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Hi, Everyone
Summer is in full swing and the bees seem to be exploding out the entrances of the hives. We've noticed that the number of swarm calls has
not slowed down, either. I think the recent rains have helped flora early
this summer and the longer term forecast is better this year than last.
Just today, I was on the American Beekeeping Federation's website, looking at
their registration for the upcoming conference. It will be held in Galveston, Tx in
early January 2017; we have attended once before and it was very educational, as
well as a lot of fun. I will probably be going and if we can get a group together
from the club, all the more fun. Remember, we have some funds available to
members if anyone would like to apply for support. The payback is pretty easyreport back on the conference to the group and write up a report for the Swarm.
I want to encourage mentors and mentored to get together or at least contact each
other about summer inspections and maintenance. Lets all start
thinking of what time we can each give to support our booths at
the Lavender Festival and at the Fair. The Fair is always fun.
It's nice to get to know each other a little better and it's fun to educate the public. No matter how much or how little you think
you know, there is always someone around who wants to talk Bees with you.
—Meg
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…………Buzzings…….….
WildBeeSense BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
The foundation of food ecology as we know it relies upon pollinators and the valuable pollination services they provide. Join Elias Bloom, a WSU pollinator entomologist, in our citizen science initiative that explores the relationship between plants, pollinators, and the tools we can
use to save these precious organisms. Class attendees will receive a free guide on how to identify and observe wild bees, hands-on instruction in pollinator identification and monitoring, and
the skills necessary to join a growing network of local bee observers that seek to conserve and
restore bees in Washington State. The WildBeeSense Biodiversity Project class is based off of
two years of data on native bee biodiversity gathered by Elias in Seattle urban gardens. See below for classes near you, and check back for upcoming classes throughout the summer!
WildBeeSense Biodiversity Project Training

July 8, 15, or 30 at six locations in Seattle.
July 23 in Woodinville, WA. Information.

From Bee Culture Magazine
CATCH THE BUZZ – Neonicotinoids can jeopardize the normal development of honey bee larvae.
European researchers say they have found a previously unknown and harmful effect of neonicotinoids on honey bees – neonicotinoids in low and field-relevant concentrations reduce the concentration of acetylcholine in the royal jelly/larval food secreted by nurse bees.
The researchers at the Mainz University Medical Center and Goethe University Frankfurt in
Germany say this signaling molecule is relevant for the development of the honey bee larvae.

Read More:

Education…………Orentation Flight………….Mark Urnes

Why are the bees so slow this year?

I have swarms that were collected in April and still haven't filled the first brood
box. This seems wrong since we have had some pretty nice weather this year but I
think it's because we have had periods of cool, rainy weather interspersed and
that stops the hive from building up as strong as hoped. Generally, you can figure
on about six weeks to fill both brood boxes and then starting work on the honey
super in August. Like most agriculture, that doesn't always happen. I will say
that I am getting ready to combine hives that are not building up around the middle of the month and that will hopefully give them time to put up enough food for
the winter. If they still haven't got things together by mid-August, I'll combine
some more.
On a better note, I have another bumper crop of sweet cherries that I give full responsibility to the bees. I get more gallons of cherries than I do honey lately. Maybe the fruit club is the way to go. See you all at the Lavender Festival.
—Mark

Secretary’s…......Waggle Dance Communications…......Kirsten Whitworth
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association (NOPBA)
Minutes for General Meeting, 12 June 2016
The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association met at the Port Angeles Public Library. President Meg Depew called the
meeting to order at 1:04 p.m. Minutes from the previous meeting were approved: George moved to approve; Julia seconded.

Treasurer's report
Previous Balance

4871.18

Deposits

10.00

Expenses

-49.00

New Balance

4832.18

Chris mentioned that he was contacted by a member who paid dues to WASBA and that Chris could exclude those dues from the
NOPBA dues. However, Chris has not paid 2016 club dues to WASBA because there no longer seems to be a way for a local club
to join.

Beekeeper/Education Trustee report

Mark presented to three classes of Franklin Elementary 4th graders. One highlight was a digital camera projecting pictures of a
queen laying eggs.
The club hives are doing well. The Warré may have swarmed. The Langstroth is ready for a super.

Library Report

We have two new books: Natural Beekeeping with the Warre Hive by David Heaf and Following the Wild Bees: The Craft and Science of Bee Hunting by Thomas D. Seeley who also wrote Honeybee Democracy.

