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Clergy Column

FYI: I have now completed almost all requests for Mass Inten-
tions that | have been given. Now is the time to make further
requests for Masses to be said for your friends and loved ones.

We hear about forgiveness and pardons in today’s readings. This is a
great moment to jog your memory about the importance of receiving
the Apostolic Pardon before you die. In the Catholic Church, the Ap-
ostolic Pardon is an indulgence given for the remission of temporal
punishment due to sin (time in Purgatory). The Apostolic Pardon is
given by a priest, usually along with Viaticum (i.e. reception of Com-
munion by a dying person). It is not usually given as part of the sacra-
ment of Anointing of the Sick. However, if the Anointing of the Sick
is given with Viaticum, in exceptional circumstances or an emergency,
it may be given then.

According to the Church, a person who is properly disposed by
being in the state of grace - i.e., the person has committed no known
and unconfessed mortal sins - who receives the Apostolic Pardon
gains the complete pardon of all temporal punishment due to sin that
has already been forgiven by the reception of absolution and the do-
ing of penance, i.e., a plenary indulgence. The Apostolic Pardon does
not forgive sins by the act of absolution; it deals only with the punish-
ment (purgation) due for those sins that have already been sacramen-
tally forgiven. However, the Sacrament of Penance, or Reconciliation,
which does forgive sins, is usually administered along with the Apos-
tolic Pardon as a part of the Last Rites.

Priests are urged to impart it to the dying, but if a priest cannot be
had, the Church grants a plenary indulgence, to be acquired at the
moment of death, to any rightly disposed Christian who in life was
accustomed to say some prayers, with the Church itself supplying the
three conditions normally required for gaining a plenary indulgence
(Confession, Communion and prayers for the Pope's intentions).

St. Francis Xavier Parish in Oklee
Mass Times Confessions
Sun: 8:00 a.m. 7:30 a.m.
Tues: 8:00 a.m. 7:45 a.m.
Wed: 8:00 a.m. 7:45 a.m.
Thurs: 8:00 a.m. 7:45 a.m.
Fri: 8:00 a.m. 7:45 a.m.

Sun:

St. Clement Parish in Grygla St. Ann Parish in Goodridge
Mass Times Confessions Mass Times Confessions
10:15 a.m. 10:00 a.m. Sun: 12:00 p.m. 11:45 a.m.




The Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows

FR. WILLIAM SAUN-

The title, Our Lady of Sorrows, given to our Blessed Moth-
er focuses on her intense suffering and grief during the
passion and death of our Lord. Traditionally, this suffering
was not limited to the passion and death event; rather, it
comprised the seven dolors or seven sorrows of Mary,
which were foretold by the Priest Simeon who proclaimed
to Mary, This child [Jesus] is destined to be the downfall
and the rise of many in Israel, a sign that will be opposed
and you yourself shall be pierced with a sword so that the
thoughts of many hearts may be laid bare (Luke 2:34-35).
These seven sorrows of our Blessed Mother included the
flight of the Holy Family into Egypt; the loss and finding
of the child Jesus in the Temple; Mary's meeting of Jesus
on His way to Calvary; Mary's standing at the foot of the
cross when our Lord was crucified; her holding of Jesus
when He was taken down from the cross; and then our
Lord's burial. In all, the prophesy of Simeon that a sword
would pierce our Blessed Mother's heart was fulfilled in
these events. For this reason, Mary is sometimes depicted
with her heart exposed and with seven swords piercing it.
More importantly, each new suffering was received with
the courage, love, and trust that echoed her fiat, let it be
done unto me according to Thy word, first uttered at the
Annunciation.

This Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows grew in popularity Th
the 12th century, although under various titles. Granted,
some writings would place its roots in the eleventh century,
especially among the Benedictine monks. By the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries, the feast and devotion were wide-
spread throughout the Church.

Interestingly, in 1482, the feast was officially placed in the
Roman Missal under the title of Our Lady of Compassion,
highlighting the great love our Blessed Mother displayed in
suffering with her Son. The word compassion derives from
the Latin roots cum and patior which means to suffer with.
Our Blessed Mother's sorrow exceeded anyone else's since
she was the mother of Jesus, who was not only her Son but
also her Lord and Savior; she truly suffered with her Son.
In 1727, Pope Benedict X111 placed the Feast of Our Lady
of Compassion in the Roman Calendar on Friday before
Palm Sunday. This feast was suppressed with the revision
of the calendar published in the Roman Missal of 1969.

