Danger Zone
posted – April 11, 2016
Soon, a big decision concerning our students will be finalized. No discussion will be heard and no vote
will be called. Our board will keep their hands clean on this matter. They don’t want to seem as if they
micro or otherwise managing 1 Franklin Street. Hampton will NOT file the application – once again – to
fully participate in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program. With economically disadvantaged
children reported in the 60 percentile, the failure to participate in this program is suspicious. Part of what I
believe is the reimbursement generated by our children’s Food and Nutrition Service Fund. While I
always thought that reimbursement meant you got repaid for the amount of money spent – a non-profit
adventurer – apparently this food fund can be a windfall gain. With more than $5 million left over at the
end of the last two school years. Definitely makes one wonder why Hampton school board continuously
talks about elimination cafeteria monitors and possibly having teacher pick-up the slack. Those 52 parttime (counted as 26 full-time) cafeteria monitors are costing the district $250,000. A measly fee to keep
teachers happy and students helped with opening their milk and encouraged to eat their meal, but it does
cut into the profit of this non-profit fund.

Cafeteria monitors were moved from
the operating fund to fund 51 in FY15.

School Board’s
Approved 2015 Budget
Hampton school board in FY14, planned to spend $1,200,000 on Capital Outlay in our schools cafeterias.
What they must have seen or heard during inspections of our schools. Our board wouldn’t budget for
equipment in our children’s lunchrooms wastefully.

School Board’s
Approved 2014 Budget

Apparently they would. Hampton City Schools spent 77% less than what was budgeted. Is this
mismanagement of our children’s Food and Nutrition Service Fund by delaying necessary purchases for
which the funds exist?

Hampton City Schools
2014 Annual School Finance Report
A student was complaining that at their school the cold food was hot and the hot food was cold.

Hampton Health Department
That makes since. Food at our children’s schools can remain in the “danger zone” for up to 4 hours.
What does the consumer think of this –
http://www.hamptonschoolfacts.com/uploads/17_February_2016_School_Board_Meeting.pdf.
Something had to give to save energy. Our cafeteria serving lines must be a prime target. Cenergistic http://www.hamptonschoolfacts.com/uploads/PTA_Candidate_Forum_-_1_April_2016.pdf.
The excuse that it will cost the district if Hampton were to fully participate in CEP has been repeated
often. If we look at a school district that fully participates for comparison maybe we can understand this
fear that Hampton has.
I pick Richmond City. This is plain and simple. Richmond’s Food Service Fund balance at the end of the
FY15 increased rather than decrease. To be exact, Richmond reported saving an additional
$1,112,754.24 to carryover.
Hampton has also blamed parents for not turning in the proper forms so the district can participate fully in
CEP. There are no forms for parents to turn in.
“Identified Students are defined as students certified for free meals through means other
than individual household applications; this primarily includes students who are directly
certified for free meals on the basis of their participation in the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF);
homeless students, runaways, migrant youth, Head Start, Even Start and foster children
approved by means other than meal application. The number of identified students is
NOT the same as the total number of students eligible for free and reduced priced meals.
Identified students are only those students eligible for free meals based on the list above.

Students who are categorically eligible based on information, such as a case number,
submitted through a free and reduced price application are NOT included.”
VDOE
CEP application

Hampton City Schools website
http://www.hampton.k12.va.us/news/2016March/breakfast.html
This should ensure a more favorable review of the food by consumers.

