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President’s
Column
Another successful show has come
and gone, thanks to all of you who
worked so hard to make
everything go smoothly. As we
look ahead to the rest of the year,
we welcome our new members to
join with us this month for
Forrest's "back to basics"
presentation. It's always good to
review the basics of orchid
growing, and consider whether
some change might make our
plants happier. Many times, the
methods we use to grow our
orchids are based on trial and
error, but keeping the basics in
mind will give a greater likelihood
of success.
June finds us in the height of the
growing season for many orchids.
It almost seems like I can see
growth and change in my plants
from one day to the next. The fat
pseudobulb, new leaf, or green
root tip excites me as much as the
flower, and sometimes more so!
Like many of you, I've moved
some plants outside to take
advantage of the warm weather.
There's just something about
being outside that makes some
plants seem to grow better.
I look forward to seeing you all on
Sunday!
--Mark Mills

Newsletter Editor
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AOS
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From the Forrest
All the great orchid growers got their start somewhere
and they all have one thing in common; mastery of the
basics. This month we will be doing a "Crash Course
Green Growers Session" where I will try to highlight as
much of the basic info that every successful orchid grower
must learn to establish a successful foundation from
which to build a successful hobby growing orchids.
Over the past eight years and despite some painful bumps
in the road (or as I like to call them 'learning experiences')
growing orchids has given me some of the greatest
feelings of satisfaction and accomplishment that I could
imagine. Growing orchids is a fantastic and rewarding
hobby, but to have more ups than downs and to get the
most enjoyment of watching your plants and collection
happily grow and blossom there's some things you need
to know. We'll briefly cover the most basic information
that every good grower knows but had to learn
somewhere. The info we need to know is of two types. 1)
How to find good, helpful information on our plants such
as: what are orchids and how are they related, where do
they come from and why does that matter, where and
how to acquire nice plants; and 2) How do we make them
grow and bloom which covers the cultural aspects such as:
where to grow, light, water, fertilizer, pest and disease
management, experimentation, repotting techniques, and
when to divide or not to divide. It's going to be a lot of
good information packed into a powerful presentation
that could just give you the start that you need to become
a great orchid grower.
So come this weekend and take the first step that could
launch you into one of the most fun and rewarding
hobbies I've ever known, or at least give you the tools you
need to get that damn Phalaenopsis from Kroger to
rebloom again. Oh and for all you advanced growers, it's
always good to go back to the basics every now and then
and discuss good orchid culture so you all better come
too.
Thanks and hope to see you all there. PS I'll be bringing in
some nice freebies for any new members so you can
immediately have some plants to practice with begin
using the techniques learned in this month's installment.
From Forrest Brem
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Alex Kumok
Bizarre and Unusual: Lautoria Dendrobiums
Charles Wilson
Showing and Exhibiting Orchids
Christmas Party

Enter to Win
Write an essay on “Why
Is My Favorite Orchid
Genus” – you fill in the blank - - and win up to
$100.00!
If you prefer to write about your favorite orchid or
species within a genus, that will be fine, too.
The essay should be no more than 500 words in length
and submitted no later than October 1st to Doris
Asher, Chair, Mid-America Communications Committee
(asherdoris@juno.com) – winners will be announced at
the Congress’ Sunday Business Meeting in
Independence, MO on October 28, 2012. You do not
need to be present to win.
First prize wins $100.00; second, $50; third, $25. All
three prize-winning essays will appear in future issues
of The Mid-American, the newsletter of the MidAmerica Orchid Congress.

HT Cymbidiums
This month I switched from growth formula fertilizer to
the recommended time to start bloom formula
fertilizer. The many standard cymbidiums and HTC are
doing well with their growth.
The weather still will determine how they all will fare
re-blossoming. Examination of the HTC orchids has not
given any indication of spiking to date this year; the
standard varieties have generally not started to spike
until about the beginning of December in our climate.
The cymbidiums have fared quite well with the
abnormally warm winter to spring temperatures
experienced this year. It will be interesting to keep
tabs on all of the HTC to see if any will initiate spikes
earlier in the year.

