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Adoptions Require
Creative Placement
By Amanda Landress

As a no-kill, open-admission shelter, Rabun Paws 4 Life
constantly struggles to meet the needs of the community.
We have some animals who have been at the shelter since
2012, and although they receive the best care possible, we
wish we could find homes for them all. Rabun County is a
very supportive and loving community, but most people in
the county already own multiple cats and dogs and cannot
take in more. Because of this we depend on transports
and the Internet to keep our animals moving.
Rabun Paws 4 Life works with several no-kill shelters all
over the country for placement of our dogs. Many of these
shelters require extensive behavioral tests, including food
aggression and dog and cat aggression tests, for any
animals they take. All of our animals are constantly being
worked with in the hopes of eventually ‘acing’ all these
tests, but some animals simply do not adapt well to shelter
life and will never pass all the required tests.
Because of this, we try to keep all of our online systems
(Petfinder.com, Allpaws.com, Adoptapet.com, etc.)
updated, so that people all over the country have access
to all of our animals, especially those who cannot go on
transport. Our online systems have proven to be a very
valuable asset, because we get a lot of responses through
these systems, mainly from outside of Rabun County.
Our solution for the future is to keep reaching out to new
shelters, with the goal of obtaining as many new transport
partners as we can, and continue to work to keep all of our
websites and media updated.

There is someone out there
for each one of the animals
at Rabun Paws 4 Life, and
with a little work we
can match everyone up
with a best friend.

Live Release Rate
Adoptions and transfers to other no-kill shelters have
made Rabun Paws 4 Life one of the most successful open
admission, no-kill shelters in the country. Currently we are
running a 97% live release rate for our shelter which far
exceeds shelters in our area, and the Southeast.
And it’s thanks to you.
Your donations are making it possible to provide food,
medicine and shelter care for our cats and dogs while
they wait to be adopted into forever homes.

Dog Intake
Owner/Guardian
Surrender
Return
Stray
Transfer In
Clinic
Total Dogs

Cat Intake
Owner/Guardian
Surrender
Return
Stray
Transfer In
Total Cats

Total Animal
Intake
Live Release Rate
of Dogs
Live Release Rate
of Cats
Live Release Rate
Total

for 1/1 - 10/28/2014

190
25
228
12
8
463

46

Dog Outcome
Adoption
Transfer
Died
Euthanasia
Return to Owner
Total Dogs

Cat Outcome
Adopted

217
229
1
6
4
457

156

14
130
0
190

Transfer
Died
Euthanasia
Total Cats

5
10
0
171

653

Total Animal
Outcome

628

98%
94%
97%

By Asilomar
Standards

99%
100%
99%

Note: The Asilomar Accords request that the following be included with statistics:
“The Annual Live Release Rate does not include ___ owner/guardian requested
euthanasia which are unhealthy or untreatable [see Line R] and ___ dogs and
cats that died or were lost in the shelter/care”
HOWEVER, Rabun Paws 7 Life, Inc. chooses to include all animals in our calculation
of live release rate, even those that died of natural causes and illnesses in our
shelter. We do NOT accept animals for owner/guardian euthanasia.

In Memory of
Dick Weber…
What do you say about a man
that meant so much to the Rabun
Paws 4 Life Family?
Dick Weber left his world on
Thursday morning, September
18th, leaving behind a ...legacy
and his mark on our hearts and
the hearts of many animals…not only the animals in our care
at this time, but the animals that will be in our care in the
future.
Dick had many discussions with members of the Rabun
Paws 4 Life Board of Directors regarding his vision for our
organization… and for the facilities. He had many talents…
one being the ability to design. Dick Weber designed our
outdoor runs and had the forethought to facilitate the
construction of this addition to the grounds. His main
concern with this was for the benefit of the animals… to
give them safe and adequate exercise runs… to prevent the
stress and anxiety that can result from being in a kennel. He
was able to see this vision and design come to fruition.
The Rabun Paws 4 Life Family was fortunate to have had
Dick Weber as a part of this family. We are saddened by the
loss of this great man. He will continue to be an everlasting
part of our family… for the staff, the volunteers, the board
of directors, the animals, and the community. Every time an
animal or human has the opportunity to enjoy the outdoor
runs that were created by Dick Weber, we will think of him
and smile, knowing that he has left his footprints on our
community and our hearts.
We will truly miss you friend……
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Holiday Arts & Crafts
Shopping Extravaganza
and Festival of Trees
FREE ADMISSION

Friday, November 28 • 10am - 5pm
Saturday, November 29 • 10am - 5pm

Festival of Trees

Proceeds go to Rabun Paws 4 Life, Inc.
No-Kill Open Admission Non-Profit 501(c)3 Corporation

Wine & Cheese Preview Reception • $10 at the Door

Saturday, November 22 • 5pm - 7pm

Silent Auction continues during the Holiday Shopping Extravaganza
Bids end at 5pm on Saturday, November 29, 2014.

