Of all the different titles and roles that Jesus calls us to, 


the hardest one for Protestants to embrace is that of priest.  



While there are all kinds of societal and historical reasons for this, 




that does not take away from the fact 




that we are called into the priesthood by Jesus





and by his Father as early as Exodus 19.  

So it is important for us to understand 


what the role of the priest was.  

It is only then 


that we will be able to appreciate what Jesus is calling us to.  

Because in our first hearing, 


we think of a collar wearing, 


celibate man.  

Even though in scripture, 


priests did not wear collars, 


nor were they celibate.

The description of what a priest should be from Exodus this morning, 


is easy to glaze past.  



Who cares what you wear? 




is our attitude today.  



Until it is for a special occasion, 




then suddenly, 





everything is sending a message.  



Your wedding ring 




goes on the ring finger on your left hand, 



because in the Roman era, 




it was believed the vein coming off that finger 





led straight to the heart.  



The location of medals in the military 




on the left side 




over the heart is on purpose.  



As I would assume are the rank on the shoulders.  




At least it was in the boy scouts.  

So it is with the description of the priestly dress.  


The Ephod 



with the 12 names on their shoulders, 




reminded the priest they served more than themselves, 




but the 12 tribes.  



Just as jewelry for Fathers and Mothers day 




often has the name of children on it.


The breast piece 



reminded one to make all decisions 




through consulting God's word 




and bearing the names of ones brothers on their heart.  


The turban covered the head 


and was sealed with the powerful words, 



“Holy to the Lord.”  




It was to remain there permanently on Aaron's head.  

These sets of clothing 


were to give the priests dignity and honor before God.  

They also have strong similarities to wedding garments, 


so that we might someday be ready for the great marriage supper of the lamb. 

The Priests were so dressed, 


so that they did not forget their role and their purpose.  


At least that was the intention.  

But as we are too well aware of today, 


they often disgraced the uniform.  

But the robes were given, 


so that they could stand before God 


and before the people, 



as mediators, 


in the foot steps of the great high priest.  

We see this in some of the choreography in our worship service.  


I usually preach from an elevated position, 



implying I am bringing God's word to the people.  


But I preside over the sacraments on the floor level, 



implying God coming down to us.  

That is the tension that priests get to dance between.  


Mediating between God and people.

This however, 


is not a plug for people to go to seminary 


and get ordained.  

Peter intends that people stay in their career path 


and still be a royal priesthood.  



Mediate between God and people at home, 



at work, 



at play.  

There are many priestly things we can all do 


that fulfill the high calling scripture calls us to engage in.  

When we make decisions, 


do we remember to include God's word as part of our counsel?  


Are we thinking only what is best for us, 



or for the wider community?  


Are we doing such things so that they may be “Holy to the Lord?”  

Taking the priestly role a step further.  


Are we ready to make sacrifices 



so that the sins of our fellow man are forgiven?  


Are we ready to pray on behalf of another 


and share God's response 



to another for a prayer request?  


Are we ready to mediate between God and man?  



Get into someone's life enough 




that you can remind them of God's love and forgiveness 





fresh on tap for over 2000 years.  

A priest's role was to make life more God like for all.  


Does that thought come into your thinking at all?  

Many of the ways this manifests itself, 


are not as glorious 


and requiring a beautiful robe, 



but if it helps, 




we have old choir robes available for use.  

When we hear of people in a disagreement, 


are we ready to step in 



and help them hear each other 


and remind them of their higher calling?  



If you are, 




be scene aware 




and have a friend ready to call 911 





in case they don't want your help resolving the issue.  

Do you know of people who have walked away from the church


 and from God? 



Calling them back into the fold 




is not just your pastor's job.  



We are all part of the priesthood remember.  


Reconciliation is for all of us to work on.  

Are their places where hope is lacking


 and the point of living seems unclear? 

 Again, 


this is where being a priest comes in really handy.  



We take what we know of God from scripture 




and put that into the discussion.  


With the Holy Spirit dwelling within you, 



you will be surprised how much 




a few good words will actually make in someone's outlook.  Depression sets in early October 

or mid-January 


over a broken relationship.  



Who better to come and remind someone about God's forgiveness 



and mercy,




 than one of Yahweh's priests, 





you and I. 

God's calling for us to be priests 


is so that God's way of life is present in our marriages, 


in our family, 


in our homes, 


at at our work.  

We are to be reminding each other of who we were were called  to be 


when we were created in God's image.  

We are to be interceding for each other, 


so that we reflect God's image more clearly and brighter.  

We are to point to the great high priest in Jesus, 


so that we all remember 



the sacrifice needed for each and every person in your circles 




has already been made.  


They just need help remembering that sacrifice was for them 



in that particular situation.

The role of a priest 


has been opened up by Jesus, 



so that we can all do it.  

Know that as God's emissary, 


you are taking more weight upon your shoulders, 


taking on more than just your own immediate needs, 

but you are doing so, 


in order that we might all come dressed and prepared 



for the great marriage supper of the lamb, 


because everyone is wearing the properly washed clean 



through the blood of Jesus robes.  


Everyone is operating with the seal upon their forehead, 



“Holy to the Lord.”  

For that is what we were meant to be 


when we were made in the image of God.  

We reflect that clearly 


when we take on our priestly role 


and call the people to be right with God 



and remind them what God has done, 



doing, 



and will do for them.

Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 
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