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When you grow up in a
highly secular house, like |
did, the only Jewish holidays
trotted out at all were Passo-
ver and Chanukah. | was six
or seven before | realized
that Jewish people had their
own special Sabbath not ob-
served on Sunday. We never
belonged to a synagogue, or
went to one, but every Sun-
day 1 6d see car
bors @ including the dirtiest
and roﬁg%%set of my kick  -the -
can and éagrand baseball
friends, scrubbed and
crammed into small versions
of adult clothes 9 driving off
to St. Bernadet
of their many sins.

I do remember a couple
of misery -inducing seders at
my
ter endless pages of droning
we got to the tasteless boiled
chicken and, I think, desic-
cated potatoes. | also re-
member something green,
which gratefull
chicken. No one explained
any of the story or its con-
text. (Apparently Jews used
to be slaves, which struck me
as odd, since none of the
Jews | knew were respectful
and well -behaved like the
slaves in old movies on tele-
vision.)

But Chanukah was differ-
ent. Each year my mother
pulled out our old metal me-
norah and wedd
dles. We didnot
because no one knew any. (I
knew nothing about yarmul -

dent o
Sam Vinicur

grandfathero

kas, either,
until at elev- s
en | started once -a-week
group Bar Mitzvah lessons
with Mr. Platt, known by gen-
erations for unrelenting hali-
tosis.) But we did get gifts
several days, which made
Chanukah memorable. | some-
times wonder now who decid-
| oed @ make Ehanwkah therlew-
ish Christmas. But gifts did
help make Jewish kids feel
less the outsider and more
like the rest of American kids,
so | suppose it was a pretty
sage thing to do.
t e 6 slews in medievaldurepe
used to put their menorahs
out for all to see. They
stopped when it became clear
s thhoauts ea. d vpefr-t i sing
ness wasndt such
But we, happily,
medieval Europe. For the past
few years wedve
wonderful tradition at KICC.
Eneiyone gtour annual Cha-
nukah dinner is asked to
bring a menorah. After the
prayers are said, lights are
lowered and the menorahs are
all set ablaze.
warmth and beauty to the
moment that affects everyone.
(I always think of those Jews
who once had to hide 4§ inter-
pret this as you will 8 their
light.)
The KJCC Chanukah dinner
| i agchcelebratiprethiscyaan -
stakgs plpce enyFiedaysDecem-
ber 11 ™. | hope all of you will
join us.

y
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Saturday Torah Learning with Rabbi Agler

Mark your calendars for 10 a.m. on Decem-
ber 12", when we will have the pleasure of a
Torah service led by Rabbi Richard Agler. Not
only will it be the seventh day of Chanukah, but
also the first day of the new month of Tevet, and
the first Torah servic
to Kenya.

While your calendar is in hand, you will also
wish to plan ahead for Saturday, January 23,
2016. Torah services begin at 10 a.m. and are
notable not only for beginning the minute sched-
uled, but for filling each of those minutes with
inspiration.

Back To Hebrew Class

We will again be offering adult Hebrew clas-
ses at the KJCC, beginning the second week of
December 2015, in the David Kamely classroom.

On Fridays from 11:3@.:00 we will have He-
brew III- advanced level Ulpan class. The first
class will be held on Fri, December 18th.

On Sundays from 12:30:30 p.m., beginning
December 20th we will have Hebrew Level Il
(Intermediate)} Hebrew from the Siddur:
Readings and Understanding Hebrew from the
Siddur. Hebrew Level (I) new students are also
welcome to join this class. For further infor-
mation, contact Yardena at 3€8D3-1768.
Looking forward to seeing all of our students
back in class resuming our studies

Yardena

Paint Like the Masters with Gloria

KJCC Adult Education presents a new
opportunity to have fun and share a new ex-
perience with yoummishpochayou willlearn
about abstract art, get a new take on negativ¢
space, and create your own "masterpiece."
Complete your version of a Mondrian painting
and take it home to frame or give awawan
impressive presentEnjoy coffe refre h—

B hiidyouhde Shardiith

groundbreaklng Dutch painter, Piet Mondnan
All materials and instruction will be provided.
No experience necessary. Bring a friend. Brir
your playful, enthusiastic self, and let creativif
wash away the stresses of winter holidays in
the darkest days of the yealRlease RSVP:
305619-0216.

e

This photo was taken at a class taught by
Gloria last month to 5th and 6th graders. .

Date: Sunday, December 20th, 2015
Time: 2:00 P.M.

Place: KJCC Schoolroom

Donation: $10

Rabbi Zucker Returns

Rabbi Yaakov Zucker of Keys Chabad will
again be offering classes at the KJCC, once or
twice a month from 7:088:30 p.m. The lessons
are taken from the Jew
Torah Studies series, with lots of discussion.
There is no charge. The next class will be Dec.
1st. For information, call Mitch Harvey at 303
521-5240.
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Oneg Sponsors for December 2015

December%- Mahj Girls

December 11- Patricia Isenberg in honor of

ilsihl lLiea® nFagbesnd&tBitnut
ner sponsor.

December 18- Gloria Avner in Memory of
David Gitin.

December 25- Steve & Barbara Smith in honor
of Steveds Birthday.

RGIY




December Birthdays December Birthdays Continued

) AR Paul HUGBBHY. ..o Elaine Schulbert

LSttt Rachel LEGRIE. - oo Emily Shermar

NG Joseph Burke Grossrn%&th .............................................................. Ira Krieger

2N, ettt Marshall A. FREHN oo Kayla Silvermar

(o IR Ashley B ..o Michael Klimpl

0o USSR Cammie BEAEN. ..o Joan Star

0o ST Jackie LEBREB .- o Ellen Bloon

BI. ettt RiCk MCNBHBL -, Michele Riley

AN Jan Hartz

AN Jogi Yeager

AN, Judith Klein Yahrzeit Plaque

Bt Joseph Beth

51 0 USRI Stuart Sax :

G4 PP Haley Borisoff Edward Deutsch Davis

S:E ......................................................... Le,f“e Bprusz krived 17 March 1946 Left 17 March 2012
............................................................ ranklin Ro Mi T Mi A

41 P Vada Charity (Bella) Greenbaum "M Belo:/eg?srl\?l,inelannc]?r:m His

Oth. e George Swartz y '

01 o TR U Susan Greenbaum He Te eld S among the |

LAt Renee Salant Sydney! Fafpavis

T2t Sara Rose Friedman

L3t Robin Margulies Juenger

13th ....................................................... SarahBOI’U@EH(! The Pl aces Weﬁl | Go!

13th ..................................... Susan VV(Eblldberg ) Sam and Joyce were |Ooking for someone to

LOtN. .o Diang &R them coordinate group outings of the

16th ......................................................... SamUeIK“mg CcC me mbers | | ke t hose

17th .......................................................... Al’iel F|Shrﬁa§t Thank you’ M|tCh Harvey for V0|unteering! i

17th ......................................................... BruceForma@tGS get these Camarade‘

L7t Jeﬁrey Scho hg again_ Please contact Mitch at

17th ............................................................ L|||an Fo eyai(@yahoo_comﬁ you have any ideas for

18th ............................................ Emelyn Anne Juenggl’d trips and Wou'd ||ke to he|p out.

