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How not to overspend
on Christmas shopping
Christmas – it’s the lovely
time of the year again; the
time for giving and sharing of
gifts with family and friends.
As much as we want to celebrate and be jolly during this
festive season, we want to
make sure that we are careful about spending so that we
don’t spoil the festive mood.
A majority of people tend
to overspend on Christmas. If
you are one of those people,
then maybe these tips will
help you.
Have a list – List the people who you are going to buy
a Christmas gift for. This is a
good place to start as the exercise will help you see the
‘magnitude’ of the shopping
you need to do. People on
your list could include family,
close friends, colleagues or
gifts for gift exchanges.
Think of a gift – For each
person on the list, think of a
suitable gift that you would
like to buy for him/her. If you
are not very sure at this point,
have a few potential items
listed so that you at least have
something in mind when you
are in the mall.
Start a budget – For each
gift, estimate how much you

would spend on that gift. Total the prices for all the gifts
you have listed and that’ll be
your budget. If you have a few
possible items listed for one
person, use the price of the
most expensive item in calculating the budget. You want to
make sure you are prepared
for the worst case scenario.
Take a look at the total. Is this
budget affordable? If not, you
may have to review step 2 and
3 until you have a final budget
that you are comfortable with.
Do online research – A
good way to check if your budget is realistic is to do some
online research before you actually head down to the mall.
Not only is this a good way to
gather gift ideas and market

rates, it also saves
you time and energy you would waste
going to the crowded mall simply for
research purposes.
Do your shopping – Here’s
where the real action starts.
Get down to the shopping
mall or go to online stores to
do your shopping. Retailers
like to run promotions during
the Christmas season to encourage consumer spending.
At the malls, be prepared to
be tempted by irresistible offers and promotions. Having
the shopping list and budget
in hand will certainly help you
stay focused. You are less
likely to get distracted into
opportunistic shopping which
will result in you bursting your
pockets.
Review actual spending
against budget – For each actual purchase that you make,
update your budget with the

actual money spent. If you
have burst your budget on
some items, then you’ll have
to lower the spending on other
items to make up for the differ-

ences. Likewise, if you make
some savings on certain items,
then you’ll have more slack to
play with on other items.

time, day-of-event help and
more. Here’s to more fun and
less stuff!
Today’s gift-giving culture
has become ever more commercialized, fueled by ads,
fads and glitz. At SoKind,
they know that your favorite

gifts don’t always fit
in a box. SoKind allows you to create a
registry focused less
on stuff and more on
family, fun and friends.
So how does it work? It is
easy. Take some time to think
about what kinds of gifts reflect your values and would
help improve your quality of
life.
Now you need to create

your registry. You can create
it by visiting https://sokindregistry.org/howitworks. For each
gift, include as much helpful
information as possible for
your family and friends.
You can upload an image
and link to the website where
it can be found. If you want
only locally made products,
you can mention this in your

The Office Girl- Kim Neihart at Hometown Holly Day Vendor Fair
at Harlan Hall Saturday. Photo by Gary Strohm.

SoKind Registry, the
alternative gift registry

Want to plan a joyful and
meaningful event that reflects
your lifestyle and values? SoKind is a registry and wishlist
service that encourages the
giving of homemade gifts,
charitable donations, secondhand
goods, experiences,

Warm wishes for a
blessed Christmas!
From your friends at
CLARK COUNTY TITLE COMPANY
119 S. 6TH ST., MARSHALL 826-5212

Festival of Lights
Open nightly at
the Clark County
Fairgrounds
from 5-9pm!
David Davis, MD

Happy
Holidays!

Bennett, Schroeder & Wieck

Attorneys at Law
517 Locust • Marshall • 826-8051

See SoKind
Continued on page 3

City Employees
City Council
Mayor John Trefz

John Richards, MD

Rachel Morrison, PA-C

SBL Martinsville Clinic • 890 Ridgelawn Road

217-382-4191
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Fraternal Order of Police offers
annual holiday shopping safety tips
The Illinois Fraternal Order
of Police (FOP) State Lodge
is offering its annual tips and
reminders to help shoppers
remain safe and keep their
purchases secure during the
holidays.
“Don’t let criminals take
advantage of you during this
season of giving,” said Illinois
FOP State Lodge President
Chris Southwood. “Shoppers
can stay safe and make sure
their purchases reach the intended recipients by following
these few simple pieces of advice.”
The FOP offers the following holiday shopping safety
tips and reminders based on
information from the National
Crime Prevention Council,
www.ncpc.org.
Shopping in Stores
Do not buy more than you
can carry. Plan ahead by taking a friend with you or ask a
store employee to help you
carry your packages to the
car.
Save all receipts. Print and
save all confirmations from
your online purchases. Start a
file folder to keep all receipts
together and to help you verify
credit card or bank statements
as they come in.
Consider alternate options