Family Strut: Members of the Crane family (Julie, Maddie, Nolan and Colton)
are decked out in Halloween finery for the annual Spooktacular Mutt Strutt,
RP4L’s unofficial 5k fun-run.

Raising Funds and Awareness!
Currently, the biggest challenge Rabun Paws 4 Life faces is
raising adequate funds to fulfill our mission. We host of slew
of events throughout the year help accomplish this goal. Our
willing group of board members will do darn near anything to
get monies donated.
In October, the Universal Joint in downtown Clayton hosted
the Howl & Meow karaoke night, where our board members
preformed upon request. Highland Brewing Co. donated
beer, so Paws would make the profits from burger and beer
sales. We raised over $2,300 that evening!!
October 26th was the 2nd Annual Spooktacular Mutt Strut 5k
run and walk. The costumes were marvelous on both dogs
and humans! A howling good Sunday!
We are also thrilled to be this year’s recipient of the Festival
of Trees at the Rabun County Civic Center. Join us Saturday,
November 22nd from 5-7p.m. for the Wine & Cheese
Preview Reception. It is just $10 at the door to get the
first look at the Trees you may bid on. We have so many
awesome businesses that have created the best trees this
event has ever seen!!! We will also have a bunch of wonderful
homemade cakes up for bid, which you could take home
for your Thanksgiving company. The silent tree auction will
resume during Extravaganza, Friday the 28th and Saturday
the 29th from 10am until 5p.m. So be sure to get back to
win the auction on your favorite tree. Paws will running the
concessions this weekend too.
We appreciate all the support that helps us care for the
animals in our care!

The Value of Volunteers
By Linda Weber

Volunteers are one of the most valuable assets of any animal rescue group or
animal shelter. “Core” volunteers are best defined as those individuals who are
always willing to pitch in and help with whatever jobs are necessary to ensure the
health and welfare of the animals in shelter care. All volunteers are motivated solely
by their love and compassion for these animals.
Not only do volunteers give freely of their time, they very often support their shelter
with donations of money, food, comfort items and aid in transportation of animals.
The hours of service provided by volunteers frees up the staff to concentrate more
time on urgent and immediate shelter needs as well as relieving them from having
to run errands or transport animals to other facilities or veterinarians for outside
treatment.
In addition, because many volunteers are retired, they possess a wealth of
knowledge and expertise gained from their working careers which can benefit the
shelter and they have the extra time to be ‘hands-on’ with many projects. Examples
include volunteers who might be retired building or heating/air contractors,
architects, landscapers or computer geniuses who are willing to provide these
services to the shelter without expecting payment.

Volunteer Power: Linda Weber, one of Rabun Paws 4
Life’s long-time volunteers, traded in a dog lead for
hand tools to help finish off the new dog runs. Working
un-assisted, Linda installed underground cement barriers
to prevent the dogs from digging under the gateways.

Several organizations which offer grants also consider the number of hours donated
by volunteers in their decision-making process to determine the “manpower”
available to carry out the guidelines of the grant. The Independent Sector’s value of
volunteer time for Georgia in 2013 was $22.25 per hour!
Rabun Paws 4 Life is very fortunate to have many dedicated volunteers who
have worked hand in hand with the staff and Board of Directors to make Paws a
successful no-kill, open-admission shelter in just a few short years.

November is National Adopt a Senior Dog Month
Stonewall Finds A Home!
‘Senior’ Pets Offer Special Benefits
By Brenda Nash
One of our long-time residents, Stonewall, (a Chow-Retriever Mix) who has been at the
shelter for more than a year has a new ‘forever’ home.
When Aften Berliner and Armando Miccoli visited the shelter they wanted a big,
stuffed-animal kind of dog and they got that with Stonewall. And even though
Stonewall is reaching his 14th year, he has many engaging characteristics that make
him an ideal pet.
Like many of our older cats and dogs, Stonewall is well house-trained; playful yet quiet,
calm and people friendly. For Aften and Armando, Stonewall is the perfect pet. “We
want his last years, however long that might be, to be good years,” they said.
A follow-up meeting with Stonewall and his family showed him to be happy, secure and
loved. Just what we want for all our animals.
Please consider opening your heart to these beautiful older pets who need a family to
love and be loved.

Patience Rewarded: Stonewall, one of our long-time
residents, is shown with his new family, Aften Berliner
and Armando Miccoli.
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Rabun County Animal
Control Puts on a
Happy Face!
Rabun County Animal Control has undergone a
“change of face” this year!
In the Spring of 2014, we were fortunate to bring
on Tracy English as the primary Animal Control
Officer. She jumped into the job with both feet
and has made a positive difference in the care
of animals in our community. Tracy joins Steve
Osborne, our part-time AC officer, in providing
guidance to the community and protection
for the animals of Rabun County.
Tracy is retired from the State of Georgia State Parks System where she spent 30 years at Blackrock State Park. She
has begun formal training, including attending conferences in other parts of the State of Georgia on Animal Control
and Management. Within the first 3 months with Rabun Paws 4 Life, Tracy has proven that Animal Control can be a
positive force, supplying our community with much needed support for animals and humans alike!