I8theeei e, Jerome Horowitz

1Ot Aaron Stuart

Ot Jonah Gross

L9t Lorena Kaufman ~ December Anniversaries

20t Alan Schulberg

P10 OO Jennifer VanArtsdalen Years

20St e Micah Silvépllnan ngrence & Pequ Jacobs ................. 62

LS Roberta M&QHy  Linda & Bruce Pincus ..., 26

22N, Laura Molly Frie Arthur Lee & Johanna Willner ....... 50

22N, Lisallui*ﬂer Jam'le & Laura Goodman ..........c.coievenenee. 10

731 OO Loyffy David & Pat VanArtsdalen........................ 34

o1 TR SteveniSifith Larry & Deborah WeisS...........coocovvvvinnnnnn. 32

27t Steve K%lémof Dave Mont & Georgia Landau...................... 4
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A Prayer For The Traveler

For our returning snowbirds, and for all of us who are so often on the road, visiting family or seeing

the world, hereiso Tf i | at 6 Htalle rtercdv el er d8ds prayer, dati

May it be Your will, Gd, our G-d and the Gd of our fathers, that You should lead us in peace an

ng
d

I

direct our steps in peace, and guide us in peace, and support us in peace, and cause us to reach our des
tination in life, joy, and peace (If one intends to return in a short time, one adds: and return us in peace).
Save us from every enemy and ambush, from robbers and wild beasts on the trip, and from all kinds of

punishments that rage and come to the world. May You confer blessing upon the work of our han

ds and

grant me grace, kindness, and mercy in Your eyes and in the eyes of all who see us, and bestow upon us

abundant kindness and hearken to the voice of our prayer, for You hear the prayers of all. Blesse
You Gd, who hearkens to prayer.

d are

Ongoing Projects and Mitzvah Programs of KJCC

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE: If you know of any member who should receive a get well, congratul
or condolence card from the KIJCC, call Gene Silverman;@%3316.

CEMETERY INFORMATION: If you wish to plan for the very distant future, you can reserve sp4d
the Kendall Mt. Nebo Cemetery in the KICC section. Call Bernie Ginsberg8329300.
MEDITATION GARDEN: Have you visited our beautiful garden? Call Steve Steinboek940943,
to reserve a bench, brick or tree plaque for posterity.

ations

\Ice at

ONEG SHABBAT SPONSOR: To schedule your special date with Sisterhood, call Joyce Peckman,

305-451-0665.

KJCC TREE OF LIFE LEAVES and ROCKS, SANCTUARY SEAT PLATES, YARTZEIT MEMOR
PLAQUES: Call Mitch Harvey, 3621-5240, to arrange your donation.

KJCC BOOKPLATES for siddurim: Call Linda Pollack;&8%58575 for information.

CHAI-LIGHTS MITZVAH: Place a greeting or notice in Chigihts. Call Linda Pollack, 3852-8575,
to make your donation.

ADVERTISEMENT IN CHAIIGHTS or DIRECTORY: Your business ad will appear in every issu
ChatLights. Call Linda Pollack, 3852-8575, for annual rates.

LIVE GREEN RECYCLE: We are recycling ink cartridges, laser toners, cell phones, laptops, idd
tablets and more. Call Steve Steinbock, -3%+-0143, or just bring your items to the KICC.
PICTURE POSTCARDS: We have beautiful picture postcards in the KJCC Gift Shop bearing th
lard Wells representation of the KICC which was commissioned by Sisterhood. Contact Susan
don, 305766-3585.

Call the names listed above for assistance or send your request and check to the KICC, P.O
1332, Tavernier, FL 33070. Recipients of your gifts will be notified by card and listings will appe
ChatLights as well. Honorarium and memorial cards can also be requested. Donations can be
marked to our various ongoing funds; e.g. Holocaust Education Fund, Meditation Garden, Rabb
tor Fund, Scholarship Fund, Sara Cohen Memorial Tzedukah Fund, Sunshine Fund, or General

RIAL

b of
vices,

e Mil-
Gor-

Box
ar in
bar-

& Can-
Fund.
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In Memoriam December 2015

In Memory Of
Alex Avner

By Gloria Avner
<S> ISISISISISISI>ISS>

In Memory Of
Daniel Birnbaum

By Norbert Birnbaum
Ll el e lel el eiol il ele led

In Memory Of
Betty Abramson

By Joel & Toby Bofshever
(el e leleleleleleol el elel ol

In Memory Of
George Paul Tomor

By Barbara A. Calev
Lol el e leleleleleol el elel el

In Memory Of
Eva Levine

By Barnet O. Coltman
Ll lelel el eivlvielele led

In Memory Of
Sidney P. Finklestein

By Max & Mildred Finklestein
>SS

In Memory Of
Jeanne Schneider

By Maryon Gould
Ll el leleleleleolelelel el

In Memory Of

Rose Beth

In Memory Of

J.D. Stanlake

By Alan Beth & Candace Stanlake By Alan Beth & Candace Stanlake

SISO

In Memory Of
Joseph M. Bloom

By Marc & Ellen Bloom
>SS

In Memory Of
Burton V. Boruszak

By Joan Boruszak
Lol e leleleleoleleolelelieol el

In Memory Of
Leatrice Tomor

By Barbara A. Calev
Lol el e leleloleleolelel ol el

In Memory Of
Morris Hitzig

By Wes & Rita Conklin
Ll el leleleivi vl elele il

In Memory Of
Harry Friedman

By Jane Friedman
>SS

In Memory Of
Stephan Ban

By Franklin & Judy Greenman
Ll el leleleleleol el el i el

SIS IEISIEISIISISII>

In Memory Of
Teddy Sharenow

By Marc & Ellen Bloom
>SS

In Memory Of
Julius Kohlenbrener

By Joan Boruszak
Ll el e leleleolelol olel ol el

In Memory Of
Harriette T. Cline

By Meredith A. Cline
Lol el e lelel el leolelel el el

In Memory Of
David M. Orans

By Carol Field
>SS

In Memory Of
Harry Wolfe

By Michael & Suzanne Gilson
Ll el lelelieivl el el el il

In Memory Of
Edwin Jackson

By Kenneth & Jerri Grossman
Lol el e leleleleleolelele i el
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In Memoriam December 2015

In Memory Of
Sylvia Sarah Grossman

By Stuart Grossman
<S>>SO

In Memory Of
Kurt Kluger

By Nancy Kluger
>SS ISISISISISISISISS>

In Memory Of
Claire Lempel

By Linda Pincus
Lol e leleleleoleleol vl elel ol

In Memory Of
Raymond Martell

By Skip Rose

In Memory Of
Dinah Levy

By Yardena Kamely
>SS

In Memory Of
Gary Kreitman

By Marcia Kreitman
>SS

In Memory Of
Clayton Allan Rakov

By Neal & Cathy Rakov
Lol e leleleleoleleolelelieol ol

In Memory Of
Rhonie Lee Klipper

By Mary Lee Singer

fedelel il vicliolelolelol el ol siciolieloleleoleleolele led

In Memory Of
Murray Blinder

By Steven & Barbara Smith
Ll el e leolelelelelelelelel

In Memory Of
Bernard Swartz

By George & Muriel Swartz
(el el el leleleleolelelel el

In Memory Of
Sue Reiff
By Rick & Roberta McNew

>SS SISO
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In Memory Of
Peter F. Steinberg

By Richard & Sheila Steinberg
Ll el leleleivi vl elele il

In Memory Of
William Kay

By Harvey & Joan Kay
(ol el e leleleleleol el el Pl el

In Memory Of
Ruth Greenwald

By Paul & Susan Roberts
Ll el leleleleleol el el i el

Mishebeyrach List

For those of you who
might not make it to ser-
vices regularly, each week
we read aloud the names
of those we know to be
ailing so that we may
include their names in a
special supplication to
G-d to heal them. Our
printed list is read, and
then the leader asks if
anyone in the congrega-
tion has names to add. If
you candt be
and would like someone
you care about to be
included in the
mishebeyrach prayer, call
or e -mail and let us know.
We 61 | happily
name (or names) you tell
us about. The main KJCC
number is 852 -5235.
The website, which
accepts e -mail, is
keysjewishcenter.com.

