LIVING FAITH

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
NOVEMBER 21, 2021
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY (John 18:33b-37)

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus,
and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?”
Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I?
Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”
Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?”
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born,
and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
How can we celebrate Christ as King on this feast day? The idea of a king or a queen is a
complicated reality in today’s world. Here in Canada, with recent revelations of unmarked graves on
the grounds of former residential schools, we all are now faced with our dark colonial history. The
discovery of this land by European kings of the day and western white European culture, believed
that the new world was free for the taking. But how could this land be discovered when it was already
being lived upon by generations of Indigenous peoples? Add to that, a series of Papal bulls in the
1400’s issued under Popes Nicholas V and Alexander VI which gave church sanction to this colonial
conquest by declaring the land of the new world vacant (terra nullius) because those living on that
land (Indigenous peoples) were non-persons. This complicated and shameful legacy leaves its scars
to this very day and calls us all to greater accountability, understanding, justice and reconciliation.
Thus, referring to Christ as King on this feast should give us all pause for thought. However, as we
look to the Gospel of today, Jesus gives us a better idea of what kind of king he is and what his
Kingdom is like. Jesus says to Pilate, “My kingdom is not from this world,” and indeed it is not! As we
see from the Gospel, the citizens of Jesus’ Kingdom – and therefore God’s kingdom – are all those
who were considered unacceptable in his day: woman, children, the poor, the sick, shepherds, tax
collectors, and all those rejected by society and religion of the time.
Jesus’ kingdom is not a place of thrones and dominions, but a place where all people, especially
those who are marginalized and rejected have their rightful, dignified place. It is a place where the
values of the Gospel - love, justice, mercy, forgiveness, conversion and transformation, salvation and
eternal life - reign. Jesus’ kingdom is a place here the king is willing to leave the 99 and go in search
of the one who is lost. Jesus’ kingdom is one where, even when the prodigal son was far off, the
father runs to him and welcomes him home. Jesus kingdom is where the criminal hanging beside
Him on the cross, is promised paradise as he humbly asks Jesus to remember him when he comes
into his kingdom.
If Christ is THIS kind of king, in THIS kind of kingdom, then we can celebrate on this feast day.
For more, go to www.rcsj.org
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TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•
•
•

Do you think of Jesus as a king?
What kind of king do you envision Jesus as?
How are you a “person of the Kingdom? How do you help build up the Kingdom of God
through your actions and words?
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For more, go to www.rcsj.org

CANADIAN CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE
FALL ACTION CAMPAIGN

Let’s spread the word about putting People and Planet first

Development and Peace's 2021-2022 campaign,
People and Planet First, is calling for Canada and
Canadian corporations not to be complicit in violations
against the planet and its inhabitants The easiest way
to take action is to sign the petition calling on the
government to implement a due diligence law that
would require its companies to respect human and
environmental rights in their overseas operations.
However, there are several other options available to
you if you have already signed and want to continue
your commitment! You can follow the latest campaign
news on our Facebook or Instagram pages and even
update your profile to show the campaign colors. If
you’d like to delve into the subject deeper, take the
time to read our printable backgrounder. And what
about sharing the campaign video with your friends
and family? Whatever you choose to do, thank you for
helping to spread solidarity! https://devp.org/en

XVI Ordinary General Assembly
of the Synod of Bishops
“For a Synodal Church:
Communication, Participation and Mission”
This Synod is intended to inspire people to dream about the Church we are called to be... The
Synod Process is...a journey of growing authentically towards the communion and mission
that God calls the Church to live out in the third millennium.
The three key words proposed for this Synod are
Communion, Participation and Mission.
The Central Question
The current Synod focuses on the topic of synodality itself. The fundamental question for the XVI Synod is:
How does this “journeying together” take place today on different levels (from the local level
to the universal one), allowing the Church to proclaim the Gospel? And what steps is the
Spirit inviting us to take in order to grow as a synodal Church?
THE CONSULTATION PROCESS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. JOHN’S
The consultation process will be launched on Christ the King Sunday, November 21, 2021. The consultation
will be widespread and will take two forms:
• Consultation in focus groups, both in-person and online
• A questionnaire for individuals, which can be completed online at
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QL8BNS5)
or by downloading the paper version from www.rcsj.org
For more, go to www.rcsj.org

MEANING, PURPOSE & PROCESS OF SYNOD
Shortly after Vatican II Pope Paul VI revived the ancient practice of regular synods of bishops. He
did so as a practical way to implement the teaching of Vatican II about the “college of bishops” and
the co-responsibility of all the Bishops, together with the Bishop of Rome, for the well-being of the
whole church.
The word that was popularly used to describe this co-responsibility in church leadership was
“collegiality.” That sense of collegiality really caught in the early post-Vatican II years – and it
spread throughout the church. Presbyteral Councils and Parish Pastoral Councils became
ubiquitous in our church. In some places Diocesan Pastoral Councils were also established. Each
of these was meant to make it possible to hear more and varied voices to assist the bishop or
pastor in making decisions.
The notion of “collegiality” is integral to Pope Francis’ understanding and vision of church.
However, he does not use the term collegiality. Rather, Pope Francis uses synodality, which
comes from a more ancient stream of theology, one that is not so “western”; it comes from the
earliest Eastern church. “Synodality” speaks more to a way of being and suggests discerning
together as the process that leads to conclusions, which the Pope or Bishop or Pastor can then
weigh and take account of in their guidance of the church or diocese or parish.
The Vademecum for the Synod says, “The Church increasingly realizes that synodality is the path
for the entire People of God. Hence the Synodal Process is not longer only an assembly of bishops
but a journey for all the faithful, in which every local church has an integral part to play.” Inviting
every member of the church – and even some who are not members – to participate in the
consultation and discernment before the actual gathering of the Bishops’ representatives is
unprecedented.
THE XVI SYNOD OF BISHOPS
Pope Francis sees synodality as integral to the very
nature of the church and to the fulfilling of the mission
of the church.

ADVENT BEGINS NOVEMBER 27/28, 2021
Prepare the way of the Lord!

For more, go to www.rcsj.org

Objective
The objective of the Synod is to listen, as the entire
People of God, to what the Spirit is saying to the
Church. We do so by listening together to the Word of
God in Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church,
and then by listening to one another, and especially to
those at the margins, discerning the signs of the times.
In fact the whole Synodal Process aims at fostering a
lived experience of discernment, participation, and coresponsibility, where a diversity of gifts is brought
together for the Church’s mission in the world.