In 1668 the feast in honor of the Seven Dolors was set for
the Sunday after September 14, the Feast of the Holy
Cross. The feast was inserted into the Roman calendar in
1814, and Pope Pius X fixed the permanent date of Sep-
tember 15 for the Feast of the Seven Sorrows of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (now simply called the Feast of Our
Lady of Sorrows). The key image here is our Blessed Moth-
er standing faithfully at the foot of the cross with her dying
Son: the Gospel of St. John recorded, Seeing His mother
there with the disciple whom He loved, Jesus said to His
mother, "Woman, there is your son." In turn He said to the

disciple, "There is your mother.' (John 19:26-27). The Sec-
ond Vatican Council in its Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church wrote, A...She stood in keeping with the divine plan,
suffering grievously with her only-begotten Son. There she
united herself, with a maternal heart, to His sacrifice, and
lovingly consented to the immolation of this Victim which
she herself had brought forth (#58).

St. Bernard (d. 1153) wrote, Truly, O Blessed Mother, a
sword has pierced your heart.... He died in body through a
love greater than anyone had known. She died in spirit
through a love unlike any other since His (De duodecim praer-
ogatativs BVM).

Focusing on the compassion of our Blessed Mother, our
Holy Father, Pope John Paul Il, reminded the faithful,
Mary Most Holy goes on being the loving consoler of
those touched by the many physical and moral sorrows
which afflict and torment humanity. She knows our sor-
rows and our pains, because she too suffered, from Bethle-
hem to Calvary. 'And thy soul too a sword shall pierce.’
Mary is our Spiritual Mother, and the mother always under-
stands her children and consoles them in their troubles.
Then, she has that specific mission to love us, received
from Jesus on the Cross, to love us only and always, so as
to save us! Mary consoles us above all by pointing out the
Crucified One and Paradise to us! (1980).

Therefore, as we honor our Blessed Mother, our Lady of
Sorrows, we honor her as the faithful disciple and exemplar
of faith. Let us pray as we do in the opening prayer of the
Mass for this feast day: Father, as your Son was raised on
the cross, His Mother Mary stood by Him, sharing His suf-
ferings. May your Church be united with Christ in His suf-
fering and death and so come to share in His rising to new
life. Looking to the example of Mary, may we too unite our
sufferings to our Lord, facing them with courage, love, and
trust.




Oklee Sunday 09/13/20 8:00a.m.  fTherese Maxson
Grygla Sunday 09713720 10:15a.m.  Pro Populo
Goodridge Sunday 09/13/20  12:00 p.m. fKaren Thygeson
Oklee Tuesday 09/15/20  8:00 a.m. tDennis Bakke
Oklee Wednesday  09/16/20  8:00 a.m. Ethan Buer

Oklee Thursday 09/17/20 NO MASS

Oklee Friday 09/18/20  8:00 a.m. Carol & Robert Kelly
Oklee Sunday 09720720 8:00a.m.  tGreg Hamness
Grygla Sunday 09/20/20 10:15a.m. tEugene Schafer
Goodridge Sunday 09720720  12:00 p.m.  Pro Populo

Archangels—St. Michael
The Catholic Church confirms the existence of angels, and that they are active in our lives.

The name Michael means "one who is like God." His will is focused, immovable, and en-
tirely driven toward accomplishing goodness; he is the protector of souls and wields his
powerful sword against the poisonous and indictive aspirations of the devil who Jesus calls
a "murderer from the beginning" and the "father of lies" (John 8:44).

Weekly Reflections

“For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord;
s0 then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” (Romans 14:8)

! - This is the essence of stewardship — everything we have and 4= !
everything we are is a gift from God. We aren’t “owners” of
anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts that God has given us,
especially our very own lives. Pray to God daily and ask Him how He is
calling you to live the life that He intended for you.

