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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
It’s hard to believe that summer is gone already. It’s a
bit of a blur with all of the pack trips, the training trail
rides, and the work parties.
The Mother Lode Unit packers were able to assist the
trail restoration crew in the Mokelumne Wilderness for
the third year in a row. The crew was restoring the trail
going from Tanglefoot to Summit City. Our packers
carried the crew’s kitchen, food, tools, and gear to the
designated areas and then went back a week later to help
bring everything out.
From Mokelumne, we went to the Desolation
Wilderness. Tom Celio once again let us overnight at
his place in Myers so we could get to the trailhead bright
and early. We had one day between the pack out of
Mokelumne and the pack in to Desolation – what better
way to spend it than hanging out around the trailers,
cleaning our gear, and de-compressing. Thanks, Tom,
for your hospitality.
One of the good things about BCHC is that we have
other units to share with. Folks just like us who enjoy
doing the same things we do. And they’re all over the
State! We were fortunate enough to get some pack
support from our neighboring unit, Mid Valley. When
we found we were a little short of packers this past
August, Lee Owning from the Mid Valley Unit stepped
up to help us with two of our trips.
While some of us were assisting the Forest Service, Russ
Neisz was assisting the Tevis. He reported back that
“that small packing job that I did for the Tevis crew up
at Hodgson's cabin went well. They were glad they
contacted us and will likely use us out there again next
year for the same event. They were very nice people and
took good care of me (food and drink and entertainment)
while I was there.” Russ was on stand-by during the
Tevis ride just in case they needed veterinarian supplies
packed in to a remote accident location.

www.bchmlu.org

rider getting trained, I couldn’t say – I’m guessing a
little of both. But it’s always training and it’s important
in order to keep your equine ready to safely do the jobs
we volunteer to do for the Forest Service. The Mother
Lode Unit does a “training” trail ride every month.
Check out our calendar to see what’s coming up. If
you’d like to have input into next year’s training ride
schedule, contact Kathy Goodrich.
The Mother Lode Unit is now the proud owner of a 7 x
16, dual axle, enclosed trailer! Thanks to a generous
donation from the estate of Lori Oldfather, we were able
to buy it to store unit equipment, supplies, and historical
files. If you are storing MLU “stuff” in your barn,
garage, or spare bedroom, contact me to make
arrangements to move it to the trailer. Thanks to our
Trailer Steering Committee (Lucy Badenhoop, Jerry
Heitzler, and Al Kaiser) and to Chris Chaloupka, Daryl
Shankles and Becky Wolk for bringing possible trailer
purchases to the committee.
Two of our Board members found it necessary to resign
from the Board of Directors. Our thanks go to both
Linda Larkin (Vice-President) and Jere Schaeffer
(Member-at-Large) for their service. And our thanks go
to Kathy Goodrich and Melba Leal for stepping up to fill
those positions through the end of 2014. We’ll be voting
at our November Pot Luck meeting which will be the
afternoon of Sunday, November 16th. Mark your
calendar and watch for the pot luck details. Give me, or
one of our other board members, a call if you’d like to
be nominated for a Board position.
And while you’re marking your calendars, don’t forget
the 2015 Rendezvous at the Angels Camp fairgrounds in
March and the BCHA Annual Conference in Sacramento
in April. It will take a lot of volunteers to make these
events successful.
Enjoy your autumn! Remember – Keep the leather side
up and the steel side down – God Bless America!
Mike Kohlbaker, President

Whenever we take our horses or mules out on the trail,
there is training going on. Whether it’s the animal or
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MLU MEMBERS HELP WITH 4-H BACKCOUNTRY
HORSE PROJECT
By Jerry Heitzler

In addition to grant money awarded to the project,
members of the BCH MLU contributed time and
equipment to the El Dorado County 4-H Backcountry
Horse Project that served eight 4H campers (5 girls and
3 boys) with the help of two junior 4H leaders, nine
adult 4H leaders, and at least three other adult
volunteers and presenters.

Saturday morning had us on a long, dusty trail ride to
Gerle Creek Reservoir and back to camp, followed by
dinner and a discussion of LNT principle #5 on
Minimizing Campfire Impacts, presented by a BCHC
Wilderness Rider member of the Mother Lode Unit.
Sunday morning was the poker ride, followed by an
afternoon of fun and games on horseback, including a
Cup Race, Musical Tires, Ribbon Race, Water Glass Race,
Egg Spoon Race, and the ever-popular Grandpa’s
Underpants Race.

