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Chapter 1

Christmas Lists

A

s the snow fell softly outside, Madison sat at
the kitchen table writing her Christmas wish
list while her mom made gingerbread and her baby
brother watched from his highchair. There were
so many things that Madison wanted this year:
a piano, an electric guitar, a karaoke machine, a
microphone, a violin…
Madison’s mom glanced over Madison’s shoulder
and noticed her list was getting quite long.
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“Madison, you need to pick one gift that you want
the most. Your dad and I can’t possibly buy you all
of those things.”
Madison replied, “Mom, I was thinking about
that and, since Jack is only two years old, maybe
you could buy him one of the things from my list
and he wouldn’t know the difference. I’m sure
he’d let me play with his electric guitar. What do
you think?”
“I think your brother would not be very happy
if he could understand what you just said,”
Madison’s mom replied as she leaned over and
kissed Jack on his head. “Christmas is not about
receiving gifts. It’s about celebrating Jesus’s
birthday and thinking of ways we can bless other
people. You don’t have to buy things to bless
others. Something as simple as holding the door
for someone or showing them your smile can
show God’s love and lift their spirits.”
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Madison hung her head, ashamed. “I guess
sometimes I forget and am greedy,” she said. “It’s
a good thing you’re taking me to see the girls and
Miss Nancy at church today. Miss Nancy is going
to count the money we saved and we’re going to
make a list of gifts to buy for a family in need.”
“Now that sounds like a meaningful list for you
to write,” said Mrs. Mahoney with a big smile.
“It’s almost time for your dad to take you to the
church, so go get bundled up.” Madison ran off
to the closet to grab her things. “Don’t forget your
mittens this time!” Mrs. Mahoney reminded her.
“Oh, I won’t forget them, Mom! I love that
you knitted me a one-of-a-kind pair! Especially
since they have a music note on them,” shouted
Madison, poking her head around the corner.
As Madison finished putting on all her winter
gear, Mr. Mahoney walked through the front
door.
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“The driveway is shoveled, and it’s time for me
to take you to church, Madison!” yelled Mr.
Mahoney. “Let’s get going!”
Madison and her dad drove to the church, and as
they got close to the parking lot, they could see
Gracie, Macy, Felicity, and Ellie lying in the snow
making snow angels.
Madison thanked her dad for the ride and jumped
out of the car, running to join the rest of the
Angel Hearts for Jesus Club in the snow.
Macy, Gracie, Felicity, Ellie, and Madison giggled
as they raced around the yard to make as many
snow angels as they could before Pastor Pete or
Miss Nancy arrived.
Just then, the main door to the church swung open
and Miss Nancy yelled to the girls, “Come on
inside! We have lots of work to do this afternoon!”
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Macy, Gracie, Felicity, Ellie, and Madison brushed
the snow off of each other’s backs and made their
way inside the church and downstairs to Miss Nancy’s
classroom.
Miss Nancy had placed the girls’ Christmas donation
jar in the middle of the big classroom table. The girls
had been saving their allowance and spare change
since early October, and it was time to count the
money and plan their next mission as the Angel Hearts
for Jesus Club.
“Well girls, as you can see from the jar, you’ve saved
a lot of money for your Christmas Blessing Project
this year!” exclaimed Miss Nancy. “Since I did not
want you to take all afternoon to count the money, I
counted it for you already.”
Felicity was nearly bouncing in her seat from
excitement. “How much did we save?” she asked.
“Your club managed to save three hundred and
sixteen dollars!” shouted Miss Nancy. “You were
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all very generous and this is going to help bless a
family in need this Christmas.”

“Let’s sponsor Family A,” suggested Madison.
“The letter A seems obvious since we are the Angel
Hearts for Jesus Club!”

All the girls cheered and clapped with glee.
Miss Nancy continued, “With Christmas just two
weeks away, it’s very important that we make a list
of items today for me to buy with this money for
the family.”
Gracie noted, “But we don’t even know who the
family is yet! How can we know what they need for
Christmas?”
Miss Nancy replied, “Pastor Pete has found three
families that really need some help this Christmas,
but he is keeping their names a secret. The family
won’t know who blessed them and you girls won’t
know who you’ve blessed. He is going to let you
girls help one family and he is going to bless the
other two. He wants you to pick between family A, B,
or C.”
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Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie nodded in
agreement.
“Family A it is then!” said Miss Nancy. “This family
has a mom and dad, a girl about the same age as
all of you, and a boy who is five years old. They
need winter coats, food, and some fun items for
the kids. If you girls would also like to donate some
homemade gifts, it would be very special for the
family.”
The girls liked this idea very much and began telling
Miss Nancy what they would make or donate.
“Miss Nancy, I’ll bake a tray of delicious Christmas
cookies for the family!” shouted Gracie.
“And I will make stylish bracelets for the mom and
daughter!” added Macy.
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“I can give a few of my favorite books,” offered
Felicity.
“That’s the spirit!” said Miss Nancy. “Ellie and
Madison, what do you have in mind?”
Ellie volunteered, “I will make some beautiful
Christmas ornaments for them.”
Then it was Madison’s turn. She explained, “Since
I love music, I’d love to give the family something
musical. But they may not have a CD player or
computer so I am going to ask my mom to knit
another pair of my musical mittens.”
Madison held up her favorite homemade mittens
so all the girls and Miss Nancy could see them.
“I think that’s a lovely and personal touch, Madison.
If your mom doesn’t mind making the mittens, I
am sure the young girl will appreciate them,” said
Miss Nancy.
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“When do we need to bring our homemade gifts to
church, Miss Nancy?” asked Ellie.