Ad Hoc Trustee Report

Warren met with Elisabeth; there are 9 club t-shirts left. The Lavender festival is July 15-17. The theme of this year's County
Fair is "Cowboy Boots and Country Roots." Warren passed out signup sheets for the Country Fair (August 18-21).

VP Report

Jacqueline Freeman (Song of Increase: Listening to the Wisdom of Honeybees for Kinder Beekeeping and a
Better World) will speak at the July meeting. We will advertise in the PDN and Sequim Gazette. She has
requested that we submit written questions to her in advance. T here was a brief discussion about v ideotaping the meeting.

President Report

WaSBA is reorganizing, and revamping.
There was a brief discussion about contacting Rusty Burlew

of

Honey Bee Suite to come speak to us.

New Business
Announcements

Additional announcements were called for by President, Meg Depew.

Elisabeth talked about making NOPBA videos for the new community TV station PAPA (Channel 21). Please note that the broadcast
is lo res, so even high res videos will be lo res.
The Noxious Weed Board has gifted us with Bee-U-tify seeds from WSDA and other organizations. Cathy Lucero is asking for feedback about the seeds.
Walt announce the newsletter advertisement fees ($10 per year per business). Please send articles pictures, recipes and advertisements to Walt two weeks before the club meetings.
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:28 pm was made by George and seconded by Carol.
Respectfully submitted,
C. Kirsten Whitworth, NOPBA Secretary
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Swarm info
What Triggers a Swarm?
Three main theories:

Decreasing queen pheromone — Congestion — Excess of brood food.
Now generally believed to be ﬁrst two. But swarming is a natural impulse anyway!

Swarming beneﬁts :


Breaks varroa brood cycle



A natural honeybee impulse to reproduce



Disadvantages: • a lost swarm loses workforce and honey harvest



Antisocial: the swarm may end in a roof, wall or chimney ?

Primary swarms
Primary swarms: • contain the old queen • are larger than secondary or cast
swarms • tend to settle ﬁrst on nearby branches
before departing for new
nest site.
To catch primary swarms, pin Vita’s Honeybee Swarm Wipe on a suitable branch
or post in the apiary

Secondary or cast swarms

Secondary or cast swarms • depart a week or more after primary
swarms. •
contain one or more virgin queens • are more easily tempted into nearby bait
hives.
To catch casts, use Vita’s Honeybee Swarm Wipe in bait hives. Or lemon grass
oil.
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Education…………Orentation Flight………….Mark Urnes

Mark’s talk on Bee Lining
(Hunting the wild Olympic bees)

Mark introduced the art of searching for colonies of honey bees that are living in tree
cavities and other sites in the wild. He displayed his equipment used during the hunt and
talked about how it was used. He talked about the book by Thomas Seeley “Following the
Wild Bees” The craft and science of Bee Hunting from which he copied and fabricated
some of his equipment.
The bee hunter starts his search for a wild colony by catching bees on flowers then
baiting them to forage at a small bonanza of sugar syrup that has been scented with anise.
He then determines the direction to the bees secret residence by watching the paths of their
homeward flight. He keeps moving down their flight line home, their beeline. Then finally, he
zeros in on their secret dwelling a hollow tree, old building or abandoned hive. He now has an
ideal spot to set bait hives to capture swarms emanating from the wild hive.
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Field trip to Mark’s & the club’s apiary after the June meeting

Mark answers a
question
on the field
trip to club
apiary.

