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encourage biodiversity through the
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GREETINGS FROM THE EDITOR
I hope you all enjoyed a nice holiday with family
& friends! It was nice to have a white Christmas,
but not so nice that it had to get so COLD! Burr,
is all have to say about that!
Our last meeting was our annual pot luck & tree
decorating party. As usual, it was fun socializing,
eating, and making our natural ornaments. One of
my favorite parts is taking photos of the festivities & of our beautiful creations. Check out the
rest of the photos on page 3.

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
at Gibson Woods unless otherwise
noted.
January 6, 2018
Greenhouse Orientation
Bring your own snack

February 3, 2018
TBA
I’d like to take a moment to tell you how
excited I am about this new year. Lots of things are already in the
works. Enclosed with this newsletter is a copy of our Plant Sale flyer.
Save it for yourself, or pass it on to someone who you think will be interested in our native plants.
Also enclosed is a ‘save the date’ for our Symposium - coming up in
September. We’ve already locked down our featured speaker, and are
working on the others. After a few more details are tightened up, we
will be ready to start selling tickets! Again, save this flyer or pass it
on to someone who might be interested.
We recently committed to sponsoring a section of the Butterfly and
Pollinator Garden @ the TriTown Safety Village. Who would like to
help in the garden there? I think it’ll be a great opportunity for us to
further bond with folks in our community who are interested in some
of the same things that we’re all about!
The Greenhouse is another thing that I, along with many others,
enjoy each year. I look forward to getting my hands dirty, and feel &
smell Spring in the middle of Winter. It’s awesome watching our plants
grow too!
At the end of January, we will once again be participating at the
Porter County Garden Show. This is another great opportunity to talk
with people who are interested in helping our environment with native
plants. The other vendors, speakers, demonstrations, & food are always great!
Let’s get this party started!
Kim Moor

Hosts: Sharon Surdy, Kim Moor

March 3, 2018
TBA
Hosts: Pat Thompson, Colleen Travis

April 7, 2018
TBA
Hosts: John Ploof, TBA

May 5, 2018
NATIVE PLANT SALE
Pot luck
June 2, 2018
TBA
Hosts: Maria Azcona, Dawn Vanzo
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Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2018 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com
Secretary:
Colleen Travis
(219) 696-5567
ctravisa@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Program Coordinator:
Colleen Travis
Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th
Corresponding Secretary:
Marilynn Thompson
219-227-8374
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
IN REMEMBERANCE OF MARCELLA CIUCKI
In sadness, we must announce that long time Wild Ones member
Marcella Ciucki passed away on Dec. 22nd. Her services were held
on Friday, Dec. 29th at Our Lady of Grace church in Highland.
Marcella was one of our Chapter’s founding members and was secretary for Wild Ones in 2005 and 2006. She was also very active in
the Sand Ridge Audubon Society and served as secretary. A donation in her name has been sent to the Sand Ridge Audubon Society.
Marcella was very faithful in attending meetings up until this past
year.
She will be truly missed.

QUESTIONNAIRE
We passed out a questionnaire last month, asking for your insight
of our meetings and how you’d like to be involved with Wild Ones.
We’ve gotten input from a few members, but would love to get
opinions & suggestions from everyone. If you haven’t turned one in
yet, please take some time to fill it out. Copies will be available at
the next couple meetings. We could really use your help in shaping
our future meetings, and our path going forward.

JANUARY PORTER COUNTY MG GARDENING SHOW
We will have a booth at this show, and need volunteers to man our
booth. The show is January 27, 2018 from 8 - 4. We can break the
day down into 3 shifts so everyone will have a chance to catch
some presentations or shop. Please sign the volunteer sheet at our
January meeting, or contact Karl Ackermann or Kim Moor if you’d
like to help.

