One  of the tricky parts about our world being so spread out and transitory 


is that we don't know people as well anymore.  

When Skagway was more isolated, 


it was the same people to interview for a job that there always was.  



You had watched this person go through elementary and high school, 



you knew their parents, 



you knew who you were getting.  

Today it is easy to find out information about someone, 


but you don't really know their character as well.  



You can go on their facebook page 




and see what they want you to see.  



You can call their friends for a reference 




and get a partial back story.  


But you do not know if you are getting the real story 


or just the friendly story 



from the person who will have to face their friend




 if they don't get a job.  

When I have interviewed people for housing, 


I have never yet heard of an ill behaved dog.  



Everyone has a perfect dog.  

Even I do, 


unless you already know about Ky jumping out of the second story window twice 
and eating Subaru Seatbelts, 



and anything that is in the back of the car 




when she is left back there by herself for more than 30 minutes.  

But other than those things, 


she is perfect.

John's first letter, 


is to a church that has some people coming around 



who have glowing references



 or the perfect dog.  

Yet things are not quite clicking.  


There is not a peace within the church 


and divisions are starting to form.  

So John writes to the church to encourage them 


and impart some Godly wisdom to them.  

But instead of starting with everything to look out for in a person, 


John starts elsewhere, 



with who God is.

John starts with God's character, 


because who God is, 



determines our reality.  

The people who were infiltrating the church 


were coming with a twisted 


or sometimes outright wrong view of who God was.  

So John lays out the Gospel as clear as he can.  


Theos eimi phos!  


God is light.  

Just as John did in his gospel, 


when he said God is love 



and then fleshed that out.  


We now hear him begin to do the same with the idea that God is light.  

Three words to describe the creator and ruler of the universe.  


Two of them are God's name 


and the most basic verb.  

So what can we gain out of the simple description of being light?

We know that light is needed to grow.  


So light brings life.  

We know that light leads to more righteous behavior.  


So light brings peace.  

In Hebrew culture, 


light meant purity 


and darkness sin.  

We  know that light is what is needed for movement to happen.  


The more light, 



the easier it is to navigate the world around us.  

So God is the source of all of these things.  

John wants to make sure we fully appreciate his three word description of God, 


and gives us the inverse clarifying statement.  



“In him 




there is no darkness at all.”  



God does not have any part t




hat could be considered corrupt, sinful, or leading to death.  

This clarity is important 


because John is about to tackle the issues 



that have come to his attention in the church of which, 




despite people's references, 




there are things that do not sit square with God being the light.  

In this first section, 


we have three of them:  



one in verses 6-7, 



the second in verse 8, 



and the third in verses 9-10.

So what are the give aways that John highlights 


to tell his church 



that the people coming to them 




are not following the same God that they are?  



That they are not following the God of light.  

The first seems too simple.  


If they say one thing 



and do something else, 




they are lying 




and not living out the truth.  

That is obvious, 


but we overlook it all of the time.  

If we were to lock our doors outside of worship time, 


we probably would be wise to change our mission statement.  

This is what often gets Christians in trouble.  


The hypocritical nature of our existence.  

I have preached forgiveness and mercy numerous times from this pulpit.  


But there are people in this town 



that I still need to extend those to, 


but my heart is not ready to yet.  I

 have meditated on the hope and higher quality of life 


that comes with Jesus' kingdom, 



and then come home from worship depressed and forlorn.  

While perfection is not possible, 


John is not saying that is required.  

He is saying we need to be honest with where we are at.  


The claim to fellowship means 



we understand and comprehend all that God asks and requires of us.  


The walking part 



is living that out.  

If we have the knowledge, 


but are still walking in the darkness, 



then we don't quite have the fellowship we claim to have.  

I avoid going deeper in my relationship with my God, 


with my wife, 


with my church, 



because that would mean I need to change.  



There are things I would have to address, 




and I am not ready to yet.  

If I fully grabbed onto what it means that God is light, 


I would have to forgive those people who I want to see struggle 



because I am not part of their life.  

But this is not what light does.  