The El Dorado County 4-H Backcountry
Horse Project was sponsored and funded in
large part by a BCHC youth grant awarded
to and administered by the BCH Mother
Lode Unit, thanks to the grant proposal
writing efforts of Cathy Andrews, 2013
Education Committee Chairperson for
Mother Lode Unit.
The BCHC grant was awarded to Mother
Lode in order to provide opportunity for youth to
experience a horse camping week that incorporates the
seven principles of Leave No Trace outdoor ethics in the
hope that it would instill a desire to carry on the legacy
of livestock use in the backcountry for future
generations. Cathy Andrews was the camp director for
the project.

Upon the arrival of the 4H-ers and their horses on
Friday evening, LNT principals 1-3 were discussed and
illustrated by (1) discussing the plan for the week, (2)
setting up minimal-impact high lines for the horses and
mule, and (3) showing the campers how they will do
their dishes after meals, and making them aware of the
proper use of latrines supplied for the campout. Fun
‘get acquainted’ games were played around the
campfire before a strict 9 PM bedtime.

All races were at walk/trot for safety and to protect the
meadow. Campers wrote ‘thank you’ notes to the
various sponsors who provided prizes for the games.

Later Sunday afternoon we were entertained by some of
the 4H-ers with a skit illustrating LNT Principle #4
“Leave what you find,” using the stones (artifacts) of
one of the historic stone cellars as an example. Sunday
evening our guest line-dance instructors gave the 4H-ers
lessons in line dancing, which was quite a big hit.
Monday morning, the 4H-ers gathered in rapt attention
as BCH Mother Lode members Jere Schaeffer and Jerry
Heitzler teamed up to present a mule packing
demonstration.
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4H (continued from page2)

The afternoon found the group on another trail ride
followed by an evening of skits and fun around the
campfire.

Tuesday offered yet another trail ride for the most hardy
and fun around camp for the others who played games
before the evening activities, including more discussion
of LNT Principles.
Wednesday ended our week with the bittersweet task of
breaking camp. After packing up, we had group photos,
signed the scrapbook in Les' Mess Hall, and distributed
awards for best LNT campers.

WANT A HORSE CAMP AT BUCKS LAKE??
By Marlene Rold

BCHC Sutter Buttes Unit is starting a proposal for a
new horse camp in the Bucks Lake Area. We will
be working with the Forest Service on this project. It
may take all winter, but we are hoping to have a
plan in place before next summer.
At the very least we are hopeful that we can find a
place for horse camping and access to the Bucks
Lake Wilderness trails (elevation 5167 feet) as well
as numerous other trails in the area that need
better parking established for trail access. Presently
few equestrians use the area. A majority is day use
only. In the past unless you know someone or own
property up there, the area has been minimally
used by the trail riding public. We want to change
that, therefore we are very interested in hearing you
comments and feed back for this.
1. Are you familiar with the Bucks Lake Recreation
Area and Wilderness? If not it is approximately 40
miles from Lake Oroville using Hwy162, or coming
from Quincy at Hwy 70, it is approximately 17 miles
to Bucks Lake.
2. Would you like to see a horse camping facility in
this area?
3. Would you use it if we had a horse camp run by
the Forest Service? If not, why?

The facility at Stone Cellar was comfortable in the
meadow with trees for high lining the stock. The
weather was perfect and the food was terrific, thanks to
BCH member and 4H leader, Tom Celio and his
superlative cooking skills.

BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA
PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE
To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of
horses in America’s backcountry and wilderness.
To work to insure that public lands remain open to
recreational stock use.
To assist the various government and private agencies in
their maintenance and management of said resource.
To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in
the wise use of the backcountry resource by horsemen
And the general public commensurate with our heritage.

4. What are your horse camping needs? Example:
running water, corrals, tables, fire pit, pull-through
trailer or back-in parking.
All ideas are welcome! We will be using your emails
and comments as proof to the Forest service that
there is a need for a horse camp. Please reply
directly to... yndot@hotmail.com
Thank you for your comments.

ATTEND A SPECIAL SCREENING OF
AMERICAN MUSTANG: THE 3DMOVIE
American Mustang The Movie 3D needs your
help! All ABout Equine Animal Rescue is hosting
this screening, and they have only a few weeks to
confirm for October 22! Come see a great movie
and support wild horses! Buy your tickets now for
the October 22 showing, 7:30 – 8:40 PM at Century
Folsom 14, 201 Iron Point Rd, Folsom.
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Mustangs (continued from page 3)

The intricate dance between a man and a wild
horse presents lessons for us all including the
battle-hardened special interest groups fighting
over the American Mustang

Daryl Shankles reported that we have been offered
approximately 1,000 free equestrian related books which
we could use as raffle items or give away to youth
groups. They will need cleaning and categorizing.
Carolyn offered to take them for us.

