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Now that March Madness is over,
the rains are pretty
well done, and
spring is knocking
on the door. It's
now time to take
stock of where we are and where
we are headed.
Our current Rail Duster class is
exceeding our hopes and
expectations, and have finished all
of the Mainstream calls. Arlen
must be pleased with the group's
progress because we
haven't heard him say
"We're gaining on it"
more than once a
class. Now the Rail
Dusters are making
plans for their June
graduation.
We are getting ready for "The
Great California Adventure" which
is taking place in Anaheim in May
with side trips and fun for all.
The size of our monthly dances
has been increasing steadily. Our
new slate of officers for the Trail
Dusters (see page 6) are a great
group of dynamite people who will
no doubt take us to new heights.
So, as your presidents, we want
you to know how thankful we are

1

to be currently working with such a
dedicated group of talented
officers, and how happy we are to
be able to take the credit for the
great job they are doing. With
everyone’s help, the Trail Dusters
family are at a new level of skill
and friendship. Your direction and
your energy are what makes the
Trail Dusters such a wonderful
dance club.
Many thanks to you all.
We'll see you in
a square.
Marilyn & Len
Bloom
Your
Presidents

NEXT BOARD MEETING
APRIL 4 , 2017
7:30 P.M.
LYNN & JOEL OVADIA’S
HOUSE

KNOW YOUR APRIL
8TH CALLER
ROD SHUPING

Welcome the warmer weather
and the flowers - we have
already had the showers
Come out to our monthly Club
dance on Saturday, April 8, with
Rod Shuping calling. Rod is one of
those callers who has a lot of fun
calling – and that translates into all
dancers having a great time. It’s a
pleasure to dance to his easy style
and upbeat music. You will know
most of his tunes and you will
catch yourself singing along! Milo
will be there cueing the round
dancers with his usual smooth
style that the dancers enjoy ( they
make round dancing look easy!).
Of course there will be food – as
always it will be plentiful and
delicious. If you have not learned
by now let me repeat that eating at
a Square Dance involves no
calories. That’s right there are no
calories consumed. Somehow by
magic they disappear.
Please plan to attend – come out
and support your Club and the
Board of Directors. These monthly
dances are fun and one of the
reasons for going to classes each
Wednesday. An evening of
friendship, laughter, conversation
and food – all this for $7.00 per
person! It is the best entertainment
bargain in town - see page 10.
Your roving reporters from Canada
Shirley &
Collin Brown
Publicity
Chairs
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The April 8 Trail
Dusters dance will
be called by a long
time friend of the
local dancing
community, Rod Shuping. Rod
has been calling Square Dances
since 1971. He loved calling so
much that in 2008 he gave up
working a day job and became a
full time caller.
Rod is also very creative. He has
recorded many top ten Square
Dance Singing Calls and has
helped produce many more. He is
a co-owner and producer of three
Square Dance record labels – Fine
Tune,Gold Wing & Sharpshooter.
Rod and his lovely wife, Gail, were
married in 1978. They have three
children and five grandchildren.
They feel that square dancing has
been a major part of their lives. It
has brought them many lifelong
friends that have shared the good
times that came their way.
Rod wants the dancers to have an
enjoyable time when they attend a
dance. And he will do his best to
make sure that we have lots of
laughs. So come on out for an
energetic, fun evening with Rod
and your Trail Duster friends.

Pat Kessler
Your “Caller Booker”

spinchain@sbcglobal.net

colshirl35@gmail.com
List of 2017/2018 callers –
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Our April visitation will be
With Boots & Slippers
Date: Saturday, April 1
Time: 7:30 pm

Caller: Dick Hodnefield
Where: Simi Senior Center
3900 Avenida Simi
Upcoming Visitations
May 27 – Buckles & Bows Manna
Benefit Dance with Andy Allemao
Hex Tips from 5:15 – 7:00 pm
Plus level 7:30 – 10:00 pm
June 24 – Boots & Slippers with
Buddy Weaver calling. Rounds at
7:00 pm and Squares at 7:30 pm
Simi Senior Center
Susan & Steve Langberg

