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NJPTOA -  P.0. Box 664, Voorhees, NJ 08043 - 856-220-1433 – njptoa@hotmail.com.   Website – njptoa.org
REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING: December 7, 2016, beginning 10:00 A.M., at AAA Mid-Atlantic, Hamilton, NJ.  SPEAKER: Award Meeting – No Speaker but a hot Breakfast.   
	PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Our next meeting date, December 7, 2016, marks the 75th anniversary since Japan surprisingly bombed Pearl Harbor and setting off the second world war.  We lost numerous American lives during the war, with many still buried on foreign soil.  I would like to pay tribute and gratitude to all that served and died while serving our Country during World War 2 - they gave us the freedoms we enjoy today.  As we close another year let us reflect back and do the things we planned to do in traffic safety that never got done.  Rather than make it a priority for next year why not begin doing it today?  On behalf of the Board of Directors I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and the Best of the New Year.  Stay Safe, Tim      
AIR BAG HELMETS:  A recent poll shows bike helmets with air bag technology instead of hard foam afford five times more protection against brain injuries.  Air bag helmets, which inflate by detecting imminent danger collisions, are currently available in Europe but they cannot be sold in the USA due to federal regulations over concerns that the helmets sometimes fail to deploy properly. The helmets are going to have failure modes different than conventional bike helmets but there could be ways in which they are much safer. 
HIGH VISABILITY ENFORCEMENT:  High Visibility Enforcement (HVE) is a universal traffic safety approach designed to create deterrence and change unlawful traffic behaviors. HVE combines highly visible and proactive law enforcement targeting a specific traffic safety issue. Law enforcement efforts are combined with visibility elements and a publicity strategy to educate the public and promote voluntary compliance with the law.  DEADLIEST TIME OF THE YEAR:  We are experiencing one of the most deadly times of the year.  One of the hardest duties a police officer encounters is to notify a family that a loved one has been killed in a traffic mishap, particularly during the period between Thanksgiving and Christmas. One way to lessen the burden is to strictly enforce traffic laws.  It is difficult to issue a summons at this time of the year but by doing so you may be saving a life of misery for a family – especially before Christmas a time when family’s should get together.                                                                                        DEFENSIVE DRIVING ONLINE: The 6-hour defensive driving course is approved by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC). Completing it will remove 2 points from your driving record and offer up to a 10% car insurance discount for 3 years. For point reduction you must have at least 2 points on your driving record. For insurance discounts and you must submit the certificate to your insurance company directly. Complete the defensive driving course at your own pace! You may take the course once every 5 years to remove points and once every 3 years for a car insurance discount. A minimum of 80% is necessary to pass the final exam - you will have unlimited attempts to pass the final exam at no additional charge.  The price of the course is $18.95 and it can be accessed simply by typing in NJ defensive driving on the Motor Vehicle Commission’s website.                                                                                            WHAT ARE WHITE BOXES ON TRAFFIC LIGHTS?  Ever notice those White Boxes on traffic lights?  The White Boxes actually serve a good purpose – they measure the volume of traffic and automatically adjust the signal timing accordingly.  They are generally in use in areas leaving the NJ Turnpike but they are in place in other parts of the State as well.                                                                                                                                        .                                                                                                                                                               AVERAGE SPEED IN UTAH UP SINCE RASING LIMIT TO 80 MPH: A study on the effects of speed limit increases in Utah adds to the evidence that raising speed limits result in higher travel speeds and more vehicles exceeding the new limit. It also undercuts the claim that raising limits reduces speed differences among vehicles on the same road.  A Utah law allowing for limits higher than 75 mph on rural interstate highways went into effect in May 2008. The first sections of roadway were changed to an 80 mph limit in January 2009, and more were added in November 2010 and October 2013.  The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety Senior Research Transportation Engineer Wen Hu collected speed data for passenger vehicles and large trucks on several stretches of Interstate 15 before and after the speed limit changed from 75 mph to 80 mph. She also looked at a "spillover" location about 1 mile down I-15 from an 80 mph speed zone.  Hu found that average passenger vehicle speeds within the 80 mph speed zones and at the spillover location were about 3 mph higher after the speed limit increase than would have been expected without it — 78 mph instead of 75 mph.
 As of November 17, 2016 there were 537 traffic fatalities in NJ compared to 462 during the same period in 2015.   AN INCREASE OF 75 DEATHS. 
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Deaths:Driver 291/263 Passenger 85/76; Pedalcyclist 17/10; Pedestrian 144/138. Crashes 509/454   
COMMUNITY SAFETY COALITIONS: Safe Communities is a local non-profit coalition that brings together public and private sector partners to save lives, prevent injuries and make our community a safer place.  They focus on projects and programs with a track record of positive impact and success. Core areas of work correspond to the community's top causes of injury and injury-related death, Traffic Safety, Pedestrian Safety, Child Safety, Drug Poisoning Prevention, Falls Prevention, and Suicide Prevention.  More than 350 organizations - including area businesses, law enforcement and fire/EMS services, neighborhoods, health care leaders, youth and senior-serving agencies - collaborate on programs to make a community safer place to live, work and play.       
NJ ROAD DEATHS IN 2014:  The number of pedestrians killed by cars in NJ went up in 2014, reversing 2013’s record low.  NJ State Police reported 563 people were killed in traffic crashes in 2014, 21 more than the year before.  Of the 563 people killed on NJ roads, 169 were pedestrians, up 28 percent from 2013. Roughly half of those victims were older than 50, while seven were under 16 years old, and 33 were between 17 and 29.  At the same time, fewer drivers, passengers and bicyclists were killed on the road. The majority of fatalities, 301, were drivers, 80 were passengers and 13 were bicyclists.  The number of fatal crashes also increased from 508 in 2013 to 530 in 2014.  The traffic death toll has wavered from year to year — dipping as low as 542 in 2013 and climbing to 627 in 2011.  The rate has been trending downward for two decades.  The decline, down from 1,160 in 1981, the high point of the past three decades, can be attributed to increased safety features and safety campaigns urging drivers to make good decisions.  Throughout the holidays State Police and Local Police have stepped up patrols across the state on New Year’s Eve to look for people driving impaired, aggressive or speeding.  Five people were killed over Thanksgiving weekend, between Nov. 26 and Dec. 1, including a pedestrian and bicyclist. There were nine fatalities over Christmas, the period from Dec. 24 to 29, including five pedestrians.  Later this year the agency will release a more detailed analysis of the accidents — for instance how many involved speeding, distracted driving or drinking.  A State Police report on the 504 crashes in 2013 in which 542 people were killed found driver inattention was a top factor in 164 deadly crashes, alcohol was a factor in 143, and speed was a factor in 82.

