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Bells
Announcements
“Morning Has Broken”, Traditional, Arr. by Dan Chadburn

Prelude
Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Margie Conner

God is our dwelling place, faithful for generations.
God calls to us “Seek me and live!”
We rejoice in God, who is compassionate and just.
May God’s work and power, favor and truth be with us.
The word of God is powerful and effective.
It penetrates our soul and opens us to God’s grace.
We cannot hide from the God who knows us.
God understands our thoughts and intentions.
We have a compassionate high priest in Jesus Christ.
With tenderness Christ invites us to follow him.
With courage and hope we come before God.
In him we will find the mercy and grace we need.

*Hymn

Let Me Enter

Gathering Prayer

Margie Conner

We praise you, O God, as we rejoice in your steadfast love. You have set the rules under
which life can be rich and full and free. Help us in this hour, not only to be set free from the
things of this world, but more importantly from the misguided attitudes and desires that hold
us captive. Lead us in the power and wisdom of your Spirit that we may follow Christ in the
way that leads to eternal life. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Philippians 3:4-12
Mark 10:17-31
Special Music

Margie Conner
Rosemary Dawson

“Lamb of God”, Twila Paris, Arr. Lloyd Larson.
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Sermon

Possession

If you were to take an inventory of all your possessions what would be on that list? Is it too large to
even count? And of all those possessions, are any of them treasures? How would you feel, if
through some disaster, like the fires out west, you lost all you had? I bet, like me, you’d be pretty
distraught. Now, what if, instead of loosing them you were challenged to give it all away?
Seriously, that would make no sense. I need my cloths, and my car, and my pots, pans, sofa, tv,
iPad, cell phone…shall I go on?
Yet that is the very challenge Jesus poses to us today. Is he serious? Well, for one particular man he
was. In this passage Jesus in ‘on a journey’ but not just any journey; he has told his disciples, twice,
that ‘the son of man must undergo great suffering, be rejected, killed and after three days rise
again.’ (8:31, 9:31) In other words, he was on his way to Jerusalem - to give his all - his very life. It
was on this journey that a man approaches him with a very important question – ‘what must I do to
gain eternal life?’ It’s a question many people ask, and many people earnestly pursue.
It is a question Jesus willingly addresses, but it is not an easy answer. First like a good rabbi he
points to the law of the covenant, and specifically to those commands that deal with our neighbors,
with how we live in the world – murder, adultery, theft, lying, cheating, respect for your parents.
And this man has a clear conscious! He has done well in living uprightly, which implies his wealth
is not il-gotten gains. Yet in spite of his upright life something is still missing, which is why he
came to Jesus in the first place. He felt a need so great that he knelt down (as a beggar) and asked
for Jesus’ guidance.
I imagine that Jesus was moved by this man’s faithfulness and his earnestness. So with a loving and
penetrating eye he acknowledges the gap “you are missing one thing” and then challenges the man
to take the next big step “Go sell all you possess, give to the poor, and come, follow me.”
Why this challenge? It’s hard for us folks, all of us ‘comfortable and well-off in this world’, to hear
those words. We are so like this seeker that we are just as discomforted by Jesus’ words as this rich
man was. We really don’t want it to say what it says. But this is a particular ‘rubber meets the road’
word. Jesus has already challenged his hearers, twice - “if anyone would come with me- deny
yourself, take up your cross and follow me.” This is the practical, and not so practical application of
that call.
Would I personally sell off all my stuff, give it away to the Springfield Rescue Mission and follow
Jesus? No, no I would not. Would I be so heart-sick and distraught that I would walk away from
Jesus? Never. Does that leave me in a dilemma? I don’t know, but sometimes I feel a bit like Peter
“Hey, wait a minute, I have given up many things – my first career, my pursuit of ‘the American
Dream’, even some close and valued relationships. What about me?” And unlike Jesus reassuring
response to Peter ‘that you will receive again a hundredfold’ I hear Christ’s Spirit say to me “Oh
stop your whining.” What about you? How do you react to this passage? Do you resist ‘giving
your all’ to Christ? I mean really giving ALL. What, if anything, might really tempt you to turn
away from Christ? And what are you going to do about it?
I believe there is some good news, and some hope for all of us in this, because God is not about to
let us go, even when we faulter in our following. That is the key which Jesus points all of us to –
‘humanly, it is impossible; but not with God, with God everything is possible.’ For us, under our
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own steam, not only can we not ‘gain heaven’, we can’t even manage ‘perfect discipleship. But
therein lies the grace of God, the invitation, and the challenge is to allow God to free us from all the
things that possess us (whether they are material, relational, mental or spiritual) so that we can
possess the one true thing that is Eternal Life.
So, what is your greatest possession?
Amen.
*Hymn
Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Loving God, we praise you and thank you for your abundant goodness and mercy towards us. We
thank you for Jesus Christ who came to offer us true life in your kingdom, and for your Spirit who
frees us from all that would keep us from your grace. And so, we come before you now seeking the
power to live out a true discipleship.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. Help us to recognize the many blessings you
have given to us, and our misguided intent to possess them. Empower us, not simply to let them go,
but to give them over to you so that they may be a blessing to others, and may free us to walk more
fully with Christ. We pray as well for all those who know power and wealth in this world. Grant
them a freedom from self-serving attitudes and actions, so that all may people may receive your
justice, peace and abundant provisions. We pray as well for all who are in need. May the ill receive
your healing touch, the mourning know your comforting presence, and the needy obtain your
faithful provision. We especially lift up… and we thank you for…
We praise you, Wondrous God, for abundance of your grace towards us, through Jesus Christ, who
taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
God’s word reveals our deepest need and offers us our greatest hope. Jesus said to the young seeker
of life: “go, sell what you own, and give to the poor ... then come, follow me.” This is God’s
challenge and God’s gift. Let us dedicate our offerings with faith in Christ’s invitation and with love
for our neighbor.
We thank you. O God, for the many resources you have entrusted to us; for faith and hope, as well
as wealth and power. May we ever be responsive to your call, willing to release the good we think
we possess for the treasure you hold eternally. Here we dedicate our resources and our lives to your
reign among us. Use them to your glory and for the welfare of all people. Amen.
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Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
* Hymn

Be Now My Vision NCH 451

*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
* Benediction
Go now into the world
And may God help you live worthy of his calling, and through his power help you to
accomplish every good desire and faithful work. May your life honor the name of Christ, and
may he, in turn, honor you, according to the grace of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“The Gift of Love”,
Eng. Melody adapt. by Hal Hopson, Setting by John Carter.

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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