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Church Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Gloria Gori, lifelong Duane resident, cutting the ribbon.
On April 23, 2016 the Town of Duane held a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony celebrating
the restoration of “The Little White Church”. The bright sunny skies resulted in a
large crowd. The events were started with Town Supervisor Ned LeMieux
presenting plaques and certificates to those who made the day possible. Gloria
Gori, lifelong resident of Duane, was given the honor of cutting the ribbon. The
crowd was then entertained by a dog show presented by Rita Gordon and Dawn
Wattie. Inside the church nine venders were displaying their goods and services.
Outside, a hot dog vender provided food and drinks. People spoke very highly of
the improvements made to the inside of the church. Overall, the day was very
successful with everyone having a good time. (pictures continued on next page)

Ned LeMieux Jr. receiving a plaque
from Ned Lemieux Sr.

Ned LeMieux Sr. receiving a plaque from
Gary Cring

Two rings symbolizing the sharing of life and
love, mounted on the front wall.

Nice sunny day and a great crowd!

Dave and Carmella Teeple with Rita Gordon.

Rita Gordon and Dawn Wattie

Gloria Gori displaying her hand crafted goods.
Venders, selling their goods and services.

Town of Duane Historical Notes
Prepared by: Gloria Gori, Town Historian
During one of our most trying times in our country, the Great Depression, Franklin D.
Roosevelt formulated one of the most successful and popular relief programs for that time. It
was the Civilian Conservation Corps, commonly known as the CCC. This program proposed an
Army of unemployed young men to work in manual labor jobs related to conservation and
development of natural resources in rural lands in every state of the Union.
On March 21, 1933, FDR called Congress into emergency session to authorize this program.
F.D.R. established an Advisory Council composed of representatives from the secretaries of:
War, Labor, Interior and Agriculture Departments. These departments worked together in
organizing this program and building camps and recruiting enrollees.
The Department of Agriculture and Interior worked with each State to plan and organize the
work projects.
The Department of Labor, with the help of the State and Local Relief Offices, selected and
enrolled the men. Each State had a quota base on the population. NY State had the largest
population, so it had the largest enrollees. Qualifications were as follows: single male, 18-25,
not in school, unemployed and on relief rolls. The law strictly enforced that they would be
selected from all races, creed or color. Veterans were also eligible, with no restriction to age or
marital status. The program hired 25,000 local experienced men (LKM) in carpentry, logging and
masonry to train young men in these trades.
The United States Army commanded the moving of recruits across country to various work
sites. They helped them set up camp in hospital tents until barracks could be built. The
Veterans and the African Americans were housed in different sections of the camp from the
younger men. Over a 9 year span, the program enrolled 3 million men providing them with
shelter, food and jobs. Each man was given $5 for spending money. They earned a dollar a day
and ¾ of their monthly salary was sent home to their families. They signed up for a 6 month
period and could resign 3 more times. During the CCC’s operation these young men planted
billions of trees, constructed bridges, built fire towers and public camp grounds, stocked fish,
assisted farms in controlling soil erosion, some were taught to read and the list goes on and on.
By creating jobs, they learned how to shoulder responsibilities, take orders, learn a trade, and
most importantly gained a feeling of self-worth and pride in working hard.
The CCC was never a permanent government agency. It depended on Emergency and
Temporary Congressional Legislations for its existence. By 1942, with World War II and the draft
in operation, the need for work relief declined and Congress voted to close the program.
During the War a few of the camps were used as POW camps in the Adirondacks, Boonville
and Harrisville camps housed German prisoners. Brasher Falls Camp held Italian POWs. The
nearest Camp to Duane was located at Barum Pond. Our next News Letter will be about camp
life at the Barum Pond Camp and all their work projects that benefited our town.
Source: Adirondack Civilian Conservation Corps Camps: History, Memories &Legacy of the CCC
by: Martin Podskoch; 2011

Meacham Lake Boat Launch Update

On Sunday, April 24th, Joanne and I decided to take a ride to Meacham Lake and check
on the progress of the new boat launch. As we approached the check in booth I noticed
large pieces of earth moving equipment on both sides of the road. After a short drive I
came to the left turn that would take me along the shoreline and campsites. I
immediately noticed the black top road had been broken up and was now replaced with
mud and dirt with deep ruts. I remembered campers bicycling this stretch of the road
and wondered if that would be possible this upcoming camping season. The road
continued to be torn up with some spots worse than others. As I approached the actual
construction site I was surprised to see how many trees had been removed and how
large the launch site actually is. Maybe the additional clearing is for parking. Two
pieces of earth moving equipment were on site. I took a few pictures and started my
drive back. I went by a site on the water that we had rented two summers ago and was
thinking how bad the noise, dust and traffic would be this summer. I guess I’ll just have
to hold on to those memories.