= =

Tithing
St. Francis Xavier’s in Oklee

September 6, 2020

Adults Envelopes $1093.00
Loose Plate $20.00
Flowers for Altar $10.00
Latin America $50.00
Priest’s Training $50.00
Total $1223.00

St. Ann’s in Goodridge
August 23, 2020

Adults Envelopes $445.00
Loose Plate $6.00
Total $451.00
August 30, 2020
Adults Envelopes $276.00
Loose Plate $70.00
Total $346.00
September 6, 2020
Adults Envelopes $740.00
Loose Plate $80.00
Total $820.00
St. Clement’s in Grygla

September 6, 2020

Adults Envelopes $755.00
Latin America $100.00
Loose Plate $85.00
Total $940.00

St Francis Xavier’s

Oklee, MN

St Ann’s
Goodridge, MN

Sunday, September 13, 2020

Sunday, September 13, 2020 Carol

Lector:
Lector: David Bachand

Sunday, September 20, 2020

Sunday, September 20, 2020 Lector: Eliza

Lector: Mike Bachand

Sunday, September 27, 2020

Sunday, September 27, 2020
Lector: Carol Bachnad unday, Seprember

Lector: Carol

St Clement’s
Grygla, MN

Sunday, September 13, 2020
Lector: Jody

Sunday, September 20, 2020
Lector: Gary

Sunday, September 27, 2020
Lector: Laurie




OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISH

» Have Masses offered for friends or relatives, deceased or still living. Just drop a note in the collection basket,
along with your donation; the usual amount is $5.00/Mass. If this would be a financial hardship, please let
me know, and | will be happy to offer one without a stipend.

e Offer Memorials in honor of your deceased loved ones to your parish’s building and maintenance fund, or
to your parish cemetery.

e Leave a legacy gift to the parish in your will, or name the parish as the beneficiary of your retirement policy

or life insurance plan.

Remember:

Our 2020 Chrism Mass didn’t happen in the Spring
because of the statewide stay-at-home order. It has
been rescheduled for 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, Sept.
17 at the Cathedral. Attendance has been restricted
because of COVID-19 protocols, but it would be
fitting to have at least some of the Faithful present. I
am looking for one or two people from each of our
parishes who would be willing to attend. Please let
me know if you would like to volunteer to represent

your parish.
PHONE: 218-796-5844 OR

EMAIL: frhamness@oggcatholic.org

We are the Hands of Christ

Are you good at making people feel wel-
come? When you meet someone new, a new
neighbor, a new work colleague, a new parish-
ioner, do you make them feel at home?

Many of us probably do a much better job at
this. When we make people feel welcome, we
make them feel like they are included instead
of being excluded.

A simple “hello” and a smile goes a long way.

Recently
Deceased Loved
Ones

TJoey Johnson
TAllen Paquin
TChris Tougas
tLarry O’Neill
TYvonne Boucher
TBonnie Buchmeier
1Janet Pearson
TDavid Dessellier
TRita Bonagura Vaughn
tAnn Peterson
TIrene Dessellier
tFloyd Neuschwander
TAnnette Magnell
TTed Lussier
+Lavonne Radniecki
1Brigitta Dobmeier
TMary Jean Altendorf
TMike Bourque
TFr. Don Braukmann
TFlorence Dunham
TMsgr. Donald Krebs
1Betty Barsness
tFloyd Charest
1Jim Dulka
TAvis Frazer
tLauretta Stucy
TTom Toulouse
TtMarlyn Dessellier
TGerald Cote
TPhyllis Martell

TTheresa “Bergeron” Lucken

TJerome Hruby

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick

Delton Sebenaler
Donnie Tougas
Kenneth LaCoursiere
Shirley Dessellier
Irene Kiesow
Michael Bachand
Annette LaCoursiere
Debra Olson

Jack Miller

Kimberly Johs
Ambrose Beaudoin
Steve Sebenaler

Don LaCoursiere
Cindy Deterrman
David Longtin
Marie Adams

Grace Rundell
MaryAnn Lambert
Bailey Herried Drotts
George Pittman
Bambi Lambert
Lucille Christianson
Doris Dessellier
Danielle Swanson
Mark Stromberg
Sylvia Remick Morey
Penny Kalar

Jo Lambert




