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A u g u s t u s  
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

Augustinian 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Augustus will host the Trappe 300th Anniversary Civic Service on Saturday, 
November 4, 2017 at 1:00 PM in the Historic Old Trappe Church. The Reverend 
Dr. Karl Krueger will be our guest preacher. The entire Trappe community is in-
vited to this service.  
 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, November  12, 
2017 after the 10:30 AM service. The Women of the ELCA will serve lunch in Fellowship Hall and we will 
then proceed to the meeting. At this meeting, the voting members of the congregation approve the 2018 budget 
and elect Vestry members. Copies of the 2018 budget proposed to the voting members of Augustus by the 
Vestry will be available after each service on Sunday, November 5, 2017.  
 

What is the purpose of the Annual Congregational Meetings? 
The Annual Congregational Meeting is necessary to authorize the expense budget for the coming year 
and to elect Vestry members, who serve three (3) year terms. The Annual Congregation Meeting is an 
opportunity for the Augustus Lutheran Church family to gather and seek to discern God’s will for Au-
gustus in the coming year. Augustus has another Congregational Meeting in the early part of 2018 to 
deal with other topics.  

 
Who can vote at the Congregational Meeting?  

Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed members, during the current 
or preceding calendar year, shall have communed in this congregation and shall have 
made a contribution of record to this congregation. Members of this congregation who 
have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privilege of voice and vote at every reg-
ular and special meeting of the congregation. 

 
The Women of the ELCA will have a Thankoffering Service on Sunday, November  19, 2017 at the 10:30 
AM service. The Reverend Violet Little will preach on the work done by the Welcome Place, a ministry to the 
homeless in Center City Philadelphia.  
 
On Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 7:30 PM St Luke’s UCC will host a Community Thanksgiving Service 
with Pastor Martha Kriebel preaching.  
 
May the love of the Father surround you, the grace of Christ free you from your sins, and the Holy Spirit be 
your guide and strength, now and forevermore. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Weleck 

Trappe 300 Service 
On Saturday, November 4 at 1:00 pm, the Collegeville-Trappe Ministerium will present a ser-

vice in honor of the 300 the Anniversary of Trappe. Held in the Old Church, it will feature 
choir members from many of our Ministerium churches. Dress for the weather and join us! 
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Holy Baptism  
was administered on October 8, 2017 to  

Sloane Bauder 

May God bless Sloane and her family as she begins her journey of faith. 

 

November 2017 
 

 

 

If you receive this newsletter before November 4, please join us for the special service to commemorate the 300th 
Anniversary of Trappe.  It will be held in the Old Church on November 4 at 1:00 pm, with clergy and choirs 
from many of our ministerium churches participating. 

 

I thought I’d take some space this month to encourage you (and a friend?) to join us in Senior Choir for the 
Christmas Concert and/or Christmas Eve Service.  Contact me for more information, or just come to rehearsal 
Thursday at 7 pm!  

 

Did you know that singing in a church choir…  

…is a great way to meet new friends and feel a part of a group  

…is therapeutic, a time to put aside the other pressures and concerns of the day  

…provides musical memories that can comfort you in difficult situations  

…gives members a sense of self-worth and pride  

…teaches healthy posture and breathing techniques  

…develops habits for better enunciation in everyday speech  

…conveys that character and attitude make a significant contribu-
tion to any group  

…enhances the church’s ministry by adding beauty and aesthetic 
depth to worship  

…provides an anchor for regular church participation when it is so 
easy to get distracted  

 

Speaking of Christmas, our Community Concert will be held 
on Saturday, December 16 at 3:00 pm. This year’s program features 
our choir and bell choir in sacred and secular favorites of the Christ-
mas Season. Invite your friends – the program is open to the public 
(no tickets or reserved seating), and a free will offering will be received 
to support Augustus’ music program.   

  

From the Bench 
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Old Church Models 
Thank you to the many people who have ordered Old Church Models in support of our Old Trappe Church! 
Unfortunately, due to production problems with the manufacturer, we are experiencing a delay in delivery.  

