As you may or may not be aware, according to the liturgical church
calendar, the first Sunday of Advent (which is December 2 this year) is the
beginning of the Christian Year. So while chances are that you are
reading this newsletter either preparing for or after having just celebrated
Thanksgiving, it’s time to say “Happy New Year!”
As we begin the Christian Year, we also celebrate the Holy Season known
as Advent. It is a time when we prepare ourselves for the coming of our
Messiah. The word ‘Advent’, from the Latin word ‘adventus’, means
“coming.” We celebrate these days of Advent in expectation and
preparation for Christ’s arrival. Through the centuries, Christians have
observed a time of waiting and anticipation before celebrating the birth of
the Savior at Christmas. This Advent season is a time for reflection and
preparation, but its mood is joyful. Advent has been enriched by Christian
tradition to reflect its distinctive Christian meaning. It proclaims the
revelation of God’s love as expressed in Christ’s birth in a humble stable,
His sacrificial death on the cross, and His victorious resurrection! It points
to the hope of Christ’s coming again as the King of kings and Lord of lords.
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The season of Advent comes to a close with the celebration of the birth of
Christ … Christmas … a word originated from the compound of “Christ’s
Mass”. This season, also known as Christmastide, begins on December
25th, although most scholars agree that this was not the actual date of
Jesus’ birth. Christmastide is celebrated for twelve days until the
celebration of Epiphany on January 6th. The word ‘Epiphany’ means “to
manifest” or “to show” and is the observance of the “showing forth” or
revelation of God in human form. This holy day commemorates the
visitation of the magi when Jesus was between one and two years old.
Epiphany is also the day we remember and celebrate the baptism of Jesus
as he entered his earthly ministry.
As we begin to observe these holy-days, don’t get caught up in the
commercialization of the season. Instead, let us do our best to focus on
the ‘reason for the season’, starting with Advent. Copies of a special
Advent devotional “God With Us” are available on the table outside of the
sanctuary where The Upper Room devotionals are kept.
Advent makes innkeepers out of all of us, asking each of us to make room
for the arrival of Christ the King. As the familiar carol says, “Let every
heart prepare him room!”

2

From the Bishops ……….... 20-21
UM Vows: Witness ….…... 22-23
In the Kitchen ……………..….... 24
Meals Ministry …………...…..... 24
Family News ….…………..……. 25
Preschool News ….……...….... 26
Kids and Youth Page ….…..... 27
Contact Information ….…….. 28

From the Pastor ...
My favorite Christmas song for the last few years is the “The Little Drummer
Boy”. It was written in 1941 and originally based on a traditional Czech carol.
Although there isn’t any reference to a drummer boy in the biblical Christmas
story, the point of the carol goes straight to the heart of the meaning of worship.
The carol describes how a boy is summoned by the Magi to the scene of Christ’s
birth. Unlike the wise men with their great gifts, the drummer has no gift. He
gives what he has. He plays his drum, saying, “I played my best for Him.” Jesus
responded by smiling at him.
This echoes the worship Jesus described when He told of the widow and her two coins: “‘Truly I tell you,’ he said,
‘this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she
out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’” (Luke 21:3-4).
Overall, God is worthy of our best and our all. How will hearing this effect your worship this Christmas season? How
can you give your best? How can you give your all? Think of the time and planning that goes into getting the perfect
gifts for the special people in your life, like your pastor. We certainly can take the time to consider how we can
more fully worship Jesus with our best and our all.

Pastor Les

May you and your loved ones

be surrounded by God’s love and peace
this Christmas season
and throughout the new year.
The Towsey Family
Pastor Les, Ariela, Anson, and Carla
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Advent/Christmas Series: “WE NEED A SILENT NIGHT”
In celebration of the 200th anniversary of the carol “Silent Night”, our worship this Advent and Christmas begins
with a focus on several of the favorite lyrics and themes from the song.
Sunday, December 2 :: Advent 1: Peace :: “Sleep in Heavenly Peace”
Are you a good sleeper? What keeps you up at night? We will examine what it means to sleep in heavenly peace
and look to ways to share this peace with others. (Philippians 4:7 / Isaiah 2: 1-4 )
Sunday, December 9 :: Advent 2: Joy :: “Christ the Savior is Born”
The shepherds’ fear stole their joy at first. Fear can steal your joy and make us miss the good things happening
around you. We will discover how to have more joy and express your joy more fully. (Luke 2:8-20 /
Psalm 86: 9-11)
Sunday, December 16 :: Advent 3: Love :: “Jesus, Lord at Thy Birth”
We will discover the connection between light and love, love and life, and life and
redeeming love. This will help us understand the greatness of God’s love for us in
deeper ways, and encourage us to express this love to God and others. This
service will also include a ‘Blue Christmas’ observance for those experience
difficult times during the holiday season. (John 1: 1-18 / Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7)
Sunday, December 23 :: Advent 4: Hope :: “Christ the Savior is Born”
We will discover the meaning of the words “Hallelujah” and “Alleluia”. Then
we will apply what we learn to praising our new born King. Our praise will fill
us with hope. The children of Charlton will lead us in our worship.
(Revelation 19:1-10 / Isaiah 11:1-10) Please note there is ONE service at 9:30
am on this day.
Christmas Eve, December 24 :: “Silent Night”
The great hymn Silent Night was born out of a musical dilemma. The organ was
broken for a church’s Christmas Eve service. There was also brokenness in people
hearts in the time when Jesus was born. Truly Jesus’ birth brought a ‘silent night’ to
those who were looking forward to his coming back then and today as well. (Luke 2:120)
Sunday, December 31 :: “How Christmas Stole the Grinch”
The Grinch thought he would steal Christmas away from Whoville. The Grinch soon experienced Christmas
stealing his heart. His heart grew 3 sizes and he grained the strength of 10 Grinches plus 2. In many ways the
discovery that the Grinch made is something we all need to discover as well. When we do our hearts will grow and
we will be stronger. (Luke 2:19 / 1 Timothy 1:15-17) Please note there is ONE service at 9:30 am.
Epiphany Sunday, January 6 :: “What Made the Wisemen Wise?”
Were the wise men wise because they had money, education, and power? No, we call them wise because of how
they followed the star, offered gifts to Jesus, and gave Him praise. We to can discover wisdom in how we respond
to Jesus. We will celebrate the sacrament of holy communion on this day. (Proverbs 3 / Matthew 2: 1-12)
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January Series: “CHRISTIAN REFORMERS”
During the remainder of January, we will take a deep look at three Protestant reformer’s great contributions to the
church. Their revolutionary ideas and new beliefs continue to inspire and lead millions of people today.
Sunday, January 13 :: Martin Luther
Martin Luther was the first Protestant reformer. He took his discontent with the Catholic Church and turned it into
the Reformation. We will examine his life and see how his contributions still challenge and lead us today. (Romans
1:17 / Ephesians 2:1-10)
Sunday, January 20 :: John Calvin
John Calvin was a great theologian. Harnessing the winds of change from the Reformation, he began a religious
movement. Calvin’s distinctive beliefs still challenge and inspire millions today. (1 Corinthians 13:12 / Romans
28:26-30)
Sunday, January 27 :: Huldrych Zwingli
Huldrych Zwingli was an amazing reformer. His perspective of the Bible and faithful living
gained many followers. Zwingli contributions to the Christianity still call us to more faith
filled living today. (Romans 14:1-4 / Psalm 85)