Don't miss your opportunity to see this important
film that's getting great reviews and raising
awareness about the plight of our wild horses and
burros across the nation. For this to happen, only
17 more people are needed by October 13 to book
tickets at only $12 admission. Book your tickets
and watch
the trailer
using this
link:

We need to begin planning our 2015 ride schedule and
consider moving our rides to the 4th weekend of the
month.

www.tugg.com/events/10910#.VBtLb0ZBoKw.yahoomail

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM
Norma Kohlbaker, Secretary

Chain Saw Certifications: Some of our members have
not yet been issued their chain saw certificates.

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
August 18, 2014
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President
Mike Kohlbaker. Present: Mike Kohlbaker, Linda
Larkin, Norma Kohlbaker, Al Kaiser, Jerry Heitzler,
Carolyn Gilmore, Bob Gilmore, Cordell Van Rees, and
Daryl Shankles; Excused: Lucy Badenhoop. Guests:
Kathy Goodrich, Becky Wolk.
Jerry Heitzler will schedule a Pack Clinic for April 2015.
A flyer will be created far enough in advance to allow
for advertising.
Carolyn Gilmore said October 25th was suggested as a
fall clean up day for the El Dorado Trail. Carolyn will
schedule.
Jon Erickson has picked up the sign posts for the
Wrights Lake area from Jerry Ledbetter and is having
the letters painted.
A fundraiser at Jack Brooks will be scheduled for
September 2015.
Jon Erickson and Jerry Ledbetter are talking about the
need for a manure bunker at Wrights Lake. If the board
is interested, Jerry Ledbetter will obtain plans and
estimate costs with a target date in the spring of 2015.
Kathy Goodrich distributed a Horse Evacuation/
Emergency Call-Out List. ML has offered assistance to
a member to create a defensible area around her home in
the fall when tree cuttings can be burned.
There was discussion about continuing our Education
Fund now that the funds have been spent. Carolyn
Gilmore made a motion to continue the Education Fund
by allocating 5% of money received from fundraisers to
this fund. Bob Gilmore seconded and the motion
passed.

Neva Yarborough admiring the fog through
the trees at Pt. Reyes

GENERAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
September 22, 2014
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President
Mike Kohlbaker at Denny’s in Cameron Park. Guests:
Associate Members Jack and Nancee Peebles, and Sonja
Vargas from CalStar.
Sonja Vargas described CalStar’s Mission, Service, and
Membership Program. We agreed to form a group under
the name Back Country Horsemen of CA. If we have
between 25 and 150 memberships, the cost will be $35
per membership. A membership includes everyone in a
household. We agreed that we will extend our group to
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General Meeting Minutes (continued from page 4)

extended family members. Contact Kathy Goodrich for
more information.
MLU will hold a pack clinic in April 2015. Members
interested in working on the planning should contact
Jerry Heitzler.
Jerry Heitzler said that the 4H Youth Camp was very
successful.

Cheryl Kaiser was presented with the Top Hand award
for 2013 for her years of service as our Treasurer.
A sympathy card was circulated for Claudia Ball for the
loss of her husband.
Meeting adjourned at 9:35 PM

Norma Kohlbaker, Secretary

Mike Kohlbaker reported that trail junction signs for the
Wrights Lake Recreation Area have been created.
Placement will be next year.
Lucy Badenhoop reported that Phase I has been
completed and Jere Schaeffer has resigned as Project
Lead on the Caples Creek Project. Phase II requirements
have been identified. The entrance sign will be funded
by our project. An example was circulated for review.
Estimated $15,000 effort to complete the graveling.
Members who can help search for grants and do other
computer work are encouraged to contact Lucy.
Kathy Goodrich reported on Training Rides that nine
members rode at Robie Park August 16-17, and
eight members rode at Skillman Horse Camp on
September 20-21. The ride at Pt Reyes National
Seashore October is 17 – 19. Call to get on the waiting
list.
Norma Kohlbaker reported that we’ve sold at least 92 of
our 142 Calendars. We have until the end of the year to
sell all of them.
The Wilderness Act 50th Anniversary celebration is the
weekend of October 10th through the 12th in Red Bluff.
We’ll set up an LNT Camp. Members are encouraged to
attend.
2015 Rendezvous will be March 13 – 15 at the
fairgrounds in Angels Camp. We will need volunteers to
help with activities throughout the weekend including:
Auction and Raffle – Carolyn Gilmore, Co-Chair
Facilities and Grounds – Bob Gilmore and Jerry Heitzler
Wine and Cheese Reception –Lucy Badenhoop and
Kathy Goodrich.

