HORROR — 1f YoU DARE!

An historical study of the genre and
its sub-genres

SASWG Writing Workshop — February 2019
Curated by Patty Sandoval Sralla



»Horror is a genre of fiction that exploits the Primal
Fears of viewers with things ranging from the Uncanny
Valley, Body Horror, and Dramatic Irony AKA
Suspense to cause the viewer anxiety, fear, and
ultimately thrills. [t uses various Horror Tropesto cause
these effects; however, partly due to the rise in
complexity of Special Effects, overuse, and viewer

desensitization, several of these are now cliché. /

HORROR GENRE
DEFINED



https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/PrimalFear
https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/UncannyValley
https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/BodyHorror
https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/DramaticIrony
https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/HorrorTropes
https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/SpecialEffects
https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/FanDisillusionment
https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/DiscreditedTrope
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsjpR18SDkc

HORROR GENRES & SUB-GENRES

(by www.horroronscreen.com)

Psychological I ‘

Killer

Monster

Gore &
Disturbing

Slasher

Fnday the 13th
Halloween

Splatter

| Spt on Your Grave
Battie Royale

Cannibal

Cannibal Holocaust
Cannibal Ferox

Extreme

A Serbian Fim
Nekromantik

Crime & Giallo

The Girl Who Knew Too Much
Deep Red

Bumpkin & Redneck

The Texas Chainsaw Massacre
Hills Have Eyes

’ Zorhbiesl

Paranormal

|

Undead

Night of Living Dead
Zombi 2

Virus

28 Days Later
Resdent Evil

Vampire
Dracula
Fght Night

Werewolf
The Wolfman

An Amencan Werewol in London

Neo-Monsters

Pumpkinhead
Feast

Madness &
Paranoia

Psycho

Classic

& Mythological
Frankenstesn
Leprechaun

Ghost & Spirits

Poltergest
The Grudge

Haunted House

The Haunting
The Amityvilie Horror

Possession

The Exorcist
The Rite

Devil & Demon & Hell

The Evil Dead
The Beyond

Fratly

Animals & Nature

Jaws
The Birds

Home Invasion
& Survival

Giant Monsters

Godzilla
Ciloverheld

Suspina

Witches & Occult

Black Sunday

The Strangers

You're Next Small Creatures

Gremins
Crters

Alen

Sci-fi & Aliens
The Thing

Supernatural Power

Carne
Scanners




TOP 10 HORROR
ey TROPES
roiuily

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?2V=RIIGWJ6F5K

1. The Jump Scare — mirrors, cats, dark basements; A
WEREWOLF IN LONDON, THE CONJURING, THE BLAIR WITCH

2. The Final Girl — usually “*good girl” who survives; SCREAM,
HALLOWEEN, THE FINAL GIRLS; controversial

3. House with a History — Haunted house, murder house; T
SHINING, THE HAUNTING, THE UNINVITED

4. Man is scariest monster of all — Psychotic regular pe
home invasions — YOU'RE NEXT, PSYCHO, SILENCE
LAMB

5. "Orisite” ending — just when you think it's ovef;, the killer
comes back to life — FRIDAY THE 13TH, SCREAM, FATAL
ATTRACTION




6. Abandoned Place — woods, asylums, towns, CABIN IN THE WOODS, TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE,
THE QUIET PLACE

7. No Coverage — no cell coverage; phones dead; THE HOUSE AT THE END OF THE STREET, DEAD END,
SILENT NIGHT

8. Vengeful Spirit - ghosts and supernatural beings; THE RING; THE OTHERS, HOUSE ON HAUNTED HILL
9. Death by Sex — teenagers dying during or after sex; SCREAM, FRIDAY THE 13, TEETH, SLASHERS

10. E\I/Q%TITrlllgs Unheeded — someone warns of trouble but characters don’t listen; GET OUT, DON'T

OTHER TROPES

The dramatic irony scene - e.g. Linda Hamiltfon's roomie in THE TERMINATOR with her Walkman on,
oblivious (Terminator is a horror movie no question, but it's called an Action because well Terminator
has a gun and there are exposions).