February Series: “PRAYERS FROM THE HEART”
We will take a deep look at some of the most famous and influential prayers that
hold great meaning for so many people. These prayers will inspire and challenge
us.
Sunday, February 3 :: Serenity Prayer
The authorship of the serenity prayer is a mystery, yet the power of the prayer
is self-evident. It was first used in Alcohol Anonymous meetings and then
popularized to the point of being printed on everything from coffee mugs to Tshirts. We will learn about the prayer and how to apply it to our lives. (Isaiah
26:3 / Philippians 4:4-9)
Sunday, February 10 :: Prayer of Mother Teresa
St. Teresa of Calcutta, one of the greatest saints of modern times, was an inspiration
around the world, to both religious and non-religious people alike. Above all, Mother
Teresa practiced what she preached, and her actions continue to remind us of the power
of Christian charity. She authored many prayers but we will focus on the one she prayed
every day. It energized her life and it can energize yours as well. (Luke 10:25-37 / Matthew
25:31-40)
Sunday, February 17 :: Prayer of St. Francis
Although he came from a wealthy family, St. Francis developed a burning desire as a young man to emulate our
Lord in his love of charity and voluntary poverty. He went so far at one point as to sell his horse, and cloth from his
father’s store, to help pay for the rebuilding of a church! The prayer of St. Francis, sets a tone for faithful living and
serving of the Lord. (Luke 9:3 / Matthew 16:24-27)
Sunday, February 24 :: Children’s Bedtime Prayer
This modern prayer can be traced back to the hand of Pope Leo III in the year 800. A version of the prayer became
popular in America as it was printed in a school book for kids in Boston by the Puritans. The prayer is simple but it
calls for great faith for all who offer it to God. It will challenge us to put death in its place and encourage us to
deepen our trust in God. (Deuteronomy 31:6 / Psalm 121)
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Winter Small Groups
MOM’S GROUP

GROUP STUDY
WITH PASTOR LES

Monday, January 7 @ 6 pm

Weeks of February 10, 17 and 24

Moms of infants through teens are invited to
join Charlton Mom’s Night at JoJo’s on Route
22. This is open to the moms of Charlton, but
feel free to bring a friend that could use a girls’
night out. Our first meeting is to just socialize
and get to know each other better. We are
hoping to make this a monthly event and
include a book as our platform for discussion
starting in February.

As United Methodists, we have 15 Articles of
Faith. These Doctrinal Standards of the UMC are
the basis of what we believe and what makes us
United Methodist. We will examine these
articles to learn more about what we believe
and why. I will have a copy of the articles
printed for you. You can also find them online
at: umc.org/what-we-believe/the-articles-ofreligion-of-the-methodist-church

We are interested in reading The Super Mom
Myth by Becky Kopitzke. This is a perfect read
for any mom in the trenches worried that they
may not be getting it right. In a Pinterest
perfect culture, moms today sense an
accelerated level of pressure to measure up. We
assume other women are passing the test while
we fail. So, we either weigh ourselves down
with guilt or we become resigned-desensitized
even to this so-called failure. God wants to free
us from either extreme. The book isn’t about
raising kids, it’s about raising Moms with
relatable stories, practical tips, discussion
questions, and application of scripture while
examining the eight villains or alter-egos of
motherhood and how to conquer them.

LATTE & LAUGHTER
Wednesdays @ 10 am
FEB 13, 27 ; MAR 13, 27 ; APR 10

All Charlton Ladies and friends are invited to
join for a light refreshment, time of fellowship,
and an educational but fun-filled adventure
with Liz Curtis Higgs’ study “It’s Good to Be
Queen”. Meet the remarkable queen of

Sheba, whose quest for wisdom will surprise
you, challenge you, inspire you, and change
you. The book is $12, deadline to order the

We look forward to you joining us. If you have
questions, please contact Elaine Hicks 717-3684945 or Carrie Hannon 717-503-7204.

book is February 1st. If you do not want the
book, you are welcome to join with us to view
the video and join in the discussion. All are
welcome and encouraged to invite a friend.

HOT TOPIX DINNER DISCUSSION
2nd Tuesday of the Month @ 12pm and 2nd Thursday of the Month @ 6pm
Chuck Kaufmann and other Charlton family members invite you to join them for a monthly gathering
at a local restaurant where we discuss what “hot topics” are in the news and share our perspectives
with one another and how these issues affect our lives. The location will be announced to those who
sign up on their Sunday morning Connection Card.
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The Sunday Morning Growth Hour has Classes for Everyone
All children in preschool through 5th
grade are invited to be part of our
KIDs Club each Sunday morning from
9:40 am to 10:50 am. They meet on
the lower level for lessons, activities,
games and crafts.

All youth in grades 6 through 12 are
invited to join in our weekly Sunday
morning small group where we explore
the scriptures and how they are relevant
to our lives in today’s world. Everyone is
invited to bring a friend!

The Faith & Fellowship Adult Sunday School Class likes to
share, explore and deepen our faith through Biblical
study. All ages are welcome but we are mostly a 60+
group. Our class supports the mission of the PA
Wounded Warriors. They are a very social class with
many opportunities for fellowship, both on Sundays at
church and outside
gatherings. The class
meets on the upper
level in room 15, which
is the classroom directly
across from the nursery.

The Foundation Class shares with one another in Biblebased studies that allow growth in faith and
understanding in order to practice Christian principles in
today's world, and apply Christian living to their everyday
life. The class strives to be a support for one another in
prayer and fellowship. While the class is primarily
comprised of persons
age 50 and over, all are
welcome. They meet on
the lower level in room
26.

The JOY Class started
many years ago as
Charlton’s young adult
class and have grown
together through the
years to become
Charlton’s class for seniors. They use the International
Lesson series as the basis for the Biblical study and
discussions. The class enjoy fellowship with one another
and schedule social events from time to time. They meet
on the lower level in room 24.