Eric Kuhnel
ericfishing@hotmail.com

Photos by Eric Hunt

The Windward Spur
Those of you who know me well know
that I am a passionate grower of
Neofinetia falcatas. Our guest speaker
last March, Dr. Glenn Lehr, brought us
many fine examples to choose from. They
can be pricey but so are a dozen roses
that only last a week. Neos have been
known to live for many years and become
heirlooms. We were fortunate to have
three good examples in our May Orchid
Show winning second and third place
ribbons.
I have discovered yet another excellent
source for Neofinetia falcatas. Flora
Peculia is an orchid nursery located in
Toronto, Ontario owned and operated by
Terry Kowalczuk. Terry has been taught
by Fukiran Masters while in Japan and his
site is well worth the time to visit:
florapeculia.ca
Culture note: Whether you send your
Neos outside for summer camp or they
spend the summer on your windowsill,
allow them to dry between each watering
to a light dryness and give them plenty of
air movement. After all… the Japanese
word for fuuran is ‘Wind Orchid.’

Cultivated by
Jimmy Harwell

1% fo r O r c h id C o n ser v at io n
I am writing you in hope that your society and board will consider participating in 1% for Orchid Conservation:
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org
Orchid Societies and businesses that participate in 1% FOC commit to budget 1% or more of their net revenue
towards in situ orchid conservation projects of their choice. An orchid society's board determines their 1%
donation amount and to where it goes. Through 1% for Orchid Conservation we want to create a network of
orchid societies and businesses to raise money for in situ orchid conservation. The link to the orchid society "good
faith" agreement is: http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org/pdf/osagreement.pdf
The Orchid Conservation Coalition does not take donations or distribute money. There are no fees to join. If every
Orchid Society around the world were to donate $10.00 a year to orchid conservation it would make a dent.
It doesn't matter whether 1% is a small or large amount; it is the act of participating that is important. The
donations to in situ orchid conservation will build from there. Eighteen Orchid Societies participate in 1% FOC: the
San Francisco Orchid Society, the Orchid Species Society of Western Australia, the New Hampshire Orchid Society,
Bucks County Orchid Society, the Slipper Orchid Alliance, Native Orchid Conference, the Boulder Orchid Society,
the Orchid Society of Southern California (Los Angeles), the Illinois Orchid Society, the Orchid Grower's Guild, the
Portland Orchid Society, the Denver Orchid Society, the Spokane Orchid Society, the Greater Cincinnati Orchid
Society, the Vallarta Orchid Society, Mexico, the Oregon Orchid Society, the Amherst Orchid Society, and Trinidad
and Tobago Orchid Society. Four businesses are current participants Orchid Seedbank Project: Calypso bulbosa
Company, Spangle Creek Labs, and International Flower Essence Repertoire, UK. Orchid Digest and American
Orchid Society have also endorsed us. Eleven non-profit conservation organizations are participating:
www.orchidconservationcoalition.org/conservationorgs.html.
The Orchid Conservation Coalition is not an organization in the sense that it has a board or handles money. You
can't donate to the OCC. It does not make decisions as to where donations go, or what in situ orchid conservation
projects get funded. It is a coalition of people and organizations worldwide brought together around the concern
for in situ orchid conservation. The OCC and 1% FOC does not take donations. The OCC does not make decisions
where the donations go; the agreement is in good faith. It is a coalition around a concept.
To further orchid conservation awareness we have conservation articles that can freely be used in society
newsletters: http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org/articles.html
Individuals are welcome to add conservation articles for other societies to be able to use. We also have habitat loss
web pages that tell stories with pictures of struggles to save orchid habitats around the world. This is an ongoing
project: http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org/hl/index.html
If any members of your orchid society have any questions feel free to ask.