At

In Memory Of
Steve Cimkowski

By Stephen Steinbock
Lol el e leleleleleol el el Pl el

In Memory Of
Sylvia L. Singer

By Mary Lee Singer
Lol el e leleleleleolelele i el



Erica LiebermaiGarrett

ovember is always a nice month in
the Keys. The weather is finally cool-
ing down and we are seeing our
snowbirds return. People are visiting for
Thanksgiving. We have recuperated from the
happy exhaustion of the High Holidays and
the pace is slowly picking back up in prepara-
tion for Chanukah.
We enjoyed continuing our tradition
of monthly Shabbat dinner get -togethers.
This month we had our annual Italian feast.
Everyone always likes a change from our tra-
ditional Jewish food. The fresh made sauc-
es, vegetarian lasagna and the eggplant Par-

mesan, prepared by Barb Knowles, Linda Per-

loff, and myself were scrumptious. The deli-
cious Italian salads prepared by Gloria Avner
and Beth Hayden were delightful. The grand
finale was dessert: Tiramisu provided by Syl-
vie Coeurjoly, home made cannoli prepared
by Jane Friedman, fruit salad made by Linda
Kapl an, and even
ner Italian came out in her colorful decorating
and musical flare. It was a relaxing, fun, easy-
going dinner with our Keys
ing Prosecco and giving us a chance to
kibbitz , and just be grateful for all that we do
together.

Each Friday night we enjoy a wonderful
oneg, thanks to your sponsorship and sup-
port. | would like to personally thank Jane
Friedman on behalf of all of us for her weekly
shopping and the preparation of healthy oneg
salads in addition to the sweets that we en-
joy. We look forward to more onegs that hon-
or simchas and the memories of our loved
ones. Please contact Joyce Peckman at 305
451 -0665 to arrange your special sponsor-
ship.

At our November Sisterhood meeting, as
we planned our December 11
ty, we all commented on how fast the time is
going. Each year this tradition is one of the

gel at o.

mishpocha , drink-
fress,

" Chanukah par-

Sisterhood

highlights of the season.
The delicious latkes are of
course the main attraction, but there is so
much more that happens that night. We all
bring our own menorahs and collectively light
our candles, uniting us in song and blessings.
This is a potluck dairy dinner, so let me know
what you would like to bring, and if you can
join us to help decorate for this fun event.
(We all love when there is a delicious variety
of food, and the o0to
provides us with a meal the next day.) Linda
Pollack once again generously sponsors this
Chanukah dinner, so there is no charge. |
hope that we will see you all there. Please
rsvp to me at hippiejap@hotmail.com.

Susan Gordon has stocked the gift shop in
preparation for Chanukah and the holiday
season. Take some time before the party to
Bak siral see Slofrthe beaddifs| gifts mvaila-
ble, including some hand made jewelry. You
will love the great prices on all of the gift
shop items.

Please join our monthly Sisterhood meet-
ing in December on the 6th, at 9 am. We al-
ways have delicious healthy food, and we will
be discussing our annual fundraiser "The Jew-
ish Food Extravaganza" scheduled for Sun-
day, February 28th, 2016.

We have all become very busy, and | am so
we are togeth-
only a few of us making

glad to see everyone whenever
er. At times there are
the plans, but when we have our events we
see many of our members making the effort
to come and enjoy the food and the camara-
derie. Thank goodness for the technology
that connects us and allows us to make great
things happen.

I look forward to our upcoming holiday
season and seeing all of you at one of our
many wonderful events and services. +

goo
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Contributions to KJCC

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Keys Jewish Community Center by remembe
honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. All donations made after the
the month will appe alights. When lgoat mdke d dormtion, please signifytthe fursd

it is to go to and the recognition of the name or names to be listed.

General Fund In Honor of High Holiday Onegs
Island Equity Real Estate  Our Customers & Emkey, Gerri
Associates Ginsberg, Bernie

General Fund In Memory of Gross, David & Patti
Pollack, Linda Neal Christensen Harvey, Mitch
Pollack, Linda Ruth Friedman Kaufman, Michael & Lorena
Pollack, Linda Ruth Poster Line, Arlene

Rose, Skip
Sisterhood & Onegs and Contributions Steinbock, Steve
Avner, Gloria Memory of David Gitin Tobin, Andy

Isenberg, Patricia Birthday of Lillian Forbes
Mah Jongg Girls

Pollack, Linda Chanukah Dinner Yahrzeits

Pollack, Roy Birthday of Madelyn Pollack  Boruszak, Joan Harold Goldstein
Pollack, Roy Birthday of Will Pollack Dorf, Barry & Natalie Jack Dorf
Smith, Steve & Barbara Birthday of Barbara Smith Riley, Michele Abraham Travers
Smith, Steve & Barbara Birthday of Steve Smith Wolfe, Larry & Dorothy Diana Wolfe
Smith, Steve & Barbara Anniversary

Bofshever, Joel & Toby

How Certain Contributions to KJCC Can Instantly
Become Permanent, Living Memorials

Book Plates: We are, after all, the People of the Book. For $36 an inscription of

your choice wil!/| be placed in one of our S|i ddet

ing Memory of my grandfather, who first taught me about the treasures that lie
bet ween these covers. o

Tree of Life Leaves : We have three beautiful, six -foot Trees of Life i t he wor|l do:
most enduring spiritual metaphor i adorning the wall at the rear of the KJCC sanc-
tuary. For $75 an individual, golden leaf can be engraved with your message of
memory or | ove. An example: 0To our grandc|hil c
presence of the Eternal Light.©6

Garden Bricks : $125 buys a single brick and $200 a double brick in our magnif-
icent Meditation Garden walkway, engraved with your personal message. An exam-
ple: o0You were the best, Aunt Goldie. Well|, yoc
es. 6 For $300 wedl | plant the native tree |[of

ute; an outdoor plaque is included in the price.

10 ChatlLights December 2015



YEDA VEGO T ORA
Yardena Kamely

Prayer

What does it mean to us? What do we pray for?

How do we understand prayer? If we be- lieve in this Orthodox concept of God? What
lieve in a God variously described in our litur- of those of us who dondt ne
gy to be the 0King Of Th e thayeur prayersgnight infliengereyentgythap f
all Kings living in HeaveWeoobbarwrFraeheandbueontrol?
King,6 it is easy to unde prayergaesthispubgtantpegrowpdind? d
pray to Him and regularly humble ourselves In Judaism we distinguish between
before His awesome powers. This is the tradi- oprayerdé and oworship.o6 In
tional view of God, the all  -knowing, all - for prayer is tefilah ; the same word is used
powerful, omnipresent Being for worship or service at the
who is aware of all things synagogue. OWor shi

practice through which we
are attempting to interact
with God. We may worship
through study of Torah and
Talmud, through deeds of
kindness and helpfulness
and honoring our parents,
through charity and many
other ways. We act in ways
that God has said produce
holiness, and in doing so
take small steps toward
oneness with God.

going on in the world at all
times for all people and who,
in a momentary act of will,
once bade the entire uni-
verse to burst into existence.
Most people who believe in
and find themselves drawn
to prayer seem to have such
a conception of God.
(Kabbalists and other learned
seekers, of course, refuse to
reduce God to a mere au-
thoritative father figure, and

do not use the male pronoun 0 Pr a jsavarship

in reference. Besides, they A Yeshiva k_)ucher study_ing pray-  through the use of words.
often speak of the ~ Shechi- ers, as imagined by Gloria Avner. In Judaism we distinguish
nah, the more approachable, between personal , private
nurturing, female side of God. To these de- prayer and public, congregational prayer . One
vout believers God is far beyond our antiquat- of the main purposes of congregational wor-

ed concepts of pagan male and female gods ship is to strengthen the feeling of being part

and, not being corporal, cannot be any of a congregation, to bring people together

known gender.) who share the same values and to become an

But what about those of agte, inveved mpabhesin ourenmunity.
ChatLights December 2015 11