Chapter 2

“Please bring them with you to our Sunday school
session next weekend,” answered Miss Nancy.
“Now, as a special reward for your kindness and
Christmas spirit, Pastor Pete has agreed to let your
Angel Hearts for Jesus Club decorate the church
Christmas tree this year.”
Madison, Gracie, Macy, Felicity, and Ellie all
squealed with excitement.
Trimming the Tree
“I knew you’d love this job!” said Miss Nancy. “Let’s
go upstairs and start decorating. We only have two
hours before your parents come to get you.”

M

iss Nancy, Madison, Macy, Gracie, Ellie,
and Felicity ran up the stairs and into the
main sanctuary to decorate the Christmas tree.
Pastor Pete had the giant tree all ready for the girls.
It was standing on the altar, waiting to be decorated
by some “angels.” Boxes of decorations were lined
up beside the tree.
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Each of the girls planned which ornaments they
wanted to place on the tree. Miss Nancy was there
to help with putting decorations on the highest
places.
Macy exclaimed, “I want to put the garland on
the tree because it looks like a giant necklace, and
wrap a skirt around the tree since it’s the only real
clothing it gets to wear!”
Gracie requested that she get to hang the candy
canes and gingerbread men since they were the
only edible decorations.
Felicity and Ellie strung the lights with Miss Nancy
and then placed the sparkling Christmas balls on
the tree.
Instead of decorating the tree, Madison ran to the
piano on the opposite side of the altar and began
to play Christmas songs. She began singing ‘Joy to
the World’ and all the other girls and Miss Nancy
joined Madison in song.
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After the song, Miss Nancy asked Madison, “Are
you sure you don’t want to decorate the tree?”

for us!” Pastor Pete walked over to the tree and
plugged the light string into the wall outlet.

“I’d rather sing, Miss Nancy! Christmas is my
favorite time of year because I can sing all I want
and my parents never tell me to be quiet,” explained
Madison with a big smile.
Miss Nancy and the rest of the girls all laughed
aloud and Ellie added, “Christmas time is the only
time we don’t tell you to be quiet either.”
With that, Madison started playing ‘Silent Night’
and everyone joined in singing as they finished
hanging the ornaments with care.
When the girls finished decorating the tree, Miss
Nancy climbed a ladder and set a Christmas angel
on the top for all to see.
Just then, Pastor Pete walked back into the
sanctuary from his office and shouted, “Well, girls!
Let’s light up the tree and see what you’ve done
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Macy, Gracie, Madison, Felicity, and Ellie
squealed and clapped when they saw the finished
tree. The tree stood full and tall with hundreds
of twinkling colored lights, shiny silver garland,
and beautiful glass ornaments displayed evenly
from top to bottom.

a look of shock, Madison yelled, “The cash in the
money jar is GONE!”

Macy declared, “The angel at the top of the tree
will let everyone know the Angel Hearts for Jesus
Club helped with this glorious tree!”
“Great job, girls!” praised Pastor Pete.
“Okay, girls. Let’s go downstairs and review the
list of gifts for your Christmas Blessing Project one
more time and then you can get bundled up to go
home,” directed Miss Nancy.
The girls ran downstairs to their classroom and
took a seat at the table.
Madison was the first to notice that something was
very wrong. Pointing to the center of the table with
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Hearing the girls’ screams, Miss Nancy ran into the
classroom and asked what was wrong.
“What happened to the cash in the money jar?”
asked Felicity with worry. “We left it on the table
when we went upstairs to decorate.”
“I can’t imagine what could have happened to the
money. Maybe Pastor Pete took the money to his
office for safe-keeping,” said Miss Nancy with a
look of concern.
Miss Nancy yelled for Pastor Pete to come to the
classroom.
When Pastor Pete entered the room, he could see
that the girls were very upset. “What’s the matter?”
he asked.
“All the cash from our money jar for the Christmas
Blessing Project is gone. Did you move it to your
office when we were upstairs decorating the tree?”
asked Miss Nancy.
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“No, I didn’t move the money. Since none of us
moved it from this room, it’s possible that someone
came into the church through the back entrance
and took the money. None of the church doors are
locked during the day, so people will feel welcome
to come in and talk with me,” explained Pastor
Pete.
Felicity and Ellie began to cry.
“How will we help a family in need this Christmas
if we don’t have any money?” asked Madison.
“We’ll just have to give the family gifts that we
can make ourselves. Girls, we can still give from
our hearts and show a family God’s love this
Christmas,” consoled Miss Nancy.
“And I will pitch in the extra money to buy the
family all of the fixings for a special Christmas
dinner,” offered Pastor Pete. “Everything will turn
out all right. You girls will see.”
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Once Pastor Pete and Miss Nancy had set the girls’
minds at ease about the Christmas Blessing Project,
the girls’ mood changed from concern to anger.

