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Hope UCC Weekly Update: November 27, 2022
There is always something happening at Hope UCC, so we thought we would add a weekly
announcement feature to the bulletin that is mailed and emailed out to everyone. This
Weekly Update will provide you with announcements, information, and updates on all that
is going on in our community – at church and beyond.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Hope UCC’s office will be closed November 24 and 25 in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.

Advent Angel Tree at Hope UCC
This year Hope UCC’s Mission and Outreach Ministry has partnered with Rock Island
Academy to bring Christmas hope, love, peace, and joy to their teachers and students by
filling the teacher classroom wish lists. We will also have the most needed items for World
Relief on the Angel Tree as they continue to welcome newly arrived immigrants and
refugees to the Quad Cities. The Angel Tree is located in Fellowship Hall. Please take a tag
and attach it to the gift when you return it to church. Presents do not have to be wrapped,
but please remember to attach that tag. If you would like to make a monetary donation to the Angel Tree,
be assured it will be used to purchase items on the tree. If you make a monetary donation, please write
“Angel Tree” on the envelope or memo line of the check. Gifts should be returned to Hope UCC by January
1. Thank you for supporting this special outreach ministry.

Blessing Box Donations
Thank you for your ongoing support with donations. Please keep it coming. This week’s needs include:
canned fruit, peanut butter, canned stew/chili, small Kleenex, bar soap, dry soup packages, and dry potato
packages. Diapers size 4,5,6 are welcome, too.
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First Sunday of Advent
HOPE
Thank you for joining us for worship today.
We are glad you are here!
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s
*Those who are able, please stand
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
One: Over one hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were asked the question, “What
gives you hope?” From the voices of different generations, hear their answers:
One: My children.
One: Dogs wagging their tails.
One: Talking with young people.
One: Kindness from strangers.
One: Praying
One: Babies trying over and over to take their first step.
One: The seasons changing
One: Working for progress and justice
One: My church community.
One: The sunrise every single morning.
One: What gives you hope?
One: Today we light the candle of hope to remind ourselves that God is at work in this world.
(First blue candle is lit)
Many: From generation to generation, God has brought good news of love and compassion, justice
and community. Let us rest and abide in that good news. Amen.

Adapted from prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
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SILENT REFLECTION
Where did you experience hope this past week?

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Draw near to us, O God;
Many: Even as we draw near to you.
One: Open our hearts and minds to your presence;
Many: And wake us up from the sleep and distractions holding us back.
One: Prepare us to receive your love;
Many: Even as we prepare our lives to celebrate the joy of Christ’s birth with joyful hope.
*OPENING HYMN #110 Now Bless the God of Israel (see end of bulletin)

*INVITING GOD INTO OUR MIDST
God of the ages, in scripture we hear stories of people like us: ordinary people, people who longed
to know you, people who longed to follow you, people who made mistakes, people who tried to
grow. Your people are old, young, native, immigrant, new to the faith, or lifelong believers. In
scripture we hear stories of people like us, so just as you walked with them, help us to hear and
remember all the ways that you walk with us. We are listening. We are grateful. We are yours. Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of today and God of tomorrow, you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.” But we
say, “Our lives are too messy.” You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you
here.” But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.” You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room
for you here.” But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.” God of today and God of tomorrow, we
know in our hearts that there’s room for us here. Forgive us for withholding our full selves from
you. Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best. Help us remember, today and tomorrow, that there
is room for every story. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND PASSING OF PEACE
We are created in the image of God and are blessed with the capacity to reflect God’s will in our daily lives.
God cares for us and invests us with responsibility. Thus, God honors us with high expectations and
confidence in our willingness to seek out life’s best for all people. We are loved. We are forgiven. Our
baptism is renewed.
Let us offer one another the gift of peace. May the Lord’s peace by with you! (If you are using this liturgy as
a private devotion or participating in the live stream worship, please hold out your hands in blessing for all
you are joined with in spirit. If you are participating in the live stream worship, please type in your peace
greeting.)
PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER (debts)
One: May the Lord be with you.
Many: And also, with you.
One: Let us pray: …
With the assurance Jesus offers, together we pray the words Jesus taught us:
Adapted from prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
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Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON
Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the mountain of
the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all
the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between
the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any
more.5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

*GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 1:1-17
An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his
brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron
the father of Aram, 4 and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon
the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and
Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David. And David was the father of Solomon by the
wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the
father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the
father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of
Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father
of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.
12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of
Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father
of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15
and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, who bore Jesus, who is called the Messiah. 17 So all the
generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to
Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.
SERMON “An Invitation for All Generations”

SERMON HYMN #121 All the Earth Is Waiting (see end of bulletin)

INVITATION TO OFFERING
We are stewards of God’s household, managers of the Earth’s treasures for a little while. This time of
offering gives us opportunities to invest in causes consistent with God’s will for us, to offer the light of God’s
love to sisters, brothers, and siblings living in despair. Let us not withhold what is already God’s own.
Hope UCC thanks you for the gifts you share with this congregation. Your offering enables us to live into our
mission. Offering plates are located near the Sanctuary doors.
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UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Thank you, God, for the privilege of sharing your bounty with those in need. Thank you for blessing
our work and witness. We seek to walk in your light and follow the pathways where you lead. We
want to share the good news of salvation through these gifts and by the way we live. May all
generations be made ready for Christ’s coming. Amen.
BENEDICTION
One: Let us live honorably as in the day. May we have nothing to hide from God or others.
Many: We seek to live in the light of God’s love. We want to be ready when Christ comes.
One: We have been privileged to ascend God’s mountains. We are honored by God’s call to us.
Many: It has been good to meet together in God’s house. It is good to serve together in God’s world.
One: May we carry the peace of God wherever we go. Let us share that peace with all whom we meet.
Many: For the sake of all, we say, “Peace be with you.” To all the world, we promise, “We will seek
your good.” Amen.
CLOSING INVITATION
How will you share Hope this week?

POSTLUDE
Used by permission: One License # A-733028
Used by Permission. CCLI License #11387335
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