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STARVE POVERTY SUMMER CAMP

Once again the
volunteers from
SPI arranged a
summer camp
for
Exuma
children.
The
photographs tell
the story.
The
team
transformed the
campus into a
sort of space station and more than 100 children had a
great week.
The Exuma Foundation and the Exuma community
continue to be indebted to SPI for their generosity and
hard work.
SPI volunteers will return in November to do
maintenance work on the Emergency Shelter in
Rolleville and the home they built in Curtis.

EDITORIAL

Early in October
the Exuma
Foundation was
visited by a delegation from the University of The
Bahamas (the old COB) led by the president Dr. Rodney
Smith. The visit was one of several to Family Islands
to explore ways in which the University could expand
beyond Nassau and Freeport.
The University of The Bahamas intends to develop
“Centres of Excellence” on several of the Family Islands
including Exuma by partnering where possible with
existing organizations. The process would begin by
developing a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
between UB and EF. A draft of the MoU will be
distributed to the trustees of The Foundation and
discussions begin on how an agreement could work.
A partnership with The University may be a way for
the Foundation to strengthen its ability to fulMill its
mission into the future.
The Exuma Computer Project mentioned in earlier
newsletter is now up and running in Mive schools. This
project has been funded and organized by Bill Sanford
to whom we are all grateful.
The nationwide problem of falling standards in
secondary schools is widely recognized. One reason
for the decline is the number of children who fall
behind in their primary schools and never catch up.
The Exuma Computer Project aims at preventing early
failure by using individualized learning using Kahn
Academy software and Rachel OfMline hardware.
(khanacademy.org and https://rachelofMline.org)
The Exuma Foundation has provided the project with
logistical support and Hideaways have donated
accommodation for Bill on his visits to Exuma.
The Murray DeYoung Education Foundation has ceased
its contributions to the Exuma Foundation. We are
grateful to the trustees of that fund for the many years
that they supported education on Exuma particularly
where funding for scholarships to the College of The
Bahamas was concerned. It is hoped that a new
relationship with the University may help to Mill this
gap.
Work continues in preparing for construction to begin
on the Children’s Shelter dedicated to the memory of
Marge Carlson. The Foundation has been dug and
discussions held with the contractor who will oversee
construction. The plans are being completed by a local
architect and work should begin before Christmas.

Sustainability is a
big buzz word
these days, but
what does it really
mean? In fact,
there can be
many aspects to
achieving
"sustainability",
but perhaps the
most important
step is building
the capacity and
creating the vision
for younger
generations. GROW Exuma is a program that aims to
promote sustainability on the island of Great Exuma
through youth empowerment, community outreach,
and practical demonstration of permaculture.
Permaculture or "permanent agriculture" is the
foundation of GROW Exuma and can be described
as a set of practices and design principles that
encourage working with rather than against nature in
managing food production, use of water and energy,
and building shelter. In 2017, Bradley Charlton was
taken on as the program's first apprentice and his
progress has been tremendous. Besides making
great strides to improve and maintain our
permaculture backyard farm at the Resource Center,
he has become a certified beekeeper and is now
working toward his permaculture design certificate. In
addition to the apprenticeship position, the program
has also included five L. N. Coakley students in a
work/study program and has inspired a project to
renew the high school's campus garden. We wish to
thank the Argus Fund for generously supporting the
program's first year.
Photo above. Rev. Igarena Taylor who in her eighties
still tends her garden in Rolleville and has been given
help with a small irrigation system. Assisted here by
Grow Exuma tech Danial Sawyer.

FAMILY ISLAND
BOOK INITIATIVE

The Family Island Book Initiative led by Danielle Esposito continues to provide a wide range of books
to all the children on Exuma. All the primary schools have libraries which are replenished on a regular
basis. In a world of finger tapping devices it is good to see kids with books. (Although sometimes a
picture is worth a thousand words.)
More information at https://www.facebook.com/FamilyIslandBookInitiative/videos/903655439703401

BEES BEES BEES

There are now some 65 colonies of bees in
various parts of Exuma. Catherine helps new
beekeepers with advice and the purchase of
equipment as well as honey extraction facilities.
Recently twelve unrelated queens were
introduced into the Exuma mix (top right) Senior
Beekeeper Bradley Charlton requeening a
colony (the small box on the comb contains the
new queen who is protected until she is
accepted by the hive.)
New queens were necessary to expand the
gene pool of Exuma bees. The old queens were
saved from regicide by splitting the colonies.
The Foundation is indebted to Catherine Booker
for her work and dedication to the beekeeping
project
In addition to the bees Catherine continues to
work in the schools and the community on
matters related to conservation.
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If you are an Amazon customer please consider
designating the Exuma Foundation as the charity of
your choice when you make a purchase and Amazon
will donate 0.05% to us.
Thank you.
The Exuma Foundation is registered with Amazon.

NAGB ART CLASSES
Recently The National Art Gallery of The Bahamas held an
exhibition of the work of the late Amos Ferguson (The
Pineapple Man - right - is the style of work many visitors to
Exuma will recognize) at Wendy Carwright’s gallery at Jollie
Hall.
Part of the outreach by the Gallery was to sponsor art classes
for students at the Foundation’s Activities Centre (above students with their work.).

COMPUTER PROJECT

The Exuma Computer Project funded
and organized by Bill Sanford and
supported by the Foundation is now
up and working in six schools.
There have been difficulties. To begin
with the Internet was too slow and
unreliable for the students to be able
to connect.
Bill overcame this
problem by providing RACHEL
access points allowing the students to
connect to a fast wireless source
located in their own classrooms.
The project aims to prevent children
falling behind in the early years in the
These students participating in the Compter Project at Mount basic subjects and subsequently
failing in high school.
Thomson School.