“What type of jerk steals money from a church?” asked
Macy, her face red with rage.
“Yeah! Only a real monster would steal money from
kids at a church!” shouted Gracie.
“I really hope the police catch this creep and he goes to
jail forever!” added Madison while pounding the table
with her fist.
Felicity and Ellie stayed quiet, although tears ran
down their faces while the other girls vented their
feelings.
“I don’t think we should jump to any conclusions, girls,”
said Pastor Pete. “I trust that God has a plan with this
missing money and I need you to focus on being real
Christmas angels so you are ready for our big Christmas
program in two weeks! I want you girls to be our choir
of angels that welcome baby Jesus!”
The girls’ smiles returned. They were going to be the
choir of angels in the Christmas program. Madison
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was especially pleased with the idea of getting to
sing this year.
“Pastor Pete is right, girls. Let’s not worry about the
money right now. Instead, let’s focus on bringing in
your homemade gifts next Sunday and practicing
being the choir of angels for the Christmas
program,” advised Miss Nancy.

As everyone left the church, Pastor Pete assured
them, “By this time next week, I am sure the police
will have found the thief. I will keep you all posted
on any developments.”
The girls looked at each other with worry as they
walked out of the church. Everyone was wondering
who took the money and if they could possibly get
the money back in time for Christmas.

Madison, Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie nodded
in agreement.
As the girls’ parents began arriving at the church to
take them home, Miss Nancy reminded everyone
that they would be fitted for their angel costumes
for the Christmas program after church this next
Sunday.
Pastor Pete told each of the parents about the stolen
money and he promised to keep the church doors
locked for everyone’s safety until the police solved
the mystery of who took the money.
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Chapter 3

“I’m Miss Nancy. Welcome to our church,” said
Miss Nancy. “How can I help you?”
The man replied, “I am Mark Jacobs and this is my
wife, Annabelle; my son, Nathan; and my daughter,
Caroline.”
“It’s great to meet you! Would you like to attend
our church? Our regular services are on Sundays at
9:00 am and 11:00 am,” replied Miss Nancy.

The Confession

I

t was Saturday afternoon and Miss Nancy was at
the church preparing her Sunday school lesson
for Macy, Gracie, Madison, Felicity, and Ellie when
a man, woman, young girl, and small boy appeared
in her classroom doorway. The young girl appeared
to be crying.
“The pastor told us to come see you,” said the man.
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Handing Miss Nancy a bag of money, Mr. Jacobs
said, “I’m afraid that is not why we are here. We’re
ashamed to tell you that Caroline came into your
classroom yesterday and stole money from your jar.
We’ve come to return the money and have Caroline
apologize to you.”
With tears streaming down her face, the girl spoke
softly to Miss Nancy. “I’m very sorry I took your
money. I just wanted my family to have a Christmas
this year.”
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and I explained to our kids that we could not have
a Christmas tree, a big dinner, and gifts this year.
Caroline took the news very badly. This morning, we
found the money in her backpack and she confessed.
There’s no excuse for what she did and we will be
grounding her to the house for the entire Christmas
break.” He paused. “Will you go to the police?”
“Our pastor reported the missing money to the
police department yesterday, but I’m sure we
can call and let the police know that a young girl
returned the money today,” explained Miss Nancy.
Then Miss Nancy walked over and put her hand on
Caroline’s shoulder and said, “Caroline, I forgive
you. Thank you for your apology and for bringing
the money back to us. We have a group of young
girls that have been saving that money to help
people this Christmas, and they will be so relieved
to have the money back.”
Mr. Jacobs explained, “I lost my job over a year
ago and we are struggling to pay our bills. My wife
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With tears in her eyes, Caroline hugged Miss Nancy
and said she was sorry again.
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“Why don’t all of you come to our Christmas Eve
service this year?” asked Miss Nancy with a smile.
“It won’t cost a thing. There will be a Christmas
tree, singing, and birthday cake to celebrate Jesus’s
birthday. It would be a great way to share Christmas
as a family.”
“Given what Caroline has done, I’m not sure we’d
be comfortable coming to the service. We appreciate
the invitation though and we will think about it.
Thank you for being so understanding,” said Mr.
Jacobs. “Have a happy holiday.”
With that, the Jacobs family waved good-bye and
walked out of the church and into the snowfall.
Miss Nancy wondered how Madison, Macy,
Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie would handle the news
about Caroline stealing the money when they came
to Sunday school the next morning. She knew she
had better prepare a good lesson for them.
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Chapter 4

