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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6  Sukkot 7
Sisterhood Mindy 7:30 p.m.
Meeting Agler
9:30 a.m. Counseling Ken Atlas
Sukkah
) post-lrma .
Decoration 6 Laurie Blum &
11:00 a.m. p-m. Gary Margolis
8 9 10 11 12 13 Yizkor 14
Mindy Service
Agler Simchat Torah
Counselin Joyce Peckman &
9 Bernard Ginsburg
post-lrma
6 p.m. Linda Perloff &
Mitch Harvey
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Mindy
KJCC Agler Joe Shabathai
Board Counseling
Meeting post-irma Kathy and Joe
10 a.m. 6 p.m. Shabathai
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Rabbi Agler’s
Mindy h q 1st morning
Agler Beth Hayden service of
Counseling the season
post-irma Steve Steinbock | 10:00 a.m.
6 p.m.
29 30 31

Names denote leaders of Friday services.
Italicized names are Oneg sponsors.
Services every Friday at 7:30 p.m.
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President’s Message
Beth Hayden

Shalom uvracha,

And so we go on post-
Irma. The KJCC building sus-
tained no damage and never
lost electricity. Grounds and
trees suffered greatly but, all
in all, we were very fortunate.
While generally we pray for
the safety of Israel, that was
somewhat reversed this year.
KJCC received a lovely letter
of support from the Conserva-
tive Minyan of Kfar Vradim
(Village of Roses) in the Gali-
lee. You can read the letter
yourself on page 3.

Despite everything, KJCC
observed both the first and
second days of Rosh HaSha-
nah services so ably led by
Rabbi Agler and Cantor
Dzubin. We gathered in the
social hall prior to services
the first evening in order to
enjoy apples and honey as
harbingers of a sweet year.
While attendance was not as
high as in a “normal” year, the
first evening and first day
were well attended by around
60 congregants.

The second day services
drew roughly 20 attendees
who, among other things,
learned about the “incomplete
vav” in the word shalom as
addressed in one of Rabbi’s
study sessions. If you were
one of the unfortunates who
missed that second day, try to
find someone who was there
and can tell you about this
intriguing vav.

While we had to forego
our traditional Rosh HaShanah

dinner be-
cause of Irma, as always, Sis-
terhood and our outstanding
members rose to the chal-
lenge. We had onegs, snacks
and luncheons. Many thanks to
Susan Gordon, Sisterhood
President, and all the wonder-
ful men and women who en-
sured KJCC could offer food
and beverages as part of the
New Year celebration. Thanks
to Barbara and Richard
Knowles, Jane Friedman, Mary
Anne Pearl, Kathy Shabathai,
Marc Bloom, and Luz Levine.
And many thanks to our own
intrepid Carla who was always
there, always smiling and al-
ways working. And more
thanks to the gentleman who
sees to the KJCC building and
grounds, Lawrence Zischka,
aka “Count”, who performed a
minor miracle clearing the
parking lot of trees and debris
in time for Rosh HaShanah.
Last, but not least, thanks to
Ken Atlas for providing securi-
ty on a day “off” from ongoing
12-hour work shifts. Now we
make ready for Yom Kippur,
the most solemn day in the
Jewish calendar year.

Hopefully, most KJCC mem-
bers who evacuated will be
back with us by then. May it be
an easy fast for everyone and
may 5778 be a wonderful year
for all of us and a year in
which each of us finishes with
a “chatimah tovah”.

Gmar chatimah tovah, Beth
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Nosh

THE Holiday: Our Sukkot Ceremony
Because of Irma's aftereffects, we've had to
make some adjustments to previously announced
plans. Rich and Mindy Agler regret that they will

not be able to host their Sukkot potluck this
year. Nevertheless, you will still have the oppor-
tunity to perform the mitzvah of shaking the lulav
and inhaling the scent of the etrog twice — at
11:00 a.m. Sunday morning, October |*, when
we decorate our Sukkah, and on Friday evening,
October 6™ in our own Sukkah after services.
(Please see the Sukkot article on page 22.)

Rabbi Agler's Monthly Services Resume

Our Resident Scholar has once again volun-
teered to offer a monthly Shabbat morning ser-
vice in season. Mark your calendar. October 28
is the date, 10:00 a.m. (sharp) is the time. The
parashah we'll be exploring is Lech Lecha, the
beginning of Avram's journey from his home, a
journey that will lead to his new name, Abraham,
and creation of a monotheist nation. (That's us.)
Join the group of eager members and friends
who come to be engaged by the warm, informal,
thought-provoking style of Rabbi Richard Agler.
You'll be glad you did.

Simchat Torah Celebration Plus

We won't just be unrolling and re-rolling the
student Torah any more. We're moving on to
something bigger. A few months ago we aired
out our revitalized Holocaust Torah for the first
time. It's a vow we made, to do our part to keep
our Torah kosher. The new year, 5778, brings
not just a new year but a new season of accept-
ing responsibility. Come and be part of "holy
rolling." Rabbi Agler will not give his seven-
minute translation into English of the entire
scroll. Instead, we will get deeper insights from
him as we roll along. That night, October 13,
will also mark the observance of Yizkor. Bernie
Ginsberg will lead us in this second mandated
remembrance service of the New Year. But wait,
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there's more. Celebration and sorrow ends with
more celebration. We'll be dancing with our To-
rahs and there might just be a chocolate extrava-
ganza oneg at the end of it all.

KJCC'’s Israel Trip 2018

The KJCC is planning a trip to Israel next year.
The trip will be led by the best tour guide possi-
ble — our own Rabbi Richard Agler. (Ask Joyce,
Gloria, Medina or Barney what their experience
was like, four who went on this adventure with
Rabbi Agler in 2013 and waxed rhapsodic about
it in Chai-Lights.) This journey will provide a
unique opportunity not only to visit ancient his-
toric sites and religious highlights, but a chance
to LIVE the culture of modern day Israel. The
details of the trip, dates and costs, are still being
worked out as of publication time. We are trying
to determine the extent of serious interest first.
Non-KJCC members or family are welcome to
join us at no cost premium. |'ve agreed to be the
KJCC trip coordinator, so if you have ANY in-
terest please send me an email at
smpearl@gmail.com. After talking to a number of
people during Rosh HaShanah, we can already see
that the interest is strong. I'll be in touch with all
who have spoken to or e-mailed me as soon as
we have more information. Looking forward —
Scott Pearl.

Oneg Sponsors for October 2017

October 6th - Laurie Blum and Gary Margolis,
in honor of Laurie's Grandmother's
Yahrzeit.

October | 3th - Chocolate Oneg Extravaganza
sponsored by Linda Perloff and Mitch
Harvey in celebration of Mitch's birthday.

October 20th - Kathy and Joe Shabathai,
celebrating Joe’s birthday.

October 27th - Steve Steinbock, in loving
memory of Carol.




October Birthdays

2Nd. Michael Gilson
3rd. Natalie Dorf
Ath. o Michael Kanarek
Atho o Michael Krissel
Stheve Mathew Tainow
6th. ..o Joel Bernard
6th. . Mitchell Harvey
Tthoo o Jordan Feig
lthe Olivia Landes
12€h. . Benay Krissel
13th. .o Richard Kaufman
l4th. ..o Paul Friedman
l4th. . Samantha Sherman
[4th . ..o Sidney Finkelstein
ISth. Marcia Kreitman
ISthe Matthew A. Silverman
ISth Michael Tallent
16th. ..o, Kiersten Persoff
I7€h. . Jay Hershoff
17€h. ., Stacey W. Seewald
I8th.. e Payton Borisoff
20th. .o Barbara Knowles
20th...ciiiiiiiieeee .Sydney Faye-Davis
208t Sammy Knowles
22nd. Daniel Tainow
22Nd.nii Joseph Shabathai
22Nd. e Susan Roberts
24th. ..o Stacy Temkin
25th. .o Landon Strasser
25th. i Richard Wolfe
29th. .o Adriana Sherman
29th. e Shyella Mayk
30th. .o Franklin Greenman
30th. . Katie J. Schur
30th. e Mark Hitzig
P Brittany Schur

Sorry For the Brief Delay

You’'ll notice, we're sure, that this issue of
Chai-Lights is delayed by a few days. Not to
make excuses, but we did have a production
glitch or two because of Dame Irma. (Not to
mention no internet or power.) But we should
be back on normal schedule for November.

October Anniversaries

Years
2nd Paul & Barbara Bernstein............23
6th Sue Sigel & William Pomenti........27
I5th David & Toby Goldfinger........... 58
l6th  Jerry & Barbara Herson.............. 18

22nd  Scott & Mary Anne Pearl........... 29
22nd  Steve & Luzviminda Levine...........5
28th Michael & Suzanne Gilson...........16
3lst Harvey & Judith Klein................ 63

From halfway around the world (or almost) in
Israel’s Galilee, good friends of Beth Hayden
sent the following post-Irma letter of support to
the KJCC community:

ey
I% ﬁ-—
|9 September 2017

Dear Beth and Members of the KJCC,

HaMinyan HaMishpachti HaMasorti in Kfar
Vradim, Israel, is thinking of you.

As closely as possible from 5,000 miles away,
we followed the harrowing days of Irma’s ap-
proach and watched as the storm broke over the
Caribbean and Florida. Now, as we reflect during
the Tishrei Holidays, we wish you strength as
you begin rebuilding.

May this Rosh Hashanah bring a year of crea-
tion and restoration. May it offer opportunities
to correct and strengthen our relationships with
nature and our fellow man, as we strive towards
understanding and peaceful co-existence. May
our collective goals bring us together for the
betterment of our common existence, and may
nature’s beauty overcome her wrath.

L’Shana Yoteir Tova,

Judith and Avery Jochnowitz,
on behalf of HaMinyan HaMasorti HaMishpachti
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The Margulies Family Sanctuary

In January of 2017, Stanley and Jenny Margu-
lies made a very generous gift to the Keys Jewish
Community Center. In their honor and in the
spirit with which the gift was given, our sanctu-
ary, by vote of the KJCC Board in February, was
renamed “The Margulies Family Sanctuary.” That
name is now installed above the doorway, along
with the beautiful and appropriate blessing ap-
proved by Stan from Deuteronomy 28:6:
“Blessed are you for having come and blessed are
you in your going forth.” It arcs in beautiful brass
Hebrew letters over the new name and a plaque
stating:

Named to Honor the Support and Generosity
of Stanley and Jenny
For Helping Assure the Future of the KJCC.

Once again, we thank the Margulies family for
their commitment to Jewish values, culture, and
an ongoing active Jewish Community here in our
inclusive Florida Keys home.