Opening
the club
Warre
hive looking for
swarm
cells
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2016 Vita international honeybee and beekeeping photo competition
Photographers with an interest in honeybees and beekeeping are invited to enter the fifth
annual Vita photo competition.
Winners’ photographs will appear in the 2017 Vita Calendar and be featured in Vita’s monthly newsletters. All winners will receive a copy of the limited edition calendar and one outright winner will also receive a cash prize plus beekeeping products. The competition will be judged by an international panel of
beekeeping specialists and suppliers.
All suitable entries will be added to the Vita Gallery, a free online resource of hundreds of honeybeerelated photos now used by beekeeping lecturers and associations across the globe.
Entrants may submit up to four photos (preferably each 1-2 MB in size) by emailing them to gallery@vita-europe.com. Photos can be on any relevant topic relating to honeybees and beekeeping. Please
ensure that photos are of high enough resolution for printing.
The outright winner of the competition will receive a €50 cash prize, plus Vita antiVarroa products for 10 colonies. Runners-up will receive a special package of Vita
products. There is also a special prize for the winner of the under-16s category.
The deadline for entries is 16 October 2016.
Sebastian Owen, Commercial Development Manager at Vita (Europe) Ltd, said: “We look forward to seeing the entries each year and are very impressed by the quality of images and the ingenuity of photographers in capturing that seemingly elusive shot. The Gallery section on the website that holds many of
the entries is extremely well used by people across the globe, so clearly entries have a value way beyond
the competition.”
Terms and Conditions of the 2016 Vita Photo Competition
The competition is open to any individual. Up to four photos (about 1MB each in size) relating to honeybees or beekeeping may be submitted. Please include your name, postcode (or equivalent) and country in
your email. You may also include captions for your photographs if you wish.
The deadline for entries to the competition is 16 October 2016.
Entrants must certify that the image/s they are submitting is their own work and that they own the copyright. It is the responsibility of each entrant to ensure that any images they submit have been taken
with the permission of the subject and do not infringe the copyright of any third party or any laws. In
providing images for the competition, each entrant agrees that Vita can put it in the online Vita Gallery
for others to use and in the Vita Calendar. Wherever used, Vita will credit the contributor.
Vita will enter your email address on its mailing list unless you specify otherwise. You can ask for your
email address to be withdrawn from the mailing list at any time.
For the cash prize, bank transfer details will be required.
The judges’ decision will be final.
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The Guard Bee—Walt on Warre hives
This information is from: http://www.warre.biobees.com/index.html
Whose pages are dedicated to beekeeping using the hive developed by Abbé
Émile Warré (1867-1951) and any of its modifications. Responding to the obvious
decline in beekeeping in France since his youth, Warré experimented with some
350 hives of various designs with the aim of producing a hive that was simple,
economical, bee-friendly and assured a surplus for the beekeeper. The result was
his People's Hive (Ruche Populaire) whose construction and operation he described in his book Beekeeping For All

The fundamental concept on which Warré based his hive is not new and Warré himself
acknowledged this on pages 146-9 of his book Beekeeping For All1.
It has so far been possible to identify the following people in France, Sweden, Germany,
England and Russia who, prior to Warré, developed hives along similar or identical principles and published the results:
John Gedde (1647-1697), book published 1677 (3rd edition).
Guillaume Louis Formanoir de Palteau (1712-?), book published in 1756.
Samuel Linnaeus (1718-1797), book published in 1768
Thomas Wildman (1734-1781), book published 1768
Pfarrer Johann Ludwig Christ (1739-1813), book published in 1779.
Bryan I'Anson Bromwich (? - 1805), book published in 1783.
Pierre Louis Du Couédic de Villeneuve (1743-1822), book published in 1813.
Edward Bevan (1770-1860), book published in 1827.
T. M. Howatson (?-?), book published in 1827.
Nicolai Vitvitsky (1764-1853), book first published in 1846
Illarion Semenovich Kullanda (1848-1922); book published in 1882; a near precursor of
Warré
The fact that these are all apparently independent inventions supports the soundness of
the principle on which beekeeping with these hives is based. All the hives comprise
stacks of hive-body elements to which new elements are added at the bottom in the
spring and from which honey is removed from the top element(s) in the autumn. The
hives of Warré, Bevan, Howatson and Christ are vertical (or tiered or storified) top-bar
hives. The divisions between the boxes of the Palteau and Du Couédic hives comprise
perforated boards, the former with a large hole in the centre to allow central combs to
continue unbroken from box to box, the latter with only one small hole in the centre. The
hive described by von Linné is a skep storified with rings in which the comb is partly supported on spales.
To the above we can also add the hive still used for Apis cerana in Japan which has
been in use for several hundred years.
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Walt’s Bee Shed Hive

My hive inside the shed. The orange box is
the entrance ring for the hole in the south
wall.

Not the greatest photography but Im a great
watcher!!!
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The windows in the Warre boxes are great for
watching the bees work. At this angle you can see
the entrance hole in the orange ring at the back of
the hive

From building the comb to watching the bees
hatch & emerge as adults it is truly amazing!
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Bees Bearding on the Front of the Hive
Why are my bees on the front of the hive?

Keeping Your Hive Cool During the Heat of Summer
Bearding is a normal activity for the bees during the summer months when the temperatures start to
rise. You may see your bees clustered on the front of the hive. The bees are cooling off by hanging on the
outside of the hive to prevent overcrowding and overheating of the hive.