You will be notified when the newest production batch is completed. Thank you for your patience! 
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Coordinator of Faith Development 
By the time you read this, the Sunday school children will have joined in a wonderful celebration of the 500th 

anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation with learning, music, games, treats and selfies with Martin 

Luther himself! 

November is a time for thankfulness.  We are thankful for the saints who have gone before us, for our parents, 

our church, our country, and for the wonderful Sunday school teachers who teach us about God. 

Martin Luther said, “God does not need your good works, but your neighbor does.”  Our thankfulness for the 

grace and blessings that God has given us leads us to do good for our neighbor.  In November the Sunday 

school children collect money to buy warm hats and gloves for the children of Silver Springs—Martin Luther 

School.  The website describes their mission: 

Silver Springs – Martin Luther School was founded in 1859 in Philadelphia as an orphan-

age.  Located today in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania, Silver Springs promotes trauma re-

covery and family reunification in a nurturing and healing environment with a quality educa-

tional program.  

Through trauma-informed approaches children are helped to heal and manage the overwhelm-

ing feelings and memories of the bad, sad and scary things that have happened to them. The 

children’s program offers comprehensive services including residential treatment for children 

ages 6-14, special education for grades K through 8, and community based services.  

Silver Springs provides a continuum of care that begins when a child enters care and continues 

well after a child leaves our programs. Family involvement is essential and encouraged when-

ever possible. Silver Springs – Martin Luther School fosters hope and faith in each child for a 

brighter future.  

In the words of one staff member, “My biggest reward is watching our children leave us with 

positive feelings and open hearts.” 

I thank God for Augustus and for each of you! 

Book Club in October!   
The next meeting of the Augustus Book Club will take place at 7:30 pm on Monday, 
November 20, 2017. We’ll be discussing 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress by Dai Sijie  

All are welcome! Come meet some new people and join in the discussion! 

Refreshments always served! Contact Karen McClain at office@augustustrappe.org 
with questions. 
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Vestry Members Special Area Home Phone E-mail Address 

Gary Wessner President 610-454-0106 gtwess@comcast.net 

Richard Allebach Vice President 610-948-3488 dallebach@verizon.net 

Brian O’Hara Secretary/Worship & Music 610-489-0417 brian.ohara24@gmail.com 

Janice Reiff Treasurer 610-385-7493 janicetreiff@gmail.com  

Frank DePaul Property 215-669-0677 fvdp52@gmail.com 

Jeanne Funk Comm.& Tech. 610-792-3830 jfunk@kpinterface.com 

John Kochel Outreach/Mutual Min. 484-945-0100 John.Kochel@thrivent.com 

Janet Stokes Parish Life 610-948-8554 sjastokes@aol.com 

Deb Augustine Christian Education 610-489-3869 Anniedwebb@verizon.net 

Bob Rodenberger Trust Fund Treasurer 610-489-3280 r.rodenberger7@gmail.com 

Jack Schatz Old Church 610-489-3176  

Karl Stefan Cemetery/Mutual Ministry 610-454-0373 kssurf@verizon.net 

2017 Vestry Members 

Notice from your Cemetery Committee 

In order to keep pace with inflation, anticipate increased maintenance costs, and 
provide for the future care of our cemetery, please know that effective January 1, 
2018, the cost of graves spaces will be $620 each for members and $1,550 each 
for non-members. 

The Luther Rose 
The beautiful stained glass window on the front of the elevator tow-
er contains a cross with the Luther Rose at its center. The Luther 
Rose, designed by Martin Luther himself, has served as the main 
emblem of Lutheranism from the very beginning of the Lutheran 
Reformation. 

The BLACK CROSS in the center reminds us that Jesus died to 
take the punishment for our sins. 

The RED HEART reminds us of the love God has for us in sending 
Jesus to be our Savior. The red of the heart is the color of the blood 
of Christ, shed for us and for our salvation. 

The WHITE ROSE helps us remember the work of the Holy Spirit 
who makes us pure and holy in God’s sight by bringing us to faith 
in Jesus and by helping us to live our lives for him. 