to pay for your merchandise,
such as onetime or multi-use
disposable credit cards or
money orders, at online stores
and auction sites.
Wait until asked before
taking out your credit card or
checkbook. An enterprising
thief would love to shoulder
surf to get your account information.
Tell a security guard or
store employee if you see an
unattended bag or package.
The same applies if you are
using mass transit.
Walking to and From
Your Car
Deter pickpockets. Carry
your purse close to your body
or your wallet inside a coat or
front trouser pocket.
Have your keys in hand
when approaching your vehicle. Check the back seat and
around the car before getting
in.
Do not leave packages visible in your car windows. Lock
them in the trunk or, if possible, take them directly home.
Shopping with
Small Children
If you are shopping with
children, make a plan in case
you are separated from each
other.
Select a central meeting

place.
Teach children to know
they can ask mall personnel
or store security employees if
they need help.
Shopping Online
Before surfing the Internet,
secure your personal computers by updating your security software. Everyone’s computer should have anti-virus,
anti-spyware, and anti-spam
software, as well as a good
firewall installed. Visit www.
bytecrime.org for free software downloads.
Keep your personal information private and your password secure. Do not respond
to requests to “verify” your
password or credit card information unless you initiated the
contact. Legitimate businesses will not contact you in this
manner.
Beware of “bargains” from
companies with whom you are
unfamiliar—if it sounds too
good to be true, it probably is.
Use secure websites for
purchases. Look for the icon
of a locked padlock at the bottom of the screen or “https” in
the URL address.
Shop with companies you

know and trust.
Check for background information if you plan to
buy from a new
or unfamiliar com-

pany.
The Fraternal Order of Police, founded in 1915, is the
largest organization of sworn
law enforcement officers in
the United States. With a
proud tradition of officers rep-

Ashlee That Crazy Pearl Lady at Holly Day Vendor Fair. Photo by
Gary Strohm.

SoKind

Continued from page 2
description. If you are registering for home-cooked foods,
include any dietary restrictions
or allergy information.
Now what is the cost? Well

SoKind gives you the opportunity to pay what you can.
If you’re able to contribute,
know that you’re paying it forward to someone or some organization that may not have
the ability to pay for their own
registry.

RON ELLIOTT
Snearley & Co.
382-4364

217-382-6686

May the holidays bring
you many
reasons to
be joyous!
Strohm Project Corner- Kim Strohm. Photo by Gary Strohm.

resenting officers, the FOP is
the most respected and most
recognized police organization in the country. The Illinois
FOP, chartered in 1963, is the
second largest State Lodge,
proudly representing more
than 34,000 active duty and
retired police officers - more
than 10 percent of all FOP
members nationwide. Visit
www.ilfop.org for more information.

-The City of Martinsville

Heating
Air Conditioning
& Refrigeration
Call Day or Night

217-232-6686

Remember the
reason for the
season!

Darcie’s
Scrapbooks & More

Downtown Martinsville
382-6672
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2017 top 10 gifts for kids

The options are endless
when it come to buying your
child the perfect gift. Here are
the top 10 presents for kids in
2017.
Little Tikes 3-in-1
Sports Zone
Light the Way to Active Play
with Little Tikes 3-in-1 Sports

Zone. Dunk, kick and score
with fun infant Sport Zone. Babies will love playing basketball, while developing coordination and confidence! Future
sports stars will develop motor
skills, hand-eye-coordination
and confidence while playing soccer! Little bowlers will

Hailey Chronic of Marinsville with Pink Zebra at Harlan Hall
Vendor Fair. Photo by Gary Strohm.

have a ball
knocking down
and re-setting
pins. This Sports Zone grows
as your baby does with three
modes of play and adjustable height basketball hoop.
It even folds for easy storage!
It’s a slam dunk!
Paw Patrol Sea Patroller Rescue Vehicle
Trouble is on the horizon at
adventure beach! Help Ryder
save Baby Octopus by jumping aboard the Paw Patrol Sea
Patroller. Equipped with flashing lights, sounds and a detachable anchor, this Rescue
Vehicle comes with everything
you need to sail the high seas.
Imaginext DC Super
Friends Batbot Xtreme
The Imaginext DC Super
Friends Batbot Xtreme is the
Ultimate toy for Batman fans.
With extendable wings, multiple projectile launchers, a hidden Batcycle, a voice changer
and real punching fists, your
young Super Hero will have a
blast defending Gotham City
from all sorts of evil SuperVillain attacks!
Fisher-Price Shimmer and
Shine Magical Light-Up Genie
Palace Set
Shimmer and Shine, genie palace divine! Now little
genies can recreate Shimmer
and Shine’s adventures with
their very own Genie Palace!
The Palace door opens to re-

Crossroads Restaurant LIVE FREE
by Laura

Need a break from Christmas shopping?
Come join us for a great meal!

Prime Rib every Saturday night
All You Can Eat Specials
with FREE Salad Bar

ONLY $9.95

Monday - Fried Chicken
Tuesday - Shrimp
Wednesday - Walleye
Thursday - Fried Chicken
2002 N. Illinois Hwy 1 • Marshall 826-5829

Skin care free from chemicals and toxins!

