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A few days later the stallion returned
with a herd of wild mares. The
neighbors congratulated him, saying
“This is very good luck!”
“Bad luck, good luck, who knows,”
said the farmer, again shrugging.
A week later the farmer’s son was trying to train one of the new
mares and was thrown from the horse and broke his leg.

Several weeks later, a few soldiers passed through the town looking
for able-bodied youth to conscript into the army. When the soldiers
came to the farmer’s house and saw the boy’s broken leg, they left
him alone and moved on.
The neighbors gathered around, saying “That was very good luck!”
“Bad luck, good luck, who knows?” shrugged the farmer once again.

The moral of the story: All luck – good and bad – is fleeting, so don’t
get hung up on it.”

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Facebook.com/MDREPros

Position Yourself As An
Expert Source

Bill Gates’ Annual Reading List

People respond to authority. You’ll be able to
persuade them more easily if you can
position yourself as an expert in your field or
industry. Here are some tips for establishing
your credentials:

He's also pretty smart and engaged in a
philanthropy. That makes him a decent guy,
someone whose recommendations about business
and success are worth listening to.

•

Every year, Gates releases his recommended
reading list. The list is usually eclectic, and contains books many of us have never heard of.

Cite the experts yourself. Show people
you’ve done your homework. Quote
authoritative sources of information that
they already trust, and you’ll build your
reputation as a reliable resource.

•

Highlight your qualifications. Don’t beat
people over the head with your degrees
and accomplishments, but do look for
ways to remind them of your expertise
and knowledge. “When I was managing a
marketing department at XYZ Company,”
is one way to establish your experience,
for example.

•

Get testimonials. Nothing enhances your
credibility like recognition from other
experts. Ask others to share their
experience working with you. Their
positive words will support your image.

•

Dress appropriately. You don’t have to
wear a three-piece suit for every meeting, but pay attention to your appearance. Does it send the right message do
you look like you’re someone people can
depend on?

Do You Want To Work With
Other Businesses That Give
Outstanding Customer
Service?
Request a free copy of our
service directory.
All the businesses listed in it have a
proven track record for providing the kind
of outstanding customer service
you deserve.

Bill Gates is one of the richest men in the world.

This summer's list contains a book called
Factfulness, by Hans Rosling. Gates calls it "one
of the best books I've ever read." Other books on
Gate's list are:
• Origin Story: A Big History of Everything, by
David Christian
• Leonardo da Vinci by Walter Isaacson
(biography)
• Everything Happens for a Reason and Other
Lies I've Loved, by Kate Bowler
• Lincoln in the Bardo, by George Saunders (the
only fiction in the bunch!)

This Month's Question

Who is the first person to use the letter "u"
as an abbreviation for the word "you?"
A. William Shakespeare
B. Prince William
C. William Shatner
D. Will I Am
Go to www.MDREPros.com/monthly-contest.html
Or write Mark@MDREPros.com
And enter the correct answer for this months contest!
Good Luck & Have Fun!

Facing A Divorce? FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com

MDREPros Hot List For September 2018

www.17York.com
1-877-690-0972 x 207

5 BD / 2 BA
Perfect Home Or Office

www.19212Longmeadow.com
1-844-776-1831 x 203

3 BD / 2 BA
Handicap Accessible

www.10221CapitolView.com
1-877-690-0972 x 201

6 BD / 3 BA
Large Home / Fenced In Yard

www.437RedTulip.com
1-844-776-1831 x 206

3 BD / 1.5 BA
Move In Ready / New Fence

Mount Airy, MD

www.WoodvilleProperty.com
1-877-690-0972 x208

12 Acres, Raw Land
Zoned Residential

New Market
Spacious Home, Inground Pool
Great Location!

We Want To Celebrate
Your Birthday With You!
Frederick, MD
www.2503Catoctin.com
1-844-776-1831 x209

www.4407MolesworthTerr.com

1-844-776-1831 x 205

Amazing Home / In-Ground Pool

Because we would love to
celebrate your birthday, we’ve created:

The MDREPros
Birthday
Celebration!
And we want you to be a
part of it. It’s simple, it’s easy
and it’s a lot of FUN!
We have a few gift certificates for you to
redeem on your birthday that you can use
at one of our locate restaurants!
Get your piece of birthday cake on us!

Baltimore
Ten Oaks
Huge Home, Inground Pool
Move In Condition!

Reisterstown
Large Home, Lage Lot
Spacious Kitchen! Great Home!

Simply do this now.
Text me at 301-418-8640 with
your name, email address
and birthday and I will send
you a gift card to give you a
FREE BIRTHDAY Cake!
It’s really that simple!