Forgiveness

O

n Sunday morning, Macy, Gracie, Madison,
Felicity, and Ellie made their way into Miss
Nancy’s classroom with their homemade gifts for
the Christmas Blessing Project.

Felicity brought her family’s favorite books –one for
each member of the family. One of the books was a
family Bible, and Felicity had placed a bookmark in
the Book of Luke, so the family could find and read
the Christmas story together.
“I decided to bring two cooking aprons for the
mother and daughter today. I can’t bring my
Christmas cookies until Christmas Eve because I
want them to be fresh when Pastor Pete brings the
gifts and food to the family’s house that night,”
explained Gracie.

The girls showed their gifts to Miss Nancy and to
each other with great excitement.

Ellie opened the box she had brought and pulled
out two beautiful Christmas ornaments she had
made with her parents and little brother. One was
a miniature sled made from wooden popsicle sticks
and red paint. The other was a wooden cross with
Jesus’s name painted down the middle.

Macy had made two beautiful bracelets out of
purple and clear glass beads to donate for the
mother and daughter.

Madison was so excited to show the girls and Miss
Nancy her gift she could barely control herself.
Out of a sparkling gift bag, Madison pulled a pair
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of mittens that her mother had knitted for the
Christmas Blessing Project. They were black with
white stripes and a big black musical note in the
center of the mitten. They were identical to the pair
that Madison wore every day, except for a single
red string of yarn tied around the wrist.

“I love the idea that one other girl will be wearing
the same mittens as me!” exclaimed Madison.
“The family that receives your Christmas Blessing
Project this year will feel very special, girls! You’ve
done a great job finding or making things that will
truly bless these people,” said Miss Nancy.
“Our Christmas Blessing Project is always our
favorite Angel Hearts for Jesus Club mission, Miss
Nancy,” said Madison. “It’s just too bad that we
could not buy the family new gifts that they really
need, thanks to a thief.”
Miss Nancy became serious. “I need to tell you
girls something important,” she said. “A young girl
named Caroline came to visit me with her parents
yesterday. They came to the church and the girl,
who is about the same age as you girls, confessed
that she had stolen the money from the jar the day
we decorated the Christmas tree. She was very sorry
and she returned all of the money she had taken.”
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“Is she in jail where she belongs?” asked a furious
Macy.
“Yeah, she had better be punished. Did you call the
police and have her arrested?” asked Madison.

presents or groceries to celebrate this year. She was
so upset that she came to hide in our church to be
alone. She didn’t want her father to see her crying.
When she saw the money in the jar, she took it so
she could give her family a better Christmas.”

Gracie, Felicity and Ellie nodded in agreement–all
wanting to know if justice would be served.
“I am really disappointed in how quickly you girls
are ready to judge and punish this girl when you
don’t even know the whole story,” scolded Miss
Nancy. “Aren’t you the least bit curious as to why
Caroline took the money from our church?”
Embarrassed, Macy replied, “We’re sorry. Please
tell us why she took the money.”
“Caroline’s family is going through a difficult time.
Her father lost his job quite some time ago and they
are struggling to buy the things they need to live.
Her parents had told her and her younger brother
that they would not be able to buy Christmas