515. E. Main St., Casey
labaston5@gmail.com

(217) 276-5173

These products make
great stocking stuffers!

We LIVE FREE because of
men & women who
have fought for our freedom!
In memory of Sgt. Jeremy Baston

veal 3 levels of play, over 20
play pieces and lots of magical surprises!
Little ones will love the
sound-activated feature when
they make a wish and clap
their hands the palace will respond with over 100 phrases,
music and an incredible light
show that’s perfect for a genie
dance party! The Palace also
features a magic mirror Princess Samira appears to ask
for some genie help! Lots of
interactive phrases add to the
fun!
FurReal Ivory the
Playful Tiger Pet
The Roarin’ Ivory, the Playful Tiger pet is ready to play.
And her favorite way to play is
to Roar! Roar or make noise
and she Roars back! This
Tiger cub responds to
sounds and touch with 100
and up sound-and-motion
combinations! Make noise
(or even Roar!) and she roars
back. Pet her forehead, muzzle or back and she’ll respond
with sounds and movements.
She can move her eyes, ears,
head, mouth and tail! It’s fun
to watch her lean down and
pose playfully as she lets out
a Roar!
NERF Rival Nemesis MXVII10k Blaster - Blue
Experience intense headto-head competition with the
precision and power of the
Nerf Rival Nemesis MXVII10K blaster. This fully motorized blaster has a high-capacity hopper that holds up to
100 high-impact rounds. Fill
the easy-loading hopper and
unleash a blistering blast of
rounds at a velocity of 100 feet
per second (30 meters per
second). The blaster is available in blue and red (each
sold separately), so choose
a color and go into battle as
Team Red or Team Blue.

Have a warm &
cozy holiday!

MORGAN PLUMBING
& HEATING 826-5921

L.O.L. Surprise!
Big Surprise Doll
L.O.L. Surprise provides
the ultimate unboxing experience with the L.O.L. Surprise
Big Surprise! Discover 50
never before seen surprises
inside. Limited edition!
Disney Pixar Coco
Guitar- White
Coco, the new animated
film from Disney Pixar, is
a celebration of a lifetime,
where the discovery of a generations-old mystery leads to
a most extraordinary and surprising family reunion. Miguel
dreams of becoming a musician, and practice makes perfect! Now you can bring to life
the beautiful music straight
from the film. The interactive
guitar allows kids to learn the
most iconic song from Coco,
“Remember Me”, and features
strummable “strings”, working
lights and true-to-movie details.
WowWee Fingerlings
Interactive Baby
Monkey Zoe
Zoe is a turquoise monkey with soft purple hair who
loves holding onto your finger
and knows when she is being
pet, talked to and even hung
upside down! Fingerlings are
adorable baby monkeys that
are curious about the world
around them starting with you!
These interactive pets love to
hang onto your finger, blink
their eyes, turn their heads,
blow kisses, swing by their
tails and talk in monkey babble!
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Tips for Christmas shopping success this year
Many people procrastinate when it comes to shopping for Christmas. However,
some people know the ropes
and get done as early as the
summertime. Here are tips to
help you get started with your
Christmas shopping early so
you don’t stress later.
First, know who you are
buying gifts for. Some people
only shop for close family and
friends. Other people put together Christmas presents for
co-workers, the postal worker,
the dog walker, hairdresser,

plumber, poker buddies, kid’s
teacher, and more. Decide on
what you are comfortable with.
When it comes to shopping, you want to make sure
you set a budget. Christmas
presents should figure into
your household or personal
budget for the entire year, instead of just trying to find extra
money somehow every November or December. You can
always start by saving a small
amount every month. Keep a
general idea of how much you
will spend on each person.

Everyone on your list is different so make sure your gifts
will match each person. What
do they like? Movies, books,
games? Have a rough idea of
what presents would please
the people on your list. brainstorm ideas. Write the ideas
down on your list. Listen to
the person or other people for
ideas, and write them down
too. Keep this list in an easyto-carry form, like tucked away
in your wallet or checkbook for
quick reference.
Now remember the earlier

