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Dear Members,
We have survived Irma. Howie had it spot on with a description of Irma, bit I cannot repeat it…ask me later
LOL!
Our next few months are packed with exciting events, from car tours, functions, shows and lots more. Pay
attention to your club calendar, and more details in this newsletter
Some of our members are on their way to Hershey. Please bring back pictures and parts!
We are wishing Willie & Linda best of luck with getting their house done.
It is with sadness to announce of Elton Marcus’ passing. Our club was well represented at the services. Our
deepest sympathies go out to Carmen and family with their loss.
I would like to thank Ron and Teri for a wonderful breakfast at their home. Thanks to all the members who drove
their old cars. We had good friends and visitors, Ed and Pam Prince attend with their 1931 Studebaker President
Roadster.
Thank you to Bob Slaney for taking over the “Member Profile” column in the newsletter. When you get a call to
be interviewed for the newsletter from Bob, please respond asap! We want to hear more from all of you!
With the coming of Fall, we have some lovely weather around the corner, so no excuses…
Let’s Tour with our Cars!
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Submitted by Leo Dougherty
In late August I traveled to my home area in the Finger Lakes area to visit
with family and friends. I very much wanted to drive my1989 Jaguar XJS
convertible while in New York State. I hemmed and hawed, worried and
fretted that the Jaguar, called Lady Gayle Michelle after my daughter, might
not be up to the trip.
To make the ride easier I made reservations on the auto train that runs daily
from Sanford, FL to Lorton, VA. Another auto train runs daily from Lorton
to Sanford at the same time. It’s roughly a 2+ hour ride from my house to Sanford, and another 5.5 hours
from Lorton to where I rented a lake house on Cayuga Lake.
While worrying and fretting one day I mentioned to Brando that I wasn’t sure
the car would take it. His advice was, “Drive 50 miles and if it’s still running,
drive it another 50 miles.” Floating around in my head was, “if it’s a Jaguar
and you don’t drive it you have to fix it. If you drive it, you have to fix it.”
So between the three options I chose the auto train and driving 50 miles at a
time. As I sit in the Lorton, VA auto train station writing this I have already put
over 1,000 miles on the car with no significant issues. I carried a bottle of
Lucas Oil treatment and Lucas Oil power steering fluid treatment. I had to put
in very little one time in the power steering pump and less than half a quart in
the engine. I’m beginning to think the car is road ready.

A sit down dinner is included in sleepers and a continental
breakfast is provided before the train arrives at its
destination.
The auto train knocks off 16 hours and more than 900 miles
on Interstate 95. It is much less wear and tear on me and the
car. Travel options include coach, business class, roomette
(two seats facing each other in a small private compartment
with the seats folding down to a bed and an overhead berth,
providing sleeping accommodations for two), or a bedroom.
Included in the bedroom is a sink, toilet, and a shower in the toilet room very much like a small
camper/RV. For certain disabled persons each sleeper car has a special room to accommodate
disabilities.
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The auto train is considered to be the longest passenger train in the US. However, Amtrak includes the
auto haulers, which do not carry people.
A short time after the train pulls out an announcement is made that
includes certain statics. On the northbound train eight passenger cars
were part of the train. However car carriers and engines were not
included. Also announced were 354 passengers and 750 vehicles
aboard the train. I suspect he meant to say there were 750 passengers
and 354 vehicles. The math worked out better that way.
On the way back to Florida it was announced that the train was thirtynine cars. Sixteen were passenger cars and twenty-three were car
haulers pulled by two engines. The length of the train was
approximately 4,000 feet long. One hundred seventy-four passengers were aboard along with three
hundred seventy-five automobiles.
I spent many years driving north and south on Interstate 95 but I far prefer the auto train now. It just
makes for a more pleasant trip.