The Journey Class
explores topics of
interest in culture and
discusses them from a
Christian perspective.
The class is proud of the
diversity expressed within the class, as they are
comprised of persons from young adult to retired, with
both progressive and conservative viewpoints. They meet
in the conference room, which is adjacent to the church
office on the main level.

The Gathering is for people of all ages,
from young adults to those young-atheart. It is primarily comprised of
parents with young children. The
group meets in the lower level
kitchenette, which is in the midst of
the children’s classrooms.

Their time together is informal and
relaxed. There are no “lessons” or
readings. Discussions range from
issues of the day to exploring what
the scriptures say about topics that
affect today’s culture.
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AN ADVENT QUIZ
1. What does the word “advent” mean?
2. What is the difference between “Advent” (capital “A”) and “Nativity” (capital “N”)?
3. True or False: Advent, which leads up to Christmas on December 25th, concludes the Christian church
year.
4. The account of Jesus’ birth is recorded in which of the Gospels?
5. What is the name of the angel who spoke to John the Baptist’s father, Zacharias, and to Jesus’ mother,
Mary, to announce the coming births of John and Jesus?
6. Which ruling Roman Caesar ordered the census that required Joseph to take Mary from Nazareth to
Bethlehem so as to register for it?
7. What Hebrew king is associated with Jesus’ birthplace, Bethlehem, and what is that city also called?
8. One Gospel account of the nativity mentions angels announcing Jesus’ birth to shepherds, who then go
to visit the baby. The other account mentions something else instead. What is that something else?
9. In A Charlie Brown Christmas, which Peanuts cartoon character recites the account of the Nativity, and
from which Gospel does that character quote?
ANSWERS:
1. Coming; the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.
2. Advent refers to a season of the Christian church; Nativity refers
specifically to the birth of Jesus.
5. Gabriel.
3. False; it is the beginning of the liturgical year.
4. Matthew and Luke.
6. Augustus.
7. David—Bethlehem is also referred to as the City of David. 8. The visit of the Magi.
9. Linus, quoting Luke.

THE STORY BEHIND ‘O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL’
One of the most popular and widely used Advent songs is "O Come O Come Emmanuel." The song's history,
however, is rich and complex - or messy and complicated, depending on your appreciation of history. The hymn's
dark sound, coupled with obscure titles for Jesus like "Dayspring" and "Key of David," give the song an ancient
feeling. Though the hymn's current form wasn't complete until the early 1900s, its initial versions date back
hundreds and hundreds of years.
Centuries ago, Christians used a series of responsive chants called antiphons to prepare for Christmas Eve. Written in
Latin, these antiphons were based on various titles for Jesus and used in sequence, one per day. In 1851, theologian
and hymnodist John Mason Neale published a book of hymns and included a translation of an ancient chant which
he titled "Veni Veni Emmanuel." At the end of the 1850s, another collection of songs entitled Hymns Ancient and
Modern incorporated Neale's hymn, but with updated lyrics. The new version of the hymn included the more
familiar opening line "O Come, 0 Come Emmanuel". Neale's hymn, however, was only five verses long — it lacked
two of the seven antiphons.
In 1916, Presbyterian pastor and theologian Henry Sloane Coffin sought to complete the translation. In his hymnal
Hymns of the Kingdom of God, Coffin provided the missing antiphons. He included a note at the bottom of the
hymn, explaining that the new verses were drawn from the ancient "O Antiphons." A full listing of the antiphons
can be found on page 211 of The United Methodist Hymnal.
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MEET’N’EAT
Everyone is invited to join us for our monthly
lunch fellowship at a local restaurant on the
fourth Thursday of each month. There are no
programs or discussions involved. It is simply a
time to share fellowship with other church
friends. If you would like to attend, but need a
ride, please call the church office.

FELLOWSHIP GROUP FOR THOSE 55 AND OLDER
Tuesday, December 11 @ 11:30 am
Christmas Banquet
with entertainment by CD Middle School strings

Thursday, December 6 (note special date)
Hershey Road Restaurant
257 North Hershey Road, Harrisburg

Tuesday, January 15 @ 12:00 pm
Monthly Luncheon
with bingo for entertainment

(Just off Rt. 39 exit of I-81)

Thursday, January 24
Gilligan’s Restaurant
10 North Houcks Road, Harrisburg

Tuesday, February 19 @ 12:00 pm
Monthly Luncheon

Thursday, February 28
Giotti’s Italian Restaurant
2308 Patton Road, Harrisburg
(Behind Dunkin’ Donuts on Linglestown Road)

Now
Collecting

Get your pots simmering for the

SOUP
COOK-OFF

The following items are currently being collected
to be shared with those in need in downtown
Harrisburg. They may be dropped off at the
Collection Center in the church lobby.

Warm Socks for all ages
Coats, especially men’s
Blankets in good condition
Hats, scarves, gloves/mittens

Sunday, January 27
5 pm
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Contrary to what many people may think, I don’t believe there is a “war on
Christmas”. You often hear people say this when they’re debating whether
to say “Happy Holiday” or “Merry Christmas”.
First of all, let’s look at each of these phrases. The word ‘holiday’ comes
from the Old English term “holy day”, which is actually quite appropriate.
Did you know that in December, there are over 20 different religious
celebrations, with half of them being Christian oriented? And since we don’t
actually celebrate Christmas until December 25th, it’s probably more
appropriate to say “Happy Holidays” to someone, unless you prefer to say
“Happy Advent”!
Now let’s consider the phrase that many in the church consider to be ‘politically correct’: “Merry Christmas”. The word
‘merry’ is defined as ‘lively’ or ‘jovial’. It has a British heritage, where it often used to refer to someone who is slightly and
good-humoredly drunk. Yikes! Why are we taking a stand on using the word “merry”, when it has no reference to this
most holy celebration? Perhaps wishing someone a “Blessed Christmas” would be more fitting.
I think this debate comes up every year because we feel that saying “Happy Holidays” is just another example of ‘taking
Christ out of Christmas’. We can’t escape the fact that the Christmas season has become quite secular, with stores
decorating earlier and earlier to make more money. In many ways, Christmas has always been a secular holiday. The
decorating of evergreen trees and the giving of gifts are both ancient traditions from the celebration of the winter solstice.
In fact, the church co-opted the pagan feast of the winter solstice and set December 25th as the celebration of Christ’s
birth. Scholars have long debated on the actual date of the birth of Jesus, but most agree it most likely wasn’t in
December.
What would happen if we would jump off the bandwagon of those who are crying about a ‘war on Christmas’ and put our
energies into following the example of Jesus, who showed love and compassion to everyone he met, even those he
disagreed with? It is true that Jesus would take a stand about something he felt passionate about; but it is important to
recognize that he would do so on matters of substance and not just talking points. Jesus is more concerned about how we
live our lives each and every day, and not so much about the debates we have on social media or around the dinner table.
So this Christmas season, I encourage everyone to decide how you would like to greet another person, whether it be
“Merry Christmas”, “Blessed Christmas”, “Happy Holidays”, “Happy Holy-Days”, or even “Happy December”. And may
each time you say it be an internal prayer of compassion and good-will to those you offer it to.
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A Christmas Challenge …
The Gathering is the class for young adults and the young-at-heart at Charlton Church. Our discussions usually
center around how our faith affects our day-to-day life. We recently talked about how easy it is to get caught up
in the frenzy of this time of year, and shared our thoughts on ways we can change our perspective to help us live
a better life during this Christmas season. We’d like to share them with you, and challenge you to join us on this
endeavor.