A Sephardic Service

We don't often get a whole new service ex-
perience. Dana Grace gave us that by bringing us
a host of new melodies and insights. Now, Joseph
Shabathai will bring us his tradition of a Sephardic
service. We already know one difference: they
get to eat corn, beans and rice on Passover.
(They also have different traditions for Sukkot.)
Let's see what this service is like. Thank you, Joe,
for another new experience. (Please see Joe’s
article on page 20 about his Jewish experience
growing up in the British Colony of Aden, in to-
day’s Yemen.)
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Hurricane
A poem by Gloria Avner

Princess Moonfeathers

said hurricanes are necessary

to pull earth’s hair

Turtle Island's

tropic swamps coral reefed and rocky
need the scalp massage

weed the weak trees

make room around the others' roots
to let nutrition in

full-blooded 96 year old Cherokee Indian
done with hiding in the white man's world
away for Labor Day

1935

buying supplies in Miami

rides out the big one

in her little boat

sees the ruins first hand next day
men dead in trees

clothes blown off

bones black with blood

two hundred WWI veterans
grateful to be working

gone

twisted iron rails
spikes in turquoise waters

key deer visit her

a miniature six point buck
a doe two fawns

in rapt communication
vibrations of our drums
and one coral rock

mark the spot



Our Garden Survived Intact

There aren’t too many places in the Keys
showing no damage from Irma. The grounds of
KJCC are a mess of debris and downed tree
limbs. (The building is fine.) But one place that
suffered no damage at all was our beautiful and
precious Meditation Garden. No bricks, memori-
al trees or even benches were uprooted or over-
turned. It is as it was before the storm, though it
does admittedly have some areas that need a
little raking. The Beth/Stanlake gazebo, which is

currently serving (as it does each year) as the
KJCC sukkah, is undamaged, as is the orchid per-
gola. Even the sign welcoming everyone to the
Garden is fine. We can’t know for certain, but
we’re told that we're also the only place in the
Upper Keys where flowers are blooming, in the
landscaped portion of the parking lot. (Okay,
maybe they’re wildflowers, but honey gets made
from them, too.) Also, Count tells us that no
water washed onto the property, unusual for
anything Oceanside. Thank you, mangroves.

Ongoing Projects and Mitzvah Programs of KJCC

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE: If you know of any member who should receive a get well, congratula-
tions or condolence card from the KJCC, call Gene Silverman, 305-664-3316.

CEMETERY INFORMATION: If you wish to plan for the very distant future, you can reserve space
at the Kendall Mt. Nebo Cemetery in the KJCC section. Call Beth Hayden 305-773-0067.

MEDITATION GARDEN: Have you visited our beautiful garden? Call Steve Steinbock, 305-394-
0143, to reserve a bench, brick or tree plaque for posterity.

PICTURE POSTCARDS: We have beautiful picture postcards in the KJCC Gift Shop bearing the
Millard Wells representation of the KJCC which was commissioned by Sisterhood. They can be pack-
aged to fit your needs and mailed to you or your gift recipient. The price is $36 per hundred but we
will sell lesser quantities. Contact Susan Gordon, 305-766-3585.

ONEG SHABBAT OR DINNER SPONSOR: To schedule your special date with Sisterhood, call
Joyce Peckman, 732-447-5225 or e-mail her at joycepeckman@gmail.com.

KJCC TREE OF LIFE LEAVES and ROCKS, SANCTUARY SEAT PLATES, YAHRZEIT MEMORIAL
PLAQUES: Call Sydney! Faye-Davis, 305-613-3010 to arrange your donation.

KJCC BOOKPLATES for siddurim: Call Linda Pollack, 305-852-8575 for information.

CHAI-LIGHTS MITZVAH: Place a greeting or notice in Chai-Lights. Call Linda Kaplan, 305-978-

6256, to make your donation.

ADVERTISEMENT IN CHAI-LIGHTS or DIRECTORY: Your business ad will appear in every issue
of Chai-Lights. Call Linda Kaplan, 305-978-6256, for annual rates.

LIVE GREEN — RECYCLE: We are recycling ink cartridges, laser toners, cell phones, laptops,
iDevices, tablets and more. Call Steve Steinbock, 305-394-0143, or just bring your items to the KJCC.

TIKKUN OLAM PROJECT: Bring your empty prescription and vitamin bottles to the KJCC and place
in the collection box. We are assisting Burton Memorial to provide them to Haiti, where they are

desperately needed.

Call the names listed above for assistance or send your request and check to the KJCC, P.O. Box
1332, Tavernier, FL 33070. Recipients of your gifts will be notified by card and listings will appear in
Chai-Lights as well. Honorarium and memorial cards can also be requested. Donations can be ear-
marked to our various ongoing funds; e.g. Holocaust Education Fund, Meditation Garden, Rabbi & Can-
tor Fund, Scholarship Fund, Sara Cohen Memorial Tzedukah Fund, Sunshine Fund, or General Fund.
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Tallit, Kipot, Kiddush Cups, Candlesticks
Mezuzzot, Jewelry and Morel!

o -

g 4

For further information contact:
Susan Gordon (305) 766-3585
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S Memoriam Cutober 2017

In Memory Of
Perren Gerber

By Gloria Avner
>SS >SS

In Memory Of
Gertrude Widlan

By Norbert Birnbaum
>SS

In Memory Of
Arnold Tomor

By Barbara A. Calev
<>L>I>ISISISSSS>ISI>S<S>

In Memory Of
Natalie Field

By Carol Field
>SS I>S<S>

In Memory Of
Stanley ). Goodman

By Jamie & Laura Goodman
<S>>SO

In Memory Of
Fanny Elson

By Mrs. Marty Graham
<S>>I ISISISISISISISISL<S>

In Memory Of
Henry Walter Isenberg

By Patricia Isenberg
>SS SIS

In Memory Of
Stephen Berman

By Sylvia Berman
>SS IS

In Memory Of
Audrey Bloom

By Marc Bloom
<S>>I SS><>

In Memory Of
Abraham Kanowsky

By Wes & Rita Conklin
>SS

In Memory Of
Nettie Fishman

By Eina G. Fishman
>SS

In Memory Of
Simon Skolnick

By Susan Gordon
<S>>I LISISLISISIS>L<>

In Memory Of
Lilian Goldenberg

By Mrs. Marty Graham
<S>>I ISLISLISISIS>L<>

In Memory Of
Leah Kamely

By Yardena Kamely
>SS

In Memory Of
Fanny Grossman Bernard

By Joel Bernard & Joan Stark
>SS IS

In Memory Of
Steven V. Calev

By Barbara A. Calev
<S>>I >ISSISIS>IS<><>

In Memory Of
Harriet Feder

By David & Suzi-Sara Feder
>SS

In Memory Of
Muriel Catanase

By Jane Friedman
>SS

In Memory Of
Joseph Elson

By Mrs. Marty Graham
>SS

In Memory Of
Leonard Weiser

By Andrew & Randi Grant
>SS

In Memory Of
Michal Kamely

By Uri & Liliam Kamely
>SS SIS
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S Memoriam Cutober 2017

In Memory Of
Michal Kamely

By Yardena Kamely
>SS IS

In Memory Of
Esther M. Klein

By Harvey & Judith Klein
>SS

In Memory Of
Sidney Blum

By Gary Margolis & Laurie Blum
<>LK>LI>I>ISISSSS>I>S<S>

In Memory Of
Joel S. Cohen

By Lynn Nobil
>SS I>I>S<S>

In Memory Of
Bradley Schocket

By Jeffrey Schocket
S R e T

In Memory Of
Jon R. Singer

By Mary Lee Singer
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Joel S. Cohen

By Richard & Sheila Steinberg
>SS
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In Memory Of
Rebekah Levy

By Yardena Kamely
>SS

In Memory Of
Neel Christensen

By Nancy Kluger
<S>>I SS><>

In Memory Of
Rosie Kleinfeldt Blum Krilov

By Gary Margolis & Laurie Blum
>SS

In Memory Of
David Frank

By Linda Pollack
>SS

In Memory Of
Patty Silver

By Jeffrey Schocket
>SS IS

In Memory Of
Morton I. Singer

By Mary Lee Singer
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Saunders G. Cohen

By Richard & Sheila Steinberg
>SS

In Memory Of
Ron Levy

By Beth Kaminstein
>SS IS

In Memory Of
Eliza Christensen

By Nancy Kluger
<S>>SO

In Memory Of
Jose (Pepe) Cohen Charaf

By Stanley & Jenny Margulies
>SS

In Memory Of
Rosalyn Rose

By Skip Rose
>SS

In Memory Of
Maurice Singer

By Lee Schur
>SS IS

In Memory Of
Solomon Felder

By Stuart & Geri Smith
<S>>I ISLISLISLISISIS>L<>

In Memory Of
Carol Steinbock

By Stephen Steinbock
>SS IS



S Memoriam Cutober 2017

In Memory Of In Memory Of In Memory Of
Herbert S. Weihl Sarah Wernicoff Doran David Zinner
By Alfred & Sue Ann Weihl By Donald Zinner By Donald Zinner
<S>>I ISISISISISIBBS SIS ISISISISISISISISISIBCS S>> IS>S IS IS IS IS IS
In Memory Of In Memory Of In Memory Of
Audrey Bloom Harriet Feder David Frank
By Marc Bloom By David & Suzi-Sara Feder By Linda Pollack
<SS ISISISISISISISIBS <SISISISISISISISISISISISCS  <S>KIS>IS>ISISISIS SIS IS
In Memory Of In Memory Of In Memory Of
Perren Gerber Michal Kamely Carol Steinbock
By Gloria Avner By Yardena Kamely By Stephen Steinbock

SIS IEIEIEIEIEIEIES OIS IEISIISISIIBISISIEIEIES . IBIBIEISISISISISISISISIE3>

MISHEBERACH — A PRAYER FOR HEALING

When the Torah is read, we are granted an especially opportune moment to invoke blessing for
those in need of divine intervention. So for hundreds of years it has been a tradition, before the
Torah is returned to the ark, to recite the names of those who are ill, asking that Hashem, who
blessed our founding ancestors, also bless those in need of healing. The person is not called by the
standard Hebrew name (ex: Moshe ben {son of} Amram). Instead the mother’s name is invoked
(Moshe ben Jochebed.)

When the Reform movement moved the major Shabbat service from Saturday morning to Friday
night, the prayer for healing, often in the form composed by Debbie Friedman, became an important
element of their Friday night service.

The KJCC is non-denominational, but we too have incorporated the Misheberach prayer into our
Friday evening service, after the dvar Torah (Torah talk.) We maintain a list of long-term and short-
term names, as well as inviting names to be called from the congregation. There are even post cards
at the back of the room to be used by anyone who wants to inform a friend or family member that
they have been the subject of our community’s prayer.

If you have someone that you wish to add or remove from KJCC’s Misheberach list, please, call
or e-mail and let us know. We’ll happily include any name (or names) you tell us about. The main
KJCC number is 305-852-5235. The website, which accepts e-mail, is keysjewishcenter.com.
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l(sys JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

B SISTERHOOD

N SPONSORSHIP

)% OPPORTUNITIES:

Bl onEcseo | &
SHABBAT DINNER $300

YOUR ONEG OR DINNER SPONSORSHIP WILL BE = >
PUBLISHED IN CHAI-LIGHTS AND KJCC EMAILS =)
AND ANNOUNCED FROM THE BEMA.

C

Nagen __'i"}i>
Honor a loved one or celebrate a special event such as a /|
yahrzeit, birthday, anniversary, new baby, graduation, < S
bar/bat mitzvah, safe return or any other occasion of your (\
choice. ~ 2

For Onegs, Sisterhood will purchase challah, wine, coffee/
tea/soft drinks. Desserts may be provided by Sisterhood or by \
You, the Sponsor. —

Please send your donation with accompanying .information to:.
KJCC Sisterhood
PO Box 116
Tavernier, FL 33070
We truly appreciate your generous support.
For further information contact Joyce Peckman
Jjoycepeckman@gmail.com - (732) 447-5225

Yy -seg
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have had our monthly meeting as planned

on Wednesday, September 6%. But the times
during that first week of September were any-
thing but ordinary. After days of watching

I n ordinary times, KJCC Sisterhood would

Irma’s march towards South Florida and prepar-

ing emergency supplies, the day on which we
were supposed to have our meeting turned out
to be the day we received notice of mandatory
evacuation. The women of KJCC Sisterhood
soon scattered, with families and pets, to head
in many different directions, our primary goals
then being personal and family safety while
securing homes and belongings as best we
could. | wanted more than anything for every-
body to be safe. We all stayed in touch by
phone and text and e-mail as best we could. No
one knew how badly our homes or our syna-
gogue would be affected or how long the after-
effects would last. We had long-distance dis-
cussions about what we would do if the syna-
gogue was damaged or had no power. How
could we possibly have a dinner or even a ser-
vice if we had no lights or air-conditioning? We
could only make decisions moment by mo-
ment, and from a distance. One decision made
early as the storm approached was to cancel
Shabbat and Selichot services.