Women are often stumped
when it comes to buying gifts
for him. Here is a list of some
helpful hints for the perfect
gift.
For the Gym-Goer
Every guy that goes to the
gym needs a sleek and sturdy
gym bag. Why not buy him a
gym bag for his shoes and an
extra set of clothes.
For the Music Guy
Every music guy that appreciates music loves to listen
to music. Why not go vintage
and buy him a turntable? Not
only will it play records but it
could double up as neat decor.
For the Dad
Dads are often too busy to
check their phone, especially
if they are watching the kids.
Buy him a Google Home. He
can have calls and text messages hooked up to it so he
can’t miss anything on his
phone.
For the Business Man
If your guy is professional
and wears a suit to the office
everyday, he will appreciate
this set. Buy him a leather wal-

let and ball point pen
set. He will not only
look sharp at the next meeting
but he can think of you while
he is at the meeting.
For the Design Enthusiast
If your guy buys products
just because the look nice,
you should buy him the Gravity One Speaker. Clean lines
and exceptional sound come
together in this collaborative Bluetooth speaker from
Porsche Design and KEF.
For the Commuter
If he goes on walks and
likes to be on the go, buy him
a nice umbrella. He can stash
it in his bag and will always be
prepared for sudden downpours.
For the Voracious Reader
Okay so your guy loves
to read....brilliant! Buy him a
Book of the Month subscription. These usually start at
only $10 a month.
For the Tech Guy
If your guy likes electronics you have to get him some
Oliver leather touchscreen
gloves. These gloves give no
excuse for cold fingers and
unanswered texts and emails.

For the Professional
Alright ladies, if your guy
likes to dress to impress you
can’t go wrong with a new
blazer or tie. There are a variety of styles and colors for the
blazer and tie. Go for the solid
colors or do something risky
for fun.
For the Man
Who Carries a Bag
If your guy likes to carry a
bag, buy him something that
can last in the outdoors and
indoors. If your guy prefers an
old-school aesthetic then you
might want to buy a signature
canvas and leather tote.
For Any Guy
Socks! A person can never
have too many socks in their
wardrobe.

Gifts for him

I would appreciate your vote!
I will be a working Sheriff. Working
for all citizens in Clark County

VOTE
March 20, 2018

Bill Brown

Brownforsheriff2018@gmail.com

Republican
Candidate

Ice melt • Cleaning Supplies
and much more available at

Integrity Pools
D-I SUPPLY

Happy

Holidays!

billbrownforsheriff2018

217-822-1188
Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas!

December 26th is hot tub time at the North Pole!
This year, why not get Santa a new Bullfrog Spa?
now in
stock at

you start, the earlier you are
done. You can start as early
as the day after Christmas.
There’s no point in buying early if you’re going to buy for full
price. Christmas shopping can
start December 26th. Although
you may feel the last thing you
want to do is shop after the
Christmas rush, stores often
have incredible sales immediately after the holidays, and
most items will be perfectly
good gifts the next year.
Check out sales throughout
the year, such as at the end of
summer. After-Christmas and
Boxing Day sales are a good
time to pick up wrapping paper and the like for the next
year for a pittance.
The hardest thing with
shopping is procrastination.
Make sure you put off procrastination. Many people end up
shopping last-minute because
they put off the inevitable. Instead, make a plan with solid
goals, dates, and timelines.
For instance, shopping will
be done by December 20th.
Put aside two evenings, twice
a week for 2 weeks to accomplish this task. Leave some
wiggle-room in case something comes up, but don’t
keep making excuses. It can
help to have someone who is
good about shopping to keep

you on track.
LIke everything, you want
to go at your shopping with
a plan. Maybe you’re not the
type of person who likes shopping, or don’t have the time to
browse for Christmas presents all year long. Instead, put
aside one period of time, like
a weekend or a special shopping trip.
Something everyone is
guilty of is misplacing presents. The early you shop, the
more hiding spots you will find
and forget about. Keep track
of your presents. Don’t lose
the present or forget who you
bought it for.
Have a designated area for
presents, such as a tote, section of closet, or attic. Be sure
that the present won’t be ruined by variations of temperature, humidity, mold, mice,
and so on.
Write the name of the designated gift-receiver on a removable sticker or piece of
tape. That way you’ll remember who you bought it for. If
you change your mind, it’s
easy to re-designate. Cross
their name off the list as soon
as possible to avoid forgetting
that you already bought them
something.
These tips should help you
with your procrastination. Remember the earlier you start,
the earlier you finish.

217-465-8484 info@d-isupply.com 2120 S. Main - Paris

Marshall VFW
Post #5975
112 N. 5th St.
826-5975

Wishing you Joy and Peace
during the Holidays and
throughout the New Year.

Ingrum
IngrumWaste
Waste Disposal
Disposal
Residential - Commercial - Industrial
Roll-off containers available

Paris - 465-3335

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
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Breakfast with Santa

Lance Brown with Santa.

Griffin Medsker with Santa.

Among those helping with the Santa Breakfast were (l-r) Debbie Pleij, Kate Pleij and Ty
Toner.

Marshall area
kids had Breakfast
with Santa at the
Marshall First
United Methodist
Church on
Saturday morning.
The event was
sponsored by Old
National Bank and
the Clark County
Optimist Club.

Kale Platt gets help from Dad Kenny
making an ornament.

Photos by
Gary Strohm

Ava Pancake makes a Santa bag.

Wishing you all the
Hope, Wonder, and Joy
that the Season can bring!

Akstynn Comstock enjoys the Santa
Breakfast with Dad Garrett.