Home A Home Your Struggling To Sell? We Specialize In Difficult To Sell Homes - www.MDExpired.com

A Hash for Potato Chip
Lovers
Think of it as a college shortcut, or an
adventure. Add potato chips to your
morning eggs. Crumble them into a
scramble. Stuff them into an omelet. Or
go with the hash. You can measure everything by hand! Here’s what you need:

•
•
•
•
•
•

A big pat of butter
2 handfuls of vegetables, whatever’s
in your fridge
1 handful or more of cooked breakfast sausage, bacon, leftover carnitas, etc.
3 handfuls of potato chips
2 eggs
Chives, fried leek greens, parmesan
cheese or other cheese for topping

Melt the butter on medium heat, then
cook your vegetables until they are soft,
seasoning with salt and pepper to taste.
Add and heat your meat.
Then add your potato chips, a handful at
a time, crushing each handful slightly.
Give everything a good stir until it's coated in butter. Finally, make two little wells
in the chip mixture, reduce the heat to
low, and crack two eggs into the wells.
Cover the pan with a lid, and let the eggs
steam until they are just set.
Top with chives or fried leek greens, and
sprinkle on some Parmesan or other
cheese.
Enjoy with hot sauce if you like a hint of
heat.

Despite the cost of living, have you
noticed how it remains so popular?
Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently
talented fool.
Just remember ... if the world didn't
suck, we'd all fall off.

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Women Business Owners:
Don’t Forget About Your
Retirement Plan
American Business Women’s Day is celebrated on Sept. 22.
And there is indeed cause for celebration, because, in recent
decades, the number of women business owners has risen
sharply, to the point where nearly 40 percent of all businesses
are now women-owned, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
You need to consider establishing your own retirement
plan. Most plans available to you are fairly easy to establish
and maintain, and are not terribly costly to administer. Here are
some popular options:
• Owner-only 401(k) – This plan, also known as an individual
or solo 401(k), is available to self-employed individuals and
business owners with no full-time employees other than
themselves or a spouse. For 2018, you can put in up to 25
percent of your annual income as an “employer” contribution, and you can defer up to $18,500 (or $24,500 if you’re
50 or older). The sum of your employer contribution and
your salary deferrals cannot exceed $55,000, or $61,000 if
you’re 50 or older. You can make elective contributions on
a pre- or post-tax (Roth) basis.
• SEP IRA – If you have just a few employees or are selfemployed with no employees, you may want to consider a
SEP IRA. You’ll fund the plan with tax-deductible contributions, and you must cover all eligible employees. As an employer, you can contribute the lesser of 25% of your compensation (if you’re also an employee of your own business) or $55,000.
• Solo defined benefit plan – Pension plans, also known as
defined benefit plans, are less common than in previous
years, but you can still set one up for yourself if you’re selfemployed or own your own business. This plan has high
contribution limits, which are determined by an actuarial
calculation, and your contributions are typically taxdeductible.
• SIMPLE IRA — A SIMPLE IRA, as its name suggests, is
easy to set up and maintain, and it can be a good plan if
your business has fewer than 10 employees. However,
while a SIMPLE IRA may be advantageous for your employees, it’s less generous to you, as far as allowable contributions go, than an owner-only 401(k), a SEP IRA or a
defined benefit plan. For 2018, your annual contributions
are generally limited to $12,500, or $15,500 if you’re 50 or
older by the end of the year. You can also make a matching
contribution of up to 3% of your compensation. r taxable
income for the same tax year.
Before opening any of these plans, you’ll want to consult with
your tax advisor on the tax issues and a financial professional
on the investment aspects. But don’t wait too long. You will
need to work hard to keep your business thriving – so choose a
retirement plan that works just as hard for you.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat
Tiahrt, Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859. mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

LAUGHTER CORNER
There was a Texas oil tycoon
who was watching his largest oil
well going up in flames.
He called in the best fire fighting
equipment money could buy but
there was no way they could get
close enough to the intense
flames to reach them with their
water hose. Finally, out of
desperation, he called the local
volunteer fire department.
They chugged up in their 1946
truck and passed every one of
the state of the art rigs and
headed toward the center of the
fire. They stopped, jumped out,
sprayed each other down with
water, and then proceeded to put
out the fire.
When they were finally finished,
the millionaire was so impressed
with the crew's dedication and
bravery, he awarded the chief
with a check for $10,000. Later, a
reporter asked the chief what he
was going to do with the money.
The chief replied, "Well, the first
thing we're going to do is fix
those lousy brakes!!"

THANK YOU for reading my
personal newsletter. I wanted to
produce a newsletter that has great
content and is fun and valuable to you.
Your constructive feedback is
always welcome.
AND…whether you’re
thinking of buying, selling or
financing real estate, or just want
to stop by and say
“Hi,” I’d love to hear from you…

Maryland Real Estate
Professionals
w/REMAX Realty Plus
301-831-5600 - O
301-418-8640 - C
Mark@MDREPros.com
www.MDREPros.com