Some prayers, like the Kaddish , are consid- sounds like one. We can understand it as a

ered to be so much a function of community cry of pain, an expression of helplessness
that they require a community setting d the when confronting a situation like illness and
presence of a minyan d to be valid. death, when experiencing our seemingly un-
Praying, any form of praying, is a mitzvah limited human limitations. Reconstructionist
0 a commandment, a responsibility, a bless- Rabbis teach us that God o0a
ing and a way to seek God all at once. The prayer not by sending a miraculous recovery,
mitzvah of home prayer means that we set but by giving to the one who prays strength
aside time for daily prayer. This can have a to bear his burden and his pain. The Jewish
profound influence on the individual and the tradition is to perform the mitzvah of saying
family; it can give us a clear orientation in the Tehillim for the sick: Psalms 6, 23, 88, 121,
way we live and appreciate life. ~ Shacharit & and 130. When, during services, we pray the
said when rising in the morning, and Madari vMi Shoéheraaph ayer for anot he
0 said when retiring at night & are private health and recovery, we show that the whole
prayers. They represent the indi- _— congregation, the community, is
vidual 6s intimate connecti on t oconcernedaboutthe il person.
God, slightly different from that Praying, any Thus we strengthen his spirits,
of the community. Our ritual Jew- form of praying, and he will know that

ish prayers, some of them al-
ready thousands of years old,

given up hope or asked him to

is a mitzvah...a bear his pain alone, that together

are beautiful and profound and responsibility we seek to infuse him with

deepen our ;onnectlon to God. and blessing and strength..

Yet the rabbis say that whether Despite the common concep-

we are in Shabbat services or a way to seek tion that prayer consists of

praying at home, we may always God all at once. dasking,6 Jewish pray
add to the prayers in our Siddur, much more praise than petition.

adding or substituting personal If our prayer expresses the wish

prayers that come from our hearts and life for a change in our world from outside, we

circumstances. mi ght not get an i mmediate

For what do peopl e pr ay desiedBotevhea wekpray for & thange within
God, please dondt | et it busseveswherdwe pr&dodundetstandipg
me to find a good job. 6 0 éaxfbrthebterdgih withie ustocomie forth
go of my fears. o6 0God, | e andhelp uhdaalvdth cirdives, ouhpayer
piness, not only problemsmagtdtdi sftesescé the Oanswer
Some pray: o0l ask for my f aBath&Shabbatdwirglsdnices]imny nabive
oOWe pray for our chil dr e n langoagesof Helyrewsl araydor geacé fovdsra-
ask for a better economy. élaniWewopds far pur dormgregatioa and e r
health. o6 Essentially, t he suecoyntryalyprayrfes myadamdy andifrieriie s

for a better life than the one we have. It is to stay safe and healthy. | pray to have the
easy here to think of Tevye the Milkman, and strength and wisdom to help with tikkun
why we all smile at his particular conversa- olam . Our coming holiday is Chanukah; what
tions with God. will I pray for on those days? | will pray to not

A prayer for healing, | ildsethedbddfthabmidhcles pill centinsieeto
cure her,06 is not really happgqonest, although it

12 ChatlLights December 2015



World Jewish Report

A Mandate by I srael ds Kne
At the end of October, despite growing

tension between Israel and the Palestinians,

Israeli lawmakers voted unanimously to make

Arabic language classes mandatory for stu-

dents from the age of six. It was hoped that

the legislation would help improve ties be-

tween Israeli Jews and Arabs. Arabic and He-

brew are both official languages of Israel.

While the vast majority of Israeli Arabs speak

Hebrew, Arabic is not widely spoken among

Medina Roy

sset

Butthe 1 ¢, 2™, 3™ and 4 " runner -ups were all
members of the tribe. Josh Beckley, 24, was

the 1 * runner -up. He earned $4,470,896. Neil
Blumenfeld, 61, ($3,398,298), Max Steinberg,
27, ($2,615,361) and Ofer Zvi Stern, 36 - and
an Israeli ($1,911,423) -took?2 ™, 3™ and4"
place, respectively. (www.jta.org , 11-10-15)

the Jewish population. 6 Language i s aANew@rogramatHarvard Law
culture, 6 | awmaker Or en Ha zHafvardkLaw Sthool g¢entlyannounced a
looking reality in the eyes and | understand new initiative, thanks to a generous gift from
there is no possibility to walk to peace with- Mitchell R. Julis, one of A
out understanding each ot hessful hedgefuncrpanagers: he difti s |
most of whom are descendents of Arabs who launches the Julis-Rabinowitz Program in Jew-
remained in Israel after the creation of the ish and Israeli Law. The program will fund
state in 1948, are citizens of the Jewish state. visiting scholars, offer classes in traditional
They make up about eighteen percent of Is- Jewish legal texts and host an annual confer-
rael ds popul ation. ence. The programds directo
(www.israelnationalnews.com , 10 -29-15) man, the Harvard law professor best known
for helping to write the Iraqi constitution in

ltds Just a Part of One Phube aftermath of the Iraq w

A fragment of a page from a 1,000  -year- Il sraeli law are distinct an
old Yom Kippur prayer book from the Cairo said. oYet they also intera
Genizah will soon be uploaded to the website on each other. It makes sense to study them
of Israel 6s National Li br hothynthe Jame prograne avaneas we study
was originally discovered in a synagogue in them independently. é Fel dma
Postat, the Old City of Cairo. Dr. Yoel Finkel- other Harvard faculty members and visiting
man, curator of the Judaica collection at the scholars, has been teaching courses on Jew-
library, said that this fragment is from the ish legal topics. oO0Througho
oldest Yom Kippur prayer book in the li- law has made profound contributions to legal
braryds collection and wa thoughtand praetige, andsit remains yibranb e
named Hillel Ben Ali. Ben Ali was a Baghdad and relevant around the wor
cantor who moved to Cairo and worked there Minow, the | aw school s dea
as the official court scribe. (www.tabletmag.com , 11 -3-15)

(www.israelhayom.com , 9-21-15)
Members of the Tribe Excel at Poker

The 2015 World Series of Poker, held at
the Rio All -Suite Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas,
saw Joe McKeehen, 24, (and not Jewish) as
the winner. He walked away with $7,683,346.

An Ancient Mystery Answered?
Just a month before Chanukah, and after a
century of searching, Israeli archaeologists
claim they have found what remains of an
ancient Greek fortress & known as the Greek
Acra & that was once used to control Jerusa-
ChatLights December 2015 13
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lem and from where the Greeks monitored
activity on the Temple Mount during the time
of the Maccabees. The remains, discovered in
the Givati parking lot excavations in Jeru-

salemds City of Davi d, ar
been built during the reign of the Seleucid

King Antiochus Epiphanes (215 0 164 BCE).