Don’t get overwhelmed by your daily chores; remember that they are a blessing. Dishes to wash means you
have food to eat, house to clean means you have a safe place to live, laundry to do means you have clothes
to wear.



Try not to stand in judgment of others. You do not know what it’s like to walk in their shoes. What may
seem trivial to you may be a mountain to them.




Stop judging yourself. You are God’s beloved child. Strive to do your best, and don’t beat yourself up when
you make a mistake.
Try to recognize those times that your words and actions could be perceived as bullying by others.



Remember, you do NOT have to have the last word.



Remember that it’s not what is under the Christmas tree that matters, it’s who is around it.
Remember that LOVE is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and just
listen.



The Gathering
Jesse and Amelia Berdanier, Carrie Hannon, Ray and Elaine Hicks, Emily Isaacman,
Chuck Kaufmann, Scott and Cassandra Pribanich, Brandy Prinz, Trish Wagner

Once again, the Finance Committee would like to thank
each of you for your continued support of our church’s
mission and ministry. Through your generosity, we are able
to pay our bills, fulfill our shares of ministry commitment
with the conference, and support our many ministries
within the community and around the world.

We are especially pleased to announce that so far this year, we have been able
to pay a total of $ 57,700.00 on our mortgage loan (principal and interest),
reducing the principal balance to $ 200,000. Thanks be to God!
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Be a part of Charlton’s Community Outreach
GIVING GRACE

HELPING HANDS

Join us on the first Wednesday
of each month from 4:30 to 6
pm, as we assist individuals
and families from our
community who are
experiencing financial
difficulties. Through the
generosity of our church
family, we are able to provide
basic household items that are
not available from local food
banks.

Join us on the first Wednesday
of each month as we provide a
free meal to about 150 people
from our community and
church family. A variety of
jobs are available throughout
the day, from preparation
around 2pm, to serving the
meal at 5pm. We also provide
a meal for the homeless of
Harrisburg on the third Friday
of the month.

Dear children, let us not merely say that we love one another;
let us show the truth in our actions. I John 3:18

Season’s Greetings
Be sure to remember the following persons when you are sending out your Christmas cards.
Janet Cunningham
3525 Candy St. Apt. 105
Harrisburg, PA 17109
Fay Dunkle
1901 North 5th Street #112
Harrisburg, PA 17102
Elma Harder
21 Pine Avenue
Elysburg, PA 18924

Catherine King
Frey Village Rm 133W
1020 North Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057

Zoe Mumford
Crossings at West Shore
1910 Technology Parkway
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

Kathryn Martin
999 W. Harrisburg Pike
Middletown, PA 17057

Sheron Plempel
1205 S. 28th Street, Room M101
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Mary Miller
1579 English Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Irene Williams
Ecumenical Community
601 Wilhelm Road #119
Harrisburg, PA 17111
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CHARLTON HAS A

FOR MISSIONS

Whether it’s our monthly mission, Giving Grace,
Helping Hands, God’s Hands @ Work,
or a last minute appeal, Charlton Church always
comes through to support ministries that are
making a difference in the lives of those in need. Having just celebrated a season of Thanksgiving, we wanted to
take a moment to say THANK YOU to our Charlton family for your continued support of our Outreach Ministries.

We would like to thank all the folks who donated products to Giving Grace over the past year. Thanks also to the volunteers
who come in each Wednesday evening to help distribute the products to the clients. Our average client number is 80 families
and growing. And thank you to those extra folks who come in to help distribute the backpacks and the Harvest Home food
items. Without all of you we could not manage this outreach.
~ Bob and Bette Baker

I would like to thank you, the congregation for the donations of the yarn and the knitted/crocheted items that were
anonymously given. Thank you to all of the member of this outreach for your contribution of yarn; time and the wonderful
items. You did a great job this year and the items were very much appreciated by those who received them.
~ Bette Baker
Here is the tally of items made with love by God’s Hands @ Work in 2018:
830 scarves, hats, earwarmers, headbands, mittens, and gloves were distributed to Giving Grace, Neighborhood Center,
Bethesda Mission, Susquehanna Middle School, Foose Elementary School, South Side Elementary School, Tri County Schools,
Frey Village, chemo hats, and the Spanish community in Harrisburg.
301 dishcloths and hot pads were distributed to Giving Grace, Summer of Service Welcome Packs.
146 baby blankets, sweaters and booties were distributed to Morning Star Pregnancy Center, Sierra Leone, Charlton, and
Hospice.
6 prayer shawls were distributed at Charlton and the Neighborhood Center.
13 full size afghans and lap blankets were distributed to Charlton graduating seniors and veterans.
That’s a total of 1296 items! Praise God!
Many heartfelt thanks for the lap blankets that were made for our patients! They are beautiful and were clearly made with caring and
loving hearts. Please know that our chaplains, social workers and bereavement team will be sharing them with our patients. I can assure
you that our patients will be blessed by the warmth of the blankets and also by the kind spirit with which they were made. Thank you for
sharing your time and talents with us to meet the needs of others at the end of life. May you be richly blessed in return for your generosity
and graciousness. With gratitude, Laurie Murry, volunteer coordinator
On behalf of the students of the Susquehanna Township Middle School, I would like to thank you for the hats, scarves and gloves created
and donated by your parishioners. Their time, effort and compassion for our students is greatly appreciated. Thank You.
On behalf of the board and staff of Neighborhood Center of the UMC, we want to thank you for the preparation of lunch for the children.
Your gift comes at a critical time, as we continue to provide a safe place for our children year round. Thanks for helping us to fulfill our
mission of Better Lives, Better Community, Better Harrisburg. Thanks again for your support! Sincerely, Kyla Harvey, Executive Director
Thank you for your recent gift of $1,011.50 to Bethesda Mission. Your donation is being used to meet the physical, spiritual, and emotional
needs of those who are struggling throughout the Harrisburg region. We appreciate your willingness to join in the effort to see positive, life
-long change in every man, woman, and child God sends our way. Sincerely, Scott Dunwoody, Executive Director
Transport for Christ chaplains take to heart the Apostle Paul's words in 2 Timothy 2:2. "What you heard from me...entrust to faithful men
who will be able to teach others also." Driver Trainer Steven had been challenged by these words and he takes new drivers to truck stops
where there is a chapel so they will know where they can find a listening ear and solid biblical direction. What a thrill to team up with such
drivers. Thank you for being part of the team. Thank you so much for your donation of $1,166.94. By Faith, With Joy, Daniel Witwer,
President
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1
10:00 am—ANNUAL COOKIE EXCHANGE
Join us and bring a batch or two of your favorite Christmas cookies to share and exchange so
that you can go home with a larger variety of cookies. Some of the cookies will also be given
to our homebound members.

