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Presidents Message
As always the August meeting will take place at the Great Lorain County Fair
Grounds (LCF), we will also view the building where LCBA will have our
100th year anniversary, The reason LCBA takes pride in the LCF and participates in it, is many fold, but on the surface, we have a very long history with
the Fair dating back our very beginning, and as well this is where LCBA receives most of it operating revenue for the year.
It is too late for you to enter the Lorain County Fair this year, but as I have
said many times I think it should be mandatory for anyone selling honey to
enter a fair or honey competition in order to have your product judged
and evaluated by an independent source, that is indifferent as to who you are. Honey is an editable
product sold to the public and you the beekeepers should have an interest, want to know what it is you
are providing to your customers and friends.
However it is not too late to participate in LCBA’s programs at the fair we always need help and what a
better way to get your feet wet then just to help out, come and talk to the public about beekeeping,
work behind the booth, clean up, any
help would be appreciated.
Next month we will discuss winter
prep and with winter losses lingering
about 40 to 50 percent every year
this is a class you will not want to
miss.
Denzil
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LCBA 2018 Upcoming Events and News:
All meetings start at 7 pm at Life Church in Grafton unless specified.
Aug 10

Marking Queen Color

“Most bee

stings are the
result of
inattentiveness

Paper towels

Wheelbarrows

Windex

Circular and jig saws

Dish detergent for cleaning

Paint

Rags you do not want back

Paint brushes

Staple Gun with staples

Screwdrivers

Tape Measures

Blades to remove staples

Shovels

Bleach

Brooms

Extension Cords

Dust pans

Boxes

Trash bags

Hammers

5-gallon buckets

Nails

Ladders

Leaf blower

Aug 14

Deadline to withdraw from selling honey, please notify Gene Gargas

Aug 19

Check in day for exhibitors at the fair

Aug 20-26

Lorain County Fair Week, Monday is honey judging day!

Sep 10

Next 100th Anniversary meeting will be after the fair on Monday 7 pm at Life
Church

on the

beekeepers

Scheduled LCBA meeting will be held at the Lorain fairgrounds
from 6 pm to dark to get the "Honey Town" exhibit up and running along with the selling and exhibit areas! Pizza will be provided for attendees. See list below for cleaning supplies you can help to bring!

Looking forward to seeing everyone soon!

part.”

2018 Mentoring List - Bee / Class Questions
Remember to “Phone a Friend” if you have questions we have several members willing to mentor.

Debbie Fyda

Ashland

419-869-7042

Bonnie Pierson

North Ridgeville

440-327-4593

Tom Roth

Amherst

440-988-2757

Richard Sprague

Sullivan

440-591-9453

Mike Yuhas

Olmsted Falls / Twp.

440-644-0233

David Zemancik

Medina

330-625-3852
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Do honey bees fly in the rain?
We’ve all seen honey bees fly in the rain. A light sprinkle or a short shower seems
to have little effect on a foraging bee. On the other hand, a storm with heavy rainfall
will keep the bees inside their hive. How do the honey bees decide when it’s safe to
fly?
Based on a number of studies and a lot of anecdotal evidence, we know the honey
bees are good at predicting the weather. In fact, honey bees seem to be more accurate than The Weather Channel when it comes to predicting rain. Not only can
they predict it, but they can estimate its intensity. That is why a light drizzle may not
influence their foraging patterns, but a heavy storm can keep them home.

Bad weather can trigger defensiveness
In a paper entitled “The Effects of Meteorological Factors on Defensive Behavior of
Honey Bees”1,researchers found that honey bees are more defensive during the
approach of bad weather. The authors found that these spikes in defensiveness
were largely the result of meteorological factors, including temperature, humidity,
amount of solar radiation, wind speed, and barometric pressure.
Some beekeepers speculate that this increased defensiveness occurs because the
bees “know” they must protect their food stores for the lean times ahead. Since
honey bees are always “mindful” of the future, they increase the defense of their
food stores.