Along with a section of a massive wall, the

base of a tower and a man -made defensive
embankment, the findings include sling

stones and bronze arrowheads & stamped
with a symbol fromothait i oc
are said to be from the

defend the fortress against the Maccabees.
Until now, archaeologists did not know the
exact location of the fortress. The Book of
Maccabees and the writings of the ancient
historian Josephus both tell of a rebellion and
indicate that the Acra was inside the City of
Davi d, a section of
cording to the Israel Antiquities Authority,
soldiers for hire and Hellenized Jews lived in
the Acra. O0Thi s sensational
us for the first time to reconstruct the layout

of the settlement in the city, on the eve of the
Maccabean wuprising in
the excavations said. Historians tell how the
rebels, led by Judas Maccabeus and his broth-
ers, took back Jerusalem from the Syrian
Greeks, a victory we celebrate on Chanukah.
(The Acra did not fall until 141 BCE, when the
Hasmoneans lay siege and forced its surren-
der.) (www.jpost.com , 11 -3-15)

Jerus

167

An Agreement Thatds Bi
At the recent 66" International Astronauti-
cal Conference held in Jerusalem, the Israel
Space Agency (ISA) announced that it had
signed a wide -ranging cooperative agreement
with NASA, a partnership
and research of space for the betterment of
mankind and for peacef ul
2,000 people from 58 countries attended the

five -day conference. Under the agreement,

NASA and the ISA will participate in joint mis-

sions @& including a journey to Mars & ex-

change scientists and scientific data, and

share training facilities. NASA and Israel

signed their first cooperative agreement in

1996, which led to the training in the United

gge
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States of Il an Ramon, Il srae
Ramon flew on the space shuttle Columbia in
2003, and died in that disaster.
(www.tabletmag.com , 10 -14-15)
e believed to have
In Memoriam
-Yitzhak Navon, who served from 1978 to
1983 as I sraelo6s fifth pres
November. He was 94. Navon was born into a
prominent Sephardic family who had lived in
Jerusalem for over 300 year

family desceneldéd fram Spanish Jews who set-

G tled ia Kuskéy folotvihgetha p49Zexpulsion

from Spain. His mother was born in Morocco,

immigrating to Israel at the end of the 19 "

century. When he was twelve, Navon joined

the pre -state Betar movement, a Zionist youth

movement founded in 1923 in Latvia by Vla-

di mir 0Zebevd Jabotinsky. (
a $okelien,dasd h&dlfodndeti ithe famed Fewish

Legion during World War 1.) Betar played an

important role in Zionist education, teaching

d thesHelrawwdangyagadnd colture plus meth-

ods of self -defense. It also instilled the ideals
of aliyah tothe Land of Israel by any means,
ledal&id, illégaldandrobpersonat dedicatibn
to the creation of a Jewish state. Navon later
enlisted in the Irgun, which he left over ideo-
logical differences when he was eighteen. In
his youth, he studied Islamic culture and Ara-
bic language and literature. Navon fought in
|l srael 6s War of I ndepe
the Haganahds Arab int
he served as Prime Minister David Ben -
GuahdnBet peltitical secretar
witnessing and participatin
most important decisions about the new Jew-
ish statefs security,
Over the years, Navon held a number of min-
tsterial pdsitioas, eanevny thenr headingahe
Education and Culture Ministry, where he led
8 campaign alykinst adult illlieaany. (Some
200,000 o0t wel ve percent of
population at the time & was illiterate.) Navon
was a popular president who worked to pre-
serve the culture and heritage of the Sephar-
dic Jewish community. He was also a gifted
writer and playwright.
(www.worldjewishcongress.org , 11 -8-15)
-Adam Zertal, an expert in ancient Near

ndenc
el lig

econo

|l sr ¢
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East studies and a prominent Israeli archaeol-
ogist, died recently at the age of 79. Zertal
spent 30 years studying the vast area of land
in the West Bank. A professor at the Universi-
ty of Haifa in the 1980s, Zertal believed that
the books of the Hebr
should inform the work of contemporary ar-
chaeologists. 6 Zertel
Shemer. His father was a journalist from War-
saw and a leader of Hashomer Hatzair , the
Socialist -Zionist youth movement. In 1973,
the younger Zertel was severely wounded in
the Yom Kippur War, an injury that would
have him spend the rest of his life on crutch-
es. When he was released from the hospital
he began studying archaeology at Tel Aviv
University. As a result of the Yom Kippur War,
Israel gained control over rich archaeological
territory in the West Bank (it includes the are-
as of ancient Judea and Samaria), allowing
Zertal to work along with the Israel Antiqui-
ties Authority, which identified hundreds of
sites from the Biblical period that had, up to
that point, never been studied. Zertal is cred-
ited with discovering  Harosheth Hagoyyim
while leading an excavation atel  -Ahwat be-
tween 1993 and 2000. The site is mentioned
in Judges chapter 4. Zertal spent 30 years
covering the area from Hadera in the north
down to the city of Jericho; in 1980, he was
certain that a collection of stones at Mount
Ebal was the altar built by Joshua (mentioned
by Moses in Deuteronomy 27:4) near the holy
site which markds Jos
nine years excavating
corroborates exactly what is written in that
very old part of the
interview with Smithsonian Magazine in
2006, 0it means that
historically correct. The impact is tremen-
dous. 6 Many people ac
ings as confirmation of the Biblical narrative,
validating Jewish ties to the land . But this

ty of London. He wrote and edited over 15
books, including OEichmann:
Crimes, 6 which he wrote in
was awarded the U.S. National Jewish Book
Award for history. He was recently awarded

e w B anbQrder oftthe @ntisthdEmpren d (OBE) for
0services to Holocaust educ

wasabdeviesionog RrbbatmdEi hnterior

l'ishing Holocaust Memori al
also contributed to many historical documen-
taries for television and radio for the BBC and
other stations. (www.israelnationalnews.com
10-26-15)

Did You Knowé

- A town in northern Spain officially
changed its name recently from Castrillo
Matajudios (Kill Jews Town) to its original

name, Castrillo Mota de Jud
Hill). The townés original
was changed during the Spanish Inquisition

inthelate 15 " andearly16 "cent uri es. |t

believed that a massacre of Jews had taken
place near the town in 1035, and another
massacre happened in 1109. (www.jta.org ,
10-25-15)
- The Hummus Bar, an Israeli restaurant in
Kfar Vitkin near the coastal town of Netanya,
is offering fifty percent discounts on hummus
when Jews and Arabs sit together at the same
table. The move was motivated by the grow-
ing unrest across Israel in the aftermath of
weeks of violent attacks by Palestinian and
e p h 8 dewisheextrbmistsZ €The Farivards 1) e-19t15)
at Mo-Dwet antllioraJews dincluding thasesof
theKICCOparticipated in the 0°¢
Bi bl pedtdethat saeabld pHandBP4"on Oc
The event was celebrated in 924 cities locat-
p r o b addrl 7% coontriés eroundtlae worls. Tree n@v
world -wide event was started two years ago
ceptbygy WartehodsSofdedein, Sout h
Rabbi. (See Gloriads entry
of Chai-Lights to get the full story of the

view was not widely accepted by the archaeo- Shabbos Project). Some of the events this
logical community.  (www.tabletmag.com , 10 - year included a 3,000 -person Friday night
21-15) Shabbat dinner in Los Angeles and a Great

-David Cesarani, British historian who fo-
cused on Jewish history and the Holocaust,
died recently. He was 58. Cesarani was a re-
search professor at Royal Holloway, Universi-

Big Challah Bake in Brooklyn, where a 20  -foot
challah made it into the Guinness Book of

World Records. (www.israelnationalnews.com
10-29-15) =+
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Friday
December 11, 2015
Dairy Dinner
6:00 PM

Services at 7:30 pm

Contact Erica Lieberman-Garrett,
hippiejap@hotmail.com, 305-393-1162, to reserve yo

spot and coordinate your dish.

Dinner Sponsored by Linda Pollack
No charge for Members
$18 for NonMernbers

"-’"
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Photo Gallery

On October 16,
Shabbat services
& |were led by the
delightful Jane
and Harry Fried-

- man mother -and &
. | son-team.

Above, Nissan Mayk, who
flew in from NJ for a few days,
is surrounded by her surprised
and delighted friends.

Above and left,
Harry and Mom
Jane join Bernie
making motzie

and kiddush.

The photo at
right was sent by
Suzi Feder, thank-
ing KJCC for the
flowers and get

well wishes.
oOWhat a ni
thing to come

t o.

At left, Joyce
Peckman and
Gloria Avner pose
before leading
Shabbat Services on
October 30th.