The SKY BLUE BACKGROUND pictures the joy of the new life 
God gives to all who believe and trust in him. 

Finally, the GOLDEN RING outlining the seal reminds us of our 
eternal inheritance – a home in heaven where we will enjoy com-
plete joy and happiness in our Savior’s Presence. 

-Pastor Weleck 

(From our Facebook Group—Check us out!) 

mailto:dallebach@verizon.net
mailto:jfunk@kpinterface.com
mailto:r.rodenberger7@gmail.com
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SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

SYG 
The Senior Youth Group would like to thank everyone who attended our Trunk or Treat event that was held on 
October 29th.  The cars were wonderful and the youth had a great time. Some friendly in house competitive-
ness made this a special event. 

September and October brought us registration, a Phillies game and the distribution of care boxes to last year’s 
seniors at college. 

November brings our first fundraiser of the year which is the Apple Pie sale.  If you’ve never had one, now is 
your chance.  We promise you won’t be disappointed.  All monies raised from our fund raisers are used to-
wards youth activities and our year end mission trip. 

Lastly, while we travel to Camden, New York to do mission work each year, we understand that there is work 
to be done in our own community.  If you have a project that you need help with, please do not hesitate to ask 
the SYG to help.  Our rules are simple, if you purchase that materials, we’ll do the work to the best of our abil-
ities.  Contact us at youth@augustustrappe.org. 
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Altar Servers:  Acolyte  Crucifer Torch Bearers 

November 5 Griffin Crothers Jennifer Beattie  

November 12 Aaron Crothers Owen Slack  

November 19 Piper Bouchard Ashley Tighe  

November 26 Casey Demark Cooper Demark  

Readers 8:00 am 10:30 am Lector 10:30 am Prayers 

November 5 Sandy Trauger Mike Taylor Sean McClain 

November 12 Earl Catagnus John Kochel James Lorah 

November 19 Laurie Mueller Jonathan Mueller Casey Demark 

November 26 Mildred Stuffle Alan Shunk Chris Dogonniuck 

Communion Assistants 8:00 am:  Debra Augustine  

November 5 John Kochel and Dave Schweitzer  

November 12 Janice Reiff and Jennifer Wentworth  

November 19 Bob Rodenberger and Gary Wessner  

November 26 Jeannie Funk and Sonya Sowards  

Ushers 8:00 am: Early Usher Team  

November  

Offering Tabulation   

November Janet Stokes, Jack Schatz, and Gary Wessner 

Altar Guild 8:00 am: Sally Sweeney    

November Mike Van Blaricum    & Joe and Donna Cooney 

November Worship Assistants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   Joseph Firth  Maura Cunningham Jay Adams  
John Kochel  
Mary Saylor  
Abigail Snear 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Brandon Snyder  
George Stokes 

Brandon Barish  
James Herr  
Nathaniel Long  
Kiersten Markert  
Minetta O’Boyle  
Jeffrey Whitman 

Hazel Giera  
Richard Opperman Jr. 

Ruth Frazier Lorna DePaul  
Shaun Fritts 

Michael Van Blaricum  
Summer Watts  
Tristan Watts 

Douglas Cornish  
Curt Reiser  
Beth Vida 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

  David Hess Kenneth Imes Sr.  Matthew Meeley  
Hogan Millheim 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Kevin Dubeck  
Brook Gabel 

Jacob Keim  
Harold Nelson 

Anthony Garro  
Martin Sweeney 

Joseph Cooney  
Ronald Hess  
Joshua Martin 

Sarah Interrante  
Sean Whitman 

Heather Lilienthal  

26 27 28 29 30   

Jack Cooney  
Brian O’Hara  
Madeline Reiser 

Matthew Cooney  
Ashley Tighe 

Piper Clark Shirley Heist  
Lucas McCrea  
Matthew Quirk 

   

November  

Birthdays 





As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit – we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, society, and the world. 
͠͠͠͠͠͠͠͠͠ 

Augustus’ Women of the ELCA Thankoffering Service/Quilt & Afghan Sunday will be held on Novem-
ber 19, 2017, at the 10:30am church service only.  The Reverend Violet Little of The Welcome Church of Phil-
adelphia http://www.thewelcomechurch.org, a church without walls serving Philadelphia’s homeless communi-
ty, will be our guest speaker.  Please mark your calendars & plan to attend.  You won’t want to miss this ser-
vice!!  The Reverend Violet Little is a very dynamic and bold woman - someone greatly admired for her minis-
try. 