@

36

@

@

37

@

“After she took the money, she felt terrible, but she
didn’t want to get in trouble by bringing it back. Her
mother found the money and Caroline’s parents
brought her here to apologize and return it.”
When Miss Nancy finished telling the story, all of
the girls had tears in their eyes.
“I forgive Caroline,” whispered Madison.
“Me, too,” said Gracie.
Macy, Felicity and Ellie agreed as well.
“Good! I am proud of you,” said Miss Nancy. “We
should all forgive Caroline for what she did. But,
I am going to ask you to take another step and do
something really nice for Caroline.”
“Miss Nancy, we can forgive Caroline and not ask
that she be punished, but she should not be rewarded
for what she did!” said Macy with frustration.
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Gracie agreed. “It would be really hard to do
something nice for Caroline after what she did.”
“I understand why you feel this way, girls. But it is
important for you to know that God shows all of
you mercy by forgiving you when you do something
wrong, and He gave us His son, Jesus, so we could
be forgiven,” explained Miss Nancy. “So, it is good
for you girls to forgive Caroline in the same way.
You can show her mercy by not asking for her to be
punished for what she did. Did you know that God
doesn’t just stop by giving us forgiveness? He takes
it a huge step further by showing us His grace. Even
though we don’t deserve it, He gives us His love, He
works all things for our good, and He welcomes us
to heaven when our time in this world is done. I am
asking you to show Caroline love. Show her grace.”
“How do we show her grace, Miss Nancy?” asked
Madison and Ellie at the same time.
“I think the answer to your question is in your
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favorite Bible reading. Let’s review Matthew 25:3540,” said Miss Nancy.
Matthew 25:35-36; 40 – “For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.
‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me.’”
Miss Nancy continued, “You girls have always
struggled with how you could visit someone in
prison to complete a mission for each of these
things that Jesus asked of us.”
“Oh, no! Is Caroline in prison? She’s just a kid!”
shouted Felicity.
“No, Caroline is not in prison,” Miss Nancy said
with a smile. “But her parents have grounded her to
their house for her school’s entire Christmas break.
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I’m sure she is very lonely and it sounds like they
won’t be having a nice Christmas this year.”
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“If Caroline is grounded, how are we going to visit
her?” asked Macy.
Before Miss Nancy could say, “I’m sure you girls
will think of something,” Madison interrupted with
a squeal.

Miss Nancy smiled and put her arm around
Madison and replied, “Madison, that is the grace
I was talking about earlier. I think it would be
wonderful if you invite Caroline to be one of our
Christmas angels. When you girls go to her house,
bring the sheet music for ‘Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing’ so she can practice.”

“We can pretend to be Christmas caroling in
Caroline’s neighborhood!” shouted Madison.
“Maybe her parents will let her come outside and
talk with us.”
“I should have known there would be music
involved,” said Miss Nancy with a laugh.
“Let’s see if our parents will let us go to Caroline’s
house after the church service today. I have a tin
full of Christmas cookies in the back of our van
that we can bring her,” said Gracie.
“Miss Nancy, can we invite Caroline to sing with us
as an angel in our Christmas program on Christmas
Eve?” asked Madison.

@

42

@

@

43

@

Chapter 5

“Macy, you are dressed fine. All you need is to be
bundled up to stay warm while we sing in the cold,”
said Madison.
“The tradition of Christmas caroling, or traveling
from house to house singing Christmas carols, dates
back to the 1800s in European countries. While
caroling is not as popular now, it does sound like
fun,” explained Felicity.

A Caroling We Will Go

M

iss Nancy looked up Caroline Jacobs’s
address on the internet and found that
Caroline lived less than a block from the church.
When the church service ended, Madison’s mom
volunteered to take Madison, Macy, Gracie, Felicity,
and Ellie over to Caroline’s house.
Macy admitted, “I’m not sure this caroling idea is
a good one. I’ve never heard of such a thing. Am I
dressed for it?”
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All the girls giggled at Felicity’s explanation because
Felicity always seemed to know about everything,
since her favorite hobby was reading every book
she could find.
Felicity just smiled and shrugged her shoulders.
With Gracie’s tin of cookies and the sheet music for
the Christmas program in hand, the girls and Mrs.
Mahoney walked up the street to Caroline’s house.
All of them were nervous, even Mrs. Mahoney,
because none of them had ever gone Christmas
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caroling outside of anyone’s home and they were
not sure how Caroline and her family would react.
When the Angel Hearts for Jesus Club girls and
Mrs. Mahoney got to Caroline’s porch, they weren’t
sure what to do.
“This is so embarrassing,” said Macy. “What are
we going to sing?”
“We have the sheet music for ‘Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing,’ so let’s just start with that one,”
recommended Madison’s mom.
With quivering, out-of-tune voices, the girls began
to sing the song and, after a few choruses, they
stopped singing because nothing happened.
“Maybe they aren’t home,” said Felicity.
“Or maybe our singing is just that terrible,” said
Ellie. The rest of the girls giggled.

@

46

@

@

47

@

“You girls are so shy, you are singing way too quietly,”
explained Mrs. Mahoney. “Sing as loudly as you can,
so they can hear you inside.”
Singing again, this time at the top of her lungs,
Madison led the girls in another chorus of the song.
When they were about to start the second verse,
they saw someone’s face from behind a curtain in
the window.
Macy yelled, “They’re home! I saw someone in the
window!”
“Keep singing, girls!” commanded Mrs. Mahoney.
A few moments later, a woman opened the front
door of the house and a small boy poked his head
around her leg to see the girls.
“Hello, girls! Merry Christmas! You sound
beautiful!” said the woman.
“Thank you!” said the girls in unison.
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“Is Caroline home? We would like to talk to her if
it’s all right with you,” asked Madison.
With a look of surprise, the woman replied, “Yes,
Caroline is home. She is grounded so she can’t
come out to play, but I will go get her.”
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A few moments later, the woman and a young girl
appeared in the doorway.

to cry. Quietly she asked, “Do you girls know why I am
grounded?”

