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By Eric Gtitzmacher
On a personal note, I would like to wish each of you a happy, prosperous, and
most importantly, healthy new year. I hope all of you had a wonderful holiday. I
was blessed with having my family, including both of my daughters and spouses,
around along with many friends. Nothing is more important.
Looking back on 2016, I certainly enjoyed getting together with many of you for
some good times. While I may be a little biased, I think we have a really good
group of people in the Squadron. I must also pass along my thanks to the Bridge
members who have served us ably these past few years.

2017 Bridge
Commander
Eric Gritzmacher
ericgritzmacher@cox.net

Serving as the host Squadron for the Fall District 28 conference stands out as one
of our better moments last year. We received a number of compliments from the
other Squadrons, so thanks to all of the members to who helped make it happen.

Executive Officer

In addition, our dinghy cruises, as we call them, in Newport Beach were well attended and successful events, as was our annual cruise to Dana Point. We certainly will be doing more of those this year.

Educational Officer

We also had some fun dinners last year but the attendance was not always what I
had hoped. The Bridge is considering changing our GMM's from every month to
perhaps once every other month, which might help. Among other things, we are
currently without an Administrative Officer who sets up and plans these event. I
would like to hear what all of you think about this change. Perhaps we can discuss it at our COW in January.
Certain members contributed to our success by helping out when needed. However, I would have liked to have seen more involvement from more people. This is
your organization; not the Bridge's or the USPS. Our ability to continue as a viable
organization is dependent upon members offering up their time and services. The
BSPS has been in existence for more than 75 years and I for one would like to
see it around for another 75 years (well, even 10 would be good).
Remember who we are and why we exist: to educate the public on safe and fun
boating, as well as providing people with an interest in boating the opportunity to
get together to share experiences, learn from each other, and simply have a good
time. This can't happen without you.
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Save these dates:

(Continued from Page 1)
Looking forward to this year, we face a number of challenges. The
USPS as a whole continues to experience declining membership due in
part to reduced interest in boating from the "younger" generation. This is
against a backdrop of declining involvement in volunteer organizations
as a whole. So, in order for us to get to year 100, we need to increase
our efforts to promote ourselves to the boating public at large and let
them know what we have to offer.
One of our biggest challenges this year is getting more people to serve
on the Bridge or as appointed Officers (e.g. Chair of Boating activities,
Public Relations Officer). We have had pretty much the same group of
people serving on the Bridge for years. Wes Heusser has been on the
Bridge in various capacities for many years, as have others. This needs
to change.
I have agreed to return as the Commander for this year and Lou Loth will
continue as our Treasurer. However, we are without an Education Officer as Boris Buzan, who was our EO, has moved out of the area. This
will have an impact on the number and type of classes we can put on.
We are also lacking a Secretary and Administrative Officer. Without
these positions being filled, it will be difficult to have a full, active year so
think about how you can help out. With your help, I'm confident we can
make it happen.

You should have all received the notice for our Change of Watch which
is being help on Friday - not Thursday - January 27th at BCYC. This is
one of the most important events of the year so I hope to see a lot of you
there.
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Your 2017 Membership Roster will be published soon.
Please check your contact information, especially
your e-mail, for correctness to insure timely communications! If there are no changes, there is no action
necessary on your part.
Send any corrections to:
Jn.wilsom@juno.com

Bookmark these sites:
Balboa:

www.newportbeachboating.org

National:

www.usps.org

District 28:

www.usps.org/localusps/d28/

Trident Editor: nielsene4877@gmail.com

2