New shirts are here and for sale @$27; Pins $5;
Windbreakers $21
Call Ron Martin (813) 220-5109

Meet-Ups
Our Monthly Meet-ups are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. Arrive
at 6:30pm, the meeting starts at 7pm and lasts for approximately one hour.
Snacks usually provided by the host. When meeting is at a restaurant, then
please arrive at 6pm to eat.
NEXT MEET-UP: Wednesday, October 11, 2017.
to be held at Bill Currie Ford, 5815 N Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 33614.
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October Celebrations
5- Louis Pullara
15- Barbara Mednick
17- Thi Dougherty
19- Teri Schneider
21- Dave Kurash
24- Mercy Rumore
25- James Sewell
31- Raul Ramos

19- Richard & Patti Nasrallah

Angelo Rumore has started a fun project for
our AACA Hillsborough members to compete
in. Angelo distributed cars to those at the
Meet-up, and he has 2 more cars left available
to anyone who wants to participate. You can
paint the car, add accessories, and do anything you like.
Have it done by the next Monthly Meet-up on Wednesday, Oct. 11 (Bill Currie
Ford). A really nice trophy will give you bragging rights for this restoration
contest. Attached is a photo of the model car and the trophy. If you would like to
participate, contact Angelo for one of the last remaining model cars. And yes,
you can have help from non-members (as we are getting our grand-daughter
involved!) Contact Angelo Rumore (813) 765-7660 Arumore44@gmail.com
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Member Profile….. by Bob Slaney
Earl & Judy Beauchamp
Earl may be most widely known in the antique automobile community for his love of old Buicks and the
book, “The Smile that Lasted a Lifetime”, which he co-authored with
Ralph Towner. Earl is often called the “Buick Man”.
He currently owns a 1939 Buick Special side-mounted sedan with full leather
interior just like his first car. The ’39 was nominated twice for a National Award
and won its Grand National Senior in 2000; Earl also has a 1939 Buick Special
convertible sedan that he bought in 1970, restored in 1979, showed for a 1st
Junior in 1982 and sold in 1985 to a museum. He bought it back from the
museum in 2000 and won the Senior Award with it in 2004.
Earl’s wife, Judy owns a 1971 Buick Riviera restored to be exactly like a car
they owned previously and enjoyed for many years.
Earl was born in Washington, DC and was raised in Arlington, VA. As a boy,
he had serious allergy and vision problems. He attended school in Arlington
and graduated high school in 1956. His father drove a home delivery laundry
truck for 44 years and his mother went to work for the Federal Government in
1950 as a telephone operator. Earl’s father, who drove a 1939 Buick from
1941-1951 is responsible for Earl’s longtime love of 1939 Buicks.
Earl’s wife, Judy, grew up on a farm in Fairfax County, VA. Judy and Earl were
20 and 19 respectively when they married in 1959. They have two daughters, one widowed and one divorced,
and one granddaughter.
The first car Earl drove was his parents' 1951 Plymouth sedan. The first car he owned was a 1939 Buick Special
sedan with dual sidemounts and leather interior. His father taught him to drive the 51 Plymouth.
Earl has owned around 75 cars in total since 1955. Old cars include a 1931 Hudson, a 1934 Pontiac 8. Several
1955 Fords, a 1952 Plymouth Belvedere, a 1956 Ford, a 1960 Ford Falcon, a 1966 Chrysler and countless
Buicks. And yes, he has owned many, many more cars. His first was a 1939 Buick.
His life is filled with interesting stories but one of his favorites is when he borrowed his Dad's Plymouth following a
really bad snowstorm to go see Judy when he was supposed to be going to night-college. Drifts were piled high
over the top of the car in the roads and farmers had cleared a path through the fields. It was the first night that
her town wasn't isolated due to the storm. Earl and the Plymouth plowed through some very deep snow but he
reached his destination because the Plymouth had on both chains and snow tires. He only visited with Judy for
about 15 minutes and then headed back. Unknown to Earl, snow was piling up in front of the radiator and the car
overheated; Earl just kept going and then out on the cleared highway he broke a chain on one wheel and it
wrapped around the axle. However, he finally got home. The next day his Dad had to pay $20 to get the radiator
fixed and he was really upset with Earl and what he had done.
Earl and Judy currently own three special Buicks:
1939 Buick Special side-mounted sedan
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1939 Buick Special convertible sedan

1971 Buick Riviera restored to be exactly like a car they enjoyed for many years. Their Riviera is a
National Senior winner, twice nominated for an AACA National Award:

Earl and Judy recently won a National
Award for the restoration of this 1939
Buick Special convertible coupe which
was sold for health reasons:
.