Above, Barbara (and
Richard) Knowles cele-
brate her birthday by
sponsoring the oneg.

ChatLights December 2015 17



Religious School News
What s in a Name?

If you ask the students of our KJICC Religious
School, they malyiamddmoedt o ut
s o f eThose are the Hebrew letters in the
word Shem or "name."

November 1st, the day our students spelled
out their Hebrew names in
cookie dough, may well be-
come one of their favorite Sun-
day school memories. Just look
at these engaged faces as Max
and J. B. Fink, Cole Silverman
and Oshi Gross create, deco-
rate, and "digest" what they
have learned. From baking with
S u p eSavtab(Grandma) Net-
tie Seder to practicing erev
Shabbat prayers with
"Grandpa" Jules Seder at the
keyboard, a good time was had by all.

Above, Gloria Avner and Susan
Gordon found a pomegranate on
the tree the Religious School chil-
dren planted several years ago.
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Rabbi Agler dedicated
his November 7th Torah
service to the memory of
his father, Ephraim. The

Above, Steve Hartz and
Steve Harris have returned
from afar to join Joel

- LLANG
:Noord\z onrthee f'?qgecb? ﬁ%ﬁ,ﬁ»@%mmﬁw Bofshever, another long -
GRANDUATH H

JUNE 14, 1912 iR o 103 M distance traveler, as they as-
sist Rabbi Agler in reading
the story of Rebecca at the
well from the Torah.

philosophy of life.

A new project of the Tikkun
Olam Committee of the KICC
is well underway. Steve Stein-
bock and | constructed a raised
self-watering bed to grow vege-
tables for the food bank at our
neighbor, Burton Memorial
Methodist Church. After a few
days of hot, sweaty and fun
work (there was a lot of laugh-
ter involved), the plants were
in! Eggplants, tomatoes, and
peppers are growing, and we
hope to have a good harvest for
the food bank. The bed is on
the south side of the KICC by
the back door if you want to
check out the progress.

Mindy Agler

X \ 7
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LAURA WETZLER tours in over 150 ‘:7'
concerts and lectures each year, singin
critically-acclaimed Contemporary Folk /

q Americana originals, World Jewish Ca
e \%
p‘

S S ASCAP Award-winning singer-songwr'i@/
\S =

Roots Music in Hebrew, Yiddish and

Ladino (Judeo-Spanish) and the great s
classics of American songwr'l'rlng

Concert Pr§sen1'ed by. %

The Keys Jewish % .ﬁﬁi\aﬁﬁiﬂﬂ
Community Center = |

150.concerts each year
Airplay-on 600+ radio stations!

Sunday, January 10, 2016 s re ol e bt
Time: 7:00 pm =
Location: KJCC, MM 93.5 Oceanside
For tickets and information contact
Sam at

(305) 852-8741 G.eneral Admis‘sion $1§

@sevl65bellsouth.net SPQC:L:::::::":;':;‘;'°b'e
Apres Theater Refreshments
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At left, Sisterhood President Erica
Lieberman -Garrett kvellsat the
abondanza of good food and drink,
and Steve Steinbock demonstrates
to Beth Hayden his skill with a cork-
screw, at KJCCds |
November 13th. Marcia Harris, at
right, is glad to be back from Ohio.

Luz and daughter Rachel Levine
mug for the camera, below left.

Above, Rich and Mindy Agler were glad
to find food and friends here. They had
planned to be above the ocean on their
way to Kenya, but the flight was post-
poned. Look for the story of their trip in a
later issue.
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The November 13th Shabbat service was led by

| the dynamic Steve duo: Hartz and Steinbock.

| Sydney! Faye-Davis, shown below lighting the can-
dles with Susan Gordon, Gloria Avner and Steve

| Hartz, sponsored the oneg in memory of her hus-

band Edward Deutsch Davis.

HEXSHEL LANG
HONORED FATHER
GRANDFATHER AND HUSBAND
JUNE 14, 1912-MARCH 6, 1998

Since he is often the youngest
member at services, Harry
Friedman is usually asked to
perform the ritual slicing of the
challah at Kiddush, as he does s 4| | aaaes
so ably below.
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Rich and Mindy Agler and Bernie Ginsberg went
to Nairobi, Kenya, bearing gifts and medical sup-
plies for the Talia Agler Gir

(Right)
On Sunday,

Nov 15th a

community

rally commemorating the

77™ anniversary of Kris-

tallnacht was held at the

Holocaust Memorial in Mi-

ami Beach good will to Vi ol

stand strong with holocaust f,’;/

survivors solidarity against

anti-Semi ti sm and in suppor
It was sponsored by many organiza-

tions, including the Greater Miami Jewish

Federation, Jewish Community Relations

Council, Consul General of Israel to Flori-

da and Puerto Rico, and the Rabbinical

Association of Greater Miami. Represent-

ing KJCC at the rally were Joel and Toby

Bofshever, Yardena Kamely, and Jane and

Harry Friedman.

R <
2 "IN

A
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Our extended brick walkway is in place. Come and
spend some time walking around our peaceful and
beautiful Meditation Garden. Bricks and benches can
be purchased as honorariums or memorials and as
gifts. Trees line the walkway and are available for
dedication to our loved ones or to memorialize a happ

occasion.

Also newly dedicated is our Orchid Pergola. We invite
you to become a part of this fresh undertaking. Make
your donation toward a new and beautiful orchid. The
orchid will be tagged with the name of the donor and

the name of the person being honored or remembered.

Information regarding pricing for orchids, bricks
and benches can be obtained by visiting our
website, keysjewishcenter.com.




KJCC and the Worldwide
Shabbos Project 5776

by Gloria Avner
e rose to the occasion ¢ all 15 of us. tribal
(The challah, too). ThecensPr o

not with Shabbos itself, but with a creative and to

act of communal preparatiquell, KJ

of an ancient and vital Jewish ritual that was We

also taking place simultaneously at thou- kneaded

sands of other Jewish venues all over the and were
world. Sister- needed o
hood provided setting the
the ingredients stage and
and recipe. Ritu- our ka-
al added the vanah (a : =
context, with complex g
sidebars on Hebrew ————d
blessings, the word connoting the deepest meanings of the
meaning of sac- English word intent ) to provide participants
rifice, and help- with a true 25 -hour Shabbat experience.
ful hints. It was The project would continue on Friday
challah -making night with a denishmpéshads of anm
time. dinner for 40 followed by a tuneful service

Our bowls of yeast and sugar water were led by Erica Lieberman -Garrett, with lots of
creamy and ready for the - "

messy part, the eggs and salt

d and oh yes the flour & when
a miscalculation on the sup-

ply side led to the need for
rescue. (Bless Steve Stein-
bock, who dashed out to

bring us more flour.) Our

hands and arms went deep to
the elbows as we mixed,
kneaded, laughed, encour-
aged, commiserated, and

came to know each other bet-
ter. Look at the photos: crea-
tivity was the watchword of

the night. Braids led to

grapes, to ribbons and stars,
from tiny to ep[T
home to bake, to breathe in e
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Wi This happy KJCC group was among the
thousands of people who were creating
challah at the very same time in hundreds
of cities around the world. At left, Gloria
and Susan also taught us the correct melo-
dy for the Shabbos candle blessing (not
the Chanukah tune so many of us use).

guest participation. Mitch Harvey provid-
edthe d 6 v &orah falk ). We thank Stan
and Jenny Margu-
lies for their gen-
€rous sponsor-
ship of the din-
ner, and we thank
Steve Steinbock
for honoring Car-
ol 8s yahr
a chocolate -cake-
laden oneg she
would have loved,
and we thank the
women who
cooked, prepared,
and decorated.