Even though bearding is normal you will want to make sure your bees are not overheating and they have
adequate ventilation and enough shade from the afternoon sun to stay cool.
A Roof on Your Hive

Your hive needs some type of roof to go over the lid of the hive. Whether it is a Top Bar Hive, or
any other type of hive proper ventilation from a roof is needed. Yes even here on the Olympic
Peninsula the sun does shine. Just think how warm it gets in your car when your sitting in it
waiting for your spouse outside the store on a sunny day.
With a Top Bar Hive the combs can become very soft and fragile if the hive is overheating. If
you do not have a roof over the lid, the sun beats down on the flat lid of the hive and the heat is
transmitted down into the hive and overheats the hive. The Ventilated Roof works like the roof
on a house creating a barrier from sun beating on a flat surface. The venting along the ridge of
the roof (5) allows hot air to escape and flow out this top ridge vent from the void (3) below. (4)
is a solid board that is part of the roof keeps out mice and covers (1) the box filled with insulating material that also absorbs moisture rising from the hive through (2) Corse cloth that holds
in the absorbent insulating material.
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From The Hive By Chef Beebread

Sweet Potato Pie
1 can (15 oz.) Sweet Potato
1½ c. Marshmallow
1 c. Honey
1 tsp. Vanilla
3 Egg Whites
½ recipe Plain Pastry (or Graham Cracker Crust)
Heat sweet potatoes and then mash until smooth. Add the next 3 ingredients.
Then pour into crust. Beat egg whites until stiff. Put on top. Bake at 350°.

For the kids sprinkle a few raisins on top for Sweet Potato Ant Pie !

Beekeeping Trivia
Festooning ! =
What is it?
Bees on a bar getting setup to start building comb
Picture from Backyardhive

Visit us at Backyardhive.com

Here they are well under way
building comb starting in
the middle of the bar.
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Bee Stuff — Swap! / Looking For! / For Sale! / Free stuff! / ?

FOR SALE: USED WOODENWARE WITH NEW FOUNDATION. ONE
FRAME TO COMPLETE HIVE SET UP.
CALL: Ed, Cell 360-301-0740

Home 457- 7686

Warre Hives by Larry

It’s time to start setting up for 2016 !
Details , Boxes with 1/4 inch glass windows, all cedar except the Top Bars. Walls are 1 1/4 inch thick, all
expertly hand crafted call Larry at 360-683-6957.
Each hive comes with Quilt box, Roof, Floor. And Top Bars
2 box starter — $225
3 box ————- $300
4 box ————- $375
Call and let me know what you need lets talk. 360-683-6957
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****NOPBA Member Special
Complete Hive

$299.

Contains 2 Deeps with frames and Plasticell foundations
2 Supers with frames and Plasticell foundations
Telescoping Top with Inner Cover
Solid Bottom Board with Entrance Reducer
Metal Queen Excluder
Fully Assembled
Also Available Painted
Western Supers with 10 Frame and Plasticell

$59

All hive components hand-finished locally
Call Buddy for orders

360-452-9807

Custom Made Tool Box for beekeeping
Carry your hot smoker safely !
I have 2 left
1—24” X 9”

$30.00

1— 20” X 9”

$25.00

*Tools not included

Waltw@q.com
360-681-5494
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NOPBA CLUB LIBRARY

Librarian :

Richard & Marilyn Parks

Videos:
Tapes: Silence of the Bees
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, University of Georgia
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, Part 2
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 1-7 (Ohio St. University)
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 8-14
DVD's: The Bee Movie
Queen of the Sun
An Introduction to Beekeeping
Backyard Hive: Alternative Beekeeping using Top Bar Hive & Bee Guardian Methods
Articles, Tips and Information. Compiled by Walt Weilbicki
NOVA: Tales from the Hive
Bushy Mountain Bee Farm series:
Keeping Bees and Producing Honey
Package Bee Installation
Bee Removal

Comb Honey Production
Extracting
Swarm Boxes
Free Bees for You
Queen and Package Bee Production
Requeening and Colony Division
The Magic of Mead
MAGAZINES AND PUBLICATIONS:
Bee Culture, May through June 2014
Honey Bee Diseases and Pests, 2nd Edition and 2nd Edition Revised by Univ. of Guelph, Ontario
How to Reduce Bee Poisoning form Pesticides, 2006 Edition and 2013 Edition
Honey For Sale: The Official Honey Board Marketing Kit, Colorado 1999
MMXVI, ISSUE 7

