Before pursuing the ministry, 


I thought about becoming a comedian, 



because sometimes I could be funny 



and had come up with some of my own jokes.  

But a couple of friends sat me down and said, 


“Ryan, 



you could pursue this, 




but there is one major problem when you get to the punchline.”  

I said, 


“I know, 



when I get to the punchline,




...my timing is off.”

I tell you of my troubles, 


because timing is the major issue in this interaction.  


It is all about the timing of everything.  



When you do something 



is just as important as doing it.  

During basketball practice in High School, 


we would shoot half court shots at the end of practice 



to determine how many lines we had to run.  


At some point, 



we all made at least a few.  

But there were a couple of games when we needed to make one 


and didn't.  

All those half court shots we had made 


did not matter, 


we missed the ones at the end of the game that really mattered.

Jesus is telling his disciples that they are free from the temple tax, 


because they are children of God.  


And children of the King do not pay taxes, 



outsiders do.  

Jesus then proceeds to tell Peter how he can go about 


and get the funds for paying the tax.  

So why does Jesus tell us we are free 


and then tell Peter to pay the tax for him and Peter?

It is because the timing is not right.  

Jesus has an issue to bring up about the temple tax, 


but this lone tax collector is not the cause of the issue, 


he is just the messenger 



and Jesus understands the futility in shooting the messenger.  

Jesus' issue is that the temple tax 


has become more than keeping the temple functioning.  

As he asserts when the time is right, 

when he stormed into the temple and flipped the money changers tables, 

“ ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? 


But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”  

The temple tax at this point in history, 


had become a right of passage 



and part of being a Jew.  

As we heard from our Old Testament reading, 


it helped keep the sheep alive in order to be offered as a daily sacrifice, 


bread, wine, and oil on the table as a daily offering.  

But the temple was supposed to be a place to connect with God, 


not to make money, 


do business, 


extort others.  

As we are aware from Matthew's story, 


sometimes the people collecting the money 



collected more than required 



and hurt the people.

But this was not a Roman tax.  

At this time, 


it was a tax to keep the Jewish temple up.  

In 70 AD, 


after the temple is destroyed, 


Rome still collected it 



and used the money to fund Jupiter's Temple in Rome. 

And this tax-collector is traveling to Capernum to collect, 


as was the custom the month before it was due.  

If you did not pay him, 


the only way to pay it was to take it to Jerusalem yourself.  

Jesus is heading to Jerusalem, 

he is heading to the people who collect the full sum and are abusing it, 

so Jesus does not raise his grievance here.  


The time is not right.

We know this from our lives.  

We know that protest marches occasionally happen here, 


but Juneau has many more.  


Washington D.C. has exponentially more than Juneau.  

People go to the capitol, 


to the places of power 

where their message has a higher chance of being heard and responded to.  

So while Jesus' recommendation is prudent and wise, 


is it the point of this passage?  


Is it the good news, 



the gospel?

Not exactly.  


In explaining this wisdom to Peter, 



Jesus shares two things that are worth their weight in gold.  

The first is, 


that Peter, 


and you as a follower of Jesus, 



have become and are children of God.  

Jesus does not spell this out directly, 


but the lines are easily connected.  

Jesus says that the Kings of the Earth collect taxes 


from people other than their sons.  

This is a tax to support the King of the Universe.  


But Jesus definitely is a son 


and here Peter hears that he is too.  



Otherwise he would not be exempt.  

The love of the Father reaches out 


and down to us.  

As is written elsewhere, 


we are encouraged to call Yahweh,



 “Abba, Father.”  

Jesus taught this in the Lord's Prayer 


and is connecting it one more time.  

If you are a child of the King, 


there is no need to pay the King a tax or payment, 



because it is already God's.  


We are free.  

Now, hopefully no one leaves before I make it to the second point, 


because it regulates the first point.  

While we are free from some obligations because we are children of the King, 


we sometimes fulfill them anyway to prevent scandal.  