In case you were
wondering, no one was
injured during the
course of this challah -
making.
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As always, Shabbat begins with candle -
lighting. All the women who participated
in KJCCds part of the
came together to light their own candles.
This was particularly meaningful for Erica,
who was able to light the candlesticks her
mother had brought back from Israel
many years ago.

On Saturday morning we met again to
take part in an engaging Torah/teaching ser-
vice led by the incomparable Rabbi Agler; we
talked about Abraham, who =
had just entered the story.
We talked about him not as a
Biblical icon, but as a man;
his quick acceptance of a
mission no man had ever be-
fore been offered, and hospi-
tality, and confidence, and
willingness to wage war for
family, yet frequent passivity,
such as not protesting a peep
when seemingly instructed to
perform a fa-
miliar ancient
Middle East
ritual and sac-
rifice his own

son. (Rabbi Ashkenazi spelling becau
Agler often its South African founders use & con-

explores the cluded with a short, sweet  Havdalah

spaces be- service at

tween the Joyceds hous
words for New house-

meaning, like mate, the

a jazz aficio- charming Char-

nado.) After- lie Brown (four -

ward, we all legged ver-

shared a luncheon that featured our first ever sion), greeted

cholent (the stew -like dish made by observant his visitors

women on Friday so they do waemly. And

on Shabbos but still provide a hot, hearty mid
-day meal). Learning. It was all about learn-
ing, about deepening skills and practices en-
hancing Shabbat Shalom .

Our Shabbos Project weekend & we use the

yes, there was
another meal
before the
evening was
over. Then,
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After dinner, Shabbat
services were led by Erica
Lieberman -Garrett and
Mitch Harvey . At right,

Mitch shares his thoughts
about t hearasteme k

with the
hiss of
candle
flame
doused in
wine, we said goodbye to sacred Shabbat
time, highly aware that we were doing so
along with hun-
dreds of thou-
sands of fellow

777 F ". N&é v'(/‘AV :
Jews worldwide. \ | LA
Sydney, Aus- ke | &8 | e

tralia; Toronto,
Canada; Miami,
Florida: you
may have had
thousands more
people at your
challah events,
but could you
have had a better, deeper, fuller, or more
meaningful Shabbos than our participating
mishpocha at KICC? NO!l +

=
K

b v‘"‘:‘“‘ 58

e~

In the photos above, from top: Art Itkin,

Jim Williams, Roy and Linda Pollack, Mer-
edith Cline and Barbara Knowles, and new
members Scott and Mary Anne Pearl. As
you can see, everyone enjoyed the dinner.



Our 25 - hour Shabbos experi-
ence ended at Joyc§go 5‘1
the sweet smell of incense and the r . SN
hissing of the Havdalah flame extin-
guished in wine. The sudden dark- ’
ness takes us from the holiness of
Shabbat back to the secular week,
reminding us of our return to the
everyday world.
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Hanukkah 0 the History and the Heroes

808 t8O1YlIY FYyR {IY +AyAOdNI

oe w2

he year 168 B.C.E. was not an easy
time to be a Jew in the Promised

and way of life. In the year 168 B.C.E., he sent
his soldiers to Jerusalem. He installed Jason, a

T

ander the Great

campaign had conquered the Persian Em-
pire. Judea was part of that. Alexander had
the idea to spread Greek culture throughout

the territories he conquered,
including the Middle East. Af-
ter Alexander ds
(in his early 30s), his vast king-
dom was divided into three

mini -empires by his gener-

als. Ptolemy took Egypt and
Seleucus took Syria. Judea was
in the middle. Initially it was
controlled by Egypt, but then it
was wrested away by the Se-
leucids. Around 175 B.C.E.
Antiochus IV, who gave him-
self the name Epiphanes &
0God made mani f
power as ruler of the Seleu-
cids.

The Jews had accepted
their Greek masters, and the
Greeks were content to collect
taxes and leave the Jews to
their strange religious practic-
es. Yet there was constant
interaction, and Greek culture

was seductive. Many Jews began to become
adopting
and listening to their philosophers. But for

some reason, perhaps to strengthen his

hold on Judea due to a resurgent Egypt and

the beginnings of new threats from the area

of the former Babylonia, Antiochus suddenly
began to strictly enforce Hellenistic culture

and attempt to suppress the Judean religion

oOoHel l eni zed, o
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Land. Four hundred years earlier King
Cyrus of Persia had given them permission
to return from exile in Babylonia and rebuild
the holy Temple. Then, in 332 B.C.E., Alex-

naked
0s

In the drawing above, Gloria

Avner, KJCCoss

every possible kind of talent,
imagines a Maccabee warrior.

P

Hellenistic Jew, as high priest and had a gym-
nasium built next to the Holy Temple. (The
literal translation of
exercise.
bri | I i an fAntiochus idsaed dearees ferdidding Sab-
bath observance, Torah study, circumcision,
and Rosh Chodesh - the proclamation of the
new lunar month. These acts restricted the

i s
6)

gymnasium

observances that shape the
Jewish concept of time
(Shabbat and Rosh Chodesh),
mind (Torah study), and body
(circumcision). Altars and
idols were set up for the wor-
ship of Greek gods. In the
Temple itself an altar to Zeus
was erected, with an idol in
the image of Antiochus, to
which sacrifices were ordered.
Soldiers were told to rigorous-
ly enforce these laws and offer
Jews two op-
tions: abandonment of Juda-
ism or death.

These harsh proclama-
tions are recorded in Macca-
bees | and Il, books that are

farrrtﬁolsghghpl\tggf\:qun}w1 I|terj‘|9y

oouter boo k s 6
later rabbis chose not to in-
clude inthe Tanach (biblical

canon). Maccabees | and Il were included in
G rtiee Sdptuagiotcthe &teek pranslatidn bf the s
Hebrew Bible originally prepared for the Jew-
ish community of Alexandria (who had be-
come thoroughly Hellenized and had forgot-
ten Hebrew). However, when the Septuagint
later became the official version of the Bible
for the nascent Christian Church, the Jewish
community rejected its authoritative nature.

o0school



Ironically, the books survived because they
became part of the Christian canon; other-
wise they probably would have been lost over
the centuries.

According to Maccabees |, Jewish heroes
emerged, the first being  Hannah. After she
and her seven sons were arrested, soldiers
tried to force themto eat  pork (or bow to
idols). When they refused, the king ordered
them tortured, killing the sons one by one in
front of their mother, as she encouraged

joined by his five sons and a number of oth-
ers. Sheltered by the mountainous terrain,

they plotted their uprising. The name Macca-

bees was attached to the father -and-sons
group, according to some versions of the
story, as a result of

ofMi€amocha BOAI i mWhaittke hem
You, God?6 The phraseds
the word OMaccabee. 6 (The
al explanation is that
brew word for oOohammer .

them to remain
true to their faith.
The narrator in
Maccabees men-
tions that the anon-
ymous mother "was
the most remarka-
ble of all, and de-
serves to be re-
membered with
special honor. She
watched her seven
sons die in the
space of a single
day, yet she bore it
bravely because
she put her trust in
the Lord. o6 The narr a-
tor ends only by saying that the mother died.
(There are several versions of this story, be-
cause she is also mentioned in the Talmud,
Tractate Gittin.) Some say she threw herself
in the fire, others that she jumped from a
roof. In the Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and
Syriac Churches, her name is given as
Shamone or Maryam, and they are all cele-
brated as "Holy Maccabean Martyrs." Much
later she became associated with Hannah in
Samuel 2:5, and the name stuck.