While | was gone, some people started re-
turning. | felt it was important to have a Friday
night service at the KJCC for those people who
stayed throughout the storm or who had man-
aged to come back despite the curfews. We had
canceled activities before we knew what dam-
age might occur. Amazingly, KJCC did not lose
electric power, and that suddenly made things
possible that we could not have foreseen when
we canceled. | want to thank all the people re-
sponsible for opening the synagogue, conduct-
ing services and carrying on our Jewish KJCC
traditions. You tried to bring normalcy and
comfort back to us with Shabbat observance
and continuation of the onegs we love so much
and are so important to our functioning as a
Jewish community. We needed the opportunity

Sisterhood
Susan Gordon

to come together in grati-
tude.l am sorry that we
were not able to have the
homemade brisket dinner we have become ac-
customed to enjoying on Erev Rosh HaShanah,
but these were unusual and stressful circum-
stances.

Still, it was a delight to get together before
services that night in the social hall and see
everybody hugging, sharing stories of where
they were during the storm, and wishing each
other a sweet new year as we blessed and ate
our apples dipped in honey.

I would also like to thank all who contribut-
ed to the two excellent Rosh HaShanah lunch-
eons and snacks in the break between services
on such short notice. Sydney! Faye-Davis
and Kathy Shabathai were tireless in their or-
ganizational abilities and in the kitchen. Mary
Anne Pearl came through at the last minute
with all sorts of food preparation and help for
Carla. Barbara and Richard Knowles did much
shopping as well as major food preparing. Marc
Bloom, honorary Sisterhood member, made his
famous herring and sour cream. Jane Friedman,
our amazing Sisterhood Vice-President, made
sure we had a variety of healthy and delicious
foods. Thanks to the efforts of many Sisterhood
members, the whole Rosh HaShanah experience
was a nourishing as well as spiritual success.

With Erica Lieberman-Garrett back from To-
ronto to coordinate Sisterhood’s efforts for our
break-the-fast feast at the end of Yom Kippur,
we will have created a fitting conclusion to a
holiday season unlike any other. The beginning
of 5778 will be locked into our collective
memory as a completely unique experience.

Whether we are praying together, socializ-
ing, making food, or breaking bread, it is this
spirit of helping one another and loving one
another, even in a time of crisis and confusion,
that gives my heart joy, knowing that | and all
of KJCC Sisterhood are part of something great-

er than ourselves. L’Shanah tovah to all. o
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Photo Gallery

The top three pho-
tos here were taken at
the oneg on August
18th. Top left shows
Jan Price offering a
perfect view of the
homemade brownies
she had baked that
day and brought to be
consumed (they were)
that evening. The oth-
er two photos are of
Barbara and Richard
Knowles, sponsors of
the evening’s oneg.

Steve Smith
joined Jonah
Gross (above
and right) as
trumpeteers
with the Coral
Shores Pep
Band at the
football game on
Friday, Septem-
ber Ist.
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Our Bernie Ginsberg has decided to
retire again. (He thought he’d done it
once before, right before he moved to
the Keys.) He’s -
holding a cake
given to him by
Rich and Mindy
Agler, at left.

In the photo above, Lin-
da Pollack poses with Luigi
Price, Jan Price’s service dog
and the newest KJCC celeb-
_ | rity. In the photo near left,
Dave, Nyan and Suzi Feder
(Suzi’s in the back seat) wave while on summer musical
tour in the southeast. Unfortunately, Hurricane Irma
changed those plans. She also did in Dave’s office/trailer
at home (at far left), though he says nothing irreplacea-
ble was lost. The photo below shows a group of LDS
Church members from Boca who fanned out all over the
upper Keys to help with debris clean-up for anyone who
asked. Kathy
Shabathai
snapped this
A photo when
the group
appeared at
her house in
Islamorada.
They were
also looking
to help any-
one who
needed food.
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Our extended brick walkway is in place. Come and
spend some time walking around our peaceful and
beautiful Meditation Garden. Bricks and benches can
be purchased as honorariums or memorials and as
gifts. Trees line the walkway and are available for
dedication to our loved ones or to memorialize a happ

occasion.

Also newly dedicated is our Orchid Pergola. We invite
you to become a part of this fresh undertaking. Make
your donation toward a new and beautiful orchid. The
orchid will be tagged with the name of the donor and

the name of the person being honored or remembered.

Information regarding pricing for orchids, bricks
and benches can be obtained by visiting our
website, keysjewishcenter.com.
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World Jewish Report

An Historic Decision

Israel’s High Court recently issued a
groundbreaking ruling, finding in favor of
Batya Kahana-Dror, an Israeli lawyer, to be-
come the director of Israel’s rabbinic court, a
position that up until this ruling was available
exclusively to men. In 2014, Kahana-Dror
applied to become the rabbinic court’s direc-
tor but was rejected. She was told that the
position was open only to candidates who
have served as religious court judges or who
are qualified to be municipal rabbis - both
jobs currently available to men only. She,
along with two civil rights organizations, peti-
tioned Israel’s High Court. In mid-August the
Court found in her favor, saying that while
religious jobs are exempt from anti-
discrimination laws, the director’s position
was an administrative one and as such must
be open to both men and women. The Court
felt that the job should be open to anyone
experienced with arguing before the rabbinic
court or any lawyer with a relevant back-
ground in Jewish law. Kahana-Dror said that
the ruling was “...an important achievement
in the struggle for the rights of women in the
Rabbinical Court system” and that this deci-
sion would also “strengthen the values of Ju-
daism and democracy.” (www.tabletmag.com,
8-17-17)

In the Aftermath of Charlottesville

Bryn Mawr College, a private college locat-
ed in suburban Philadelphia, announced that
it is placing a year-long moratorium on the
use of the name of M. (Martha) Carey Thom-
as, a founder and past president (1894-1922)
who was a known racist and anti-Semite. Both
the library and the great hall are named for
her. During and before her tenure as college
president, Thomas actively worked to bar
Jews from entering Bryn Mawr, both as faculty
members and as students. At the end of Au
gust, College President Kim Cassidy wrote a

Medina Roy

letter to the Bryn Mawr
community saying that
Thomas “had a profound impact on opportuni-
ties for women in higher education, on the ...
identity of Bryn Mawr, and on the physical plan
of the campus.” Cassidy went on to say that
“[Thomas] also openly and vigorously advanced
racism and anti-Semitism as part of her vision
of the College.” A working group of faculty,
students, staff trustees and alumni was formed
to review and make a determination as to what
to do about the name on the buildings. Bryn
Mawr has 1,346 undergraduate students. Two
hundred - some fifteen percent - are Jewish.
(www.forward.com, 8-29-17)

United Hatzalah’s “Wonder Woman”

Despite resistance from her ultra-Orthodox
community, Jerusalem family therapist Miriam
Ballin became a medic. Following that, she
started a psychological first aid unit. At the end
of August, the Houston-born native - she still
has family and friends there - left her husband,
a family physician at Hadassah Medical Center,
in charge of their five young children as she
headed to southeast Texas. Ballin, 33, and six
other Israeli mental health professionals went
there help locals cope with the flooding caused
by Hurricane Harvey. They are experts in their
field and have lots of experience responding to
local emergencies, including dozens of terror-
ist attacks. Ballin is head of the Psychotrauma
Unit of United Hatzalah, a mostly ultra-
Orthodox volunteer emergency service based
in Jerusalem. She spearheaded the creation of
the unit in 2016 during a wave of Palestinian
violence to provide psychological support to
those experiencing traumatic events. The unit
has some 200 members, made up of medics,
psychiatrists, psychologists and social workers
who have been trained by Israeli experts on the
psychology of crises. They have responded to
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dozens of situations, including terror attacks,
wartime trauma, severe injuries and car acci-
dents, suicides, forest fires and other natural
disasters. Hurricane Harvey is their first expe-
rience with flooding. There are many first
responders and medical professionals on the
ground, but with so many people displaced,
psychological support is sorely needed. “The
provision of psychological support in the
acute stages of trauma, from incident to sev-
en days, is something we’re leading the world
in,” said Dov Maisel, United Hatzalah’s vice
president of international operations. Ballin
and her team coordinated with local and fed-
eral officials on the ground as well as leaders
of the Jewish community, which has been
especially hard hit. American Jewish donors -
many in Houston - funded the trip. Ballin’s
group is not the only Israeli rescue team in
Houston. Members of the Israeli humanitarian
NGO group IsrAID rushed to Texas to provide
supplies, remove debris and lead stress relief
and recreational activities. (www.jpost.com, 8-
31-17)

AclarTech’s Motto: “Know Your Fruit”

Avi Schwartzer was extremely disappoint-
ed with the fruit he picked from his backyard.
As a computer scientist working as R&D man-
ager at Hewlett-Packard in Israel, he was sure
there was a tool or an app to be able to deter-
mine, on the spot, a fruit’s quality and ripe-
ness. Doing some research, he discovered
many scientific instruments, each providing
little pieces of this puzzle, but not quite what
he was hoping to find. So in 2016, he and
partner Ruby Boyarski founded AclarTech in
Ness Ziona, a suburb of Rechovot. Together
they developed the AclaroMeter, a device wel-
comed especially by farmers, wholesalers and
retailers. The two men combined two unique
made-in-Israel tools: AclarTech’s proprietary
algorithm plus Consumer Physics’ SCiO
handheld molecular sensor in order to create
the AclaroMeter. “We put a software layer on
top of the SCiO hardware. You could compare
it to GPS and WAZE; you cannot build WAZE
without GPS,” explained Schwartzer. (WAZE is
the Israeli-produced free traffic and naviga-
tion app.) SCiO reveals internal attributes of
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the fruit such as sweetness and dry weight.
The device “crunches that data, along with
smartphone camera images of external attrib-
utes such as color and size, to display a qual-
ity and ripeness ‘grade’ for the fruit (or clus-
ter of fruits) instantaneously.” All data, as
well as additional statistical information and
reports, are available online for analysis.
Schwartzer believes that inaccurate infor-
mation as to when to pick produce leads to a
yearly loss of half of all fruits and vegetables
grown commercially. AclaroMeters are now
being used by Carmel Wines, the national
fruit-quality regulation board, the Ministry of
Agriculture and agricultural research at the
Volcani Institute - which supports Israeli agri-
culture research, focusing on plant sciences,
animal sciences, plant protection, soil and
environmental sciences, food sciences, and
agricultural engineering. (The Institute was
founded in 1921 by Yithak Elazari Volcani, for
whom it is named.) AclarTech plans to market
the AclaroMeter all around the world. “Our
vision is to improve the efficiency and quality
of fresh agricultural produce along the food
chain, from the farmer to the table of the
consumer,” said Schwartzer. “Our goal is to
be the standard for fruit quality and ripe-
ness.” (www.israel21c.org, 8-30-17)

In Honor of Elie

A bipartisan bill, named for the late Elie
Wiesel, whose purpose is to improve the Unit-
ed States’ response to emerging or potential
genocides, was introduced in the U.S. House
of Representatives at the end of June. The Elie
Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act
of 2017 was introduced by Representatives
Joe Crowley (D-N.Y.) and Ann Wagner (R-Mo.).
If it becomes, law, it will ensure that the offi-
cial policy of the United States is to consider
the prevention of genocide and other crimes
a matter of national security.