We run into the word, “Skandalizo.”  


And where the scandal of not paying the tax would occur, 



is that at this point in time, 




the temple tax is important enough to the life of the average Jew, 




their sense of connection and duty, 





that to not pay it 




would cause some of them to not be able to hear the good news.  


The news that we are God's children, 


that God has adopted us by sending his Son.  


That God wants to restore the broken relationship with us.  

Jesus knows that everyone is not where he is with the Father yet.  


And so anytime he uses the term Skandalon, 


the scandal to avoid,



is preventing someone from hearing the message of the gospel.  

We have this idea expressed in lots of ways.  


The term, 



“I have bigger fish to fry,” is one.  


Our use of grape juice instead of wine for communion is another.  



We are making sure that all can participate 




without anyone having to be compromised in other ways.  


The message on our front steps, 



is dangerous, 




but lets everyone know that they can come in at anytime.  



To have the doors closed, 




could be a situation of scandal.

As all things Jesus, 


we find these two pieces of good news 



holding each other in tension.  


We are free, 


but we limit our freedom 



in order to help all come into the folds of God's family.  

This is the first 


in a three part demonstration of how love works by Jesus. 

Yes, we are free, 

but we use and restrain that freedom at times 


to keep our friends and neighbors in relationship with us.

I know many of you have spoke to me about this tension 


without describing it this way.  

You have children who you want to discover a relationship with Jesus, 


but they have not yet. 

But you did not give them an ultimatum 

or try to strong arm them into the church.  


You have refrained from giving them the “Turn or Burn” speech, 


and instead, kept the relationship open for small nudges in the same direction.  



This interaction is support of those actions, 




just make sure you are still nudging them.

If we took a moment to play out Jesus' other option, 


it does not take much imagination to see how things play out 


and why Jesus conforms with the tax, 



even though as a child of God 




he should not be paying it, 



because the King does not tax his children, 




just his subjects.  

The tax collector comes and asks Peter, 


“Doesn't your teacher pay the temple tax?”  

Peter replies, 


“No.  


And Neither do I.  



For He is the Son of God 




and the King does not tax his children.  



I too am a child of God.”  

“I see,”  


says the stunned tax-collector, 



who returns to Jerusalem



and reports to his authorities that Jesus is not going to pay the tax.  

The Pharisee's and Sadducee's, 


who have been trying to trap Jesus now have what they need.  



He is not paying his taxes, 



he is not supporting the ways of Israel since the tent of Meeting.  

The Jews sitting on the fence about Jesus hear this 


and their allegiance is challenged.  



They have been paying their whole life, 




it is part of life, 




and Jesus is rejecting it?  

I don't like to pay taxes, 


but this is to support the worship in the temple 


and make sure my sin offering is paid.  

I guess Jesus is different than I thought.  

The authorities arrest Jesus, 


have a trial, 


and on a Tuesday one week, 



Jesus is found guilty of not paying the Temple Tax 



and encouraging others not to as well.  

The crucifixion still happens, 


but it happens under a confused tone.  

The question is no longer, 


why did Jesus, 



who was innocent have to die in my place?  

The question is now, 


Why was Jesus, 



who was guilty of tax evasion, 




resurrected?

Jesus is taking careful steps to make sure that when he is arrested, 


when he is under trial, 

that it is for the reasons he came to address 


and not some other issue, 



like whether or not taxes are appropriate.  

God is not a proponent of taxes, 


that was what he warned the people about when they asked for a King, 



among other things.  

But Jesus, 


in order to love the world, 


works with some of the ways of the world, 



so that he has opportunities to tell them about the way of his Kingdom.

This is the challenge set out in this text.  


To realize we are free to do as we wish, 



because we are children of the Maker of Heaven and Earth.  


And to realize that we restrain that freedom at times, 



so that others may become children of the Maker of Heaven and Earth 




as well.  

May we discern well when it is time for each way of life.


For people's ultimate punchline depends on it.





Being children of the father



or conquered subjects.