The Second Hero of the story, Mattathias
the Hasmonean priest, made his stand in

Moddi n, a village about

lem, where the Greeks had erected an altar
for idol worship in the middle of town and
demanded that local Jews sacrifice a pig. Ra-
ther than betray his faith by participating, the
aged Mattathias drew his sword and killed
the nearest soldier. Knowing his deed would
be avenged, Mattathias fled to the hills,

is for God, come

thias gathered a
following ready
to fight for reli-
gious freedom.

a ragtag bunch

of 4,000 Jewish
warriors, mostly
farmers, headed

sons Judah, Si-
mon, Eleazar,
Yochanon, and
Jonathan, bat-
tled 47,000 troops under Syrian  -Greek Gen-
eral Apollonius and won. Since they had

been unable to celebrate the holiday of Suk-

kot at its proper time in early autumn, the
victorious Maccabees decided that Sukkot
should be celebrated once they rededicated
the Temple.

The story shiftsto 164 B.C.E., on the
25th day of Kislev. Since the Biblically man-
dated festival of Sukkot lasts eight days, this
became the time frame adopted for Hanuk-
kah. About 250 years after these events, the
first -century Jewish historian  Flavius Jose-

4 @huk wrotd his aarourdt ef thel wigins of the
holiday, calling it othe

Some 600 years later, the Babylonian Tal-
mud, Tractate Shabbat, contains the surviv-
ing version of the famous story of the mirac-

ulous jar of oil that burned for eight days. In

the context of a discussion about the fact
that fasting and grieving are not allowed on
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Hanukkah, the Rabbis, seeking to explain
why the observance of Hanukkah is so im-
portant, recount the old oral legend of the
miraculous jar of oil.

kay, thatdés the way
cally told. The real history is a little

different, and more interesting, if

not perfectly con-
sistent with Jewish
religious legend.

As to the veraci-
ty of the books of
Maccabees | and I,
keep in mind that
they were commis-
sioned after victory
by the Hasmone-
ans, the family name of the Maccabees, who
turned out to be highly imperfect and, ironi-
cally, Hellenized kings. Yes, they greatly
expanded the Jewish kingdom to about the
same areas that King David controlled nine
hundred years before, and were clever dip-
lomats and skilled warriors in a volatile
world. But of all the Hasmonean kings, only
two & John Hyrcanus (the son of Simeon, the
only original Maccabee to survive the 25 -
year war against the Seleucids) and his son
Alexander Yannai & were effective, though
they were never loved. It was John Hyrcanus
(note that they both adopted partially Greek
names, one of the things that never sat too
well with their subjects) who captured Sa-
maria and razed the rival Temple at Mt. Ger-
izim. He also conquered Galilee and the
southern kingdom of Idumea, forcibly con-
verting en masse the inhabitants of both to
Judaism, the only time in Jewish history that
has ever happened. One of those forcibly

converted was Herod the
tipater 6i t 6s hard t o i magi ne huntngdnd hi ¢

could possibly provide such a deliciously
ironic name 9 which eventually led to Herod
being appointed king of Judea by the Ro-
mans. (The forcible conversion of the Galile-
ans also meant that the family of Jesus of
Nazareth had likely been Jewish for less

than 100 years. But itds

Galileans later provided some of the bravest
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and most loyal soldiers in the three great wars
against Rome.) The two latter Hasmonean
kings, however 9 Aristobulus Il and Hyrcanus

Il 8 were both hated by the Jews and were in-
effective rulers. I n a

t they had actoatlyyinvitedsthe tRgnmans 4in to

settle a civil war between them. As we know,

t he Romans never | eft.
that the
Coins of the rabbis of
Yavneh who
Hasmonean made the
Dynasty have decision to
been found in a exclude
number of archae- Maccabees |
ological digs. and Il from
the finished
Jewish Bible

just did not have great regard for stories com-
missioned and told by the Hasmoneans.

The Maccabees had actually been preceded
in rebellion against the Seleucids by a group
called the Hasidim. (There is no connection
between them
and the group
that arose in
18" century
Poland under
the Baal Shem
Tov.) But the
practices of the
Hasidim con-
tained a fatal
flaw. They
woul dnot
on the Sabbath.
So Greek forces
would hide in
Jerusalem until
Saturday, then

Qo dasitind s f

———— Present-day Israel

slaughter them

by the thou-

sands. One of The map above shows

the reasons for  the borders of the

t he Mac c agfashfoRe@n Dynasty ¢.100

successwasa B C.E. Borders were ex-

Eg;’:’(‘)’ﬁ?ﬁ[ref* U Sandel & thode Bifdea had
enjoyed under King David.



rah. They deemed it allowable to fight on the |l aw. Al exander Yannai ds wi

Sabbath if it was for defensive purposes. That ally served as Hasmonean ruler for a while o)
was ruled to not be 01l ab orapiusanm doodwone dpntibhbranwo Idigt
the beginning of the rule that allowed the sons were old enough to compete for pow-
breaking of Sabbath ritual law to save a life, er . During Salomeds reign
later codified in great detail in the Talmud. bar Shetah was the leading court Pharisee.
According to Rabbi Stephen Wylen, this might According to the Talmud, Simon was re-
we l | be our first sight i ngspandiblefohteo indpbrerg &eWwishtinnoaad i -
tions of the Pharisees, 6 ttioms. Firstwasithet kedubah {theglewislomar-
rah must be flexible to account for changes in riage contract that was hi
life and a prime example of what became the protection for wives. (Biblical law allowed
adaptive oor al |l awé of t hement bivoicestheir wives at will, which
As part of his campaign to Hellenize the inevitably hurled women into dire poverty.)
Jews, Antiochus had, in 175 B.C.E., ousted Now men had to guarantee women payment
Onias as High Priest. Onias fled to Egypt, and upon divorce, effectively shielding them
expected to return when the Hasmoneans from destitution. Simon also established
won. But they didndt al | ownihersaheducationfe alldewish makhso s
ended the Zadokite hereditary priesthood they would be literate in the Scriptures. The
line, the family that had passed the position Pharisees were attempting to fulfill the Bibli-
down from father to son since the time of cal promise that Jews were
King David. The Hasmoneans took the role of kingdom of priests, a holy
High Priest 0 in addition to being king & for complish this, all men needed to become
themselves. After the Zadokites, no High literate like priests.
Priest ever enjoyed full legitimacy in the eyes A number of historians believe that an
of the people. The Romans actually auctioned over -romanticization and misinterpretation
the position off to the highest bidder. When of the Maccabeesd success
king, Herod abased both the office and office- three disastrous wars against the Romans.
holder even further, keeping the priestly vest- After all, God had been with the Maccabees
ments in his palace. The High Priest had to and they succeeded against overwhelming
come and request vestments each morning as odds. But the wars against the Roman failed
a sign of his submission to higher authority. disastrously. Judeans expected that their
It was during the period of Hasmonean numerous brethren in Babylon would come
rule that sects first appear in Jewish history. to their aid when they rebelled, but no help
The most dominant sects were the Sadducees came. Still, the period of the sects under the
and Pharisees. There were also Essenes and Hasmoneans was arguably one of the most
Zealots, and possibly dozens of other sects. creative (although tempestuous) in Jewish
(A later sect, of course, was the Christians.) history. It led to a proliferation of ancient

Each fought for their particu-
lar interpretation of the law.
The Pharisees, who later
morphed into the rabbis,
were the more tolerant and
flexible ones, those who
sought to adapt the law to
life and its changes. (Hillel
was a Pharisee.) The Saddu-
cees were the priestly and
aristocratic class, who were
more strict and literal in
their interpretation of the

literature, a great deal of
which survives. It also
led to the full develop-
ment of the Pharisee ide-
as, which in the form of
the rabbis enabled Jews
to adapt to the destruc-
tion of the Temple in 70
C.E. and, completely
thwarting the patterns
and predictions of histo-
ry, survive as a people
and a religion. =+
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Over 30 Years Experience
Chiropractic (Gentle/Manual)
Yoga/Meditation
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Physical Therapy
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