The Rev. Violet Cucciniello Little of The Welcome Church best describes who 
(and whose) she is as a Child of God. She was born September 7, 1952 to my 
Italian Catholic family on New York’s Lower East Side. Baptized in St. Pat-
rick’s Old Cathedral two weeks after her birth, and confirmed eight years later, 
she was educated in the Catholic School system through college where she 
earned her B.A. in English from St. Joseph’s University in 1974, the first gradu-
ating class of women for that school. In that same year she married Willie D. 
Little, who, after forty plus years continues to be a source of strength and sup-
port for her on her life and faith journey. Willie and her have been blessed with 
two sons, Jason and Matthew. Jason, Jen, and their grandsons, Gabriel and 
Nicholas, live in Glenside; Matt lives in Pasadena, California. 

Growing up in a poor but loving family made her especially sensitive to the un-
fair distribution of resources in our society. That, along with the mandate of our 
God to show hospitality to the stranger, have shaped the various types of work she has done prior to her ordina-
tion in 1992, as well as following her ordination. This work has included working with families at risk, coordi-
nating programs for parents, serving as an ecumenical campus pastor at Philadelphia University, and leading 
Formation Groups as well as teaching at the Lutheran Seminary of Philadelphia. Her fifteen year pastorate at 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church increased her love for urban ministry and led her to find The Welcome Center, a 
place of hospitality and healing for people experiencing homelessness in Philadelphia. After three years of 
serving as founder of The Welcome Center, the community began to define itself as “church” and in 2010 she 
was called to be Mission Developer and pastor of The Welcome Church, a church without walls serving Phila-
delphia’s homeless community. 

Her experience in urban ministry also pushed her in the direction of a ten year training in the area of psychoa-
nalysis and psychoanalytic psychotherapy. Trained in both child and adult psychotherapy, she opened a two 
day a week low fee private practice in 1999. Her practice con-
tinues today with an office based at the seminary. In addition to 
the work she does with The Welcome Church and in her private 
practice, she is an active anti-racist and serves on the anti-
racism training team for the Chicago-based Women of the 
ELCA. She writes extensively, and has published a number of 
faith based articles and studies. She has served on the FDA as a 
consumer advocate, has worked with Women in Church and 
Society for the Lutheran World Federation in Geneva, and most 
recently has helped to form a national network in the ELCA for 
those of us working with people in poverty. In 2013 she re-
ceived The Purpose Prize, a national award allowing The Wel-
come Church to gain national recognition. For all these oppor-
tunities she has had to give witness to God’s amazing grace, 
she is most truly grateful. 

November 2017 
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Also on this day, quilts and afghans made by the Hearts and Hands Committee of 
Augustus’ Women of the ELCA under the direction of Mildred Stuffle will adorn 
the church sanctuary. The quilts will then be sent to Lutheran World Relief to be 
distributed to countries all over the world to help those people less fortunate.  The 
afghans will be taken to Laurel House, a shelter for abused women and children, in Norristown.  

In honor of Thankoffering, envelopes will be distributed for your donation in support of the life-changing min-
istries of Women of the ELCA programs, resources, leadership training, and operational expenses.  All the 
money collected will be sent directly to the churchwide organization of the Women of the ELCA. Make 
checks payable to “Augustus Women of the ELCA”.  Please be generous! Thankofferings show gratitude for 
God’s blessings and hope for all that is to come.  They give us an important and tangible way to express that 
gratitude and hope.  When significant or ordinary moments happen, it is our way of saying “thank you” to 
God! 