Lawrence Gravel

Darwin 826-2800
Palestine (618) 586-5433

(l-r) Lainey, Lexi and Conner Strohm with Santa.
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Among those helping with the Santa Breakfast were (l-r) Gabi
Oliver Nichols with Santa.
Lashbrook, Tylea McGee and Savannah Lashbrook.
Malakai and Liberty Scott with Santa.

Alex and AJ Wernz make ornaments.
(left photo)
Victoria Wilson
made an
ornament.
Macie Monk with Santa.

Marshall Festival of Lights
Open nightly at the Clark County
Fairgrounds from 5pm to 9pm!

(l-r) Genevieve, Jason, mom Jessica, dad Jeff and Abigail with
Santa.

Warmest Greetings
of the Season and
Best Wishes for Happiness
in the New Year!

Wishing Your Family
a Happy Thanksgiving!

Marshall
Marshall
610 N. Michigan Ave., Marshall 217-826-6308

Martinsville
10 W. Cumberland, Martinsville 217-382-3430

during december, buy any new vehicle
on our lot and
receive a

$500

walmart gift card!

217-826-2346
marshall, il
866-826-ford

See our inventory
online at:
dorSettford.com
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White elephant gifts under $20
What’s the best gift to bring
to a holiday gift exchange? It
all depends on the group, the
guidelines, and your own personal style.
Gag gifts are always a
big hit, but there’s also nothing wrong with bringing a
nice item that people actually
want. Better yet, if you can
find something that’s both funny and useful, you’ve hit the
White Elephant jackpot.
Fortunately, the internet
is full of unusual products for
sale, if only you know where
to look. Here are some picks
for the top White Elephant gift
ideas for under $20.
Toilet Bowl Mug
This gift combines two
tried-and-true elements of gift
swaps: coffee mugs and toilet

humor. If you have a higher
price limit, you can sweeten
the deal with a pound of gourmet coffee.
High Heel Tape Dispenser
When you think of funny
or exciting gifts, a tape dispenser probably isn’t the first
thing that comes to mind. This
is no ordinary tape dispenser,
however. Perfect for office gift
exchanges.
Giant Snickers Bar
The holidays are a time
of big portions, but this is ridiculous. Given how popular
Snickers bars are, you can
count on this 1-pound monster being a popular item. Just
remind the lucky winner of this
giant candy bar that it says
“share” right on the wrapper.
Electric Wine

Bottle
Opener
If you’re
looking for something that people will fight
over, you probably can’t do better than this
electric wine bottle opener. It’s a brilliant
invention, and a lot of people don’t even
know that such a thing exists.
Flash Drives
Flash drives are always a crowd pleaser. If you know where to find ‘em, you can
scrounge up some really fun USB drives
like Star Wars, Legos, NERF and others.
Storage Water Bottle
You know what people actually (surprisingly) need more than coffee? Water.
Here’s a water bottle with storage. So when
they’re out and about, all they have to do
is throw their ID, car key, and maybe some
cash and they’re ready for adventure.
Tiki Fondue Set
In other “adorable food-related gift”
news… this Tiki Fondue for Two set is
something everyone needs in their life. Melt
your chocolate in the top dish and dip fruits
in.

Parade of Lights in Martinsville
The Martinsville Fire Ladies Auxiliary happily invites
you to the Parade of Lights in
Martinsville.
Now, you might be thinking, Season’s greeting! It’ that
time of year again and we are
excited to invite you to participate in the Annual MFLA Parade of Lights.
This year the Parade of
Lights will take place on the

evening of December 9 at
6pm. The Martinsville Fire
Ladies Auxiliary has worked
hard to bring this event to
Martinsville and is looking for
your participation. Check-in
and line-up will be from 3-5pm
at Davidson Field – Baseball/
Softball fields. The parade will
begin promptly at 6pm.
The opportunity to bring
the Parade of Lights to Mar-

tinsville again is very exciting,
and the Fire Auxiliary looks
forward to seeing you at the
event. Even Santa and Mrs.
Claus are planning to attend!
Everyone is invited to join
the fun. Entries can be floats,
trailers, horses, tractors, motorcycles, work trucks, the
possibilities are endless! Certificates will be awarded in
several different categories in-

May your home be filled with
all the joys of the season

Good
Health
for Life

Prust-Hosch Funeral Home

Office Hours

FOR ALL YOUR CARPET CLEANING NEEDS, CALL

Mon, Tues,
Wed, & Fri
9-5

Get On Track With
William L. King, D.C.
511 Locust St., Marshall, IL

217-826-8100

West Union · 217-279-3311

Robinson · 618-544-2131

511 Locust St., Marshall

217-826-8100

KING CHIROPRACTIC

goodwinefuneralhomes.com

cluding: Santa’s Choice, Best
Walking Group, Most Spirited,
Most Original, the Clerk Griswold Award, Fabulous Farmer, Spectacular Sparkles and
Beautiful Business.
There are a few special
rules and please keep these
in mind ad you create your
entry:
1. All entries must have
lights (moving or non-moving).
2. You may have walkers
pass candy/items to parade