Lucy at Work

THE DANGERS OF DRINKING AND RIDING
By Stacey Oke, Weird Horse News, 7 Nov 2013
Alcohol was to blame in the recent arrest of Patrick
Schumacher, 45, who was taken into custody by the
University of Colorado Police Department in Boulder,
Colo., for driving under the influence while on
horseback and animal cruelty. Schumacher failed a
sobriety test and a search of his backpack revealed a gun,
several beers, and a pug named Bufford.
The horse and pug were held overnight by the local
humane society but were released back into
Schumacher’s care on Tuesday September 10th.
Schumacher then remounted and continued the 600-mile
trek to Bryce, Utah, for his brother’s wedding. When
police asked Schumacher why he was riding,
Schumacher informed them he had lost his driving
license.

Kathy Goodrich said the unit received a call to assist at
the evacuation shelter for animals in Placerville. A
number of members went to Placerville to help but it
turned out that they were not needed.
Carrie Johnen and Carolyn Gilmore will be speaking to
the American River Patrol about fire/emergency
evacuation procedures.
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CAPLES
CREEK
COMPLETED

BRIDGE

PROJECT

by Randy Kirkbride

Those of you who have had a chance to ride out of
the new Caples Creek Trailhead have most likely
seen the condition of what is called the Silver
Bridge. This bridge was installed back in the 80's.
The glue laminated handrails and walking deck
planks were in need of replacement, and as part of
the Caples Creek Project, we had planned on
helping repair the bridge to make it safe for hikers
and equestrians to use the bridge.

On the 29th of July the project began with both
Elegant Ears and Backcountry Horsemen, along
with District Forest Service personnel, three
packers from the "Pack Stock Center of Excellence"
out of Inyo NF as well as other volunteers.
Jere Scheaffer, Frank Henderson, and Randy
Kirkbride provided packing services for the tools,
other materials, and food for the project. We also
packed out the old wood that was removed from
the bridge. Jerry Heitzler of MLU helped pack out
the old wood.

Hooligan
Before

Back in June, while Jere Schaeffer and I were
attending the Wilderness Ranger Academy, we had
the pleasure of becoming acquainted with Lee
Roeser and Michael Morse of the "Pack Stock
Center of Excellence.” They learned of our bridge
project and offered to help us with it. We agreed to
help them design a campground to replace the
destroyed Agnew Meadows Equestrian Camp.

Before leaving, the FS packers gave a quick clinic
on how to pack boards on a mule. We found we
were a few boards short for the handrails, so on
Friday Jere trained his mule, Hooligan, to carry the
last needed boards as the FS packers were already
on their way home.
Lee Roeser, Michael Moser and Corey of the "Pack
Stock Center of Excellence" provided the packing
expertise for packing in the twenty-one 2x12x10ft
and twenty-four 2x6x8ft boards up the one mile of
trail to the bridge site.
The whole project was like a well oiled machine,
everybody pitched in and did their jobs and
enjoyed the work. Cathy Bounds of the Forest
Service provided lunch for the two days of work at
the bridge. The end reward on Friday was a
completed project and a safe bridge and Jere
Schaeffer had the honor of being the first to cross
with his mules.

After

Thank you to all the volunteers who made this
project a success.
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MOVE CLAIMS 57 MUSTANGS
Horse Channel.com (September 2014)

Nearly 60 Mustangs died after being moved from an
open pasture to a corral facility. Paul McGuire, Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) spokesman, said the
agency was notified in March that the owner of the open
pasture near El Dorado, Kansas, would not renew its
contract. So, on June 1, 493 animals were moved to a
corral facility near Scott City, Kansas, McGuire said.
In August, the corral facility's contractor notified the
BLM that between June 22 and Aug. 5, a group of
transferred mares had died. As of Aug. 15, 57 mares,
ages 15 to 19 years, had died. On Aug. 11, the BLM
ordered a team of experts, including BLM personnel and
a USDA Veterinarian, out to Kansas to investigate.
The veterinarian determined that the animals had died as
a result of age and stress related to the relocation. A
shift in feed from pasture grass to processed hay was
also blamed for the deaths. “They just didn't do well in
the corral environment,” McGuire said. “There was no
indication of infectious or contagious diseases as causing
the deaths.”
During the investigation, the veterinarian also
determined that a group of other mares likely would not
survive. “They had not been taking food or water for
some time and the veterinarian determined that they had
little or no chance to survive,” McGuire said. Those 13
mares were subsequently euthanized.
Meanwhile,
McGuire said veterinarians have increased the amount of
feed given to the surviving relocated horses and have
increased the ratio of alfalfa to grass in the hay mix fed
to those animals.