3:00 pm—HANGING OF THE GREENS
Join your Charlton family as we decorate the sanctuary and common areas of the church for
our Advent and Christmas celebrations.

5:00 pm—COVERED DISH DINNER
Join us for our annual Advent family covered dish dinner following the Hanging of the
Greens. Meat and beverage will be provided; bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Following the dinner, we will share in a short Advent worship devotional.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
9:40 am—TRUCKER OUTREACH
Join us in the gym during the Growth Hour as we fill Christmas bags to be
distributed to truckers during the holiday season. We are in need of Christmas
cookies for this project.

4:00 pm—MOVIE MATINEE
Join us in the CrossRoads space on the lower level as we watch a
documentary about the well-loved Christmas Carol, “Silent Night”.
Learn its history and the effect it has had in our world over the
last two centuries.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
CHARLTON CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Join us for our annual program presented by the choir.
This year, the program will be presented TWICE on the
same day, with a dinner in between. Sign up on your
Connection Card or by calling the church office,
3:00 pm — PERFORMANCE
4:30 to 5:30 pm — HAM DINNER
($10 per person; come at your convenience)

6:00 pm — PERFORMANCE
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21
11:00 am — CHARLTON PRESCHOOL CONCERT
Come and enjoy a presentation by our Preschool, which includes a retelling of the Nativity
story with Pastor Les.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
9:30 am — ONE MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
Join us on the last Sunday of Advent for one morning service. In addition to the morning
message, the children of our KIDs Club will be presenting their Christmas program.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
4:00 pm — CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Join us for this casual service as we celebrate Jesus’ birth. Though this service
is designed with children in mind, everyone is welcome.

7:00 pm — CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Join your Charlton family as we celebrate the birth of Christ, the Light of the
World, with the reading of the Nativity story, the singing of carols, special
music, and a message from our pastor.

9:00 pm—CHRISTMAS COMMUNION SERVICE
Join us for this service of candlelight as we celebrate the birth of Christ
and share in the sacrament of holy communion.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
9:30 am — ONE MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
Join your Charlton family for one morning service as we
continue our Christmas celebration.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
5:00 pm — NY’s EVE COVERED DISH DINNER
Join us for a covered dish dinner as we celebrate the
last evening of 2018 together. Feel free to leave after
you eat if you have plans … or stay for a bit and play
some table games with your Charlton friends.
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2019 CHARLTON CHURCH LEADERSHIP
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Chairperson …………………………………………... Martha Brown
Vice Chair …………………………………………. Debbie Livingston
Secretary ……………………………………………... Marilyn Weaver
Ministry Council Chair …………………………….. Scott Pribanich
Finance Chair …………………………………………. Lowman Henry
Trustee Chair ……………... to be elected by trustees in 2019
Staff Parish Chair ………………………………………. Caroline Allen

Lay Leader …………………..……………………. Debbie Livingston
Lay Delegate ……………………………………..…………Bette Baker
Lay Alternate …………………………………….……………. Al Goss
Membership/Communication ………………... Marianne Eagle
At Large Member ……………………………... Bette Baker (2021)
At Large Member ………………………... Tom Schreiber (2020)
At Large Member ………………………... Cheryl Rhodes (2019)

MINISTRY COUNCIL
Chairperson ……………………………………………. Scott Pribanich
Pastor ………………………………………………………….. Les Towsey
Director of Worship Arts …………………….. Chuck Kaufmann
Women’s Ministry …………………………….. Debbie Livingston
Communications …………………………………….. Marianne Eagle
Class of 2019
Darlene Furlong
Aileene Keath

Altar Guild ……………………………………………. Marjorie Martin
Children’s Ministry …………………………………….. Trish Wagner
Youth Ministry …………………………………………….... Les Towsey
Young Adult Ministry ………………………………….. Les Towsey
Preschool …………………………………………………. Trish Wagner

Class of 2020
Sommer Garber
Joan Bolton

Class of 2021
Leanie Hunt
Sue Town

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
Caroline Allen – Chairperson
Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader
Class of 2019
George Zimmerman
Richard Malmsheimer
Ray Hicks

Bette Baker – Lay Member to Annual Conference
Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Class of 2020
Meg Mader
Michelle Joseph
Don Hacker

Class of 2021
Carol Henry
Caroline Allen
Sherry Baker

TRUSTEES
Chairperson — elected in 2019
Class of 2019
Mark Holmgren
Brad Prinz
Kathy Hoover

Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Class 2020
Pat Reiley
Bob Rhodes
Sue Veli

Class of 2021
Marlin Kauffman
Jay Miller
Mark Malone

FINANCE
Lowman Henry – Chairperson
Caroline Allen – Financial Spokesperson
Alice Enterline – Financial Secretary
Marianne Eagle – Assistant Finance Secretary
Class of 2019
Joanna Killinger
Heidi Stanalonis

Steve Lehnert – Audit Chair
Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader
Trustee Representative – Mark Malone
Class of 2020
Lowman Henry
Alice Enterline

Class of 2021
Mike Barr
Jim Brown

LAY EMPOWERMENT
Pastor Les Towsey – Chairperson
Class of 2019
Cathy Schminky
Marjorie Martin
Gloria Chmiola

Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader
Class of 2020
Denise Seiders
Carol Brown
Carol Schleig
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Class of 2021
Nancy Wolf
Joan Bolton
Sandy Bovard

FINDING OUR WAY FORWARD

In the last two issues of The Chimes newsletter, we have taken a look at the past, present and future of The
United Methodist Church. We highlighted the work of The Commission on a Way Forward and their
recommendations to the Council of Bishops that will be considered at a special session of General Conference
to be held in February of 2019.
A WAY FORWARD DISCUSSION
Sunday, January 20 @ 3 pm
Because many of you have begun to ask questions, Pastor Les invites you to join him for a discussion on these
issues. During the time, we will discuss what has led to this moment in our church, the proposals that have
been brought forward, and what the next steps might be. It is important to note that our discussion together
may raise more questions than answers. But we recognize that there is great value in have these faithful and
holy conversations with one another.