King Chiropractic Clinic

303 S. 6th St., Marshall
Palestine · 618-586-2067

Kinetic Sand
It sounds like you have to be a kid at heart to
like this....wrong! You will want this in a bowl at
work to mess with when you are stressed. Kinetic
sand is squeezable sand to take any anxiety and
stress away.

watchers if you choose.
3. Minors must be accompanied by an adult or guardian. No exceptions.
4. You may not have any
one dressed as Santa or Mrs.
Claus.
If you have any questions,
please feel free to call or text
your entry to: Jenn Philips
at 217-512-9641 or Melisa
Ryan at 217-549-3066.
Bring the whole family to
Martinsville for a Hometown
Christmas!

Glad Tidings for the Holidays
Read Letters
and a Happy New Year!

(217) 826-2371

Flat Rock · 618-584-3200

High heel tape dispenser.

to Santa

from area 3rd
graders in
Holiday Guides
#4 and 5!

Gifts for her

It’s the hardest time of year
where you have to think of
what to buy for her. No worries! Here are some gift ideas
for her.
Birchbox of the Month
This fun subscription starts
at only $10 per month. Your
girl will receive deluxe beauty
product samples right at her
door every month. It will make
her feel like it is Christmas all
year.
Coco Chanel
Mademoiselle Perfume
You can’t go wrong with
buying your girl perfume by
Chanel. This perfume is the
latest best selling perfume this
year, she’ll love the notes of
jasmine, rose, bergamot, orange and vanilla.
Amazon Echo Show
Because now Alexa can
actually show you how to do
things instead of just telling
you! Watch your video flash
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briefings, listen to
music or watch videos, enjoy hands
free face-to-face calling, hook
it up to your home security
cameras or monitoring systems and simply ask Alexa to
“show you the front door” to
see who’s there. It can basically do everything that your
first echo could do, but now
way more!
Plaid Infinity Scarf
You can never have too
many infinity scarves. Buy
your girl a plaid infinity scarf
because that is what it is all
about this year.
Foreo Luna Facial
Cleansing Brush
The facial brush that everyone is talking about this year.
Perfect for sensitive skin,
small enough to bring with her
on the go (like a weekend getaway, to work, the gym, or just
for home use), and has a cool
anti-aging mode that helps
smooth and firms the skin.
S’Well Water Bottles

She’ll stay on trend with
any of these trendy water
bottles that, literally, almost
every celebrity has been photographed with.
Bose SoundLink Portable
Wireless Bluetooth Speaker
This speaker is sure to
please any lady on the go.
Plus, was it mentioned it’s
water resistant (hello beach!).
Experience up to 12-hours of
playtime on full-charge thanks
to the rechargeable battery.
Amazon Gift Card
Okay so not every lady
knows exactly what they want.
A lot of girls can be picky
shoppers. Buy her a gift card
to have on hand when she
knows what she wants and
can order it herself.
Lulu Lemon Scuba
Hoodie IV
This zip up hoodies is perfect for her to stay warm and
cozy on the way to yoga, or
hanging around the house.

Samantha Boesiger with her Pet Boutique items at Holly Day.
Strohm photo.

Need a gift?

A gift subscription to the Marshall Advocate is
a gift that keeps giving!

For information, call 826-3600

or visit strohmnews.com
Merry
Christmas
and a
Happy
New Year!

410 N 2nd St. - Marshall, IL

217-826-2358

Happy Holidays!
Marshall
Monument
Company

826-5732

happy hOlidays!

May the many gifts of this
blessed season be yours!

CheCk Out Our

20% Off

LPL Financial
511 Locust St., Marshall · 826-8089
Vick N. Bowyer Susan C. Saxton
Member FINRA/SIPC

Shelf Sale
117 S. 7th St. Marshall
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Brief history of the
ugly Christmas sweater
By Allison Berry
Before you go out and
get that new ugly Christmas
sweater for a party, maybe
you want to know the history
behind it. How did the ugly
sweater Christmas party fad
even get started?
The ugly Christmas sweater has become a ubiquitous
feature of the holiday season,
on par with grumbling about
Black Friday or wrestling with
the Christmas lights. These

tacky garments are now being re-appropriated from their
perpetual spot in the wardrobe of great-aunt Edna or
your third grade social studies
teacher. Telltale signs of the
ugly sweater are liberal use
of red and green, comically
large depictions of snowmen,
reindeer, and Christmas trees,
and any sort of pom-pom or
felt applique.
Though the sweater as a
garment has existed in the
U.S. since the late 19th cen-

Bob and Gina Battles of Marshall with their homemade peanut
brittle. Photo by Gary Strohm.