Gracie and Macy recognized Caroline from school.
Caroline was a year older than the Angel Hearts
for Jesus Club girls.
“Hi, Caroline!” shouted Macy and Gracie.
Caroline stepped out onto the porch smiling. “Hi!
What are you all doing here?”
“We came to visit you. We are the Angel Hearts
for Jesus Club from the church down the street. We
heard that you were grounded, so we thought we’d
come to visit and cheer you up!” said Madison.
Gracie ran up the porch and handed Caroline the
tin of her Christmas cookies. “We want you to have
a batch of delicious Christmas cookies!” Gracie
said, beaming.
Caroline’s face became bright red and she started
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Madison replied, “Yes, we know you stole the
money we had saved for our Christmas Blessing
Project.”
Caroline began to cry harder and she covered her
face in shame.
“We know you returned the money and we can see
that you are sorry, Caroline. We came to tell you
that we forgive you!” said Madison.
“You are all so nice to come here. Thank you so
much for the cookies. I’m so ashamed of what I did.
How will I ever make it up to you?” asked Caroline
through her tears.
“Funny you should ask!” joked Madison. “We were
wondering if you would help us by being an angel
in our Christmas program on Christmas Eve. We
could really use an extra angel to help us sing. We
are going to dress up like angels and sing ‘Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing.’ If you just heard us singing in
your yard, I’m sure you realize we need the help!”
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Caroline smiled and wiped the tears from her
cheeks. “If my mom and dad are okay with this,
I will be there to help sing on Christmas Eve. I
promise. It means a lot to me that you would
invite me to your church after what I did.”
Madison, Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie clapped
and cheered when Caroline agreed to be part of
the Christmas program if her parents approved.
Madison ran up to Caroline and gave her a big
hug. Handing Caroline the sheet music for ‘Hark!
The Herald Angels Sing,’ Madison said, “We really
hope you come on Christmas Eve. The program
starts at 7 o’clock in the evening and be sure to
memorize these words!”
“God bless you, Caroline!” shouted the Angel
Hearts for Jesus Club girls and Mrs. Mahoney
as they started back down the street to the
church.
Caroline and her little brother, Nathan, waved
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good-bye from the window. Nathan was already
eating one of Gracie’s cookies.

Chapter 6

Christmas Eve Angels

I

t was Christmas Eve and the whole area was
under a blizzard warning. Two feet of fluffy
white snow had fallen and more was on the way.
The Angel Hearts for Jesus Club worried that the
Christmas program would be cancelled, but Miss
Nancy had called everyone to let them know that
the show would go on!
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The church was not as full as it usually was on
Christmas Eve night due to the weather, but
Madison, Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie and
their families had all made it to the church service.
The girls were all wearing their angel costumes
with cream-colored dresses, big silk angel wings,
and gold halos. They looked very angelic.

“Maybe her parents wouldn’t allow her to come.
She is grounded,” offered Felicity.
Madison paced back and forth while keeping a
close eye on the door for Caroline. “I really hope
she comes,” said Madison.
Ellie and Gracie nodded in agreement.

All of the children from the church crowded into
Miss Nancy’s classroom to get in order for the
Christmas program. Pastor Pete and Miss Nancy
were there to direct the children when it was their
turn to walk up to the church sanctuary to perform
their part of the Christmas program.
The children that were playing Mary, Joseph,
the little drummer boy, the three kings, and the
shepherds had already made their way upstairs, so
Madison, Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie grew
more and more nervous that Caroline was not
going to show up for the program.
“Do you think Caroline chickened out?” asked Macy.
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“Okay, girls. It’s almost your turn to go upstairs
and sing. Do you want to practice the first part of
the song one more time?” asked Miss Nancy.
Just then, Gracie noticed Pastor Pete was also
pacing back and forth and asked, “Pastor Pete, are
you nervous about something?”
Pastor Pete replied, “I have to run out and make our
special deliveries for our Christmas Blessing Project
while the program is still going tonight. My best
chance to leave our gifts anonymously and in time
for Christmas is to deliver them to people’s homes
when they are most likely to be out at church services
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or with family. I am worried that the weather has
kept the families home tonight and I won’t be able to
secretly leave the gifts without being seen!”

rewarded. We do good because God designed us to
do His will.”