Page 15

Project Apis m.: Analytical Lab Directory for Beekeepers
BOOKS:
The Gentle Craft
Modern Bee-keeping: A Handbook for Cottages, Published 1890
The Beekeeper's Handbook, 3rd Edition
Better Bee Keeping
Top-Bar Hive Beekeeping: Wisdom and Pleasure Combined
Honey Bee Pest, Predators and Diseases
An Eyewitness Account of Early American Beekeeping: The Autobiography of A.I. Root 18391923
Keeping Bees by Peter Beckly
Keeping Bees by John Vivian
Breeding Super Bees
How to Keep Bees and Sell Honey
Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honeybee Health
Toward Saving the Honeybee

At the Hive Entrance
Nectar and Pollen Plants of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest
Hive Management: A Seasonal Guide for Beekeepers
The Beekeeper's Bible
500 Answers to Bee Questions
First Lessons in Beekeeping by C. P. Dadant (Qty 3)
Bee Equipment Essentials
Bee Sex Essentials
Queen Rearing Essentials (Qty 2)
Increase Essentials
The Hive and the Honeybee (Qty 3
The Hive and the Honeybee Revisited
Beekeeping for All
The ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture
Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping
A Country Year: Living the Questions
Practical Beekeeping
The Backyard Beekeeper's Honey Handbook
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Three Seasons of Bees: A Pacific Northwest Journal
The Complete Idiots Guide to Beekeeping
Swarm Traps and Bait Hives: The Easy Way to get Bees for Free
The Biggle Bee Book by Jacob Biggle, 1909
Honeybee: Lessons from and Accidental Beekeeper
Robbing the Bees
Following the Bloom: Across America with Migratory Beekeepers
The Thinking Beekeeper: A Guide to Natural Beekeeping in Top Bar Hives
Learning From Bees: A Philosophy of Natural Beekeeping by Chandler, Phillip
CHILDREN'S BOOKS
The Bee-Man of Orn (ages 4 and up)
The Honeybee Man (ages 4 and up)
Bees, Hives, Honey! Beekeeping for Children (ages 8 and up)
COOKING AND CRAFTS
Super Formulas: Arts and Crafts
Beeswax: Molding and Candle Making (Qty 2)
Wick, Wax and Talk 2nd Time Around
Making Vinegar at Home
Making Wild Wines and Meads

The Complete Meadmaker
Cooking with Honey
Sweetened with Honey the Natural Way
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What is Happening Calendar

7/10/16

NOPBA General Meeting
Speaker= Jacqueline Freeman

7/15 - 17/2016

Sequim Lavender Festival

August, 20th

National Honey Bee Day
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382
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LINKS
WASBA Education
WASBA news
WSBA events
National Honey Board
USDA, ARS, HONEY BEE RESEARCH
WSDA Apiary Program
WSU Department of Entomology
Central Washington Beekeepers Association
Clark County Beekeepers Association
East Jefferson Beekeepers Association
Inland Empire Beekeepers
Lewis County Beekeepers
Methow Valley Beekeepers
Mid Columbia Beekeepers Association
Mount Baker Beekeepers
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers
Northwest District Beekeepers
Olympia Beekeepers, Thurston County
Pierce County Beekeepers
Puget Sound Beekeepers
Skagit Valley Beekeepers
Snoqualmie Beekeepers Association
Stanwood-Camano Island Beekeepers
West Sound Beekeepers
Whidbey Island Beekeepers Association
BackYardHive

WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

The North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers’ Association
formed to promote the common interest and general welfare of beekeeping, to protect
honey bees, to encourage good
bee management practices, and
to encourage good public relations between beekeepers and
the public.

Our meetings are currently held
on the second Sunday of the month
at 1:00 p.m. A WSBA class for
certification starts one hour before
the business meeting. We meet
indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
July10, 2016

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2015 – 2016
President

Meg Depew

sequimbeefarm@gmail.com

Vice President

Tyrone Beatty

majikmusikman37@hotmail.com

Secretary

Kirsten Whitworth

kwhitworth@wavecable.com

Treasure

Chris Beatty

c2beatty@gmail.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Librarian

Richard & Marilyn Parks

rwparks12@yahoo.com

Newsletter

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Past President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Ad Hoc Comm. Trustee

Warren Mecca

meccanator@gmail.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA

PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org
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