Waste Removal & Recycling
Services, Residential,
Commercial & Industrial
Application Services

1-800-546-2485

Proud supporter of
Clark County 4-H

tury, hideous holiday versions only
began to sprout up
in the last several
decades. Bill Cos-

by was a modern-day pioneer
of the trend and is revered as
an ugly sweater icon.
As Cliff Huxtable on his
eponymous ‘80s sitcom, the
family man’s uniform of choice
was a wooly pullover with
questionable color mixing and
patterns. Thanks to Cosby, as
well as Chevy Chase in National Lampoon’s Christmas
Vacation, these sweaters experienced a resurgence until
their popularity faded as the
‘90s began.
But in the past decade, the
trend has picked up steam
once more. According to the
Ugly Christmas Sweater Party
Book: The Definitive Guide to
Getting Your Ugly On, there
was a noticeable uptick in ugly
sweater parties around 2001,
and the tradition snowballed
from there. Now the tops are
bigger than ever, but in a very
hipstery, oh-so-ironic way.
Vintage stores, the Salvation
Army, and Goodwill are reaping the benefits of this craze,
but the trend has reached as
far as fast-fashion shops like

H&M and high-end retailers
such as Nordstrom.
Those who unwittingly
started the trend are now back
in on the action, as people
of all ages are feeling the
ugly-sweater fever. With the
rise of sweater-themed parties, guests young and old
are rushing to top each other
with the most frills, bows, and
gauche decorations yet.
Late night talk show host
Jimmy Fallon has created
a segment called “The 12
Days of Christmas Sweaters.”
There is a parody of MTV’s
teen documentary series entitled True Life: I Love Ugly
Christmas Sweaters.
Outside of pop culture, the
sweaters’ current popularity
can also be linked to trends
on the runway. Fair Isle knits
have been popular this season, as well as tribal prints;
both feature bold graphic
patterns in the same vein as
some of the holiday pullovers
– those on the tamer side, at
least.

Marshall Festival of Lights
The 27th annual Festival of
Lights is now open! You can
view the Festival of Lights at
the Clark County Fairgrounds
in Marshall nightly 5-9pm.
Among those contributing
to the success of this year’s

display: Terry Stephens, City
of Marshall, WMMC Radiio/
Magic 105.9, Clark County
Fair Association, the Marshall
Advocate, Clarksville Co-eds
4-H Club, Santa House Workers, Marshall High School

Happy Holidays
from

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT

OALE INSURANCE AGENCY
826-6323 · 627 ARCHER · MARSHALL

And the enthusiasm is
not limited to U.S. borders.
Christmas jumpers — that’s
sweaters to non-Anglophiles
— are simultaneously beloved
and reviled in the U.K. as well.
In an infamous scene from
Bridget Jones’ Diary, Colin
Firth wears a cringe-inducing
Christmas sweater that his
mother gave him to a holiday
party, which puts a (slight)
damper on the otherwise
dashing character.
Whether or not it constitutes a fashion faux pas, the
ugly Christmas sweater rouses an undeniably warm and
fuzzy feeling as it conjures up
memories of home and childhood. It’s also quite cozy and
practical in chilly winter weather.
After all, holidays are often
fraught with anxiety about the
financial drain of gift-giving
and the copious amounts of
family interaction. What better
way to de-stress than to throw
on an obnoxious sweater and
have a laugh?

TheEquity.com | 217.826.6331 |

Construction
Skills
Class,

Marshall High School Interact
Club, Kirchner Building Center
and Kesler Disposal.
Christmas
Committee
members are Rob, Nancy and
Bobby Smitley, Rob Crumrin,
Greg Keller, Stacey Speros
and Marilyn Smitley.
Volunteers include Bob
Smitley, Michael Smitley, Jill
Fahy, Clark County Compassionate Friends for decorating
the “Bandstand” Christmas
tree and Evadene Crumrin,
Charlotte Dashiell, Jill and
Greg Strohm, Denise Hoggatt,
Buffy Reed, Sara Stover and
Tina Clark for coordinating the
Parade of Lights.
Other activities from the
Christmas Committee include
the Parade of Lights, Santa
visits, coloring books and Letters to Santa.
The Christmas Committee
says thank you for your support and generous donations!
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Top ten places to go Christmas
shopping around the world
The most awaited time of
the year is the busiest season
for the retailers. While for the
rest of us it is a good excuse
to go shopping. Here are ten
choices of the best destinations to go Christmas shopping around the world.
#10 Stockholm, Sweden
Those who love Scandinavian style and design, will be
pleased to find numerous boutiques and furniture stores. Of
course the biggest Ikea store
in the world is an attraction on
its own, offering a wide range
of products. You can also try
some traditional specialties
like glögg and ginger bread
in the Christmas markets of
beautiful Stockholm.
#9 Copenhagen, Denmark
The hip city is a perfect
blend of Scandinavian cosiness and contemporary urban
living. Christmas is being celebrated there with thousands of
sparking lights, mulled wine,
amusement parks and delicacies – the town turns into
a winter wonderland. Find a
variety of shops in Strøget –
the longest pedestrian street
in Europe! Also discover the
quirky Christmas markets
in Christiania – the exciting
neighborhood in the city.
#8 Dublin, Ireland
The city is known for having a quite tempestuous nightlife – its hundreds of pubs attract visitors from all around
the world. Meanwhile during
Christmas the urban life becomes even more busy and
lively. Famous international
brands line up in Grafton
Street and Henry Street, while
Christmas market is being
hosted at Temple Bar. Discover the festive mood of always
vibrant Dublin, that definitely
knows how to have fun and is
hospitable to its guests.
#7 Vienna, Austria
Elegant and romantic,
the city of Vienna celebrates
Christmas with such grace.
The opulent buildings are decorated with sparkling lights,
making them look even more

