THE DAMASCUS VETERAN

A Newsletter for Members & Friends of Damascus American Legion Post 171, Unit & Squadron
JULY T AUGUST 2012

THE COMMANDEROGS MESSAGE
Commander Sam Baughman

Fellow Comrades:

May started out slow, but near the end of the month, thir Eé;
began to happen. The morning of th& 2dhe Flag Detail, e ——
headed by Flag Committee Chairman, Dean Elliott, and Ko L

Postmembers; Scotty, Brownie, Hank Hartley, Bill Greer ¢ & .
and myself placed the flags dre light poles in town. At
1:30, we met at Windsor Knolls Middle School for their
Memorial Day Program. Post Adjutant Will Trotter
delivered a detailed history of the famous WWI battle,
Belleau Wood, which took place in France, from June 1§
June 261918..

Saturday the 26 American flags were place on the graves of 626 veterans in 20 cemeteries in the greate!
Damascus area. Post, SAL and Unit members met at the Post at 9:00 and received their flags and instruc
Special thanks to John and 8grSeipp for managing this monumental task.

The Memorial Day Program on Sunday, th& 2tarted at 10:00 with Post members Hank Hartley, Bill
Green and myself, loading the metal chairs onto pickup trugkg.Scouts from Troop 1397 arrived to help
unload and set up the chairs, plus they brought several canopies to provide Bhegéhen participated in
the programand handed out cold waterthe band and the approximately 2250 people in attendanoé

the program.The keynote speaker BG Wilma\ght (Ret.), was introduced Eynily Trotter ourPost

Adj ut ant 0Ee BravoirngsvilleeCornet Band plag a short prelude @hatriotic songsthen
continued throughouhe programthat begarat 2:00. Rockville Post 86 sent their Honor Guard, émely did
their usualoutstanding job.Light refreshments were served inside the Réist theprogramby the Ladies
Auxiliary, Unit 171. Thanks to all involvefibr making this Memorial Daprogram a success.

Veterans Appreciation Day at Damascus Isaaitdv League was held on Saturday, JUH&&@m 9:00 am to
3:30 PM. Veterans had the opportunity to shoot firearms from WWII through ViearaiAfghanistan on
the rifle and pistol ranges.

Election of Officers was the main topic at the Post monthliytimgenJuly 11™. Willie Ruffin has stepped
up to be i'Vice, and new member Ching Yu hascepted th@&nd Viceposition Scotty and Buzz have
replaced Bob Bellison and Jack Talamo on the Executive Commiktee. ot her Post of f i «

| would like to thank the Post Officeamd memberghe Unit, and the SAL for their support this past year.
Their efforts havebeen the reason for our sucgeswl know | can count on themfor continued support so
the Post can havanother successfukgr
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June 1% was a very sad day for the Po§tur friend and comrade, Marvin Myers, transferred to Post
Everlasting.He will be sorely missedMine andthe Posta mi | yds t houghts and p
Dee Dee and daughters Casey and Christy.

June 2%, the Baseball Boosters hosted a cookout for the players, coaches and thieis &mimascus
Regional Park.Baseballcommitteechairman Bob Bellison and his helpers provided burgers and hat dogs
and all the trimmingslt was a great tim&é meet both the players and their pareiiisanks Bob.

The Installation Dinner was held on Saturday, June 30th. Open bar at 5:00, Dinner at 6:00, pratr#me
starting at 7:00.Gail Murdock, past Department Commander, installed the Post Offidegsod time was
had by all.

If you receive the Newsletter electronically, you probably have noticed the new format the new Editor, Lot
Popowsky, email addregsopowsk@yahoo.comhas createdMany thanks to tb outgoing Editor, Ernie
Screen, who did an exemplary job in that capacity.

July T starts the Legion Membership yeso please r@ew your membership so we can continue to support
the many programs in the community.

God Bless our Troops and God Bless America
Sam Baughman, Commander

IN MEMORIAM
Marvin J. Myers, Junior

We at Damascus American Legion Post 171 lost a great comrade and dear friend off' Jun
when Comrade Marvin Myers transferred t
served the Damascus Post superbly in numerous positions of responsibiliigjingdPost
Commander in Legion year 192900.He was a veteran of both the Navy and the Army,
serving during the Korean War era. He had a lengthy tenure of distinguished service with
American Telephone and Telegraph Company in the C&P, Bell Atlamict \Aerizon
organizations, retiring in 198May Comrade Marv rest in peace.