“Don’t worry, Pastor Pete!” said Felicity. “God’s got
this all figured out! That’s what you always tell us!”
Pastor Pete chuckled as he let the girls and Miss
Nancy load his arms with bags of gifts, food, and
clothing for the family that the girls had picked to
bless this Christmas.
“I still wish we knew who we were helping,” whined
Macy.
“Just let God do His work through you, Macy.
What matters is that you girls are going to make
someone’s Christmas tonight. If you knew who you
were blessing and they knew you did it, they may
feel uncomfortable and you might be doing good
for the wrong reason. The Bible teaches us that it
is better to do good for others in secret because we
shouldn’t do good to impress other people or to be
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Pastor Pete wished the girls and Miss Nancy a very
Merry Christmas and then disappeared out the
back door and into the snowy night to deliver their
blessings to the families.
Madison, Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie were
bubbling over with excitement at the thought of
some family opening their homemade gifts tonight.

“I can’t wait for someone else in the world to wear
my musical mittens! I hope that whoever gets them
loves music as much as I do!” shouted Madison.
“Miss Nancy, since Caroline returned the money
we had saved, were you able to buy anything else
for the family?” asked Gracie.

“I hope the mom and daughter have something
in their closets that matches the bracelets I made
them,” said Macy with concern.

“Yes, I did,” she replied. “I took the money you
girls saved and bought each member of the family
a new winter coat to keep them warm. I was also
able to purchase several family board games so the
family would be able to have some fun together
over the Christmas season. Pastor Pete bought a
turkey and all the trimmings for the family to enjoy
a Christmas feast. He’s even bringing them a small
Christmas tree that he bought from the local Boy
Scout troop.”

“I hope the family sits together and reads the
Christmas story from my Bible tonight, just like my
family does each year,” mentioned Felicity.

The Angel Hearts for Jesus Club girls jumped up
and down with joy and hugged each other and
Miss Nancy.

“I hope they love my box of cookies!” squealed
Gracie.
“And I hope they have a tree to hang my ornaments,” added Ellie.
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“Miss Nancy, this is the best Christmas ever!” yelled
Macy.
While the girls were rejoicing and lining up to go
upstairs and sing like angels, Caroline walked into
the classroom.
“Hi, girls! Is it too late for me to join you in the
angel choir?” asked Caroline.
“NOW it’s the best Christmas ever!” shouted
Madison as she ran over to give Caroline a hug.
The girls were thrilled to help Caroline into an
angel costume. Macy helped adjust her wings and
halo so she looked positively perfect.
The Angel Hearts for Jesus Club and their new
friend, Caroline, walked up the stairs and blessed
all the people at church with a lovely rendition of
‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.’
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Caroline’s parents and little brother sat in the front
row and watched their daughter and sister become
a Christmas angel. They sang along with joy in
their hearts.
As the people clapped for Caroline, Madison,
Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie, Pastor Pete was
doing his best to leave the gifts, tree and food for the
Christmas Blessing family without being noticed.
He was careful to leave everything in covered bags
on the porch and he even brought a broom so he
could cover his boot tracks.
As Pastor Pete drove away from the family’s house
and the Angel Hearts for Jesus girls rode home from
church with their families, they all lifted up similar
prayers that Christmas Eve night. They prayed that
God would bless the family with a beautiful and
happy Christmas and that the New Year would
bring Him into their lives.

@

64

@

@

65

@

Chapter 7

older woman with white hair wearing the one-of-akind musical mittens that matched the mittens on
Madison’s hands!
This didn’t make sense! Had Pastor Pete delivered
the Christmas Blessing Project gifts to the wrong
house? It was snowy on Christmas Eve night. It was
possible that Pastor Pete had made a huge mistake!