The bill also establishes an interagency
Mass Atrocities Task Force and encourages
the Director of National Intelligence to in-
clude information on atrocities in the annual
crime report to Congress. “From the Holo-
caust to South Sudan, from Burma to Syria,
the world has witnessed far too many geno-
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cides and mass atrocity crimes,” Wagner
said. “...the fact that over 65 million people
are currently fleeing preventable crises
makes clear that the U.S. government must
improve its response to these con-

flicts.” (www.jta.org, 6-22-17)

In Memoriam

* Yisrael Kristal, a Holocaust survivor
from Haifa who was recognized in 2016 by
the Guinness World Records as the oldest
man in the world, died in August, a month
before his 114" birthday. Born in Zarnow,
Poland, Kristal moved to Lodz in 1920 to
work in his family’s candy business. He
maintained the business after the Jews of
Lodz were forced into a ghetto by the Nazis,
where his two children died. In 1944 he and
his wife were deported to Auschwitz, where
his wife was killed. Kristal moved to Haifa in
1950 with his second wife and their son and
continued working as a confectioner. When
he turned 113 in 2016, he along with about
100 members of his family, celebrated his
bar mitzvah, 100 years after he missed it due
to World War I. (www.jta.org, 8-11-17)

%* Sheila Babs Michaels, feminist and so-
cial justice activist who is credited with popu-
larizing the title Ms., died in July. She was 78.
In 1961, 22-year-old Michaels was living with
a roommate in New York and happened to
notice a piece of mail addressed to her room-
mate using “Ms.” Michaels, thinking it was a
typographical error, had been looking for an
alternative title to “Miss” and “Mrs.,” as she
hated having her identity defined by her mar-
ital status. “l was looking for a title for a
woman who did not ‘belong’ to a man,” she
is quoted as saying. Gloria Steinem popular-
ized the term and in 1971 used it as the title
of the progressive feminist magazine she
founded along with Dorothy Pitman Hughes.
Michaels did not coin the term “Ms.” Accord-
ing to the Oxford English Dictionary, “Ms.”
appeared as far back as 1901.

Michaels attended the College of William
and Mary but was suspended for her political
and racial opinions while she was on the col-
lege newspaper’s editorial board. She was
one of the first women to run the field offic-

es for the Congress of Racial Equality and the
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) during the volatile 1960s. In 1963, she
worked to organize the historic Civil Rights
March on Washington, helping to write the
speech for iconic civil rights leader John Lewis,
now a Congressman from Georgia. Over the
years she interviewed many civil rights leaders,
leading to the establishment of an oral history
archive that is currently stored at Columbia
University. During her lifetime, Michaels also
worked as a New York City cab driver.
(www._jta.org, 7-11-17)

* Margaret Bergmann Lambert, Jewish ath-
lete who was barred from the 1936 Berlin
Olympics because she was Jewish, died at the
end of July. She was 103. Known as Gretel,
Bergmann became a superior athlete in the
1920s and 30s, excelling in the high jump. A
month before the Olympics, she won a meet
against some of the best German high jumpers;
her best of 5 feet, 3 inches tied a German rec-
ord and was good enough to win the top spot
on the Olympic team. The Nazis insisted that
she compete in the trials to impress foreign
dignitaries, who suspected that the party’s anti-
Semitic policies would tarnish the competition.
But just a few weeks before the opening cere-
monies, Bergmann was bounced from the team,
keeping her out of the games. She left Germany
in 1937 and settled in New York, where she
began to compete again. But she never forgot
the disappointment of what happened in Ger-
many. She won the U.S. women’s high jump
and shot put championships in 1937 and the
high jump again in 1938. Bergmann was in-
ducted into the Jewish Sports Hall of Fame at
the Wingate Institute in Israel in 1980. In 2004,
HBO aired a documentary about her called
“Hitler’s Pawn.” (www.jta.org, 7-26-17)

Did You Know...

* Helen and Maurice Kaye, a British Jewish
couple - he’s 105, she is 104 - recently cele-
brated their 83 wedding anniversary, becom-
ing what is thought to be the country’s longest
married couple. The two met when Maurice was
a traveling salesman for his father’s clothing
business. They have been together for 87
years. (www.forward.com, 9-1-17)
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THE UNEXPECTED SHABBAT

By Gloria Avner

hat do you do when the strongest
hurricane in more than half a cen-
tury comes barreling toward your

island community with winds over 100 mph
and projected storm surge of 10 feet, where
most everything is not much higher than sea
level? You get out of harm's way. You hunker
down. If you're president of KJCC, you send
out a notice that that coming weekend's ac-
tivities will be cancelled, including Shabbat

services. Peo-
ple in our
congregation
had intelli-
gently fled to
safety in plac- [
es as far away
as New York,
the Carolinas,
Illinois, Geor-
gia, Texas
and Alabama.
We were our
own diaspora.

But then,
slowly, unusu-
al things
started to
happen.

Midweek, before any residents were al-
lowed to return to their homes, Count's son
Chris, an FKEC Electric Co-op lineman, was
allowed in to the Keys to work. He called his
dad to tell him the news: "Dad, KJCC has
power!" The phrase "a light unto the nations"
came immediately to my mind. (As did Ner
Tamid, the everlasting light, and that cruse
of oil which prompted the eight-day Chanu-
kah miracle.) Our synagogue was being
looked after. We had power: lights, air condi-
tioning, refrigeration and running water. The
next day, Upper Keys residents were allowed
back in. Count cleaned the ceiling insulation
bits and iguana gifts from the sanctuary
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floor, cleared the
driveway of fallen
palms and tree de-
bris, and suddenly
we had choices. A
conversation
between Susan and
Gloria in diaspora
led to a decision to
re-open the syna-
gogue for Friday
night services
despite the can-
cellation. We did
it because we
could and
should. At our
core, we are a
Jewish house of
worship. We had
power and we
needed to be
open to our com-
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and mutual comfort. Sam Vinicur, who
stayed, agreed to open the building and pre-
pare for the service. Late Thursday night e-
mails and text invitations were sent to mem-
bers we thought might be back. It was listed
on Facebook. Sam called Kim Chesher, who
with several colleagues was running a pirate
radio broadcast out of the Sun103 station to
help the community with vital information, to
ask that she announce that KJCC would be
open for services and that all were welcome,
and she did. The response was beyond love-
ly. Thirty-six e-mails were sent out. Fifteen
people came - more than a minyan, more
than we expected.

Sam led the impromptu, informal service,
with lots of help from Rabbi Rich Agler. (He
and Mindy had returned the day before.) Jef-
frey Schocket brought cake, fruit and challah.
Our wonderful friend Carla also shopped for
oneg treats and came to help. Rabbi and
Mindy Agler, along with Mitch Harvey and
Linda Perloff, Scott and Mary Anne Pearl,
Steve Steinbock, Marc Bloom, Richard and
Eve Knowles, Jane Friedman, Jan Price, and
Kathy Shabathai were all present. The mish-
pocha was able to say Kaddish. Our record of
saying the final Kaddish in honor of those
who originally owned our Holocaust Torah

To the second
question they
replied how

good it felt to “Almost
have a feeling f
of normalcy, to LIHIV@FSGII)/,

be, despite the
wreckage and
work that lay
ahead, sitting
together on
erev Shabbat
and celebrating
the completion
of creation and
observing
God’s designated Day of Rest. Everyone was
happy to be there. With living through danger
and suffering came a vulnerability that forged
strong bonds. Rabbi Agler talked for a few
minutes about the parashah for that Shabbat.
“Choose life” was the theme. Everyone knew
that next up would be the High Holidays. We
may in retrospect experience the 5778 rituals
as more normalcy, but in our minds and
hearts they will forever be deeper, more pro-
found, steeped in gratitude for the simple
gifts of life, our Jewish heritage, our Jewish
community, and each other.o

our members
talked
about
gratitude.”

remained intact.

Rich Agler handled the
impromptu d’var Torah in
the manner of one of his
informal Saturday service
discussions. He started the
discussion by asking two
questions: What had made
people want to come? And
did they have any different
feelings once they actually
were present? Almost univer-
sally, our members talked

knew things could have been
much worse. They wanted to
say thank you in community,
to feel the strength coming

from this group gathered to

observe our most important
and family-centered holiday.
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A lsifetime’s Passage to Judaism
From Aden to the Keys and Memories
of an Orthodox Father

by Joseph Shabathai

nyone who has been to Sephardic ser-

vice will know that it sounds chaotic

compared to the Ashkenazim services
you are probably familiar with. The congre-
gation all seem to be praying at once and
individually at the same
time and the noise level is
often quite surprising.
Men are separated from
women and they are the
ones who lead the service,

“I would have

time. My mother married at the age of 15 and
my father was 20. Well, you can see what the
result was (along with my three sisters)!
When | attend Chabad services in Zurich
(which | do most Friday evenings and Satur-
day mornings while I am in
Switzerland), | am reminded
of how my parents and the
communities of the East
prayed for centuries. The
Rabbi (and his large family)

the women being relegat- liked my father at the Chabad in Zurich is
ed to a secondary role. actually from New York - a
The tunes are often quite to now see New Yorker - and the con-

different and some may
say not very melodious
compared to the often
operatic quality of the
Ashkenazim chants.

My family originated in
Aden, a British colony that
is now a part of Yemen.
Aden had a bustling Jew-
ish community through
the ages from Biblical
times. They would be con-
sidered Jews of the Miz-
rahim - the East - as op-
posed to Sephardic Jews
who originated in Spain
and North Africa. The

how observant
| have become
since his death
and | hope
he would be proud
of me...l can hear
him now as | recite
many of the prayers
he would have
recited himself.”

gregation is a mixture of
many origins. There are Jews
from Israel, Turkey, Iran and
other parts of the Middle
East and Africa as well as
Ashkenazim Jews from Ger-
many, Europe and of course
Switzerland. All pray in
unison, the service is entire-
ly in Hebrew and follows the
Orthodox “Siddur,” reading
of the parsha and haftorah.
Since my father’s death
almost two years ago | have
attended services and Jewish
life has become more im-
portant for me. In the first

community’s lives there
were centered on Jewish
tradition and there were
many synagogues to serve the community of
several thousand. Girls were matched to their
future husbands and married soon after pu-
berty, their essential duties being to produce
children and raise them in the Jewish tradi-
tion. | recall my mother teaching me the She-
ma and insisting that it was recited at bed
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year after his death there
was of course Kaddish to
recite. In a typical service at
the Chabad Kaddish is recited maybe 4 or 6
times during the service, not just once. When
my father was alive | would attend services
with him from time to time. He laid tefillin
every morning and observed traditional cus-
toms such as Friday night dinner with the
family and going to shul on Saturday morn-



ings with me in tow. We kept kosher in the
house and kept the Shabbat. However | was
not very interested and to some extent I ridi-
culed the whole thing, especially after | had
completed my bar mitzvah and discovered
other attractions in life facing a young man
in his teens.

| would have liked my father to now see
how observant | have become since his death
and | hope he would be proud of me as | ac-
tually have done something he would ap-
prove of. | can hear him now as | recite many
of the prayers he would have recited himself.

While the experience is somewhat different,
Kathy and | enjoy coming to shul in the Keys.
We enjoy being part of the community and feel
“at home.” There is no pretentiousness, as
they say we are all mispacha. Some of the
tunes to the prayers are similar to the Ortho-
dox services, while the general composition of
the service is similar, especially at the festi-
vals, with minor adaptations. The prayers have
been the same for centuries and whether it’s
Sephardic or Ashkenazim the essentials are
very similar.