Homeownership is a
Dominant Gene
There are many things that factor into the
decision to buy a home. New research from
the Urban Institute suggests that
one of those things may be
inherited from your parents.
Children are More Likely to Own a
Home if Their Parents Did
According to an analysis of
millennial homeowners, the
homeownership rate of those whose
parents rent their homes is
14.4%, while the rate amongst millennials whose parents are
homeowners is 31.7%!
“A young adult’s odds of homeownership are highly correlated
with their parent’s homeownership.
Without controlling for such factors as age, income, education,
marital status, and race or ethnicity, there is a 17
percentage-point gap between the homeownership rate for young
adults whose parents are renters and young adults whose parents
are homeowners.”
The study also revealed that as a parent’s net worth increases, so
does the likelihood that their child will own a home. These two
findings are not surprising as we know from the Survey of
Consumer Finances that a homeowner’s net worth is 44x
greater than that of a renter.
So, a parent who is a homeowner will have more wealth which
will, in turn, increase the chances that their children will own their
own homes in the future.
Below is a breakdown of the relationship between a parent’s
wealth and a millennial’s likelihood to own a home.
The Good News: The high homeownership rate amongst baby
boomers (likely the parents of many millennials) is a great sign
that millennials will want to own homes. We are already seeing
this in the high-demand environment that we are currently
experiencing in the starter and trade-up markets.
Bottom Line: Even though millennials took longer than many of
the generations before them to start home searches of their own,
the data shows that they will not be waiting much longer!

Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker, 1st Financial, NMLS
112247, 3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City, MD 21043

Are You A First Time Home Buyer? Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com

Advice for Losing Weight by
Lifting Weight
The key to building lean muscle is
strength training. If you've been
lifting weights without seeing a
transformation to your body composition, you may not be lifting the
right amount of weight, or doing
enough sets, reps, or a combination of the two. Here's what you
need to do to burn fat and build lean muscle
mass.
• Split your workout days into heavy, medium,
and light to encourage "muscle confusion"
and reduce plateaus.
• Heavy weight day: Do three sets, decreasing the amount of reps in each set. Start
with 10 reps, decrease to eight reps in your
second set, and your final set should be only six reps. Be sure to take one and a half to
two minutes rest in between each set. Add
one set of a different type of strength training, such as planks or resistance bands.
• Medium weight day: Do three sets of 12
reps, taking 45-60 seconds of rest between
sets. Mix in one set of an alternative type of
strength training.
• Light weight day: Do three sets of 15 reps
with 45-60 seconds of rest in between each
set.

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

Lincoln Settles A Problem
Abraham Lincoln ran a legal practice, but he
never encouraged litigation that was
unnecessary. One day, as Lincoln was working
at his practice, an impassioned man entered the
establishment. He pleaded with Lincoln to bring
suit against a man who was impoverished and in
debt.
The man wanted to sue the debtor for $2.50.
Lincoln tried to reason with the man, but the
angry man was set on getting his revenge.
When Lincoln saw that he could not talk the
man out of bringing the lawsuit against the
debtor, he slyly asked for $10 in legal fees to
head up the lawsuit. The man paid the
money to Lincoln.
Lincoln then quietly hunted down the debtor and
gave him half of the legal fee. The debtor used
part of the money to pay off the man who brought
the lawsuit against him. In this way, the man who
brought the suit was completely satisfied that
justice had been done, the debtor got out of debt,
and Lincoln probably had a good laugh about it
all.

Staying Up Late Is Bad For Your Health

Benjamin Franklin’s advice, “Early
to bed and early to rise makes a man
healthy, wealthy, and wise,” turns out to be
true—at least the “healthy” part. A British
study of genes and health analyzed surveys of more than 400,000 people and
found that night owls have a 10% higher
risk of death over a 6.5-year period than
early risers, according to an article on the NBC News website.
The negative impact of burning the midnight oil
doesn’t depend on how much sleep you actually get—both
night owls and early risers reported getting the same
amount—but on the fact that it throws the body’s natural
rhythms off track.
Also, the study found that people who stay up late are
more prone to eat fattier foods and drink more alcohol. In addition, staying up late at night has been shown to increase
depression and mood disorders, especially among people 50
and older.
This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only. Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is
known. Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.
Copyright 2018 Maryland Real Estate Professionals w/ REMAX Realty Plus. This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice. Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA. We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice.

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

WELCOME NEW CLIENTS

Here are some of the new clients who
became members of our “Real Estate
Family” this past month. I’d like to
welcome you!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Steve & Karen P. - SOLD!
Nina D. - SOLD!!
Sam & Audrey V. - SOLD
Wayne & Pamela G. - Under Contract
Jim W. - Under Contract!
Donna F. - Looking At Homes
Phillip J. - Looking At Homes

Draw A Map For
Creative Results
Lists are great for organizing your day, setting
priorities, and making sure you don’t forget important tasks. However, they don’t work that well
when you’re trying to be creative—like when you
want to come up with a transformational idea or
a game-changing solution.

We love recognizing our wonderful new
friends and existing clients who are kind
enough to introduce their friends, family
and neighbors to us.

We Can Fix That
iQJEM - Smart Marketing Solutions
For Your JEM Of A Business!

www.iQJEM.com

Instead of a list, try drawing a map. Start at the
center of a sheet of paper with your problem, or
the situation you want to change. Start writing
ideas around the central point. Plant similar
thoughts near each other, but at some point,
step back and look for connections between
separate ideas. Chances are you’ll discover links
you didn’t expect, and by putting them together
you’ll come up with a new approach that a
straight-line strategy wouldn’t have produced.

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