thleNkl]l\elg is frapped in a safe haven with the monster trying to get in - e.g. bathroom scene in TH

The hero runs from the monster trying to get into a safe haven —- HALLOWEEN, Jamie Lee Cur
to get into a neighbor's house to safety. You can milk these for all their worth and it should work

TOP 10 TROPES CONTINUED

ing



TOP RATED IMDB
HORROR FILMS

ALIENS (1986) — sci-fi, creature horror; Tropes - final girl,
jump scares, abandoned place, no coverage, “oris ite”
ending and man is the worst monster

THE THING (1982) — sci-fi, creature horror; Tropes —
abandoned place, no coverage, “oris it” ending, jump
scares, man is the worst monster, clumsy protagonist

A QUIET PLACE (2017) — post-apocalypftic creature horror;
Tropes — abandoned place, jump scares ...




MODERN POST-HORROR

MODERN HORROR SUB-GENRE, called POST
HORROR, is no slashers, no jump scares, no
stalkers, no people running into backwoods
killers, no "final girl,” etc.. Using themes rather
than cliche tropes to create horror.

Post-horror is "Hey, let's try to be original and not
regurge the same old bullshit that has (in my
opinion) cluttered the genre for the last 40
years'e

POST HORROR is where film-makers are starfing
to question what happens when you stray
beyond those cast-iron conventions and wander
off intfo the darkness. You might find something
even scarier. You might find something that’s

not scary at all.
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IT COMES AT NIGHT
THE WITCH

GET OUT

BIRDBOX

PERSONAL SHOPPER
A GHOST STORY
HEREDITARY

IT FOLLOWS

A GIRL WALKS HOME ALO
THE BABADUK

SPLIT



the mo
often as a prologue - or
infroduced.)

2 - Putting the Players in Action

(You infroduce the important characters and the primary
internal conflict)

3 - Setting them on the Path

(The characters make a choice that inadvertently isolates them
or places them on a collision course with the monster)

(The characters are given an opportunity to turn back, but
choose not to; could occur before or after The First Contact With
The Monster.)

5 - The First Contact with the Monster
4 - The Warning

(The characters have their initial contact with the monster, but
are unaware of the true threat it poses.)

Act Two (The Turn):

6 - Shit Gets Real

(May be the first death or when seriously spooky activity begins;
regardless, this is when the danger becomes evident and
unavoidable)

monster. This may be deliver
or may come through soul searching and obse

11 - Seeking Out the Beast
(For the first fime, the hero approaches the monster, rather than
fleeingit. They intend to enact their solution)

12 - The True Cost is Revealed
(In the process of confronting the monster, the hero realizes that to
overcome it, the internal conflict must be encountered and

defeated. That is the hidden cost; the hero will be irrevocably
changed)

13 - Sacrifices Are Made (or not)
(Faced with the ultimate choice, the hero either succeed
defeating their internal conflict and winning against th
or fails and ultimately succumbs to their weakness)

14 - The Inevitable Fall Out
(Show the consequences of whichever choice isfnade)

15 - Evil Cannot Be Conquered, Only Delaye
(If the hero failed #13, show the monster refishing its victory in a
changed world. If the hero succeeded,show a hint that the
monster may yet return. )
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http://popcornhorror.com/genres/
https://tviropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.ohp/Main/Horror
hitps://www.raindance.org/é-common-horror-fiim-tropes/
https://horrorfreaknews.com/top-5-horror-tropes-time/21145
https://roadshow.com.au/articles/2017/10/biggest-horror-movies-cliches
https://www.imdb.com/list/Is041837161/2sort=user_rating,desc&st dt=&mode=de

tail&page=]
http://tlbodine.tumblr.com/post/16276174223%9/a-horror-beat-sheet

https://www.thequardian.com/film/2017/jul/0é/post-horror-films-scary-movies-
aghost-story-it-comes-at-night
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https://www.imdb.com/list/ls029345492/