A good Yom Tov to all and Shana Tova.o

The Great Synagogue of Aden

The Magen Abraham
(“Shield of Abraham”)
Synagogue, sometimes
referred to as the al-
Milama’l-kabira (“the
Great Synagogue”), was
built in 1858. The syna-
gogue was financed by s
Menahem Messa, a leader B
in the Jewish community in Aden and David
Sasson, a Jew from Bombay. The floors of the
building were made of alabaster marble

stone, the ceilings and windows of breathtak-

ing stained glass. The central section of the
synagogue contained a marble bima. The To-
rah Scrolls, kept in a huge Ark, were decorat-
ed with crowns and gold or silver pomegran-
ates. Silver lamps hung from the ceiling in
front of the Ark. The synagogue was built to
hold around 2000 worshippers, and by tradi-

tion faces north, looking toward Jerusalem. By

the end of WWII, after several pogroms in the

city, only 1,100 Jews remained in Aden. By the

mid-twentieth century the population had
shrunk to 830.

Jews had been among the earliest settlers
of Aden, a major commerce port and hub

on the southern part of
Red Sea, astride the trade
routes to India and the
far east. In 1489, in Jeru-
salem, Rabbi Obadiah di
Bertinora met Jews from
Aden. He wrote archly to
colleagues that they knew
nothing about Talmud,
but were well versed in the writings of Rabbis
Alfasi and Moshe ben Maimon (Maimonides).
Records in Israel show that Jews had settled
in Aden as early as the Mishnaic period, the
second and third centuries C.E. Tombstones
have been found in Jewish cemeteries in Aden
dating back as far as the twelfth century. In
the same period Jews in Aden became im-
portant in international trade. The wealth
they developed enabled them to support ye-
shivas in Babylonia, Egypt and even for hardy
types willing to brave the hardships of living
in the backwaters of Palestine. Occasionally
numbering as many as an estimated 8,500,
the Jews of Aden lived there in relative tran-
quility, supporting as many as seven syna-
gogues, until Arab riots upon the founding of
the State of Israel in 1947. o
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Sukkot:

Seeing Stars Through a Temporary Roof
and Feeling the Fragility of Material Comfort

by Gloria Avner

reading this on October first (yes, there

were a few production challenges), you
know today is the day after Yom Kippur, the
Sunday before Sukkot, the day we at KJCC
traditionally take our many-years’-worth of
decorations, student-made posters and plas-
tic fruit out from under the bimah and string
them up in Alan Beth and Candy Stanlake’s
pergola, the one in our Meditation Garden
they dedicated to their respective parents,

‘I f by some minor secular miracle you are

transforming it magically into our lovely, liva-

ble KJCC Sukkah. Ladders and hammers and
scissors, oh my.

Palm fronds (schach in Hebrew - Rabbi
Agler’s favorite throat-clearing word) are laid
on the roof for sporadic see-through ceiling
cover. Fruit, coffee, baked goods and a test-
run of our three species lulav and aromatic
etrog blessings - while we shake all of them
together in the seven sacred directions (the
four cardinals, above below and within) - will
complete the morning. Children come to
help us, the adults enjoy the “doing” of it,
and we always like to tell the story of our
ancestors living in these open-walled
“booths.” But there is something

by water,”
the many
ways of
meeting our
maker. As
we are hunk-
ering down,
before and
during the
storm, most
of us many
miles from
home be-
cause we
have been
told and

shown that
our homes, solid as they appear, all brick and
glass and stone and steel, with solid roofs
that do not allow the starlight in, might not
be strong enough for the wind and rain and
waves that are to come. Material security is
overrated, God tells us. As you read this, you
know in your bones how true it is.

By building and dwelling in fragile huts for
eight days, we are reminded both of the huts
lived in by agricultural workers during au-
tumn’s harvest season in Israel and the make-

more this year, a Mah Nishtana
moment. Yes, something big is
different.

I am writing this just as the big
physical difference is about to
make itself known, but even be-
fore the big winds and waves hit. |
feel it in my core, the non-pretend
knowledge that we humans are
much more vulnerable than we
think, no match for the power of
nature. As you are reading, we will
have just finished hours of Yom
Kippur recitation specifying “who
by fire and who

Line drawings
courtesy of Gloria
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shift temporary dwellings of our biblical an-
cestors as they wandered in the desert for 40
years after fleeing Egypt. The structures re-
mind us of our journey to nationhood, a time
when we were totally dependent on God for
guidance, safety, and nurture. The holiday is
known as both The Holiday and z’man sim-
chateinu, the time of our rejoicing. It is one
of the three pilgrimage festivals mandated in
the Torah when the best of the harvest was
to be brought to the Temple as sacrifice.
This year our sacrifice will be our prayer of
gratitude for survival. (Prayer being the Juda-
ism-saving replacement for
sacrifice the rabbis gave us
when, courtesy of the Ro-
mans, there was no longer a
Temple in Jerusalem to jour-
ney toward.)

We re-enact a time when we
were homeless wanderers.
This is not ordinarily a reality
we would wish upon our-
selves. And yet we celebrate
this as a time of supreme joy-
ousness. This year we get it,
from the inside out. We are

“It is new
to some of us
to feel so vulnera-
ble. What a way to
be transported
back to the daily
reality of our

gether with it, one must collect certain tree
branches and rejoice before God. We take a
palm branch and connect to it myrtle twigs
and willow branches. There are beautiful nar-
ratives in rabbinic literature that discuss the
symbolic images of etrog and lulav (as the
combination of the palm, myrtle, and willow is
collectively known). They include parallels to
the Jewish matriarchs and patriarchs as well as
to the body and soul of each individual Jew.
One of the more poignant images involves
seeing the lulav and etrog as symbolic of dif-
ferent kinds of Jews within our community,
each of value yet each ex-
pressing their Judaism differ-
ently. On Sukkot we meta-
phorically unite all Jews and
celebrate the fact that alt-
hough we are different as
individuals, as a nation of
shared values we are strong
and unified. “Come join us,”
we say to the ushpizim, the
strangers who visit us. There
is a tradition that those who
come are actually our forefa-
thers as well as Moses and

happy to be alive, despite the ancestors King David. But we must wel-

work of cleaning up after Ir- over forty years come all strangers who come

ma, after lost power, lost pos- to us and invite them to share
sessions, struggle with insur- Of desert a meal in our temporary

ers and the myriad challenges Wandering. 7 house under the stars. Come

of life not as it ever was. And
yet we are joyous. We are
here.

“Sukkot returns us to a time in Jew-
ish history when the entire nation was home-
less and wandering. In the desert, the an-
cient Israelites often asked neighboring na-
tions for assistance in their travels, but were
often turned down. To show that we have
learned from the travails of the past, it is
traditional to invite others to share a meal in
our sukkah as we remember how central
compassion must be in a world where mate-
rial things so easily come and go.” (A quote
from the web site My Jewish Learning.) There
is also a commandment in the Torah for each
person to take the fruit of a “goodly tree,”
later interpreted to be an etrog (citron). To-

to services Friday night, Octo-
ber 5" and walk out with us
to our Sukkah to participate
in ceremony (ironically heralding the begin-
ning of the rainy season, but in Israel, thank
goodness). Eat a handful of olives. Then go
inside for an even more nourishing repast, all
thanks to Sisterhood, who also provided a
wonderful feast at the end of Yom Kippur.

It is new to some of us to feel so vulnera-
ble. What a way to be transported back to the
daily reality of our ancestors over forty years
of desert wandering. And yet we are filled with
gratitude. As we give thanks for the true abun-
dance which is ours, our human resilience,
compassion for others and the strength of our
Jewish community, let us joyously share our
celebration with God. ¢
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On Tribes:
A Rosh HaShanah 5778 Talk
by Rabbi Richard Agler

As everyone who has ever attend-
ed one of Rabbi Agler’s services or
presentations knows, his style is to
engage everyone with a variety of
approaches — humorous, pointed,
historical, ethical — but there are
always serious ideas underneath be-
ing conveyed. We didn’t expect to be
publishing this October issue on
quite the schedule that emerged. But
one benefit was that part of the High
Holidays — Rosh Hashanah — had
happened. For topicality, and be-
cause not all of you had the oppor-
tunity to hear Rabbi Agler’s talk on
the first day of Rosh Hashanah in
person, we asked him if we might
reproduce the text here. He agreed.

want to take a little survey here. If |

were to ask, “Are you an M.O.T.?,” how

many know how to answer? If you
don’t, M.O.T. was once, and maybe still is,
slang for “Member of the Tribe.” The ques-
tion means, “Are you, or is he or she, Jew-
ish?”

Tribes are an important part of life and
most of us belong to several of them. Be-
sides being part of Am Yisrael, the Jewish
people, we may be “members of the tribe” of
our home city or state. Are there any proud
NY’ers here? Washingtonians? Chicago-
landers? Bostonians? Floridians? All tribes.
We may be members of our favorite sports
teams’ tribes, too: Mets, Red Sox, Cubs,
Dodgers, Giants, Heat, Dolphins.

We have tribal identity based on where we
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live. As we tell everyone when we go off the
rock, “We’re from the Keys!” There's some
cachet there. (Though I’'m not so sure since
last week.)

We are members of our professional
tribes: teachers, doctors, accountants, thera-
pists, attorneys, salespeople, shopkeepers,
artists. And we belong to other tribes too:
fishermen, musicians, sailors, Facebook
friends, Mah Jongg players, book clubbers,
volunteers, people in recovery, etc. We are
M.O. many tribes. And we wouldn’t have it
any other way.

Tribes are important in the Torah. There
are the 12 tribes of Israel, but also Ammo-
nites, Hittites, Girgashites, Jebusites, Edom-
ites, Hivites, and that’s just in the holy land.
According to the Bible, each of seventy na-
tions is allotted a parcel of tribal land. Today
those seventy are over 190 countries, and
though there are exceptions, and it may be
changing somewhat, most of them still look
at themselves as a tribal homeland.

Tribes are a source of identity, but they
are also a source of conflict. In the Middle
East there are Sunni, Shia, Kurd and Alawite
— enmeshed in what seems like endless war.
In the Balkans, Orthodox Serbs, Bosnian Mus-
lims and Croatian Catholics have been nurs-
ing grudges and spilling blood since the 14™
century. In India, it’s Hindu versus Muslim.

Today in much of Western Europe, it’s the
natives vs. the newcomers. In Israel there is
not only the tribal conflict with the Arabs, but
also Ashkenazim vs. Sefardim, Religious v.
Secular, Left v. Right, and more. In Kenya, tell
someone what tribe you belong to and they
can probably tell who you voted for. Believe it
or not, it’s similar in America. Give a political
consultant your age, occupation, education,
address, the make and model of the car you
drive, and they can predict pretty accurately



who you voted for.

All this is because we are tribal creatures.
It’s Rosh Hashanah, the time for new begin-
nings. And my sad prediction is that we will
not stop many, if any, of the tribal conflicts
that currently consume our world—though
that remains our Messianic hope. But per-
haps we, in this

And we can apply this bit of wisdom to
our tribal relations. When we get most of our
information about them from the mass me-
dia, social media, or even the government,
there is a good chance that much of what we
think we know just isn’t so. I’'m a proud
M.O.T., but I've spent a good amount of time

crossing tribal

room, can distance

THE TWELVE TRIBES
ourselves from the OF ISRAEL

Around 1200-1050 B.C.

lines. And maybe
the most important

negatlve trlbal behaV' (according to the Book of Joshua) y ARAMEANS thlng I’Ve |eal’ned |S
ior we engage in that T _. while there are bad
causes us harm. For T"'T" people everywhere,

starters, maybe we Mediterranean
can be less suspi- Sea
cious of members of |
other tribes, at least
when we don't know
very much about
them.
The hurricane may
have taught us a les- f
son on this. Everyone
in America who /
watches a news or
weather channel
thinks they have a fair

most members of
other tribes, even
those we may be
suspicious about,
are for the most
part no less decent
than we are, and
want the same
things from life that
we do: to raise a
loving family, earn
a decent living, ful-
fill their God-given
potential and live in

A starot
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were more worried Ke-Hareset so often when we

than they needed to
be, especially about
us in the Upper Keys.
We’re grateful that
they care, but thank-
fully for most of us, it
was not that bad. The
reason they think it was, is that their impres-
sions came from the media, mass media and
now social media. And the reason it looked
so bad, as we all know, is that the worse it
looks, the more people will pay attention.

