THE FIRST CHURCH OF WEST BRIDGEWATER

Unitarian Universalist Association and United Church of Christ

May 12, 2019      Service of Word / Mother’s Day     10:00 A.M.
Gathering Songs                                              Rosemary Valentine, Organist

Welcome        
Centering Music            “Open the Eyes of My Heart”           H No. 151
Choral Response                   
Call to Worship                                               Christina Reed, Deacon
L: Arise, people of God, to greet the one who calls us; come alive to the Spirit’s energy among us.

P: God awakens us and restores our souls. Surely God’s goodness and mercy are with us here.
L: The shepherd is calling us to new ventures. We are invited to a higher quality of life.
P: We will not fear to walk through shadowed valleys. God’s love in Christ is with us everywhere.
L: Come to drink from springs of living water. Gather to find comfort and blessing here.
P: Surely God will guide our search for truth. We seek eternal values within our daily walks. 
* Hymn                             “Bring Many Names”          H No. 13 ver. 1-5
Time of Reconciliation
  Invitation                “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                 H No. 414
  Scripture                         Genesis 1:27
God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
  Scripture                       Isaiah 66:12–13
12 Thus says the Lord: I will extend prosperity to Jerusalem like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, and dandled on her knees.  13 As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.
Unison Prayer of Confession: O God, we look at events around us, and sometimes cannot perceive you within them. We shed tears and find no comfort. We listen for your voice and are greeted by silence. The world seems full of enemies. On every hand, there are problems too complicated for us to solve. Sometimes we live more in fear than in faith. We cry out to you for answers. O God, we need to believe that you hear us. Amen.
Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”              H No. 146
Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.
Scripture                                Psalm 23                               H No. 604
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Prayer Requests                  “Cares Chorus”
I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens down at your feet 

and anytime that I don’t know what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Today’s flowers are given by Martha Amara in loving memory of her mother, Jocie.
“We love and miss you every day.”
Prayer by pastor and by members of the congregation.
Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.

Scripture                          John 10:22–30
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”
Sermon                    “Hear My Voice”                     Pastor Steve Finlan 
* Hymn            “In Thanksgiving Let Us Praise Him”              H No. 280
Thank Offerings

  Invitation                                                                  Christina Reed, Deacon 
  Anthem                                                                                              Choir
 *Doxology                                                                                    H No. 563
 *Offering Prayer 
Children’s Moment of Sharing
* Hymn           “Happy the Home When God Is There”            H No. 288
* Benediction
                                                  First Church President
L: Go forward from this place as praying, caring people. Let good works and charity abound.
P: We believe God calls us to make a difference. God wants us to change the world.
L: Your deeds bear witness to God’s love. Others will believe because of your faith.
P: We trust the shepherd to lead and guide us. We look to God for the strength we need.
L: Surely goodness and mercy will follow us. Our eternal home is part of us right now.
P: God’s salvation has come to us. Alleluia! We will praise and honor our God forever and ever. Amen. 
* Congregational Response         “We Are Marching”        H No. 153
* Postlude                                                           Rosemary Valentine, Organist

On Sunday, May 5, we collected 1,551.00 towards meeting our weekly 
budget need of $1,451.00. 

________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.jpg]THE FIRST CHURCH
oF

WEST BRIDGEWATER, MASSACHUSETTS

“We the members of The First Church of Wes( Bridgowater
united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings
of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain 4 welcoming
house for the worship of God: o feach and study the lessons of
our fith, o develop programs for those in need: and to
sponsor fellowship opportunities. Allthis we support in order
to build a mutuslly sustaining and caring community of faith.”




_________________________________________________________
Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                             THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH_______
                               9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal

  9:00 A.M.
Confirmation Class with Pastor Steve  

                             10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 


Greeter: Anna Mae Child
Ushers: Tim Hay and Chuck Lovell


10:00 A.M.           Elementary Sunday school            

                             11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 





  Hostesses: The Men of The First Church 

Mon., May 13


Office closed



  6:30 P.M.
All Church Committees Meeting

Tues., May 14
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
Line Dance Instruction (Last for summer –




  will resume in September)
Wed., May 15
  

Office closed
  6:00 P.M.  
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., May 16
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m.



10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



 

  (Time change this week only)

  1:30 P.M.
Pastor’s Office Hours until 5:30 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., May 17
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m._________________
                                           LOOKING AHEAD_________________
Sunday, May 19
  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                             10:00 A.M.
Service of Word / Children’s Sunday

  and Confirmation of Lily Chisholm and


  Eric Ames
                             11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour / All Church Picnic
Mon., May 20


Office closed



  6:30 P.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

Tues., May 21
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m.

Wed., May 22
  

Office closed
  6:00 P.M.  
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., May 23
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m.



10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



  1:30 P.M.
Pastor’s Office Hours until 5:30 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., May
 24
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m._________________
The Mission and Outreach Committee has named the month of May as “Pasta and Sauces” month. Please bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday to help stock the shelves of the W.B. Food Pantry.

Don’t forget to make your reservation for the Lobster Roll Sale! You may fill out the reservation form that was in your May Newsletter and mail it into the church office, you may call the office and leave your reservation with Maria, or you may email your reservation to firstchurchwb@juno.com. All reservations must be made by Wednesday, June 5th.

                                  Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	Anne Kelly
	Julie & Grace Goodwin friend
	Brain cancer

	Roberta Anderson
	Norma Anderson
	Prayers for healing

	The Bain Family
	Isabella’s friend
	Loss of 14 year old daughter, Maddie

	Victoria & Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s parent’s
	Lung cancer

	Gladys Bowman
	Cathy Kelley’s mother
	Nursing home care

	Theresa Capachione
	Christine Chisholm’s friend
	Cancer

	Sara Carroll
	Lauri Shea’s friend
	Cancer

	Cindy & Jim Fabish

Michelle Ford


	Christine Chisholm’s friends


	Cindy – Cancer treatment at Dana Farber – Jim -- support

Breast cancer



	Larry Flanagan
	Jane Hatch’s relative
	Needs heart/lung transplant

	Marc Forman
	Norman Fenn’s friend
	Multiple health issues

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	 Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn -- support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Jim
	Joe Kelley’s brother
	Cancer

	Joe
	Elaine’s friend
	Cancer

	Karen
	Edna Shave’s daughter
	

	Anne Kelly
	Julie and Grace Goodwin
	Brain cancer

	Joe Kelley
	Cathy Kelley’s husband and friend of First Church
	Prayers for healing

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Brain cancer

	Alice Manugian
	Warren Turner’s friend
	

	Joyce Marble
	First Church member
	Prayers for deburring work

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Richard McMullan
	Kathy Turner’s father
	

	Elaine Phaneuf
	Maria’s friend
	Cancer

	Al Richardson
	Sharon Trojano’s friend
	A.L.S.

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Warren Shave
	Edna Shave’s husband
	Multiple health issues

	Ian Asa Straka
	Leslie Simpson’s son
	Poor health issues

	Judy Thelen
	Leslie Simpson’s friend
	Severe memory loss

	Warren Turner
	First Church member
	Prayers for healing

	Linda W. 
	Julie Goodwin
	Illness


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason __________________________________________________________________