American Legion Brick Memorial :

| want to thank the Post Family and Damascus Community for your continued support as our brick memol
grows. We now havel56 Veteran bricksrothe walk, and 6Tdividuals and Groupsepresented in the
Memorial SquareWe have space for an additional 18 Veterans on the walk and approximately 70 individu
and/or groupsn the SquareTo request a Memorial Brick, or for more information, gle@ontact Linda or
GeorgeRichon at 3012535466, or email tormorris4@verizon.net

KOREAN WAR ARMIS TICE DAY 2012

July 27, 2012 Arlington National Ceney 090071 10:30
To RSVP for the event, go tdtp://koreanwar.defense.gov/july27rsvp.html
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BASEBALL REPORT

By: Chairman Bob Bellison

The 2012 Post 171 Baseball Season is well underway. Currently, the Sr. Team is off to
impressive record with 5 wins & 3 losses. After graduations, Beach Week and injuries tc
of our key players, Drew Knapp & Nick Kennedy, the team is starting tthmgs

together. At the time of their injuries Drew & Nick were 2 of our leading hittesic

Magas RHP had an impressive outing against Post 295 witth#teogoing into the 7

inning and enihg up with a 1 hit 10 victory. Our team is outstanaly defensively with

good speed.The State Tournament this year will be hosted by Frederick Post 11 at
McCurdy Field. Coach Davis is aiming to have our team peeking abffiiyne and advance to the State
Tournament.

Our Jr. Team has been very catifive but is still looking for theirtwin. The team is very young and
getting better each game. By the end of the season they should be in contention foffasplaty

Both teams are in"4of July TournamentsThe Sr. Team will be at Fredeki Post 11 where they will face 3
outof -state teams. The Jr. Team will be in Cumberland for the Potomac Jr. Legion Mountain Classic whe
they will face some of the top Jr. Teams in the MD/WVA area.

Baseball Committee:Chrm. Bob Bellison, Cmdr.Sam Baugan, PC Bob Ray, PC Bill Rice, PC George
Bolling, PC Frank Carpenter;"¥ Ron Scott, 2ndV Buzz Burroughs, SAA Bill Green, Jim Heisser, Brownie
Chichester, Bill Hauptman

*Mark your calendaHURS. JULY 8" BASEBALL BINGO Sales begin 6:00 pm Games Begifi0 PM-
All proceeds will go to support Post 171 Baseball

BASEBALL BOOSTER CLUB 2012

GRANDSLAM ($100 Donatigrt=> $100)

*June Gebickeg*Buzz & Eileen Burroug)s, * Bob & Ruby Bellison*Ray Mullican, *Ernie Clifford,

*Mickey Day, *Shawn & Paula @l,*J.D. Morris, *Patti Cross, *Ed Rodriquez, John Walter, George &

Mary Bolling, Jim & Judy Moore, Ron & Peg Scott, Bob & Cindy Ray, Madalean Darby, Mark & Betty
Jeffers, Woody Rupp, Ken Diggs, Bob Moxley, Brownie & Ginny Chichester, Marvin & Dee Diyeat] &
Betty Nicholson, Bill Hauptman, Willie Ruffin, George & Linda Richon, Richard Bowers, Sandy Seipp, Joh
Seipp, Orville Martin, Bob & Louise Mullinix, Roscoe & Reva Pearce, Delores Neal, Rosalyn Bowman, Pa
Rice, Harold Meiklejohn, Daniel & Wendypramson, Andy & Judy Knapp, Marilyn Kinsey, Bill Plunkett

DOUBLEHITTER ($50. Donation)

Danny & Debby Moxley, Lynn & Steve Norwood, Fran Burlas, Pat & Paula Moxley, Jack Talamo, Harry &
June Pearce, Ray & Martha Luhn, Lenny Senseney, Anna Mae SenB#in8yeen, Mary Robinson, Lloyd
Young, Grace Burch, Ernie Scregdam Baughman, George Johnson, Anita Nearhoof

HONORARY MEMBERBILL RICET

IN MEMORY of Gene Hoyle, Ken Diggs, Marvin Myers
| & ot too late to join: Contact Bob @ 3@532728 bobnrube@comcast.net
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2012 Membership Year
We Made ItT 100% for 2012!