Sincerely,
Mark Sullivan
Administrator
1% for Orchid Conservation
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org
AOS Conservation Committee Member

2012 Show Schedule
Sep 21-23

Alabama Orchid Society
Birmingham, AL

Orchid Logo & Polo Shirt
This month the membership will have an option
to consider individually purchasing polo shirts
(cost dependent on quality of shirt) with the
MOS logo or other orchid type design.
A selection of various orchid design styles can be
seen at:
http://www.embroideryisland.com/Browse_af.a
spx?Catalog=Emblibrary&Category=Orchids
A catalogue of polo shirt options/costs will be
available at the meeting. Individuals may order
different orchid art designs (from the website) to
be embroidered on the shirt chosen with the
added words "Memphis Orchid Society." (i.e.
"Pick your shirt quality, then pick your
embroidery pattern.")
We understand that these custom shirts start at
about $18, plus some small amount for shipping.
If you are interested, please review the site
above and be prepared to discuss at this
meeting.
We are investigating the feasability of using the
attached photo for a logo, but do not have the
cost for creating the pattern as of this time.

Debra Talks Money
Would you like a Memphis Orchid Society Name Tag?
The cost is $7.00 for a pin tag and $9.00 for a magnet
tag.
Have your plants started new growth? Do you need any
MSU fertilizer? I still have plenty available for $3.00 per
bag.
If you need a large quantity please call me to pre order at
901-396-6861 (home) or 901-224-4795 (work).

Thank You! Debra Baker

The Detling Report
There were three visitors and 31 members at our April
meeting. Visitors included Barbara McDonald, Valerie
Ballard, and Eric Hunt (from Little Rock, AR). We hope
you all enjoyed the meeting and will come again.
We welcome the following new members who joined
during the May show: John and Brenda Wilcher, Sunny
Finch, Althena and Marc Keller, Rick Rossow. In the
photos taken at the Information Desk, Bill visits with John
and Brenda as they select two new member gift orchids.
Athena and Marc talk with Adrian about the ‘Orchids on
the Windowsill’ class. We look forward to seeing all of
you at the June meeting.

Bill and Nancy

Thanks!
Charles & Susan Wilson

Photos by Bill & Nancy Detling
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A O S A ff ilia t ed So c iet ies
This month I thought I would give a sampling of some of the information
one can obtain from the AOS website. More in depth information is
available to AOS members by logging into the webpage with your own
name and password. Below, however, is an excerpt from the monthly
checklist section – probably one of the more widely visited areas of the
website.
Cattleya - Cattleyas this month require careful attention to their
watering and fertilizing needs owing to characteristically high
temperatures. Evaporative cooling is a must in areas of the country
where it is effective. Where it is not (the more humid regions), care
needs to be paid to proper venting to keep temperatures within reason.
Bottom vents in conjunction with top vents provide enough rising
airflow to help keep plants cool. Increased air flow lessens humidity and
dries plants out more quickly, necessitating more frequent damping
down and watering, in areas where high humidity is not a problem.
Higher light and heat indicate more fertilizer. The growths your plants
are making now are the source of this autumn, winter and spring's
blooms, so applying adequate fertilizer this month is the best way to
ensure future blooms. Higher temperatures and humidity may also lead
to fungal or bacterial rot problems, so it is important to closely observe
your plants for any early indication of problems. Pests are also at a high
point this month for the same reason.
Paphiopedilum - Cooling and air circulation are especially critical in these
two months to prevent stress and avoid disease problems. Watering
needs to be closely monitored to ensure that plants do not dry out.
Warmer-growing hybrids will be at the peak of their blooming, with
attention needing to be paid to staking of spikes. Look for water lodging
in growths, which can rot emerging spikes and lead to the loss of the
entire growth.
Cymbidium - Summer can be the most rewarding season for
cymbidiums. Growths should be coming strong now. The leaves of the
new growths are best when they are broad and fairly stiff. The color
should be a light green to nearly yellow. Early flowering varieties should
be showing flower spikes, so move the plants into a cooler area with
lower light. For mid-season varieties, lower the dosage of nitrogen to
assist in spike initiation.
-- Taken from the American Orchid Society Website – All About Orchids –
Monthly Checklist – July and August
There are also a number of videos and articles that are available to the
public and many more to the AOS Members.

Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee
mlfuller@comcast.net

An Update From the AOS Members’ and Trustees’ Meeting—Wichita,
Kansas
Announcing the election of new AOS Officers for the upcoming 20122014 period:
Sandra Tillisch-Svoboda, President
Tim Brooks, Vice President
Fred Missbach, Vice President
Karen McBride, Treasurer
Max Thompson, Assistant Treasurer
Jean Hollebone, Secretary
And the election of the following AOS Trustees for Three-Year Terms
Ending in 2015:
Jeanne Buchanan
Norman Fang
Mario Ferrusi
Ron Giles
John Ingram
Frank Smith
Biographical information about all the trustees and officers are located
on the AOS webpage (www.aos.org). In addition to the elections, the
various AOS committees and Trustees held their meetings. Throughout
the year, I will be writing about some changes and additions to
membership in the AOS that were discussed at these meetings.
During the Town Hall Meeting, the attendees were given an update on
the progress of the move to Fairchild Botanic Gardens. The staff is still
getting acclimated and are currently in very small temporary space. As
some construction is completed at Fairchild, AOS will be able to acquire
more office space. In the meantime, most functions are up and running
on schedule and most of the needs of the membership are being met.
AOS would like to thank all of you for your patience and understanding
during their move to the Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden. The new
phone and fax numbers have been installed and are: Phone: (305)
740.2010; Fax: (305) 740.2011. They are requesting that the Committee
Chair emails should continue to be the first line of contact. A listing of
those email addresses are on the website as well.

Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee
mlfuller@comcast.net
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The members of the Memphis Orchid Society once again splendidly hosted their
29th Annual Show and Sale 18-20 May, 2012. Fourteen members of the
Memphis Orchid Society (Debra Baker, Bayer, Brem, Chappell, Detling, Garner,
Giles, Harwell/Sparks, Kumok, Memphis Botanic Garden, Mills, Tipton, Valentine,
Wilson) participated by providing 120 orchids (a new record) which were
collectively arranged in a 120 sq. ft. exhibit by Charles and Susan Wilson with
construction assistance from Fenwick Chappell, Paul Garner, and Jack Tipton.
The show competition included about 296 orchid entries among 13 exhibitors.
Memphis members collectively won 55 ribbons (25 Blue, 17 Red, 13 Yellow) with
every Memphis member receiving at least one ribbon. That is about 45% of
Memphis’ entries receiving ribbons and continues to show how wonderful our
members can grow.

Photos by Charles & Susan Wilson

Forrest Brem’s Eulophia guineensis.
Randy Bayer’s Phalaenopsis Baldan’s Kaleidoscope

Trophies were awarded to Randy Bayer for Best Phalaenopsis,
Forest Brem for Best Cymbidium (Eulophia), Jack & Beverly
Tipton for Best Cattleya, and Charles & Susan Wilson for Best
Paphiopedilum, Vanda, and Miscellaneous (Chysis).

Jack & Beverly Tipton’s Eplc. Mae Bly ’Emy’.

Charles & Susan Wilson’s Paph
Edna Ratcliff ‘Chasus’ CCM/AOS

Charles and Susan Wilson’s Robiquettia mooreana and Chysis aurea.

There were 35 orchids pulled for special American Orchid Society
judging, with 9 of them coming from Memphis growers (Brem,
Memphis Botanic Garden, Wilson). Fourteen orchids received AOS
awards (which is also reported to be a record number), with 4 orchid
awards to 2 Memphis growers and
Kamaran Kiani received an Artistic
Certificate for his wooden sculpture of
Cypripedium acaule (three in a row oughta’
be a record). Forrest Brem received an
Award of Merit on Epicattleya Hanna
Roberts ‘Gumper’s Gold’ AM/AOS, and
Charles and Susan Wilson received a
Certificate of Botanical Recognition for
Bulbophyllum potamophilum ‘Chasus’
CBR/AOS, an Award of Merit on
Phalaenopsis cornucervi var rubescens
“Chasus’ AM/AOS and a Certificate of
Cultural merit on Paphiopedilum Edna
Kamran Kiani’s artistic
Ratcliff ‘Chasus’ CCM/AOS.
achievement.