Visitation
Chairs
818-889-1197

sdrosen49@yahoo.com

April Birthday
Ken Burkenheim
Sharon Starr
Flo Tapp
Velma Gottlieb
Judie Hirsh
Collin Brown
Robert Grossman
Larry Hapner
Lynn Stevens
Francine Bordofsky
Arlen Miller
Stuart Levy
Dale Kaufman
Alvin Brown
Joyce Kopkin

2
3
6
8
12
13
13
19
20
21
23
26
27
28
28

April Annniversaries
Mimi Steinberger & Hal Rothberg 4
Judy & Stephen Levy
15
Susan & Steve Langberg
23

Updated Trail Duster
Roster Published

Wearing Of The Green
Our March 11 Dance
No leprechauns showed
up at our “Wearing of the
Green” dance but 68 Trail Dusters,

All Trail Duster members in good
standing should have received the
February 2017 Trail Duster roster
via email during the past month. If
you did not receive a copy, it may
mean that we don’t have your
correct contact information. Please
let us know if that is the case so
we can take care of it for you.
You are welcome to print a copy
for yourself, or keep the roster on
your computer, tablet, or phone.
Please remember that the roster is
for Trail Dusters only, and is not
be distributed to anyone other
than our members.
We strive for perfection in the
roster. Sometimes we only get
close. Please make the following
change: The correct telephone
number for Trail Duster Marlene
Kane is 818-489-6417.
Roster updates and publication
take place twice each year – once
in February after the yearly
renewals are collected and once
again in July after the new
graduates are added.
If we receive any corrections and
changes during the year, they will
be published in the next Dusty
Trails published in July.
Carol &
Richard
Lewis
Membership
& Statistics

12 Rail Dusters and all of our
guests did!
This was a
class level
dance and
we were
thrilled to
see
so many of
our new
dancers
attending.
The room
was packed
with over 13
squares
and many
Round
Dancers. We loved all the creative
green outfits.

richardilewis01@yahoo.com
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A big thank
you to Susan
and Steve

Langberg for providing our
refreshments Cheese and
crackers,
veggies, fruit,
chips, cookies
and ice cream
kept us
happy.

Our dynamic caller duo, Dick
Hodnefield and Don Schadt, kept
all of our squares shaking and
guessing as to what the next call
might be! Milo Molitoris cued to a
full floor. Don’t forget to attend our
“Spring Fling” Dance with Rod
Shuping on April 8—see pg 2.
Your Dance
Reporter
Caren Blumfield
caren1224@hotmail.com
**************************************

I’m delighted to report lots of
sunshine coming the way of
several of our Trail Duster family
members this past month! First, a
brand new grandson for Mimi
Steinberger and Hal Rothberg
arrived on March 2nd. Little “Dax”
was born to Mimi’s son Marc and
his wife Jenna in Hawaii – where
the young family resides. Now
Mimi has one more reason to
travel to Hawaii! Here’s wishing
the entire family much joy and
happiness on the latest arrival!
Flo and Bill Tapp have recently
returned from New York and