PRAYING OUR WAY FORWARD
Bishop Jeremiah Park of the Susquehanna Annual Conference invites us to join in a prayer community for The
United Methodist Church! We are called to a posture of prayer, praying for God’s leadership to guide us
effectively in fulfilling the mission of the church and praying that we may be one in Christ. If there is ever a
place that we can be one, it’s in the space where we meet God.
For more information about this prayer effort, a flier is available at the rear of our sanctuary. Or you may go
online to www.umcprays.org
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The United Methodist Church
While the ordination of women and racial segregation were divisive issues during the merger of The United Methodist
Church, the issues of abortion and homosexuality were the next issues to create dissention within our denomination in
the 1970’s. Ever since then, the issue of sexuality has been debated in every General Conference since 1972. Rather than
reach any common ground, the discussion and debates have become more contentious and difficult, especially over the
past 10 years.
At the most recent 2016 General Conference, things escalated to the point of delegates beginning to talk of a church
split, which would certainly be the end of The United Methodist Church. Recognizing the enormity and consequence of
these discussions, the delegates looked to the Council of Bishops for leadership on this issue. After much prayer and
discussion, The Council of Bishops proposed that a committee be formed to “do a complete examination and possible
revision of every paragraph of the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to
maintain and strengthen the unity of the church.” The 2016 General Conference approved the proposal and The
Commission on a Way Forward was created. The Council on Bishops took great care in trying to convene as diverse (yet
balanced) a group as possible. It was comprised of bishops, clergy and lay persons; male and female. They included
people who were straight and gay, of many races and ethnicities, and represented the church from every continent.
For the past two years, the Commission met to work with one another in this tremendous task. In April of this year, they
presented 3 suggested options on how we can move forward.
These are the 3 proposals.
The Traditionalist Plan:
 Current restrictive language will be strengthened.
 Accountability to noncompliance will be increased.
The Connectional Conference Plan:
 In positioning with theological orientations and values (traditional, centrist, and progressive) three Connectional
Conferences (branches) will be created.
 Annual Conferences and local churches could choose which Connectional Conference to align with.
 Each Connectional Conference establishes its own language in the Book of Discipline.
The One Church Plan:
 Current restrictive language will be changed into permissive language.
 It is up to the Annual Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and Clergy Session to determine the standards upon
which someone is ordained, to the clergy to determine who they marry, and to the local congregation to decide
their marriage policies.
 No one will be required to do something against one’s conscience.
After reviewing the three proposals, the Council of Bishops voted to support The One Church Plan, which will now be
presented to the special session of General Conference to make the decision in February of 2019.

Our bishop, Jeremiah Park has this message for us: “This is an anxious time of our beloved United Methodist Church.
We put our trust and hope in Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church who yearns and prays for the unity of God’s
followers. I solicit our brothers and sisters of the Susquehanna Conference to enter into this most decisive season of
our beloved church in deep, intentional, focused, and purposeful prayer with openness to the movement of the Spirit.
We know that God is in charge. The mission of the church is yet alive. God will lead us into a way forward.”

18

A Way Forward: Next Steps
So what happens next? Who is making these decisions? How does it affect us here at Charlton Church?
What can we do?
These are all great questions, but unfortunately, there aren’t any easy answers.

What happens next?
As shared previously, a special session of General Conference has been called for February of 2019 to
consider the One Church Plan proposed by the Commission on a Way Forward. There is no clear outcome of
what will happen. There is a chance that a decision will be made. But there is just as great a chance that the
General Conference will get mired in making procedural decisions or buried under a mountain of
amendments that will cause the decision to be delayed.

Who is making these decisions?
The delegates to the General Conference are the only ones who can make decisions on behalf of The United
Methodist Church as a denomination. Their body is comprised of almost 1,000 people from around the
world elected every four years.
Each year, Charlton Church elects our lay delegate to Annual Conference, who has a voice and vote on our
behalf, along with our pastor. And every four years, the Annual Conferences around the world elect
delegates to the General Conference.
It is important to note that the bishops of our church do NOT have voice or vote at General Conference.
While they provide pastoral leadership, they do not make decisions on behalf of the denomination.

How does it affect us here at Charlton Church?
This all depends on what decisions are made at the General Conference. There are too many variables at
this point in time to start considering the possible impact of the local church.

What can we do?
First of all, pray hard. Pray that God will inspire and work through the delegates of the General Conference
that we might continue to be a faithful witness to the world as The United Methodist Church.
If you feel you need to become more involved, you may want to consider contacting our Annual
Conference’s delegates to the General Conference. The church office can assist you in obtaining their
contact information.
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Bishops Urge Trust in GC2019 Delegates
Over the past two years, bishops have debated, reflected and fervently prayed about the future of
The United Methodist Church.
Now, they know that the task of finding a way through the denomination’s dispute over
homosexuality is in the hands of General Conference delegates.
Bishops have no vote at General Conference. However, they still have a role to play as presiders
during the plenary sessions of the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly. During their Nov. 4-7
meeting at Epworth by the Sea, the bishops discussed that work.

They also committed themselves to “trust this General Conference, under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, to discern God’s best way for our future.”
Bishops Cynthia Fierro Harvey of the Louisiana Conference and Sue Haupert-Johnson of the North
Georgia Conference presented the statement that the bishops unanimously affirmed.
In the statement, the bishops declared they can best serve the delegates by:


Presiding fairly and creating a holy atmosphere in which they can do their best work



Trusting that the General Conference will invoke the Holy Spirit



Being a prayerful, hopeful, and pastoral presence



Giving them confidence that we are acting transparently and not orchestrating or manipulating
the process toward a desired end, and



Acting as midwives as they birth something new.

The Council of Bishops has called a special General Conference for Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis.