In situations like this | like to remember
the words of Will Rogers: It isn't what we
don't know that gives us trouble, it’s what we
think we know that just isn’t so.

AMALEC

Kadesh

Tarmnarz

encounter a tribe,
or a member of a
tribe, who is differ-
ent, either ethnical-
ly, religiously, polit-
ically or sexually,
we do not respond
as if that were the case. We do not respond
with higher human or Jewish values, such as,
“You shall love your neighbor as your-

self” (Leviticus 19: 18). All too often we re-
spond with prejudice, resentment or even
hostility. And this is a sin — it is a sin against
them, it is a sin against us, and it is a sin
against God. We understand that acting trib-
ally is natural. Tribes are our comfort zone.

Zoar

EDOM

armona
Bosra

Punion
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“Birds of a feather” and all
that. But going tribal can also
hurt us. And sometimes we
go there because we are be-
ing played. Political dema-
gogues and their partners in
the media love to pit tribe

Doing different
is much more
effective than

thinking different.

For example, we will never
appreciate how meaningful it
is to give tzedaka - charity -
until we actually give it. We
can think about it all we want;
we can imagine it feels nice,
but until we reach down and

against tribe, not for our bet- judaism teaches that extend ourselves on behalf of

terment or edification, but
for their power and profit.
They are masters at pushing
our tribal buttons and firing
up our lizard brains. And way
too often, we fall for it. We
are not stupid, but we are

it is actions that
shape character
movre than the other on Shabbat, however we un-
way around.

another human being, we will
not understand the power it

has to transform us. Likewise
Shabbat. Until we actually rest

derstand the term - and there
are many, even entry-level

susceptible. We may not fall

for everything but we manage to fall for plen-

ty.

And if you're thinking, “No not me,” there
are several multi-billion-dollar corporations,
to say nothing of political parties, who are
more than happy to let you continue to think
so. The purpose of the High Holydays is for
us to become more than we have been and
better than we are. If we are going to accom-
plish that, we may need to rewire some of
those tribal circuits.

How to do this? Many people say the an-
swer is to teach tolerance and understand-
ing. If only we can educate people, goes the
refrain, they will learn to think differently,
and better. | am a believer in education and
also in better thinking. But in this case,
they’re not enough. When it comes to chang-
ing attitudes and behavior, doing different is
much more effective than thinking different.
As it happens, Judaism
teaches that it is ac-
tions that shape char-
acter, more than the
other way around. Of
the 613 command-
ments very few of
them deal with what
we should, or should-
n’t, believe or think.
The overwhelming ma-
jority are about what
we should do—or not

do. SORITES
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ways to understand it - we
will never appreciate what a great gift Shab-
bat can be.

Similarly, until we study Torah, it may
sound like a decent enough thing to do, but
we will not be able to grasp how it can uplift
us.

And as a final example, take swimming.
We can stand by the side of the pool, listen-
ing to the instructor all day long, but if we
don’t get in the water, we’ll never learn how
to swim. | like that last one because accord-
ing to the Talmud, parents have three respon-
sibilities to their children:

1) To teach them right from wrong;

2) To give them the skills and education they
need to earn a living; and

3) Teach them to swim. (Kiddushin 29a)

Okay, the first two we get, but seriously,
swim is #3?! The commentators wondered
about that, too. They ultimately said that the
Talmud wasn’t talk-
ing about learning
to swim in a river or
the ocean. It was
saying that a child
needs to be taught
to swim through life.
And just like in the
pool, the only way to
do it, is to be im-
mersed in it. Again,
most of the time in
Judaism, it is good

SHMSON”[:S action that leads to



better thinking,
not the other way around.

So let's go back to our tribes, and for the
moment, to Charlottesville. Charlottesville
raised a lot of critical issues but I’m going to
focus on just one. As we remember, neo-Nazi
and other racists marched through town,
brandishing their Tiki Torches from Pier One,
chanting anti-Semitic and other hateful slo-
gans. | cannot prove, but | am willing to bet,
that the wannabe storm troopers shouting,
“Jews will not replace us” did not know many,
if any, Jews. | feel safe saying
this because it would be in
keeping with the well-known
pattern. Where Jews live in free
societies, our neighbors, as a
rule, are happy to have us
alongside them. It’s in the
places where we don’t live,
where people don't know us,
that anti-Semitism is highest.

This tells us something im-
portant, namely that most of
our neighbors abandon the
tribalistic teachings that may
have taught them to think less
of us after they get to know
us. This did not happen be-
cause of more education or

But this is our
holy day. What
about us?
What actions can we them too. As someone recent-
take that will help
us break free
from our tribal
prejudices? And let’s Muhammad. If Juan or Muham-
not pretend that we
don’t have them.

We do, religiously, socially and politically.
We are grateful that most political leaders in
America no longer stand in front of anti-
Semitic mobs and flatter them in order to
gain power. But many of them do demonize
other tribes. And sometimes, I’'m sorry to say,
we go along with it. Especially when we don’t
know better or, sometimes, thank you Will
Rogers, when we think we do but really don’t.
As people who have been on the receiving
end of this equation far too often, we Jews
should understand better than anyone how
dangerous this is societally
and how wrong it is morally.
Just as it is true that most peo-
ple who get to know Jews like
Jews, most people who get to
know (insert the name of any
minority tribe here) get to like

ly put it, people who know
Juan and Muhammed generally
like Juan and Muhammad.

Or at least they don't hate
them simply for being Juan or

mad is a jerk, fine, we can
hate them all we want. (No,
sorry | can’t say that. We can
hate their jerky behavior all we

better thinking. It happened
because the act of living with us gave birth
to new understanding. It also happened be-
cause Catholic and Protestant leaders got to
know our leaders as people instead of as
religious or theological abstractions. And
this happened because of programs of out-
reach and dialogue, sponsored by groups
like the Anti-Defamation League, the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee, the World Jewish Con-
gress and others. Nationally, internationally
and locally, lived experience enabled our
neighbors to overcome their tribal prejudices
and allowed them to accept that we are every
bit the mostly decent human beings they are,
thank you very much. So good for them. But
this is our holy day, not theirs. What about
us? What actions can we take that will help
us break free from our tribal prejudices? And
let’s not pretend that we don’t have them.

want.) Similarly, people who
know people with alternative gender orienta-
tions generally overcome whatever prejudice
they may have towards people with alterna-
tive gender orientations. All told, in places
where there are many Juans, Muhammads,
and LGBTQ communities, people vote to wel-
come other Juans, Muhammads and LGBTQ
communities. And where there are few or no
Juans, Muhammads or LGBTQ communities,
people more often try to keep them out.

We can understand it. Fear of the un-
known and dislike of the unlike are always
with us, ready to be exploited. And when they
are, back to tribal conflict we go. The Prophet
Malachi said it as well as anyone ever has,
“Have we not all one Father, has not one God
created us all?” (Malachi 2:10) Those words
are inscribed on the walls of countless syna-
gogues. Probably because we realize that we
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need them staring us in the face. When we
lose sight of the fact that we are all children
of the One God, when we act as if we are
only members of tribes, whether those tribes
are religious, political or social, we are cheat-
ing ourselves and our fellow human beings.
And yes, that’s a sin, too.

Reb Shlomo Carlebach, you may know the
name, was a Hasidic rabbi and also a singer,
musician and guitar player. He passed away
in 1994. Synagogues around the world make
use of his melodies. As do we. One of the
ways in which Shlomo was unique, and there
were many, is that he could cross any tribal
boundary. Not only in the Jewish world,
which is difficult enough, but in the wider
world as well.

Once he was visiting a prison, somewhere
in America. There might have been a Hasidic
Jew or two inside, but the overwhelming ma-
jority of the population were members of
other tribes. What should he say? What would
he do? How could he connect? His repertoire
was basically Hebrew folk songs and prayers
from the siddur. Not exactly the playlist for
this congregation. He played a little music
but then stopped. He got off the stage and
went to one prisoner after another, and of-
fered a hug. Just like that. And after over-
coming some suspicions, tribal and other-
wise, they started hugging back. In short
order everyone was into it. Picture the scene.
I don’t know that | could have pulled this off.
But | know Shlomo could.

As he continued on his way down the line,
one of the prisoners whom he had hugged a
few moments earlier, ran back to him. He
told Reb Shlomo, “If someone had hugged
me like that ten years ago, | wouldn’t be in
here today.” Reaching beyond our tribes and
seeing one another’s full humanity, in a
world that all too often encourages us to
deny it, is not only powerful, it can be life-
changing. For all of us. We need to be able to
do it - better than we do now.

We'll continue the theme next week.
L’shana tovah.

—Rabbi Richard Agler, DD
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Some Information about tribes
you might not have
at your ready disposal:

In January of 2015 the U. S. Gov-
ernment’s Federal Register listed 566
names of tribes that are officially rec-
ognized Indian “entities.” In July that
number increased to 567 with federal
recognition of the Pamunkey tribe in
Virginia.

Think language is tribal, or that
tribes always speak the same lan-
guage? Well, American Indian
(Amerindian) languages do not belong
to a single language family, but to 25-
30 small ones. Research is difficult
because so few true native speakers
remain. But we do know that there are
some 25 million native speakers of
more than 800 surviving Amerindian
languages. The majority of these live
in Central and South America. In Cana-
da and the U.S., only about a half mil-
lion speakers of a native tongue re-
main.

Okay. Now you know how many
official tribes there are in this country.
How many do you think there are in
India? (Forget how many languages
they speak. Unlike in this country,
there are many official languages of
India.) The Constitution of India recog-
nizes 645 distinct tribes. In Kashmir
alone, a name many of us recognize,
here is a small sampling of the tribal
names: Bakarwal, Balti, Beda, Bot or
Boto, Brokpa, Drokpa, Dard, Shin (no,
not that Shin, probably), Changpa,
Gaddi, Garra, Guijar, Mon, Purigpa,
Sippi.




ROSH HASHANAH 5778:

he machzorim,
our High Holiday
prayer books,

were ready. The Margu-

lies Family Sanctuary

was sparkling clean, and
Torahs, tables and flow-
er vases were clothed in
traditional white. Then

our people started to

arrive, more than 60 of

them. You’d think we

had not seen each other
in years. The grins were huge. Hugs
were intense, and many eyes were
filled with tears, not of sorrow, but of
gladness and gratitude. Mishpocha
greeted mishpocha as long-lost best

friends and family,
even though most of
what was lost was, in
Rabbi Agler’s words
in one sermon, “just
stuff.” There had
been the possibility
of human loss, of
course, and our
hearts hurt for the
islands not so far
from us where true
life loss was huge,
but it did not hap-

AVery Different New Year

At left, Cantor Mi-
chael Dzubin, in his
third year alongside
Rabbi Agler on the High
Holiday bimah, offers
our first L’Chaim of the
new year.

pen among us, and that
was enough for the people
present,
most of
whom
had just
returned
to the
Keys a
few days
prior to
services,
to feel a
touch
“melted”
with gratitude to be together.