REMINDER: GREENHOUSE ORIENTATION
Our January meeting will be at the Greenhouse to review procedures for getting our plants ready & taking care of them for the
months leading up to our May 5th Plant Sale. Bring your favorite
clippers & your own snack. After our orientation, we will have
some time to start ‘playing in the dirt’.
We will also make a volunteer schedule, so consider what days/
times would be convenient for you. If you haven’t ever worked in
the Greenhouse before, we will set you up with a ‘buddy’. Let us
know if you need directions.
REMEMBER - When it’s COLD outside, it’s WARM & feels like
SPRING in the GREENHOUSE!
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The Butterfly Garden at Tri Town Safety Village:
Master Gardener project and education
1350 Eagle Ridge Drive, Schererville, IN

Birding Northwest Indiana

Various Locations - meet at Gibson Woods
1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month at 9 am

Register at BFGevent@gmail.com, or call 219-755-3240

Join a Lake County Parks Naturalist for a field trip to different
birding spots in Northwest Indiana. Trips will begin at Gibson
Woods and participants will carpool to various locations
where migratory and wintering birds have been seen. Locations will be decided the week prior to each trip.
Call 219.844.3188 to register and get the most up to date
location information. Specific Dates: January 4, 18, February 1, 15.
———————————

Jan. 7 - 1-3 pm: Seed Cleaning Class: Dolly Foster &
Kelly Tripp

Name That Toon

Apr. 29- 1-4 pm: Your Own Pollinator Garden
Workshop: Kelly Tripp & Dolly Foster

Gibson Woods
Every Wed at 9:30 a.m.
In order to meet the needs of our new birders here at Gibson
Woods, we have a new series entitled NAME THAT
TOON. Throughout the winter we will be working on understanding bird songs so that come Spring we hope to be able
to identify birds by song that we don't get a chance to see.
Registration is required, so call us at 844-3188, and say
NAME THAT TOON!!
———————————

Feb.4- 1-4 pm : Winter Sowing Workshop: Dolly Foster
& Kelly Tripp
Mar. 4- 1-4 pm: Butterfly Gardening Workshop: Dolly
Foster & Kelly Tripp
Apr. 15- 1-3 pm: Volunteer Orientation

Jun. 10-1-4 pm: EVENT: Meet Your Master Gardeners
Fest/ garden is open to the public
Jul. 22- 1-4 pm: Public hours
Aug.16- 6-8 pm: Seed Collecting Class: Dolly Foster &
Kelly Tripp
Aug. 19- 1-4 pm: Public Hours

Sep. 9- 12-4 pm: EVENT: Monarch Fest

Porter County Expo Center
215 East Division Road
Valparaiso, IN 46383
Saturday, January 27, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$10.00 entry fee
This year's theme is "Renovate! Repurpose! Revitalize!"
You won't want to miss it. Some of the highlights include:

•Presentations by national, regional and local gardening speakers
•Demonstrations - hands on "how to" topics on basic gardening skills
•The Happening Place in Building 3 where there's lots of things TO DO including Make-and-Take floral arrangements!
• More than 125 exhibitors and vendors of products and services for and about gardens and gardening
• Garden photography contest with a new category that reflects our theme, "Renovate! Repurpose! Revitalize!"
•Gently used gardening books and magazines. Bargains begin at $0.25 each.
•Used-but-useful gardening items for sale in the Garden Shed
•Children's Corner educational activities
Click here for more info: http://www.pcgarden.info/
•Catered dining service
•The chance to win valuable door prizes
• A Seed & Bulb Exchange
9:30 a.m. – Keynote "Garden Renovations – Affordable & Attractive Solutions to Enhance Any Size Garden" - Melinda Myers, Author, TV/Radio Host, Horticulture Educator
10:30 a.m. - Room A: "Pollinators – How to Plant for Them and Who They Are"
Jennifer Brennan, Horticulture Information Specialist, Chalet Nursery
Room B: "Creative Repurposed Gardening Containers" Kathy Steele, Owner, Spill the Milk Vintage
11:30 a.m. - Room A: "Vegetable Gardening Success – Bountiful Gardens with Limited Time, Space & Budget" Melinda Myers

Room B "Indiana 1816 – Connecting With Our Past, Preserving for Our Future"
Michael Homoya, Botanist/Plant Ecologist, Indiana Department of Natural Resources
12:30 p.m. - Room A: "Professional’s Secrets to Container Gardening" Jennifer Brennan
1:30 p.m. - Room A: “House Plants” Chuck Roth, Jr., Owner, Chesterton Feed & Garden Center
Room B: "Prolonging the Life of Cut Flowers" Jill Kilhefner, Porter County Advanced Master Gardener
2:30 p.m. - Room A: "When the Going Gets Tough, the Tough Get Growing" Wayne Gruber, Horticulturist, Educator, Owner
Niemeyer's Landscape Supply
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