It came down to the wire but we made our 261 mber shi p goal of 404, sur
and reaching our Department Goal for the first time in several years! Thanks to everyone who recruited ne
members that made up for the | oss of 1déstoRoshber s
Everlasting. Our 2013 goal wild@l now be 407, | et

The 2013 membership year runs July 1, 2032ne 30, 2013 and renewal notices will be arriving soon in
your mailbox. PLEASE send in your renewamediately with a check for $25 to the Posboiline at
www.legion.org/renew Here you canprint out a temporary membership card. | will send your Post card
when notified by Department of your emal or renewat theMD websitehttp://www.mdlegion.org

DO NOT send payment for multiple yearstrongly recommend that anyone who wants to not worry about
paying future dues consida PaidUp-For-Life (PUFL) membership. Cost is based on your age and can be
paid over time for no additional cost. Contact me and | will send you an application form with dues info.

Have a great summer!
Keith Midberry, Membership Chairmdrkmidberry@yahoo.cojror (301) 9167929

Deployed to Afghanistan
MAJ Chris Midberry (son of Keith Midberry) SFC Douglas Queen (Nephew of Doug Noble)

HHC 2-505 PIR A/1-508" PIR
FOB Arian FOB Bullard
APO AE 09323 APO AE 09383

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT
Dear Fellow Comrades,

In just five weeks we have had two of our Comrades pass on to Post Everlasingotice of their death
was a shock to all of us and | ask that you keep the families of Ken Diggs and Marvin Myers in your thoug
and payers as they face this great loss.

In the futureplease notify me if you know of someone who is ill, in the hospital, rehab center, nursing homge
or who may need a helping hand getting to and from doctor appointments. My home telephone number is
(301)9721978 and cell number is (240) 28214. Notifications may also be sent to Post Commander Sam
Baughmanracecarman0711@comcast)nat editor Lou Popowskypppowsk@yahoo.com

Past Commandemnd past SMD Commander Bill Riclkas moved to Courtland Gardens off Liberty Road in
Pi kesville. Pat and the family visited him on F
he has been through. Please keep Bill and the family intigoughts and prayerddis phone number is:
4434265173. His new address is: William "Bill" E. Rice

Courtland Gardens

Nursing & Rehabilitation CentérRoom 112A

7920 Scotts Level Road

Baltimore, MD 21208

Yours in service,

Bob Ray
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Thank You for Memorial Day Flag Placement

| would like to thank all the ComradesdaUnit members who assisted in the placement of flags for
Memorial Day to remember the service of our Veterans. | would also like t@aspetial thanks to
CommandefSam for assisting in gathering our volunteers.

Sincerely,
John Seipp

Scholarship Committee
by: JB Weeks

| am pleased to announce that the winners of this year's American Legion Post 171 Scholarships are Willi
McMinn from Damascus High School, Shelby O'Neill from ClatkgioHigh School, and Drew Shaffer from
Glenelg High SchoolWe receivedver twenty applications record number for the Posthis year, the

high school seniors were judged on scholastic achievement, leadership, character, work experience, and
school @ad community activitiesWilliam, Shelby, and Drew stood above the rest and each are very
deserving of the $1500 award.

American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 171
A Newsletter for Members & Friends of Damascus Unit 171
JULY 7 AUGUST 2012

FromtheVicePr esi dent 6 s Pen:

t doesndét seem possible that we are in the mont
programs. There are many areas in whiahed us can serve to keep this a strong and beneficial
organization. How would you like to serv@®ingo, Americanism, Children and Youth, Community
Service, Education, Girl ds Stat e, Bas ket veBthen g o,
year. The first meeting for the new year will be Monday, September 10, 2012. 7:40 p.m., at the Post hom

| e speci alTlHyA NvKa nYttO Bliddnit meanyers ivho worked in the Snack Bar for Bingo last
year. You all did a wonderful job anidnow the Legionnaires and Bingo attendees appreciated your many
homemade desserts and homemade sdinesfirst Bingo will be Thursday, Septembdt#nd we will need
help in the Snack Bar. Please let me know your availability to work the Snack Eandor.