Michigan where they attended
celebratory events to announce
the engagement of her
granddaughter, Sarah Solway to
Daniel Nussbaum. “Thrilled
beyond words,” Flo tells us that
Sarah is currently studying
Business at LACC while Daniel is
a journalist/writer/reporter for an
online newspaper. The young
couple is planning a summer
wedding. Congratulations, Flo and
Bill, and to all your family. We
know this is an exciting time for
you, and we wish all of you much
happiness now and in the future.
Jeff Cohen is happy and grateful
to be back home, complete with
his wonderful sense of humor,
where he is recovering from his
February 23rd surgery during
which one kidney was removed
due to a malignant mass inside the
kidney. Jeff went to the hospital
for a totally unrelated issue. He
had no pain and no symptoms,
and the mass was discovered
quite by accident! Thankfully, it
was found and removed in time!
Jeff and his wife Sandy both urge
each and every one of us to heed
the lesson here. That is, we need
to go for regular checkups, to pay
attention to the warning signs
when anything appears to be
amiss, and call our Dr. to make an
appointment! Jeff, we are ALL
grateful that this was found and
taken care of in time, and we hope
that each new day finds you
feeling stronger and closer to
being fully healed! We hope to see
you back with us at Trail Duster
functions as soon as you are able!
After spending numerous visits in
the hospital where each of them
was dealing with a variety of
issues, I’m so very happy to report
that Kay and Don Mann are finally
both at home and doing well! My
only regret is that I missed a
wonderful “photo op” when the two
of them were wheeled out of the
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hospital, side by side in their
wheelchairs – holding hands! Kay
and Don, we hope you will
continue to stay well so that you
can resume all the activities that
you both enjoy!
A recent phone call to our home
from the Los Angeles Ronald
McDonald House informed us that
a Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon was being planned. We
were told that it is to take place at
the House on Saturday, April 29th
where we, Norm and Rusty
Kaman, are to receive the Mary
Mason Award for having been
selected as the Volunteers of the
Year! Needless to say, this came
as a tremendous surprise to both
of us, and we are deeply honored
and grateful to have been chosen
for this Award. It has always been
our pleasure to assist people who
appreciate our efforts – and the
efforts of our club, and we hope to
continue doing all that we can to
help in the future.
Please continue to share with me
– and with our club family – the
events in your lives. Just use the
e-mail address below to contact
me with the details, and I will be
happy to present your news in the
next monthly newsletter.
Remember – this is for all RAIL
DUSTERS as well as Trail
Dusters! In the meantime,
warmest wishes for a most happy
holiday, whether you’re celebrating
Easter or Passsover – or both!
May it be a wonderful occasion for
you and all your families!
Fondly,
Rusty Kaman
Sunshine &
Showers Chair
rusty_k@verizon.net

Trail Dusters and
Rail Dusters are
off to a “Great
California
Adventure” for our
Spring Weekend May 19-21
We are going to Anaheim for our
famous Spring Weekend this
year. We are going to the
gorgeous Hilton Doubletree in
Orange, and that’s where the
awesome fun will begin. We are
excited to initiate our Rail Dusters
into this traditional event.
We will check into the hotel from
3:00 pm on and prepare for our
Happy Hour followed by our
Banquet Dinner. Of course, lots of
surprises and fun activities will
await you for both of these
activities (besides eating and
drinking), and we guarantee a
wonderful time. No square dancing
but be sure to wear comfortable
dancing shoes for our nightclub.
The weekend is very casual, so
store your New Year’s Eve attire
away and get down to
basics. However, you
will need to dress as
a “Tourist” for our
Saturday Night
Banquet. Be
creative and don’t
forget your cameras
or Iphones to take
pictures of
yourselves against our backdrops.
The two evenings won’t end until
we close down the Hospitality
Room after midnight.
Saturday morning, you will wake
up to a day packed with other
activities. We have booked a
private docent tour of the Crystal
Cathedral for Saturday at 10am
(free) for those of you who want to
join us. Other exciting things to do
are visiting Downtown Disney, the
discount shopping mall nearby,

museums, parks, a zoo, hiking,
and eating see pages 12, 13, 14.
The tennis courts this year are on
our hotel site. These are just a few
of the adventures that await you.
You can pick and choose your fun,
and you will leave feeling that “I
wish we had more time.”
Saturday night will include another
famous Trail Duster Show.
Sunday will finish with our
installation of new officers, the
famous and unequaled Joke-Off
by Judith Altman and a final goodby destination lunch. Details will
follow on everything mentioned
in this article for those of you
who have registered to come.
If you have not done so, please
send the rest of your money by
April 19th – see flier page 11.
Your
Wagonmasters
Caren
Blumfield &
Sherwin Silver