The delegates will consider a report by the bishop-appointed Commission on a Way Forward, which
includes three different plans for the denomination’s future, as well as any other legislation deemed
in harmony with the bishops’ call.
Building trust will be a challenge before the multinational and multilingual legislative body.
Delegates to recent General Conference sessions have dealt with distrust in technology, in bishops
and in each other. In 2016, the delegates took three days to decide their rules of organization.
Most of the same 864 delegates will be back for the 2019 special session, and they will start with the
rules already approved.
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“A major responsibility of the Council of Bishops is to make sure we create the kind of space for trust
in order to enable the delegates to their work,” said Bishop John K. Yambasu of the Sierra Leone
Conference.
In August, 23 bishops volunteered to undergo training to be presiding officers at the special
session. That means mastering the General Conference rules, parliamentary procedure and the
electronic queuing system used by delegates who want to address the body.
During their November meeting, the bishops began training. They will continue to have training
sessions at least once each month before the special session. They are working with a professional
parliamentarian in their preparations.
The entire gathering will require only five or six different presiding officers, Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton
told his fellow bishops. Bickerton represents the bishops on the Commission on General Conference, the
group that plans the big meeting.
Deciding which bishops actually end up presiding is the job of the General Conference Committee on

Presiding Officers. The committee has 12 members, one each from the five U.S. jurisdictions and seven
multinational central conferences. Half are clergy, and half are laity.
“We’re trying to build a team among the 23 so that we can work together to build a common sense of
purpose and a common way of presiding,” Bickerton said. “How can we corporately deal with disruptions, for
example? How can we corporately deal with rule on questions of what’s in harmony? These are the
conversations we’re having.”
General Conference delegates from around the globe will only have three days to complete their legislative
work. The first day — when people arrive from around the globe and possibly deal with travel delays —
delegates will spend largely in prayer.
The next day, Sunday, Feb. 24, delegates will seek to determine which of the multiple plans the majority
wants to refine.
On Monday, Feb. 25, all delegates will meet in a single legislative committee to do that refining work and
vote on all legislative petitions. This is to fulfill the denominational policy that all petitions receive a vote in
legislative committees.
The plan is for delegates to elect the chair of the committee from a pool of delegates who already have been
trained and served as committee chairs in 2016.
The delegates will return to plenary on Tuesday, Feb. 26 for final voting. Again, bishops will preside.
“As a body, we bishops want the delegates to have the opportunity to do their best work,” said Bishop L.
Jonathan Holston of the South Carolina Conference.
Reported by Heather Hahn, a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service.
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Being a Witness
Honoring Our United Methodist Vow
by Julie Dwyer
As part of The United Methodist Church’s Baptismal Covenant, new members promise to faithfully participate
in a local congregation through their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. But how can they go
beyond the words they profess to actually living into these vows? In this fifth in a five-part series, we’ll look at
the ‘witness’ aspect of the membership vow and how United Methodists can answer the call to serve Christ
through the local church.
Members of The Gathering United Methodist Church in St. Louis are spending a lot of time back in school these days. Each
weekday, you’ll find church members at Peabody or Washington elementary schools reading to kids and providing support
to school staff and families.
Their efforts are part of The Literacy Project, an outreach ministry at The Gathering that is committed to improving the
literacy rate in St. Louis Public Schools.
“Our witness is being present in some of the lowest performing schools in our state — places that the public have largely
overlooked or forgotten,” said Sabra Engelbrecht, executive director of ministries at The Gathering, a multisite
congregation with more than 700 members and 1,200 in weekly worship.
Identifying the needs in a community and taking action is what witness is all about, said the Rev. Mark W. Stamm, author
of “Our Membership Vows,” a Discipleship Ministries resource. United Methodist congregations are doing that every day,
whether it’s providing sanctuary for immigrants, offering after-school care for at-risk kids, helping the homeless or
standing up for the marginalized.
When new members join The United Methodist Church, they profess the vows of the Baptismal Covenant. They vow to
renounce evil and to be loyal to Christ through the global United Methodist Church. They also promise to be active
participants in a local congregation, pledging “to faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence,
their gifts, their service and their witness.”
The word “witness” was added by the 2008 United Methodist General Conference to highlight the mission and
evangelistic responsibilities of church membership. It also reminds United Methodists to live out their vows publicly.
Churches need to discern locally how they are going to do that in a specific way and a specific place, said Stamm, who is
professor of Christian worship at Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University in Dallas.
“We commit at baptism to resist evil and repent of our sin. We commit to resist injustice and oppression and work against
them. So, the question is: ‘Where is the injustice in the place that we live? What does it look like here? Do we have the
courage to name it where we’re living. And if we name it, then, what would resisting it look like?’”
For Barnes United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, that injustice is youth violence.
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In the late '90s, Barnes' neighborhood was among those leading the city in homicides, said the Rev. Charles Harrison, the
church’s senior pastor. He said the violence was affecting the church. “It was creating fear. People were afraid to come
into the neighborhood because of the high level of violence, gangs and drug dealers, so we were trying to respond to
that,” he said.
Indianapolis Ten Point Coalition, a faith-based nonprofit aimed at helping reduce violence and homicides in the
surrounding neighborhoods, was born out of their efforts.
For nearly two decades now, members of Barnes UMC and other volunteers have been walking the streets engaging atrisk youth during Ten Point’s weekly faith walks. Many of the church members are ex-offenders themselves, former drug
dealers and gang members, said Harrison, who is president of the coalition.
“They go out in the evening time into the areas where we’re experiencing the highest levels of violence and their role is to
look for those individuals who are drug trafficking, who may be involved in robberies or gang activity. And what they’re
doing is their sharing their story with the young people of the mistakes that they made in their life that led many of them
to prison. … They talk about the role that God has played in their life in helping them to turn their life around and get on
the right path,” Harrison said.
“We see ourselves as the light of Christ in the midst of these communities that are experiencing a lot of violence, poverty,
lack of quality education opportunities, broken families, and our very presence there says to people that we care.”

That's witness when you do things like that and do them publicly, Stamm said.
“You discern as a congregation that this is the particular way that God is asking us to be faithful to our baptismal vows in
this place,” he said.
United Methodists also can witness individually to co-workers, friends and neighbors.
“If we can be relieved of thinking we have to somehow become particularly articulate theologically to witness, if we can
get past that … We’re not asking people to be amateur preachers and teachers … we are asking them to live consistently
with the gospel,” Stamm said.
Leading a Christian life by example is a form of witness, whether it’s acting with integrity in the workplace, showing
compassion to neighbors, or helping others embody the love of Christ through advocacy and outreach.
New United Methodist Jill Schmalz, who became a member of The Gathering UMC last fall, is actively living out her faith
through volunteering, small group ministries and Christian education classes. She said there are easy ways to witness in
day-to-day life.
“Sometimes, it can be as simple as including church attendance when discussing your weekend plans. … People are
curious, and most of us have experienced that longing for a greater purpose or understanding in life. When you make
yourself approachable and are willing to listen, people will ask about faith. … I am glad to share my story with others,” she
said.
Stamm said it begins with people believing they can make a difference.
“Any kind of positive intervention in a system can begin to change the whole system,” he said. “Positive witness in any
particular place can begin to change the community. It really can.”
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It’s Easter Egg Time! That’s right, mark your calendars because it’s
time to start planning our Easter egg making for 2019. This is a great
time of fellowship as well as a fundraiser for our church. We will begin
on Monday morning January 7th and continue each Monday through
April 8th. The last day to place orders for eggs will be April 1st.
If you haven’t helped before, here is an overview of our Monday work
days. People arrive anytime from about 8:00 to lunchtime - come when you can - we stop for lunch at about
noon and continue most days till around 2:00. If you have questions, please talk to Laurie Smith, Barb Goss or
Sandy Bovard. We will also plan to hold a drive thru egg sale in April. We need your help to make this years sale
a success, so plan to come join the fun.
Another project we support here at Charlton is the Homeland Hospice Casserole Program. Charlton Church
provides casseroles to Homeland Hospice twice a year, during the months of January and July. These meals are
prepared by members and placed in our freezer. Homeland then delivers them to families in Hospice care to
help ease the burden during this difficult time. If you are interested in helping prepare meals, please contact
Laurie Smith @ 541-8415.