Snowfall Totals
2013-14 Winter: 201”

2014-15 Winter: 191”

2015-16 Winter: 134”

Highlights from Town Board Meetings
February 17th meeting:
Absent: None
John Carr of Blue Mountain Engineering reported to the town that the Smart Growth Grant
Application was filed on February 12, 2016.
Supervisor LeMieux discussed a “thank you” letter to the William G. Pomeroy Foundation for
the monetary award to purchase a historical site sign for the church.
Board member Gary Cring shared with board members a policy for the use of the church that he
developed. The board discussed this and Gary agreed to make revisions the town board deemed
necessary. Gary also volunteered to research a sound system for the church.
March 16th meeting:
Absent: None
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: The board decided the ceremony would be held on April 23rd from
12-3 PM. Gary Cring suggested purchasing cigarette butt containers for outside of the church.
He also provided an idea of decorative rings for the front wall as it is currently bare. He will also
make a bulletin board for displays.
Mr. Cring provided an inservice on the sound system for the church. He was able to obtain two
speakers for a reasonable price and graciously donated the amplifier, microphone and cables.
Laura Paquin provided her review of the accounting entries made by McElwain Bookkeeping
Service. She uncovered discrepancies that she will address with Linda McElwain.
April 20th meeting:
Absent: None
It was announced that the town was not chosen to receive a Smart Growth Grant
The majority of this meeting was devoted to the upcoming Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on
Saturday. Due to insurance reasons the pony rides were canceled. All vendors should be able to
set up inside the church.
May 18th meeting:
Absent: None
Tom Cardinal from Cardinal Insurance Agency, made a presentation to the board explaining the
town’s insurance coverage. The presentation included a detailed portfolio listing the type of
coverage, amount of coverage and costs.
The board passed Resolution No. 10, supporting a state wide referendum by the voters that the
Camp Gabriels land be unencumbered for private purchase.
Sue Glenny from the Horseshoe Pond Deer River Flow Association addressed the board. She
distributed a newsletter and invited all board members to attend a social gathering on June 25th.
The board adopted The Little White Church Rental/Usage Policy.
Board member, Gary Cring shared with the board some upcoming events scheduled for the
Church. He explained that individuals will be able to obtain event information from a website
that he has created.

Dates of Upcoming Meetings and Events
June 9th – Photo Workshop “Hints for Taking Better Pictures” White Church 7-8:30PM
June 15th - Town Board Meeting at the Fire Station 7 PM
June 22nd – Game Night at the Little White Church 7-8:30PM
July 20th - Town Board Meeting at the Fire Station 7 PM
August 17th - Town Board Meeting at the Fire Station 7 PM
September 21st - Town Board Meeting at the Fire Station 7 PM
Odds and Ends:
The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was a huge success. A special thank you to everyone involved
that made this possible.
It’s spring time again. It’s time to rake the lawn, plant a few flowers and clean up after winter.
When you take that evening walk it would be appreciated if you would take a small plastic bag
with you and pick up any litter along the road side. As residents of Duane we can be proud of
the beautiful community we have here in the Adirondacks. Working together we can keep it that
way. Thank you.

Future Church Activities

The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was a huge success. Your Town Board would like to see the
community continue to use the Church in various ways. As we continue to learn and grow with
this new endeavor we have developed a web site to improve our method of communicating with
residents. By going to: https://sites.google.com/site/12953church you will be able to do two
things: (1.) You will be able to view a current schedule of any events and (2.) You will be able to
leave comments. I would suggest you go to the website then “Bookmark” it for future use. On
Thursday, June 9th, a Photo Workshop on “Hints for Taking Better Pictures” will be offered at the
church from 7-8:30PM. On Wednesday, June 22nd, a Game Night will be available at the church
from 7-8:30PM. Games will include: Outside; washer board, ladder ball, croquet and Boccie ball
Inside: cards, backgammon, tri-ominos etc. Please check the website for future events in July
and August. If you have suggestions for events please call Gary at 483-2611.