*******************************

The progress continues in our
wonderful Rail Duster class! Keep
up the terrific dancing. Now that
Valley Trailers has started their
new beginners class a lot of you
have decided to take advantage of
the opportunity to dance twice a
week. This is really a terrific idea
because the more floor time and
repetition of the steps, the better
you will learn to square dance.
Our caller Arlen Miller, has now
moved on to teaching the Plus
Calls. These calls are more
challenging to learn because they
are comprised of several basic
calls. It's a great idea to review
these calls on the various
computer sites.
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We had a terrific turnout on March
11th at the Class Level dance. It
was a great chance to see how a
Saturday night dance actually
feels. It takes time and practice to
become a truly confident dancer,
so be patient with yourself.
We want to remind you of a few
things coming up in our club.
Many of us will be attending the
Fun Dance (class level) at Simi
Senior Center hosted by Boots &
Slippers on Sat. April 1st address is 3900 Avenida Simi Dick Hodnefield is the caller and
the cost is $7. This will be an
excellent chance to get real
square dancing experience.
The Trail Dusters Annual Spring
weekend will be held Friday May
19 through Sunday May 21, 2017
at the DoubleTree Hotel. This
year's theme is "The Great
California Adventure" and we
always have a really great time !!!
There's a flyer on page 11 with all
of the details - we hope you join
us.
We know the class is now meeting
regularly to plan/rehearse your
presentation for your graduation.
We hope you just have a lot of fun
getting together, and becoming
more acquainted with each other.
We will have Marlene Lovett
visiting again soon to continue
helping you get your class outfits
together.
No class will be held on
Wednesday
April 12,
2017.
Flo Tapp &
Janice Reiss
Lynn & Joel
Ovadia
Class
Coordinators

The nominating committee
presented a Slate of Officers to the
board. A motion to accept the
Slate of Officers was approved.
Ballots were recently mailed to the
membership. If you have not
received your ballot, e-mail
Carol & Richard Lewis
richardilewis01@yahoo.com

Slate of Officers for
2017 – 2018 is as follows:
President
Anita & Gary Higer
Vice Presidents
Joni & Mark Simon
Treasurer
Jeri & Ron Sobel
Financial Treasurer
Dale Kaufman
Membership/Statistics
Ilene & Mark Abramson
Sunshine & Showers
Rusty Kaman
Class Coordinators
Bill Dickter
Judy Comroe
Newsletter Editors
Marilyn & Len Bloom
Publicity
Shirley & Collin Brown
Visitation
Sandra & Robert Sobel
Secretary

Cindy Kestenbaum
Refreshments
Flo Tapp & Jane Lief
Ways & Means
Wendy Goldzband &
Steve Katz
Parliamentarian
Nikki & Steve Rosentsweig
Webmaster
Ken Burkenheim & Shirley Brown
Appointed Positions
Caller Coordinator
Pat Kessler
Dance Reporter
Caren Blumfield

Dear Members of the Nobody
Goes Home Hungry Club,
DID YOU KNOW: Four things you
DIDN’T know about DOUGHNUTS
1. Over 10 BILLION doughnuts
are made in the U.S. each year.
2. Randy’s Donuts located on
Century Blvd just off the San
Diego Freeway has appeared in
many movies including Crocodile
Dundee and Iron Man 2.
3. Larry Weintraub, the owner of
Randy’s Donuts for 38 years, is an
active SQUARE DANCER.
Unfortunately he’s not a member
of Trail Dusters because he bowls
on Wednesday night.
4. Boston has the most doughnut
shops per person in the U.S. One
doughnut shop for every 2,430
people. That’s still too long a line
for me.
A very big THANK YOU to Mindy
and Al Brown for helping us in the

But I still have some more “DID
YOU KNOW” facts about Dessert.
So, not to worry.
Thanks,
Joni & Mark
Simon
Refreshment
Chairs
marksimon43@gmail.com
jsimon704@gmail.com
**********************************