Thankofferings date back to the 1800’s when Christian women formed “mite” or “cent” societies to fund mis-
sion.  When others in the church said there was not enough money to carry out projects, the women believed 
otherwise.  In these societies, each woman collected offerings at home.  They would then gather as we do to-
day to worship and combine their offerings and offer them up with thanks and praise.  Together, we can do 
more than we could ever do alone.   

A Note of Thanks: A warm and hear tfelt “thank you” is extended to everyone who 
helped to clean & organize fellowship hall kitchen after the replacement of new floors. Es-
pecially, we would like to thank Fran Ivarson, Brian O’Hara, Dale O’Hara, Pat O’Hara, 
Gemma Patten, Janice Reiff, Deb Scholl, Jeff Stuffle, Mildred Stuffle, and Ann Walker for 
helping with this project so that it could be completed in a timely manner.  Fellowship hall 
kitchen is now back in full operation.  It looks awesome!!!   

The Upper Montgomery Conference began a Bible Study on “The Apostle’s Creed” 
from the Gather Magazine.  Session 3  of this Bible Study will be held on Tuesday, No-
vember 7, 2017, at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Pennsburg, PA.  Debra Long is the study leader.  “We be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit…The Holy Spirit breathes chaos into order, bringing the whole of creation into line 
with God’s plan.”  (Bible text:  John 20:24-31)  Coffee & treats begin at 9:30am and the Bible study begins at 
10:00am.  Bring your Bible and your November issue of the “Gather” magazine.  If you need a ride, please 
contact Fran Ivarson.  

 WELCA’s Next Girl’s Night Out will actually be a daytime event held on Saturday, November 4, 2017, @ 
11:30am.  We will be attending the Fall Luncheon and Fashion Show at Augustus in Fellowship Hall present-
ed by the Community Club of Collegeville with fashions by Chico’s.  Tickets are $15.  Please contact Deb 
Scholl to reserve your ticket (schollde@aol.com or 610-409-1950.  All women & girls are invited to join us 
for a wonderful time of fellowship & relaxation.  Thank you, Deb! 

The Hearts & Hands Committee continues to meet twice a month on the 1st Wednesday & the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 9:30am in Augustus’ quilting room.  Among an array of various projects that the 
committee embarks on, the ladies concentrate their efforts on making quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  The 
quilts will be on display for Thankoffering Sunday along with knitted/crocheted afghans for Laurel House, a 
shelter in Norristown for abused women and children. Currently, the committee is in need of people who can 
knit or crochet, and who are willing to help make afghans.  If you are interested in partaking in the efforts of 
this committee, the workshop will meet on Nov 1 and Nov 21.  You can also work from home at your leisure.  
New members are always welcome and no experience is necessary. For more information, please contact Mil-
dred Stuffle at 610-489-7461 or jandmstuffle@verizon.net. 

Augustus Women/ELCA will once again be collecting “Wish List” Items for the Children of Silver 
Springs - Martin Luther School for Christmas.   Silver Springs – Martin Luther School is a school for boys 
and girls who have endured tremendous trials early in life.  They have come to the school knowing only fear, 
anger, and a lack of hope.  Your gifts will put big smiles and exclamations of joy on their faces.  All gifts must 
be new, unwrapped, & put in the collection box located on the lower level of the new atrium by November 28 
to be delivered in time for Christmas.  Your gifts will be very much appreciated.  A special “thank you” to 
Fran Ivarson & Ann Walker for taking charge of this event.  Please refer to the children’s “wish list” items in-
cluded in this newsletter. 
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WELCA (continued) 

Your Holiday Purchases Can Support Augustus Ministries: 

Support WELCA through AmazonSmile! 

Now you can support Augustus Women of the ELCA with an even sweeter smile – an 
AmazonSmile, that is.AmazonSmile is a simple, automatic way for you to support Au-
gustus Women of the ELCA every time you shop at Amazon.com, at no cost to you. The 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate .5 percent of what you spend at Amazon to the 
Augustus’ Women’s Organization. Your privacy is protected – Augustus Women of the 
ELCA is never informed of your purchases, the amount you spend, or even that it’s you 

who’s supporting Women of the ELCA through AmazonSmile. It couldn’t be easier. 