SAVE TIME AND MONEY--SHOP ONLINE!
Earn cash back while shopping from home! Search for deals
such as free shipping, instant savings, coupons, and more by
visiting www.zamzuu.com/bchc
Some of the key features you’ll find on the BCHC shopping
website include:
Apparel and Accessories, Automotive, Electronics, Health and
Beauty, Home and Garden, and Movies, Music and
Entertainment.

The Ultimate Shopping Experience!
Please help make this exciting new program a success
for the Backcountry Horsemen of California.

Patient Mules at Caples
As I hurtled through space, one thought kept crossing
my mind –- every part of this rocket was supplied by the
lowest bidder. ~ John Glenn
A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match
for me at kickboxing. ~ Emo Philips

CHILDREN TALKING ABOUT THE OCEAN
If you are surrounded by ocean, you are an island. If you don't
have ocean all round you, you are incontinent. (Mike, age 7)
This is a picture of an octopus. It has eight testicles. (Kelly,
age 6)
Some fish are dangerous. Jellyfish can sting. Electric eels can
give you a shock. They have to live in caves under the sea
where I think they have to plug themselves into chargers.
(Christopher, 7)
The ocean is made up of water and fish. Why the fish don't
drown I don't know. (Bobby, age 6)
My uncle goes out in his boat with two other men and a
woman and pots and comes back with crabs.
(Millie, age 6)
My dad was a sailor on the ocean. He knows all about the
ocean. What he doesn't know is why he quit being a sailor and
married my mom. (James, age 7)
When ships had sails, they used to use the trade winds to cross
the ocean. Sometimes when the wind didn't blow the sailors
would whistle to make the wind come. My brother said they
would have been better off eating beans. (William, age7)
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2014 MOTHER LODE UNIT OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Email: bchmlu@sbcglobal.net
Webpage: www.bchmlu.org
Officers
President
V. President
Secretary
Treasurer
State Director
Alt. Director
Membership
Editor
Webmaster

Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
Kathy Goodrich
(916) 835-8498
Norma Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
Lucy Badenhoop
(916) 216-7040
Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
Appointed as Necessary
Daryl Shankles
(530) 558-0060
Corky Layne
(530) 589-6914
Carrie Johnen
(209) 245-5617

4horsen@sbcglobal.net
kathy.goodrich@ucdmc.ucdavis.edu
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
badenhoop@comcast.net
4horsen@sbcglobal.net

Board Members
At Large

Bob Gilmore
Melba Leal

(530) 620-4994
(530) 622-5205

wildroseranch@wildblue.net
apachejam@hughes.net

Jerry Heitzler
Mike Kohlbaker
Bob Gilmore
Carolyn Gilmore
Cordell Van Rees
Mike Kohlbaker
Kathy Goodrich
Mike Kohlbaker
Becky Wolk
Al Kaiser
Jerry Heitzler

(916) 424-8105
(530) 620-4994
(530) 620-4994
(916) 956-4657
(916) 424-8105
(916) 835-8498
(916) 424-8105
(530) 622-1907
(916) 687-7094
(530) 391-6822

4horsen@sbcglobal.net
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
cvanrees@sbcglobal.net
4horsen@sbcglobal.net

Committee Chairs
Education
Horse Expo
Public Lands
Rendezvous
Rides

Trail Projects

rd

gottshank@yahoo.com
corkylayne@sbcglobal.net
cjubilee@comcast.net

4horsen@sbcglobal.net
rwbzbranch@localnet.com
dbldiamond47@frontiernet.net
secrtvly@gmail.com

COMING EVENTS

Board meetings are on the 3 Monday of February, April, June, August, October, December.
General meetings are on the 4 th Monday of January, March, July, September, and November.
(You must be a current member of BCHC to participate in any unit’s activity involving animals.)

For Training Rides contact Kathy Goodrich (916-835-8498)
10/10-12
10/18-19
10/20
10/25
11/12
11/15-16
11/16
12/10
12/15
12/20-21
2015
3/13-15
4/22-25

Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness Act, Red Bluff
ML Training Ride, Pt Reyes
ML Board Meeting, Denny’s, Cameron Park
ML Work Day, El Dorado Trail
ML Training Ride, Granite Bay, Folsom Lake
ML Training Ride, Sly Park
ML General Meeting/Election and Annual Pot Luck, Cordell and Linda Van Rees’ in Loomis
ML Training Ride, American River Parkway
ML Board Meeting, Denny’s, Cameron Park
ML Training Ride, Pena Adobe
Rendezvous, Angels Camp Fairgrounds
BCHA National Meeting, Sacramento
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The Caples Lake Bridge Project Workers
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