Once again, thank you so much to
those Rail Dusters and Trail
Dusters (you know who you are)
who have been enjoying our preclass dinners.
Every Wednesday evening we
meet and eat at various eateries at
5:30pm. After socializing with
friends, we make it to class by
7:00pm, ready to dance the night
away.
Those of you who haven't joined
us yet, keep in mind that with your
help we can average even more
than our $45.00 to $50.00
Join us at the following
restaurants for the month of April
Apr. 5 Salad Farm
Apr. 12 Dark
Apr. 19 Hookburger
Apr. 26 The Habit

kitchen this month. They were
exceptional helpers who were
there early, were a big help setting
up the tables with the food and
were always ready to help clean
up after the dance. Their help
was greatly appreciated!
We’re coming to the end of the
2016-2017 square dancing season
which means we are almost
finished being the kitchen chairs.
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Rhonda & Bill Shapiro
Ways and Means
Chairs
818-994-0751
shap5718@aol.com

DUSTY TRAILS GOES TO THE GREAT BARRIER REEF IN AUSTRALIA

Ken & Eileen Burkenheim take their Dusty Trails wherever they go – even under water

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Front row: Paula Seliga, Madeline Johnson, Ellen Sternfeld, Shelly Fried, Lauren Brifman
Back row: Joel Ovadia, Mike Kreisberg, Marc Schwartz, Jordan Wank
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Trail Dusters Square Dance Club
Dance Schedule – 2017/2018
2ND Saturday of Month

Rounds @ 7:00 PM – First Tip @ 8:00 PM
Alternating Rounds & Tips with 1 A-1 Tip
Wilkinson Senior Center – 8956 Vanalden - Northridge

DATE

CALLER

THEME

April 8, 2017

Rod Shuping

Spring Fling

May 13, 2017

Pat Carnathan

Cupcake Dance

June 10, 2017

Vic Ceder

Silly Socks/Silly Shoes

July 8, 2017

Hunter Keller

August 12, 2017

Mike Kellogg

September 9, 2017

Buddy Weaver

October 14, 2017

Tim Pepper

November 11, 2017

Andy Allemao

December

Dark

January 13, 2018

Arlen Miller

Crazy T-Shirt Dance

February 10, 2018

Johnny Preston

Love Is In The Air

March 10, 2018

Dick Hodnefield &
Andy Allemao
Class Level Dance

Fabulous 50’s

* Angel Appreciation
Night
* Baseball Jersey
Dance
* The 60’s– Era of
Hippies, Peace & Love
Ice Cream & Root Beer
Floats Dance
Thanksgiving in a Cup

* Summer Casual Attire
ROUND DANCE CUERS Milo & Cinda Molitoris
For additional information call:
Marilyn & Len Bloom 818-326-6019

Classes remain Wednesday evenings at Bay Laurel Elementary,
24740 Paseo Primario, Calabasas.
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REFRESHMENT ASSIGNMENTS APRIL 2017

April 5

Fruit
Dessert
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers
April 12

Linda Marchesini
Ronnie Cohn
Desserts from Board Meeting
Miriam & Bernie Brauner
NO CLASS

April 19

Fruit
Dessert
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Denise Kurtzer & Richard Rose
Mindy & Al Brown
Charlene Klein
Marilyn & Hy Katlein

April 26

Fruit
Dessert
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Sandy & Dale Kaufman
Wendy Goldzband & Steve Katz
Jane Lief
Paul Kayne

If you cannot bring refreshments on the night assigned, please trade with someone else on the list.
For more information call Joni & Mark Simon (818) 907-8823
or email marksimon43@gmail.com
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April 2017 Trail Dusters Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

1 Visitation at Boots
& Slippers - caller
Mike Sesatrom &
Jerry Junck
see page 2

.

2

9

3

4

10 First Seder

Board Meeting
7:30 pm
Lynn & Joel
Ovadia’s House
11

Sat

5 Classes at
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m.
Salad Farm
5:30 p.m.
12

6

7

8 Dance at
Wilkinson caller Rod Shuping
cuer Milo Molitoris
see pages 2 & 10

13

14

15

20

21

23

28

29

30

NO CLASS

16

17

18

24

25

26

19 Classes at
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m.
Hookburger
5:30 p.m.
27 Classes at
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m.
The Habit
5:30 p.m.
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TRAIL DUSTERS
Anita & Gary Higer
14348 Riverside Drive #14
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
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