Bees work harder before the storm
In a more recent study, “RFID Monitoring Indicates Honeybees Work Harder Before
a Rainy Day”2,researchers tagged honey bees with RFID devices in order to track
their foraging activity. They found that honey bees spent more time foraging on
days immediately before a significant storm. Furthermore, they found that honey
bees worked later into the evening on the day prior to a storm. Their theory is that
the bees “predict” that food will be in short supply during the stormy weather, so
they work extra hard before the storm hits.
These researchers point to prior studies, such as the one on defensive behavior,
and speculate that honey bees predict the weather based on factors such as temperature, humidity, barometric pressure, and carbon dioxide levels. Many animals
are able to predict inclement weather, just as we humans often do. We say things
like, “Feels like rain” or “Smells like snow,” probably due to similar signals from our
environment.

My own anecdotal evidence
Last year I inadvertently tested this theory with a lawn sprinkler. On a hot and sunny July afternoon I decided to water the lawn next to one of my hives. I set up a
sprinkler which rained down on the hive and the surrounding grass. By all appearances, the bees were unperturbed by this turn of events, coming and going with
pollen and nectar as usual. Even the accumulation of water on the landing board
did not seem to upset them.
This type of observation lends credence to the idea that it is not the raindrops
themselves that determine behavior, but the atmospheric conditions. When honey
bees continue to forage during light showers and summer sprinkles, it is probably
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Do honey bees fly in the rain? Cont’d
because the atmospheric indicators, the ones we can’t see, are telling the bees that
it is safe to forage. “Get over it and keep working; there’s nothing to worry about!”

Behavior to watch for
In the future I intend to watch their behavior more carefully. Do bees foraging in the
rain mean the weather will soon clear, or at least not get worse? Do unusually high
levels of activity on a dry day mean a storm is near? Do drones behave any differently? And how about other species? Now that I’m thinking of this, I can’t wait till
spring.
Rusty
Honey Bee Suite

I often see bumble bees fly in the rain. I wonder if their
standards are different? © Rusty Burlew

Credit: Rural-Urban Record 7-30-18
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To Promote Beekeeping through Education, Cooperation, or any other Efficient Means.

LORAIN COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION

Covering and located in Lorain County, Ohio. LCBA was founded in 1919 as a non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of honeybees and the impact
honeybees have on our world. We provide educational appearances upon request for schools
and other groups. LCBA encourages and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship
programs for students and adult education.
Monthly Meetings

For Membership Mail to:
LCBA Membership
c/o Gargas
2410 Brook Haven Lane
Hinckley, OH 44233
Newsletter Submissions/
Questions
Email: BuzzzzEditor@gmail.com

When:

2nd Friday of the month. Beginning at 7:00 p.m. until
9:30 p.m.

Where: Life Church (Google Maps Link)
1033 Elm Street

Classifieds

We’re on the Web!
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

DISCLAIMER: The BUZZZZ places Classified items as a courtesy to paid members of LCBA
and paid ads for non members. The BUZZZZ and LCBA make no promises, warranties, or
representations as to Classifieds and Advertisements and will not be responsible for any
problems incurred from purchasing items placed for advertising in The BUZZZZ. Any items
purchased through these ads are at the purchasers own risk, on an "AS IS" and "AS AVAILABLE" basis and any risk of using is assumed by you; . The BUZZZZ & LCBA.

DID YOU KNOW DONATIONS TO LCBA DEDUCTIBLE
Lorain County Beekeepers Association is now a 501c(3) organization. Any donations made to LCBA
are now tax deductible.

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees
Members can place classified ads a maximum of four lines (approximately 3/4 inch by 3¾ quarter inch)
for free on a one time basis. If the same ads are placed for more than a month, there will be a fee for
placing the ads. There will also be a fee if ads are larger than the size listed above. Ads will run in the
newsletter which is posted on the LCBA website and emailed to our member circulation and billed
for 12 issues.
Rates for ads are as follows: Provided by customer - * LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole
discretion, to change, modify, add, or delete all or portions of ads for content. Terms and Policies
subject to change.
1(Full) page - $25.00 per month/issue
1/2 page ad - $18.00 per month/issue

1/4 page ad - $12.00 per month/issue
1/8 page ad - $10.00 per month/issue

If you have any questions about advertising contact:
Mike Yuhas, 440-644-0233 / buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