Earl has been a member of AACA since 1962; he served for 15 years on the AACA National Board 1995-2010
and served as AACA National President in 2004. Judy and Earl won a National Award as outstanding AACA
workers in 2016.
Earl is also active in the Classic Car Club of America, the Vintage Car Club of America and the Contemporary
Historical Vehicle Association, which Earl co-founded in1966.
Earl and Judy live in Sebring, Florida.
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Coming Up…
Halloween Party at
Larry Rumore’s!
Don’t miss this fun event. Bring your car, dress her up as
well! Great food cooked by Larry Rumore, and a costume
contest with games and prizes.
RSVP Linda Fernandez 813-390-2821
Sunday, October 15, 2017
5:00-8:00pm
3310 St. John Street, Tampa, FL
3 blocks south of Columbus Drive
& 2 blocks east of Himes Ave.

7

Officers & Board of Directors
President:
Brando Pistorius
813-917-9205 brando@oldwheel.com
Vice President:
Ron Martin
Secretary:
Leo Dougherty
Treasurer:
Marlene Hall
Board of Directors:
Willie Fernandez
Bob French
Dave Kurash
Tony Santos
Newsletter Editor:
Joanne Pistorius
Special Events:
Linda Fernandez
Member Profiles:
Dona Hornung
Webmaster:
Joanne Pistorius
Photographer:
Ken Hornung
Tour Coordinator:
Howie Mednick
Membership Chair:
Brando Pistorius

For more information, check your club website
www.AACAHillsborough.com

Coming Up…
Turkey
Run
This will be a fun tour on the backroads to Dade City,
where we know of a car guy’s annual gathering with
some fantastic antiques on display. Saturday, November
18, 2017. Details to follow. RSVP Brando 813-917-9205

Strokers
Club
Oct 7: Car Show on Main St. in
Downtown Dunedin. 9am-3pm
Oct 17: Strokers Car Club monthly meeting.
Caledonia Brewing on Main Street in Dunedin
6:30pm
Oct 28: Drag Race Riot at Orlando
SpeedWorld 9am-7pm
More Details- Contact Jeremy Waters
jeremyfl81@gmail.com
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“Hell on
Wheels”
Submitted by
Howie Mednick:
Attendees enjoy walk down 7th Avenue
to enjoy a vast array of American muscle
classic cars and motorcycles in Ybor City
with the backdrop of the old brick
buildings culminating the food, raffles
and other prizes, benefiting veteran’s
charities

event and lunch is included. No fee.
Well attended. Would love for the
AACA to join in. We hope to have 40-50
cars there.
Aston Gardens ALF Car Show is
always a hit, with a great lunch
provided, and plenty of residents who
really appreciate the cars in attendance.
12951 W. Linebaugh Ave., Tampa.
Arrive by 9:30am.
Howie hm49a@aol.com (813) 949-0009

Calendar Ahead

Our plan is for everyone to meet at Bo's
ice cream on Florida and Sligh. Park
across the street at the American Legion.
Depart there at 11:45 to 7th street in Ybor
City where they will be able to park us
ALL together Go online to register, $20
per car, $30 day of event. Then please
send me a list of how many cars will be
coming so we can inform them. Sunday,
October 29, 2017

October

Also TBACA at WOW on Dale Mabry
on Tuesday Oct 31st we will have a
costume party for our cruise in. 5:00 to
7:30. Come in costume, bring candy and
or dress your car in costume.

8- Meet-Up

I will also send you the date and time for
our annual show at Ashton Gardens on
Linebaugh past Sheldon Rd. It's a big

2- Brookdale, Northdale ALF, 3401 W. Bearss
Ave., Tampa, 33618 10am-2pm

11- Meet Up @ Bill Currie Ford
14- Aston Gardens ALF
15- AACA Hillsborough Halloween Party
21- Lake Mirror Classic
31- TBAVA, WOW Burgers

November
10-12: Carlisle Sun n Fun Lakeland
18- Turkey Run/Dade City Tour

December
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Classifieds:
For Sale
Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

1952 Lincoln Capri
$45,000

1996 Lincoln Mark VIII
Very Good Condition.
Newer Kenwood stereo. Tinted windows,
good tires, runs great. Daily driver,
selling because I just have too many
cars!

Asking $3,950

Call Ron Martin (813) 220-5109

Wanted:
______________________
1929 Peerless

Members…if you are

looking for parts or a specific car now is
the time to let us know and we will post
it in the newsletter and website for free!
Email Joanne Pistorius at
joanne@oldwheel.com

$37,000
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Sponsors:
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There is always great information on your AACA National Club Website
www.AACA.org

Sign up for your monthly Speedster e-Magazine

12