Charles & Susan Wilson’s Bulb potamophilum ‘Chasus’ CBR/AOS & Phal cornucervi
var rubescens ‘Chasus’ AM/AOS

The Memphis exhibit received a blue ribbon in its class, trophy for
Best Society Exhibit, American Orchid Society Show Trophy, Orchid
Digest Trophy and the Dr. Fenwick Chappell Trophy for Best Society
Exhibit. Congratulations and special thanks to all our members who
participated!
In closing, we would like to sincerely thank all the wonderful
members of the Memphis Orchid Society who once again have given
of themselves to insure our show is successful. We received many
compliments on how helpful our members were in loading and
unloading. Your ever helpful and happy spirit keeps the energy
going! We certainly believe a good show is a reflection of a good
membership – and the Memphis Orchid Society membership reflects
about the best!

Thanks! Charles and Susan

M istin g S y st em s
Pau l & M el issa G a r n er
This is some info I thought some might find of interest. Several years ago we bought a highly recommended misting
system that is popular among the members on the orchid board at www.orchidboard.com. The system consists of a
reservoir for holding water, an electric pump, multiple misting nozzles, tubing, and electric timer to turn on the pump at
different times of the day. The reservoir has to be filled daily taking about 10 minutes to fill if empty, ours is about 25
gallons and occasionally ran out of water when I forgot to fill it in the morning. I mention this because it was a pain to get
the system re-primed if it ran out of water.
Next the system was promoted as being a "no drip" misting nozzle design while it was spraying. It dripped while misting.
And the nozzles had an easy to install push in tubing. This was easy to install the hose. It was also easy for the hose to
slip out and allowed the water in the reservoir to empty quite quickly not having the controlled pressure when everything
was connected properly. And again reconnecting the slipped out hose was easy but re-priming the system was somewhat
of a pain. Now in all fairness the system worked pretty well when it worked. But it was a specialized system and
somewhat unique when we purchased it three years ago this summer. And the cost for it was $400. The investment
seemed to be reasonable at the time considering the investment in the orchids we own.
So after futzing with the thing for two years we finally gave up trying to keep it in proper working order. We bought an
oscillating fan with a misting nozzle system on the front on the fan and it seemed to work great. And it was only $150. It
worked just the one summer and it broke shortly after the 90 day warranty period ran out. The maker was not willing to
replace it, but I took it apart and they did send me the part that broke and I repaired it. It worked for about another
month and the motor burnt up. We threw it in the trash but kept the four nozzle attachment.
On a landscaping job last summer I used a battery operated water timing system made by Orbit. It has 4 outlets/zones
for the mechanical valves that turn the water on and off. It comes with two valves and you can add two more. Each zone
can be programmed to come on and off up to three times a day. Only one zone operates at a time. You set how long
each interval lasts, what time of the day for each interval comes on, and you select which days. You set the day of the
week and time of day when initially setting up the programming. Then set the intervals for each zone, days it is to run
and how long each interval runs. Five years ago a controller like this would cost $500 or more and would have to be
electrically hard wired to operate.
The Orbit controller is $50 and comes with two valves. Each additional valve is $15. So just $80 for a four zone battery
operated controller. So in looking for another option to help keep the humidity up and help with the heat this summer
we ended up finding a new misting system now offered by Orbit called ArizonaMist. They have a great deal for these at
Home Depot that has an extension kit included for $25 total which is about 1/2 the normal price. That gives you 10
misting nozzles and 22 feet of hose length. A single zone controller is $30 and the ArizonaMist system at $25 puts the
cost for a simple system at $60 with tax. It simply needs to be hooked to a hose with the faucet turned on until you turn
it off at the end of the summer.
With the four zone controller you could use just 2 zones and 2 misting systems for a total cost of $100 plus tax. Or add
two more valves for $30 plus tax and use those two zones for watering the lawn or garden. At any one of these levels
you are getting outstanding value. A vaporizer now sold at Walgreen's and competing stores sell for $25 to $30 and have
to be refilled several times a day. It is either on or off and can be set to low or high misting. On high the tank will last
about 6 hours and conditions about 1/10 the area an Orbit system. So you can see the extreme value the Orbit system
offers. And two alkaline batteries will last the whole summer in the Orbit controllers.
Best regards,
Paul and Melissa Garner