The Unit is still in need of a President; would you consider taking the office? My telephone number is (30
9721978 and my#nail iscynthia.ray@montgomerycollege.edu

-5


mailto:cynthia.ray@montgomerycollege.edu

A

| wishforyoutohae a wonder ful summer and |06l see you
God Bless America, God bless our troops and their families, and God bless you.

Yours in service,

Cindy Ray

UNIT 171 MEMBERSHIP REPORT

| am happy to announce that Unit 171 did make Goal for 20¥F2are starting a new year in membership and
| want to let you know that 2013 dues are now $20.00. The rate was increased in May afteigrageitice
from National which came after tiMay newsletter deadlineChecks should be made payable to Damascus
American Legion Auxiliary 171 in the amount of $20.00 and mailed to me at 19321 Gardner Place,
Germantown, Marylan@08761709.

Please keepebbie Duvall in your prayers as she recovers fsongery two weeks ago. Debbie is
hospitalized at Holy Cross Hospital at the present time. | spoke with John Wayne yesterday and he stated
had removed the ventilator but she was stilGhl.

Pat Rice is slowly getting back after her automobile accident in March. She has been out to play Bingo a
times recently. Please keep Pat and her family in our prayers.

Yours in service,
Cindy Ray

Membership Chairman

2012 WINNERS OF THE AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST HONORED

Damascus American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 171, h
Contest at a reception in their honor on Monday, June 14, 2012.

The Unit paid tribute to the winners atigbir families at a reception at the American Legion Post 171 on
Lewis Drive in DamascusThe students read their essays during the Unit ngeatid were awarded their
prizes Awards included gift cards, award certificates and a Post Challenge £oateption with cake and
punch followed the meeting.

The contest is open to local students in grades 3 through 8 and is judged in 3 Gawgs| (grades 3 & 4),
Group Il (grades 5 & 6), and Group Il (grades 7 & &rainvited to write an essayohte t opi c, A
Show My Patri ot i s mkssays ofithg Fir6t ®lacenwimners ity éach Group were forwarded
to the Southern Maryland District of the American Legion Auxiliary, for judging in the next level of the
contest Walker Krizman, & grade student at Woodfield Elementary School placed second at the District

level in Group II.

The essays were judged by Sarah Cooper, teacher from Montgomery County Public Schools, Ellie Gome:
Animal Rights Activist and stay at home mom and Krislgedsenior Program Officer at World Bank
Community Connection Fund in Washington, D.C.

Unit 171 sends invitations to the following area schools each fall: Damascus Elementary, Clearspring
Elementary, Lois P. Rockwell Elementary, Woodfield ElementargrkSburg Elementary, Cedar Grove
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Elementary, Roberto Clemente Middle, John Baker Middle School and Rocky Hill Middle School. This yee
Baker Middle, Roberto Clemente Middle, Clearspring Elementary, Rocky Hill Middle and Woodfield
Elementary Schogarticipated The Unit received 48 essays in Group I, 63 essays in Group lll, and 2 essa
in Group Ill.

T

e X

From left to right: Jacob Fruth, Caitlin Hale, Nicole Townsend, Julie Yagodich, Matthew Ventola, Natalie
Diaz, Kenechukwu Okafor, Walker Krizman, Ther&salar. Not Present: Alejandra Hoy and Mark Kline.

Sons of the American Legion Squadron, 171

A Newsletter for Members & Friends of Damascus Squadron 171

MAY 1 JUNE 2012

POST COMMANDER'S MESSAGE :

| want to thank SAL members John Duval for accepting the position of SAL President, Tony Koontz for accepting th
position of Finance Officer, arldrew Shaffeffor accepting the Sgt at Arms positioh. 8 m s u rne yotng mene f
will continue the traditions of excellence in performance at their new positiahw/ill keepthe SAL a viable

organization for the benefit of th®ost and theommunity.

Sam Baughman




PICTURES OF MEMORIAL DAY 2012
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