magnificent. There are entire
pedestrian zones with shops,
that sell luxurious goods,
works of art, antiques and
more. Besides the stores, Viennese Christmas markets
are among the most favorite in
Europe and offer a wide range
of festive specialties.
#6 Milan, Italy
The capital of fashion is
ahead of the times and attracts fashionistas from all
around the world. In the shopping district you will find the
boutiques of nearly every Italian fashion house available.
This is the world-famous fashion hot spot! Besides the wonderful fancy shops, discover
the beautiful architecture and
the most famous piece – Milan
Cathedral – all sparkling and
Christmassy!
#5 Munich, Germany
The Bavarian capital won’t
let down the pickiest shopper. Many streets, boulevards
and squares are dedicated to
shops, cafes and restaurants,
all huddled in the center, making it easy to navigate. And of
course Germany is the motherland of Christmas markets
– discover them in Munich,
which boast a big variety of
stalls, that offer the best Ger-

man delicacies. Opt for German quality and Christmas
markets in Munich, situated in
Bavaria – the most beautiful
region of the country.
#4 Paris, France
Galeries Lafayette – one
of the most famous shopping
centers in Western Europe –
was opened in 1895 by Théophile Bader. The business
quickly took off and today it is
the most successful department store. The impressive
10-story building is located
in 40 Boulevard Haussmann.
Besides the impressive assortment, the store really pays
a lot of attention to Christmas
decorations. Its Christmas
tree always makes it to the top
of the lists ranking the best of
the best.
#3 Tokyo, Japan
Although not a Christian nation, Japanese however love
Christmas! The most eastern
country is always ahead of
the times, so you can find the
most recent technological innovations and surprise your
loved ones by purchasing
something truly unique and
never seen before! The entire
city and especially the shops
put up gorgeous Christmas
trees and festive decorations,

Just Paws
Talva Smith

Owner, Certified
Professional Groomer

Only the
best for
your pet!

Talva Smith

and
Training

Selling pecans at Holly Day for the Women’s Club were (l-r) Rosa
McKinney, Becky Clements and Donna Gamble. Photo by Gary
Strohm.
creating a mesmerizing experience.
#2 New York City,
United States
The Big Apple attracts visitors all year round of course,
but in December it becomes
especially festive and romantic. Thousands of colorful
lights shimmer in the streets,
Christmas music is playing
on every corner, a million
shopping centers and dining
opportunities make it one of
the best holiday destinations.
Among hundreds of various
stores Bloomingdales, Sak’s
5th Avenue and Macy’s are
among the largest and most
popular.
#1 London, England

There are some world famous department stores in
London – one of the best places to go shopping. Harrods in
Knightsbridge offers a variety
of goods since 1834. Find
more luxurious garments in
the West End at Liberty’s. Selfridges is the second biggest
store after Harrods, it opened
in 1909 on Oxford Street, often called the world’s best department store. Not to mention
the boutiques and markets
– there are plenty of those in
London. The stores are open
7 days a week and the assortment is so vast, that you will
find something for the pickiest
loved ones.

KUHN
DIRTWORKS,
INC.
Railroad Services Division

217-826-DIRT (3478)
kuhndirtworks.com

Full service
dog grooming
Dogs~
for all~All-Breed
breeds!

by appointment only:

Certified, Professional Groomer
217-932-9900
Call today to make an appointment!
Kent L. Mitchell, AAMS
4 West Main • Casey, IL 62420
cell: 574-355-9370

217-932-9900

4 West Main • Casey, IL 62420

826-3442

122 S. 5th St., Marshall
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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Marshall Parade of Lights
Photos by Gary Strohm

Emmanuel United Methodist Church - Charlie Brown Christmas.
Clark County Shrine Royalty.

Merry
Minion
ChristmasPike’s Peak
4-H Club.
The Montgomery-Welsh Family.

On Saturday, December 2 Marshall held
its annual Parade of Lights. There was tremendous participation by various churches, politicians, families and businesses.

DQ® Gift Cards Make Great Gifts!

Jason, Kami and Dala Billingsley on the First
Christian Church float.

1216 N. Michigan Ave.

826-5022

Have a
Happy
wonderful
Thanksgiving!
Holidays!