How to shop AmazonSmile:  To shop with AmazonSmile, go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser 
on your computer or mobile device.  You might also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make 
it even easier to return and start shopping with AmazonSmile.  You can also download and install an exten-
sion on your browser so that you can go to our smile.amazon.com portal automatically.  If you use Internet 
Explorer, you should start each shopping session at the URL after making Augustus Lutheran Church 
your default charity. 

Sign-up your Credit/Debit Cards on eScrip.com and Augustus Women/ELCA will receive the eScr ip 
Rebate every time you use your cards when you shop, dine, or travel. The rebate could be as high as 10%.  
Please go to eScrip.com to sign-up or renew your cards today and see the many rebates that are available.  
Use ID #148993154.    There is nothing else that you need to do.  This fundraiser is easy, simple, & has the 
potential of making a lot of money.  If you have any questions, please contact Dale O’Hara at 610-489-0417. 

Savings Are In Bloom!!  Shop, save and earn for WELCA Augustus Lutheran Church.  
You can now shop online.  Participating in the eScrip rebate are Amazon, Macy’s, L.L. 
Bean, Old Navy, Boscov’s, Best Buy…..Just to mention a few.  Go online to view the 
complete list of participating merchants.  

Please continue to Save the Following Items and place them in the appropr iate box outside the church 
office:  Redner’s Tapes, eyeglasses, General Mills Box Tops for Education, and your old smartphones/cell 
phones/ipads/ipods.  We are no longer collecting Campbell soup labels. 

Regarding the collection of old smartphones/cell phones/ipads/ipods, please do not include 
chargers or other accessories. If you are recycling an iPhone, please turn off “Find My iPh-
one”.  Go to settings > iCloud, turn off “Find My iPhone”.  Currently, Smartphone Recy-
cling is offering an additional 20% cash bonus throughout 2017. 
 
Schedule Of Events  
Nov 1: Hearts and Hands Workshop 9:30am @ Augustus LC, Trappe 
   4: Girl’s Night Out – Fall Luncheon & Fashion Show 11:30am @ Augustus LC, Trappe 
   5: All Saints Sunday 
   7: Upper Montg Conference Bible Study @ St. Mark’s LC, Pennsburg – 9:30am  
     Topic:  “The Apostles Creed”  Session 3 Study Leader:  Debra Long 
   12: Congregational Mtg & Luncheon immediately following the 10:30am church service 
   19: Thankoffering/Quilt & Afghan Sunday – Rev. Violet Little, The Welcome Church  
   21: Hearts and Hands Workshop 9:30am @ Augustus LC, Trappe  
   23: Happy Thanksgiving! 
   28: Augustus’ Committee Night in the Chapel 7:00pm 
 
Dec 5: Upper Montg Conference Bible Study @ Grace LC, Pottstown – 9:30am 
     Topic:  An Advent Devotion Study Leader:  Rosalie Zukauskas 
   6: Hearts and Hands Workshop 9:30am @ Augustus LC, Trappe            

…..Dale O’Hara….. 
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Family Christmas Event with Your Augustus Family! 
Be engulfed in holiday cheer and join us for a dinner at the Cock ‘N Bull Restaurant in Peddler’s Village on 
Saturday December 2, 2017.  This event coincides with the Peddler’s Village Christmas Festival.  Come early 
to enjoy meandering through a magical shopping experience of small shops in a decorated village.  Bring your 
kids to see the Santa Parade at 1:30 PM or check out the elaborate display of gingerbread houses in the gaze-
bo.  Musicians will also be roaming the village to serenade your shopping experience.  Then be enchanted as 
the sun sets and one million lights which adorn the quaint village are illuminated.   

If you have never had the opportunity to experience Peddler’s Village at Christmas, this is your chance.  We 
will meet up as a group around 4:00 PM to have dinner as a church family.  This is a “Pay your own way” 
event” but I do need to know if you are coming so that we can confirm our reservation.  Come as early as you 
would like and stay as late as you want and, as always,…Bring a Friend!!!  
Contact Brian O’Hara at brian.ohara24@gmail.com 
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