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,
and especially to those who are of the household of faith”
Galatians 6:10

There are times in life when we simply are overwhelmed, and something
as simple as an unexpected meal can make all the difference. The apostle
Paul makes it very clear in his epistles that the ‘household of faith’ need to
care for one another.
Our Meal Ministry at Charlton Church is as simple as it sounds … providing a meal to someone in need.
Whether it’s the birth of a child, home from the hospital, serious illness, death of a family member, loss of a
job, or some other emergency situation … the Charlton family would like to help ease your burden by
providing a meal or two.
If you are in one of these situations, or know someone in need, please give us the opportunity to serve and
love you during this time. Simply call the church office or Marjorie Martin (717-545-8564) and make us aware
of the need.
If you would like to be part of what God is doing in caring for the physical needs of those in his church,
particularly as it relates to preparing food/meals for those in need, please contact the church office.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

WBIIIELCOME
Welcome to Carol Murphy who
joined our church family on
November 11, 2018.
Welcome to Wallace and June
Rohrbach who joined our church
family on November 11, 2018.

IN

SIIIIIYMPATHY
The sympathy of the Charlton
congregation is extended to the
family of Ramona Enders, who
died on September 5, 2018.
The sympathy of the Charlton
congregation is extended to the
family of Charles Huff, who died
on October 7, 2018.
The sympathy of the Charlton
congregation is extended to the
family of Nancy Cooker, who died
on November 21, 2018.

Dear Charlton Church,
Thank you to the members of Charlton Church for providing a warm welcome to
my cousin Kate Brooks the evening of her presentation on her family's ministry in
Kenya. A total of $381 was donated to Horsepower, Kate's horse therapy
program for Kenyan children with mental and physical disabilities. A special
thanks to Chuck Kaufmann, Marianne Eagle, and Deb Livingston for all their help
to make the evening a success. Kate was very touched and appreciative and
thanks you all for your generosity and support.
Love, Kay Lengle

Dear Charlton family,
Thank you for the cards and prayers during our time of loss. Jeannine loved
attending Charlton Church with us because everyone was so kind and friendly to
her. We are thankful for your support.
Paul and Heidi Stanalonis

Jane and I want to thank our church family for the outpouring of support during
the final days of our daughter Kim's life on earth. The response was
overwhelming! We are very grateful for the prayers, the kind thoughts, the cards
and the calls. The Charlton Church Family is a very caring and responsive
congregation! They truly are the hands and feet of God. We thank you all from
our hearts.
Sincerely, Jane and Don Hacker

I want to thank my Charlton Church family for all the lovely sympathy cards,
prayers and calls at the passing of my sister, Andrea. God Bless you all.
Nola Miller

Dear Pastor Les,
The Moms group was so appreciative of the opportunity to hold a 'Trunk or
Treat' event at Charlton Church. Thank you for everyone's time and support at
this event. A special thank you to Trish, Ben, Jim, Marianne, church members and
preschool members for handing out treats, cooking hot dogs, serving food and
taking time to meet with us to set up this event. We were thankful for this time
of community and fellowship.
Sincerely, Laurie Joyce
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It's been a busy and exciting start to the 2018-2019 school year.
In September, we had a visit from SSD Rico.
Thanks to dedicated parent volunteers, October's focus on fire
prevention allowed us the opportunity to meet fire fighters and
see a firetruck.

Our Thanksgiving Feast was shortened due to the early snow, but still much to be thankful for.
As we look ahead, we will begin December learning
about different Christmas traditions. The rest of the
month will be spent learning about the birth of Jesus.
Mrs. Wagner's class will act out the nativity story during
our Christmas concert on Friday, December 21. The
entire church is invited to join us in the sanctuary for this
special presentation.
To coincide with the PA Farm Show, preschool classes
will learn about farms and farm animals. Next, we will learn about the season of
winter, including snow and hibernation.
February will be spent learning about God's love and Valentine's Day. Mrs. Wagner's
class will take a field trip to the Post Office to mail our Valentines.
Thank you to everyone for their continued support of Charlton Preschool. Thanks to
your generous support, the Preschool will be able to keep tuition prices the same for
the coming 2019-2020 school year. The profits from the Usborne Book sale also allowed us to purchase more
than $500 worth of new books for the classrooms. Special thanks to those who contributed to the purchase of
our new carpets in the Preschool rooms.

One of the easiest ways you can help support this ministry is by purchasing gift cards for Giant Foods, Karns
Foods and Weis Markets. You may purchase gift cards on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Desk, in the church
office, or by contacting Laurie Smith, who is coordinating this program. Checks should be payable to Charlton
Church.
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Kid’s Night Out is our monthly
outreach to our community,
and is for children age 3
through 10. The gatherings
run from 6:30 to 8 pm.

This is our weekly gathering for children in
preschool through 5th grade. We meet
Sunday mornings from 9:40 am until 10:50
am. Our focus this year is “At Home With
God”, where we are learning about what it
means to be part of God’s family.

January 11th — Movie Night
February 8th — Valentine's Day theme
March 8th — Sports Night

Come and hear
the Nativity Story
like you’ve never
heard it before.

The KIDs Club are inviting their families to
join them for a very special evening of fun.

Friday
February
15

Sunday,
December 23
One Service
@ 9:30 am

6:30 pm

2018 WINTER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

No Youth Gatherings

Sundays, 6th and 20th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Sundays, 10th and 24th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm
Friday, 20th—Saturday, 21st
Cabin Sleep Over
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A United Methodist Community

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World
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Harrisburg, PA 17112
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Trish Wagner
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Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?
Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch
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