ACCESS TO EZ-PASS:  EZ-Pass does not furnish their information on motorists to the courts.  They only send transportation information to the subscriber – no one else.   
LANE DEPARTURE WARNING SYSTEM:  LDW systems provide a valuable safety benefit, and can help keep you and your passengers safe from crashes such as striking a car in an adjoining lane, which could either involve “sideswiping” a vehicle traveling in the same direction or hitting a vehicle traveling in the opposite direction, a rollover, which often occurs when a vehicle leaves the road.  A lane departure warning (LDW) system is an advanced safety technology that alerts drivers when they unintentionally drift out of their lanes without a turn signal. It’s important to note that LDW systems do not take full control of the vehicle or keep the driver from operating it.  LDW systems use a camera to monitor lane markings and detect when a vehicle is drifting out of its lane of traffic. When it detects a vehicle is veering out of its lane, an audio, visual, or other alert warns the driver of the unintentional lane shifts so the driver can steer the vehicle back into its lane.  

WORK TOWARD ZERO ROADWAY FATALS: Almost 1.3 million people die each year on roads around the world with 50 million injured. The United Nations Decade of Action for Road Safety aims at reducing the numbers between 2011 and 2020. A global action plan serves as a resource for countries and local agencies to develop customized plans for their own safety activities. 
NEXT MEETING:  DECEMBER 7, 2016 – AAA BUILDING IN HAMILTON, NJ.
                REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST WHILE ON DUTY 

NJ Police Traffic Officers Association
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2017 INVOICE

DATE

ITEM

AMOUNT

1/1/2017

Annual Membership Dues for Police Department

50.00

TOTAL:
$50.00
DATE:  1/1/2017    SIGNED:  Timothy Franco, President.

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Copies of purchase orders can be faxed to 856-783-0012 or scanned for an e-mail and sent to MWILSON@NJPTOA.ORG.

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njptoa.tparenti@gmail.com
(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call, text, or e-mail)


	 

	

	
	