The Mysterious Christmas Blessing

T

he Angel Hearts for Jesus Club girls were all
in church the Sunday after Christmas. The
snow had finally stopped falling so the church was
packed again.
Madison was sitting with her parents and her little
brother, Jack, when she looked up and saw an
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Just as Madison was about to jump out of her seat
and run to ask the lady where she had gotten those
mittens, Madison’s mom leaned over and said,
“Madison, it’s time for you and the other girls to
join Miss Nancy downstairs in the classroom. It’s
time for your Sunday school lesson…now scoot!”
In shock, Madison made her way downstairs to tell
the rest of the club the news.
Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie were sitting at
the table waiting for Miss Nancy to come into the
classroom with her usual snacks.
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“You all are never going to believe it!” screamed
Madison. “There is an older woman in the church
who is wearing my musical mittens! We donated
those to the Christmas Blessing Project family, and
I intended for them to go to some girl our age that
loved music! I think Pastor Pete brought the gifts to
the wrong house!”
“What if he gave all of our gifts to some rich family
that doesn’t need them?” said Felicity.
“Or gave my pretty bracelets to a family with all
boys?” said Macy.
Ellie cautioned the others, “We probably shouldn’t
jump to any conclusions. Pastor Pete usually doesn’t
make many mistakes.”
“Well, we need to get to the bottom of this
mystery!” exclaimed Madison. “I need to know
what happened.”
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“No way! You can’t say anything about the
Christmas Blessing Project! Pastor Pete told
us we had to keep it a secret!” scolded Gracie.
“Please don’t ruin everything, Madison!”
Macy, Felicity, and Ellie agreed with Gracie.
They also begged Madison to let it go. Maybe the
mittens just looked like the ones Madison’s mom
had knitted.
Madison agreed not to say anything about the
Christmas Blessing Project and to keep it a secret
that would stay within the Angel Hearts for Jesus
Club.
She sat quietly through Miss Nancy’s lesson and
could not stop thinking about the events that may
have led to the older woman wearing the special
musical mittens.
While the girls were still having snacks with Miss
Nancy, Madison excused herself to go to the
bathroom. She decided to run upstairs to see if she
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could catch the older woman as the people left the
church.
Against the advice of the other girls, Madison
walked up to the lady wearing the musical mittens
and said, “Those are wonderful mittens!”
“Thank you! They really are wonderful. My sweet
neighbor girl, Caroline Jacobs, gave them to me as
a Christmas present. I was so sad that I would be
spending Christmas all alone because my children
and grandchildren could not make it due to the big
snowstorm. The Jacobs family invited me over to
spend Christmas day with them. We had a nice
turkey dinner, ate wonderful Christmas cookies,
and played games by their Christmas tree. We
even read the Christmas story from the Bible. I
was really surprised when Caroline gave me these
mittens,” said the lady. “She must know that I used
to be a music teacher. I just love music. You must
love music, too!”
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“Yes, I see you have the exact same mittens as I
do,” said the lady as she pointed down to Madison’s
hands.
“Oh! Yes, we do have the same mittens,” said
Madison, worried that the Christmas Blessing
Project secret would be ruined. “I guess my mom
and Caroline shopped at the same store! Well,
Happy New Year!”

“Huh?” said a stunned Madison. She couldn’t
believe everything the lady just said.
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And with that, Madison went to join her family and
go home. She decided to keep the secret to herself.
She was filled with love
and admiration for
Caroline and was proud
of the Christmas angel
that Caroline turned out
to be. Madison thanked
God in her heart for
bringing Caroline into
their church and for
taking care of the Jacobs
family this Christmas.
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know what your right hand is doing, so that your
giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you.”

Bible Study Verses:
For teachers, parents, and youth group leaders, the
following bible verses coincide with the examples
set forth in this book:
Matthew 6:1-4
“Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’
before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will
have no reward from your Father in heaven.”
“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it
with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you
the truth, they have received their reward in full. But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand
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Pastor Pete explains to Macy that it is better for
the Christmas Blessing family to remain a secret
to the girls and for the family to not know who is
helping them. When we help others, the motivation
in our hearts is as important as the giving. We must
help others for the sake of helping them, not to feel
better about ourselves or to boast of our good deeds
to others.
Psalm 103:8-10
“The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to
anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse,
nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not
treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to
our iniquities.”
When Madison, Macy, Gracie, Felicity, and Ellie
show anger toward Caroline and want her to be
punished, Miss Nancy asks them to show mercy
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and grace. Each of us should be slow to anger when
someone does something to hurt us or annoy us.
It’s important to remember that God is slow to
anger when we do something wrong and He shows
us new mercies every day.
Matthew 5:7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown
mercy.”
When the Angel Hearts for Jesus Club girls forgive
Caroline and show her kindness, they gain a new
friend and are truly blessed themselves. When we
are quick to forgive, we are blessed and God will
show us mercy when we need it most.
Titus 3:4-5
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us, not because of the righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy.”

works. It is by God’s mercy we are saved. Following
God’s example, we should forgive people that hurt
us even when we feel they don’t deserve it.
2 Corinthians 8:9
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that you through his poverty might
become rich.”
Jesus, in taking the punishment for our sins on the
cross, emptied himself of all riches to give us eternal
life. This should be our motivation for genuine and
heart-felt generosity.
Caroline and her family show real generosity when
they invite their neighbor for Christmas even when
they have so little themselves. Despite having
financial difficulty, they still open their hearts and
share what they have been blessed with by the
Angel Hearts for Jesus Club.

God doesn’t love us and give us the gift of eternal
life because we deserve it or because of our good
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Does Someone Need Your
Forgiveness?
This could be your chance to show someone mercy
and give them the wonderful gift of forgiveness.
Follow the example of Jesus and forgive them today!

Bless Someone TODAY!
There is no limit to the good that kids can do in
this world! Get your friends together and plan
an activity to help those in need today! Consider
sponsoring a family in need this Christmas season
or ask your parents to buy you fewer gifts and donate
as a family to your favorite charity.
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