So I temper my claims about who and what the light can do, 



so I can claim to have a working understanding.  



So I can still hold up my head for being a decent person, 




without having to realize all of the sin at work in my relationships 





that is holding them back.  




Because it is an ugly process.

But look at what I am missing by holding back.  


If I were to fully walk in the light, 



I would have fellowship with each one of you.  

You would expect fellowship with Jesus to be there, 


but John is being practical.  

If we are one with Jesus, 


that allows us to forgive the sin of our broken brothers and sisters, 


and be one with them as well, 



despite their unperfected state.  

When we know that God is doing all that 


and we don't have to, 


that Jesus purifies us from all sin, 



we can be open 




and work together in a way that was not possible before.

In verse 8, 


John is addressing the case of the Gnostics, 



who were claiming that since knowledge was key to afterlife, 



your actions had no basis in reality, 


so despite the temple prostitutes, 


the ignoring of the poor and widows, 


the lavish feasts, 



they were without sin, 



because their thought life was informed.  

Unfortunately, this line of thinking has not disappeared, 


despite John's words to the church.  

It was present when the rich young ruler came to Jesus 


asking what he must do to gain heaven 

and it is present today, 


when we list off all of the things that we do not do 



that make us a good person primed for heaven.  

The list changes over time, 


but it is always trying to claim that we are without sin.  



I don't drink, 



don't sleep around, 



don't swear, 



I am always kind to animals, 



pay attention to children,




 and the list goes on.  

We here 

and the city of Skagway 


are full of really nice people.  

So it is really tempting to claim that we are without sin, 


or at least the gross sin that would get newspaper headlines 


or us arrested.  

But that again, 


is isolating us from being in the fullness of the light, 

because in God, 


there is no darkness at all.  



Not even a drop.  

So if we think that God is not as broken hearted about the thoughts in our hearts 


as the words that someone said, 



we are wrong.  

Talking about the mistakes of others 


can sometimes be just as damaging as the mistakes that they made.  

Remember, 


there is no hierarchy of sin.  



The gossip, 



the white lie, 



even the withheld praise




 are all equally heartbreaking to God, 





because he is light.

That is why he is willing to forgive 

and purify us from all of these things 


if we are willing to confess that we don't have it together.  


That we need help.  


That we need a savior 



and that savior is not just a refined version of ourselves.  


It is someone outside ourselves.  



Because on our own, 




we fall well short of the truth and the light.

Verse 10 gives us a minor variation on verse 8-9.  


The first was claiming to “be without sin.”  


The second is to “have not sinned.”  

I have good weeks and days 

and I have bad weeks and days.  


But even on the best weeks and days, 



I have still sinned.  

Now there are times when there are specific things I was working on, 


like not wasting my time watching television.  



A few years ago 




I went all of Lent without doing so.  



But I can not say I did not sin.  

I am very multitalented in the way I can hurt people.  


If I am working on holding my tongue, 



my sinful nature has my stares to fall back on to hurt another.  


When I want to feel good about myself, 



I will name off the things that God has made clear to me to stop 




and rest on those 





and have something to stand on.  


As long as I don't look to closely, 



I could almost pull it off 




and say that was a day without me disappointing God.  



But in order to claim that, 




I have to stay in the shadows.  




And God does not live in the shadows.  



He lives in the light, 




he is the light.  

The only way we can make such claims


 is to say God is a liar 


and to not hold his word within us.  

Then we can join the rest of the world in saying that we are good people.

But if we want to join the rest of God's Kingdom in the light, 


we freely confess that we have sinned, 


that sin is within us still, 


and walk in the light enabling us to have fellowship with one another.  

I know we can all sit at a table with one another for an hour e


ating and drinking coffee.  

But do we have fellowship with one another?  


Do our lives overlap in multiple areas of our life?  


Or just within these walls.  

Beyond these walls 


is much harder 


and more work.  

But it is where the light is shining the brightest 


and where others can see our communion 


or not.  

That is where people will see the truth of the gospel 


or not 



in our lives.  

What are they seeing?