When we moved past the hugging into the
Social Hall for our z
symbolic ritual be-
ginning the new
year with sweetness,
we first lit our Yom
Tov candles to mark
the official begin-

Our deepest thanks to
potter extraordinaire Beth
Kaminstein, shown at left
surrounded by daughter
Brieze and Dot Brooking, for | ™
the gift of KJCC’s beautiful new
custom candlesticks, shown at right
on the Erev Rosh Hashanah table.
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ning of the first day of Rosh
HaShanah, 5778, the only one of
our holidays to begin in the dark,
at the exact moment of New Moon.
The room erupted with singing
during the lighting of candles,
more full and with more participat-
ing voices than ever before. And

Cole Silverman, shown at
left with mom Jane, seems
to have grown eight inches
since last Rosh Hashanah.

between “stuff” and what was
truly precious to us - family,

oh, the light!
Beth Kamin-
stein arrived
justin time
with her gift
of two tall
white-and-rose
beautifully
handmade
candlesticks
that will usher
in our chagim
from this day
forward. Each of us then
dipped a slice of apple in
honey and tasted the auspi-
cious start to 5778, the New
Year. We admired and sam-

pled the other symbolic foods

that start our New Year cele-

brations off just right - pome- | >

granates with their seeds em-

blematically numbering 613, the number

commu-
nity, and
our Jew-
ish herit-
age.
Rabbi
Agler
had con-
fessed
to us the
previous
Erev Shabbat, at our first (and some-
what impromptu) post-Irma gathering
on September =

15th, that the '
themes he’d been |
preparing to talk
about over the
High Holiday peri-
od suddenly, in
the wake of our
overshadowing
bout with nature, needed

of Mitzvot some fine-tuning at the

in the To- least and possibly major

rah, as | overhaul. He said, while

well as laughing, to please prepare

dates, figs to be dealing with “a rabbi

and car- on roller skates.”

rots, all Fast forward to Wednes-

having sig- day night, Erev Rosh Hashanah. Though he did
nificant somehow manage to keep his main themes in-
meanings tact over the next
beyond the few days, Rabbi
foods’ ac- Agler did address

tual names. Though Hurricane Irma
had caused us to cancel our traditional
Erev Rosh HaShanah dinner, it could

not dampen the sweet-tasting enthusi-
asm of our attendees. We were all glad
to be there, listening to the comforting
words of Rabbi Agler, differentiating

what was by then
on everyone’s
heart and mind
and what was tug-
ging at everyone’s
emotional stress
level. He invited
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surprised us and
drove all the way
from Texas to help.
My grandsons made
sure | was comforta-
ble. They checked on
my husband in the
nursing home. They
cleaned my property.
They showed me the
. meaning
of family.
Thanks to [
1 them,|

up a conversation with
God. (He began with
“Dear God,” and then
paused. Looking around
the congregation, he
then resumed. “Now
take a minute and fill in
your own blank.” Then
he invited anyone who
wished to share aloud

have no
regrets. | am even able to com-
mute back and forth to work. |
should feel homeless, but | don’t.”
Our matriarch, Pauline Roller,
at 102, wouldn’t have missed be-
ing there for the world. She loved
her embraces by the Silverman
boys - Westley and
Cole - both B’nei

Mitzvot here some
years ago, and by
Susan Horn, KJCC'’s
first female presi-
dent and daughter
of past president
Ron Horn, along
with her wife, Dot.
Susan and Dot
were pleased to do
the first Ark open-
ing on Erev Rosh HaShanah and even more
thrilled to have an aliyah on Day One, which
Susan felt was a special honor to her
parents. The hugs to Pauline went
on and on, including one from a
one-time member we had not seen
in twenty years.

On Day One, by Torah service
time, we were happy to have almost
as many people in seats as the even-
ing before. We knew that many peo-
ple were not back from their
“exodus” yet and we knew that many
had to be at home to meet with in-
surance adjusters. We had no prob-

what they’d just said privately. The results
were both predictable and startling. Many
spoke of their gratitude, for life and family
and surprisingly habitable dwellings. Others
spoke with compassion for those who had not
fared well. There were a few humorous com-

ber, though many spoke of fleeing the storm
only to find that it managed to follow them.
And then Rita Bromwich raised her hand. “I
lost my house. It was destroyed. But, dear
God, thank you for all that happened after
that. My daughter’s family took me in. My son
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lem having enough people
to accept the honors of
aliyahs, ark openings,
readings of blessings for
Israel, the United States,
and on our congregation
and calling out shofar
notes. We thank all who
generously took part. We

offer
special
thanks
to
those
who
went
beyond
the call
of du-
ty. Ber-
nard
Gins-
berg
not
only
chanted the maftir on both
days but also served as gab-
bai to Cantor Dzubin as he
chanted the Parashah for all
aliyahs and also blew the
shofar at all times it was
needed. Sincere thanks to Mitch Harvey as
well for being our Koheyn on Rosh HaShanah
Day One and Day Two, not just reciting Torah
blessings for the first aliyah, but for deliver-
ing the blessings of the Kohanim to the con-
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gregation on both days as well.
And speaking of blessings, one [
of the greatest during this initial F%“
period of Rosh HaShanah is the
hearing of the shofar blast. It is
meant to wake us up! And thanks
to our two shofar blowers we
were all supremely blessed to
hear the
sounds so
clearly and
movingly.
Bernie has
been
blowing
shofar for
us for
years. And | \
for the last| \
three he
has been joined by one-time
Bar Mitzvah boy from our
own Hebrew School, Jonah

Gross. No
one in the
sanctuary for
Day One or
Day Two will
ever forget
that seeming-

—

ly endless ‘ ;
mournful but 5
exhilarating [ 30

blast our trumpet-playing High School student
Jonah gifted to us on Tekiah G’dolah.
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Rabbi
Agler’s
sermons
were
poign-
ant, par-
ticularly
his rab-
binic
exam-
ples
contrasting the angry zeal-
ousnhess over unimportant
things that leads to destruc-
tive behavior and creates a
hardness that is impenetra-
ble to reason, with an atti-
tude of love and kindness
which opens the way to lis-

tening and
righteous

behavior. Y
The theme | " ERSEE
of behavior [£=0 2%
being more |
important |
than belief

>

would come up again
and again throughout
the Yamim Noraim,
the 10 Days of Awe.
Sisterhood may
have cancelled our Erev Rosh HaShanah
brisket dinner to avoid causing stress to
our members without power and water and
energy to cook, but they more than made
up for it with the juice and cheese snacks
on both days and the very elaborate, beau-
tifully staged, delicious and filling lunch-
eons on both days after Musaf services.
Special kudos to Richard Knowles for his
| beautifully rolled lox platters and the tuna
| salad made to Barbara Knowles’s exact
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specs. Keep heal-
ing, Barbara.
Richard is a
treasure. We also
treasure the su-
per hard-working
Jane Friedman,
Mary Anne Pearl,
Sydney! Faye-
Davis, herring
man
Marc
Bloom,
Linda
Perloff
(maker
of a
million
rug-
geleh),
Luz
Levine
and her
famous
mandelbrot, and the tire-
less Kathy Shabathai. By
the time you read this,
Susan

Bl W 7"
Gordan’s n
wonder- )

ful Sister-
hood
team

(yes,
Marc is
an hon-
orary R
member) e\
will have
produced
equally -
spectacular results for the post-
Yom Kippur fast feast. Serious-
ness and joy, study and celebra- |
tion, sorrow and delight, follow
one another in Judaism as the
night the day. ¢

We love the
symbolism of the
round challah used
only at Rosh
Hashanah time,
above. A year is
round, with cyclical
seasons...
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5¢ Barbara Knowles
PHOTOGRAPHY

Officiant & Notary
Weddings & Ceremonies
Videography
Corporate Events
Custom Packages
Bar & Bat Mitzvahs
Complete Event Planning

Dr. Erica Lieberman-Garrett, B.sc., D.C.

Over 30 Years Experience
Chiropractic (Gentle/Manual)

Yoga/Meditation

Mas§age Therapy 305-772-0503
Physical Therapy 305-942-4488
Acupuncture/Homeopathy 305-853-5653

iweddu@bellsouth.net
flkeys@bellsouth.net

305-853-1003 MM 903 Bayside, Tavernier BarbaraKnowles.com
wellnesshealing@bellsouth.net

Island Hammock Pet Hospital®

Dr. Martha Edwards, Dr. Marta Pawluk & Dr. Veronica Gomez

98175 Overseas Hwy e Key Largo
305-852-5252

Serving the Upper Keys
Monday - Saturday
8AM-6PM

o
www./HPH.net N ,

We are committed to providing you and your pets the highest quality medical care at the
lowest cost possible with a dedication to compassion and excellence in Veterinary Medicine.

M Practicing Preventative Medicine and Wellness AAHA oo s
M Providing Comprehensive Medical Services ACCREDITED

24 Hour On Call EMERGENCY Service Cat Friendly
M Dog and Cat Boarding with online “virtual visitation” é Practice
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The Palace Gardens Difference

For nearly 25 years, The Palace Gardens Assisted Living Community in Homestead has been known
as a leader in providing outstanding care to seniors. While our grounds and the campus are beautiful,
there are more than a few reasons why The Palace Gardens is different from all others.

1. Continuum of Care —

The Palace Gardens is part of The Palace
Family of Senior Living Communities which
offers accommodations that meet everyone’s
needs, from Independent Living and Assisted
Living, to Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation,
and even Home Health. You can rest assured
that at The Palace, your needs will be met, no
matter what may happen in the future.

2. Palace Training &

Education Center

Because our residents come first, every
employee must reflect the higher standards

of our communities. Based on Ritz-Carlton
procedures, a comprehensive orientation
program reinforces this focus. Regular training
and educational programs continue so that
residents will always receive the very best
care and services.

3. Local Ownership —

Founded in 1980 by Helen and Jacob
Shaham, The Palace is privately owned and
locally operated by these self-made individuals
who foresaw the need for quality senior

living environments. Their constant
involvement today ensures the tradition they
established for the communities and services
bearing The Palace name: only the best.

To see for
yourself why
The Palace

Gardens sets 7W

the standard
Florida senior I)A
living, call

o . |GARDENS

our web site.

1351 N. Krome Ave., Homestead, FL 33030 * (305)247-0446 ¢ www.thepalace.org

The Palace Suites / Independent Living The Palace Gardens / Assisted Living
The Palace Royale / Catered Living The Palace Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
The Palace Renaissance | Assisted Living The Palace at Home / Home Health
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VERONICA’S

Art and Glass Studio

Stained Glass Custom Pieeces °©
Restorations and Repairs * Murals
Mosaies * Fused Glass Jewelry ©
Classes * Materials and Supplies

Veronica A. Gutierrez, Artist
(305) 3049411
veroagutierrez@yahoo.com

Pruett Dermatology

Darel D. Pruett, D.O.
Board Certified

Skin Cancer * Surgery of the Skin * Diseases of the Skin
Microsurgery

664-8828 872-0090 296-3334
82883 O/S Hwy 1010 Kennedy Dr
Ste.304

Mailing Address
PRUETT DERMATOLOGY + P.O. BOX 1910 « ISLAMORADA, FL 33036

Please join Sylvie and Michel
Bitton at their new French café in the
heart of Islamorada. You will be
enchanted by the specialties
de la maison: Gelato, espresso, crépes,
melt-in-your-mouth French
baked goods, gourmet sandwiches
and salads. Plus free wi-fi.

itton

1€ /)"/:)//",, ( ////r

“A little oasis of French charm in Islamorada.”

Bitton Bistro Café < 82245 Overseas Hwy Oceanside
Islamorada, FL 33036 - MM 82 - 305.396.748|
bittonbistrocafe@gmail.com *+ www.bittonbistrocafe.com

Open 8 a.m. till 5 p.m. 7 days a week.

florida keys

periodontics
and

implantology

the pink plaza

103400 overseas highway
Suite 229

key largo, fl 33037

tel: 305.453.1811
fax: 305.453.1889

DELI-GRILL-PIZZERIA
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paul e. berger, d.d.s.

‘I SUNSHINE
J PRINTING

Cmss="" "> A Promotional Agency

PRINTING & DIRECT MAIL
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS & GIVEAWAYS
ADVERTISING AND MARKETING

305.451.3752
www.floridakeysprinting.com
Serving the Keys for 30 Years!

Florida Keys Dentists
Creating Beautiful Smiles in Paradise
FloridoKeysDentists.com

Osmani Diaz DDS

91750 Overseas Highway
Tavernier, FL 33070

Phone 305-852-3219 |
Fax 305-852-9016 |




AABLE

168 Jasmine Street
Tavernier, FL 33070

Bernard P.
Ginsberg, M.D.
Fellow, American
LOCGKSMITHS Acatemy of
Key Largo Marathon Family Practice
(305) 451-0107 (305) 743-7448 L . M
Islamorada Ocean Reef Tavernier W 91555 Overseas Hwy
(305) 664-3181  (305) 367-9050  (305) 853-5757 ENGRAVING Suite 3 (Lowe St.
Professional
Normand Gonsalves Electrical Contractor Inc. & TROPHY, INC. T;:;:?::“;L C; ; ;‘;‘3
Serving the Keys since 1993 !
g
y Normand Gonsalves s s
\ Owner Sandy LlebOWItZ- Phone: 305-852-9300

9465 Miller Drive Miami, F1 33165
PHONES: (305) 273-7607

Fax: 305-853-1260

305-852-4276 - office (305) 273-7608 General Medicine
305-852-2615 - fax FAX: (305) 273-0912 Weight Loss
nsalveselectric@comcast.net R
i e Lingngteetial bl Esthetics
www.Lmengraving.com

Dmitry Sandler, DPM, FACFAS

‘ﬁukl@

o
’-‘S'n\'l""

anos

www.painfulfoot.com
Offices also in
Miami - Homestead
Ocean Reef - Tavernier

975 Baptist Way

Suite 101

Homestead, FL 33030
Phone: 305.246.4774
Fax: 305.248.4086

91461 Overseas Highway
Tavernier, FL 33070

Phone: 305.852.1878
Fax: 305.852.2932

Board Certified by American Board of Podiatric Surgery
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THINGS
BEFORE THEY BECOME
BIG THINGS.

* Full service - All Makes and Models
* Complete auto and light truck
repair and maintenance.

* Extended Warranties accepted

FREE 27 POINT SAFETY INSPECTION
WITH ANY SERVICE

VIC’'SAUTO TECH

WE CARE ABOUT YOUR SAFETY.
Y0575 Old Highway - Tavernier MM 90.5 Oceanside
305-852-5098

WE TRKE CARE OF THE LITTLE

Pest Control Inc.
(305) 451-3389 (800) 471-0166

300 Atlantic Dr. Key Largo

¢ Household Pests = Ants « Roaches
« Fleas « Ticks » Rodents
¢ Yard Treatments

Mindy Agler, LMHC, LLC

Buttonwood Counseling

561-866-9066
maglerimhc@gmail.com

91831 Overseas Hwy Suite 200, Unit 6
Tavernier, FL 33070

www.mindyaglerlmhc.com

42
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Relax, Rejuvenate Your Body & Mind
MEDICAL SPA & WELLNESS CENTER

Bio-ldentical Hormones
for Total Body Rejuvenation

Vitamins, Minerals & Nutraceuticals
Regain Your Health and Youthful Appearance

305.367.FENIX
Ocean Reef Club Member
jgoodmando@gmail.com
7 Barracuda Lane, Suite 2C | Key Largo, FL 33037
81990 Overseas Hwy, #101 | Islamorada, FL 33036
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&
SUSHI BAR

103200 Overseas Hwy. Mon. - Fri.
Key Largo, FL 33037 Lunch 11:30 - 3:00
(305) 451-5955 Dinner 5:00 - 10:00

Fax (305) 451-1488 Sat. - Sun. 5:00 - 10:00

Island Family Medical Care

100460 Overseas Hwy Steven L. Lawyer, D.O.
Key Largo, FI 33037 Board Certified Family Physician

Phone 305-451-1734
Fax 305-451-1748

JAMES M. GAHAGEN, O.D.
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY

Key Largo Professional Center
95360 Overseas Highway

Key Largo, FL 33037
852-7517 * m.m. 95.5 Bayside

—a
WOLFE =« WOLFE

R. G. Mechanical Services

Custom Air Conditioning & Ventilation

(305) 852-4555

Serving the Keys for more than 20 years and a
Ocean Reef Chamber of Commerce Member

CMC032355

Service & Maintenance for ALL Equipment
available weekends & holidays

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Individualized Attention For
Your Business and Personal
Accounting Needs

* Tax Planning & Preparation

* Auditing, Review & Compilation Services
* Business Plans, Forecasts & Projections
* Estate & Trust Services

* Small Business Computer Services

88785 Overseas Hwy.
Plantation Key
305-852-5002
wolfecpa@snappydsl.net

~ Offices throughout South Florida

: Mark Lipkus &
B Tel305451:5385 ¢ . 4 Fax305451-1618

| b_www.wellfoundyachts.com . FEA Mafl:‘~mark@wellfoundyachts_.com
! +HEAD_OFFICE: 182 LORELANE PLAQE « KEY _LARGQ, ELORIDA 33037

STEVEN J. SMITH, M.D., P.A

DIPLOMATE AMERICAN BOARD OF SURGERY
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

5701 Overseas Highway, Suite #8
First Professional Centre
Marathon, FL 33050

Office 743-3511
Home 743-3140
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Windy Day

Plumbing
"We do it all"

A Phone 305- 664-9701
Key Largo 305-453-1169
Fax 305- 664-2455

82891 Overseas Hwy.
P.O. Box 569
LIC #CFC 057609 lslamorada, FL 33036

Linda

Angie Lucas
305-852-T215
UPHOLSTERYe FABRICS » FOAM ¢ SLIPDCOVIRS ¢ BEDSPREADS

SCHWARTZ REALTY

Upper Keys Veterinary Hospital

www.upperkeysvet.com

Thank You For Your
Continued Trust & Referrals!

Robert H. Foley DVM

Linda@LPerloff.com drbob@upperkeysvet.com
Direct — 305 394-2616 87801 Overseas Highway
Islamorada, FL 33036 i A 2 i
; 305-852-3665 Phone « 305-852-9646 Fax | ACCREDITED

Wheaton Service Center
MARK WHEATON, Manager KITC H e N
FBATH| soxwmson

SPECIALISTS 88511 Overseas Highway
Tavernier, FL 33070

Phone 305-451-3500 305-852-4302 + Fax 305-852-4303
kitchenandbath@terranova.net
101500 Overseas Hwy, www.kbspecialists.com

Key Largo, FL 33037
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PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL - MARINE

Refurbished Macs L e
iPads v ‘ f ImSh
“If it’s not at iPods ; d carpcntry
Keys Supply, Apple Services o
It’s not in .
e Keys” Accessories 8
= L = d
Ke A — -
vs 3 I""‘ Small Dog -y
u ELECTRONICS F
pp y 1" Always by your side : Gr Ilc ;
of Key Largo Inc. = g N::r
206 matecumbe ave.
NN 102.1 Oceanside, Rey Largo Wi;’\é)vg.SSH;é‘]ll-cll‘fl)ié%m m mf::?éﬁ;;m
305-4351-95135 305-330-4885 o p=f phone/fax 305+664-0607
ML 55.9 Bayodde, Plantsaion key | 1001 Truman Ave., Key West Lerspals
3©5°52°37 Il ﬂ greglenoir@aol.com

Macs

Jewish Woman

Briskets in the slowcooker
for the New Year feast |
like that | am part of a
world-wide confederation
of women humming

to ourselves

hands smelling of garlic

— Gloria Avner

KEYS LAND USE SOLUTIONS, LLC

KEYSLANDUSESOLUTIONS@GMAIL.COM

MITCHELL N. HARVEY, AICP

(303) 521-5240 (CELL)

Tolley &
SPLLC

SHAWN W. TOLLEY, C.P.A.

102411 Overseas Highway
Key Largo, FL 33037

Tel (305) 852-9898
Fax (305) 852-9997
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. Key Largo Floral & Gifts
Michelle & Bob Newton

9955 Overseas Highway
v KeyLargo, FL 33037
Northside of Bank of America Building

Ph: 305-45(-3702
Fax: 305-45(-3703

Keylargoflorist@gmail.com
www.keylargoflorist.com

DOBTJ’E HILL
Ba ner
Q@ % FISHERIES
Seajaod 2 Rait INC.
Wholesale - Retail
[/

Miami (305) 248-5221
Key Largo (305) 451-3782
Ocean Bay Dr. Fla. 1-800-432-4358
Key Largo, FL 33037 FAX (305) 451-3215

www keylargofisheries.com ¢ E-mail: kifish333@aol

P.O. Box 273

Office Hours By Appointment

Paul E. Bernstein, D.D.S., P.A.

Turek Building
P.O. Box 587
Tavernier, Florida 33070

Telephone: (305) 852-5088

Women'’s Clothing

Marathon
Gulfside Village
305-743-5855

Key Largo
M. M. 98.5
305-852-4515

INTERESTED IN

Linda M. Kaplan, J.D., LL.M B N
Attorney at Law /_\ 8
LINDA M. KAPLAN, P.A.
=

AN IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM

10691 N. Kendall Drive, Suite 301 - Miami, Florida 33176
Phone: 305-670-7665 - Fax: 305-675-0845
Web site: lindakaplan.com - E-mail: Ik@lindakaplan.com

BUYING OR SELLING?

Engel & Volkers is one of the world’s
leading service companies specialized in the
sale and rental of premium residential,
commercial real estate and yachts.

If it is important for you to find a Realtor with a diverse
background, who has a passion to help people, allow
Laura Goodman to work hard for you to achieve all
of your Real Estate and Investment Goals.

Call Laura to assist you with
“The Keys To Your Dreams.”
305-393-0987; Laura.Goodman@evusa.com
.

ENGEL&VOLKERS

IARRIETTE’S RESTAURANT
U.S. 1, Mile Marker 95.7
Bayside
Key Largo
305 852-8689

Home of the world famous Key Lime Muffin
Small talk and big tasty portions

Open 6 AM to 3 PM daily

BREAKFAST ALL DAY
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GRYC

(GROSSMAN

ROTH

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED TRIAL LAWYERS
REPRESENTING CLIENTS WHOSE LIVES OR
BUSINESSES HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY DAMAGED
BY THE MISCONDUCT OF OTHERS

CORAL GABLES

2525 PONCE DE LEON BOULEVARD
SUITE 1150

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 33134
305.442.8666

BOCA RATON

WELLS FARGO PLAZA

SUITE 350

925 S. FEDERAL HIGHWAY
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 33432
561.367.8666

SARASOTA

GROSSMAN ROTH & PARTRIDGE
SUITE 777

1800 SECOND STREET
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 34236
941.365.8666

KEY WEST

3158 NORTHSIDE DRIVE
KEY WEST, FL. 33040
888.296.1681

800.206.4004

GROSSMANROTH.COM
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