Hands On Hope humanitarian service trip to Mexico 2018
A thundering thank you, for your contribution to the effort that hopes to bless lives and
the small LDS branch in San Quintin, Mexico. They, and we are so grateful to you. You
are part of what makes it all possible! Your donations meant that you were part of
stepping in for Santa, and becoming the helping hands of God for so many families
during December of 2018.
Here are some thoughts written by one of our service team members, Julia, about
spending Christmas away.

“We vetoed our traditional Christmas this year. Didn’t decorate. Didn’t send
paper cards. Didn’t buy a battalion gifts. Didn’t dread November and hate
December. A few weeks ago I screenshotted
these quotes from The Small Seed: “Look for
Christ and you will find Him. And with Him,
everything else.” [C.S. Lewis]
‘We love this season. We love Him. We promise
if you’re struggling to find that spirit of Christ,
you simply need to find Him, and you’ll find the
true spirit of Christmas there, too.’ [The Small
Seed] And for so many reasons this Christmas
was the best decision!”

Before I get into all the wonderful parts of what made the trip so incredible, we want to
dedicate this years trip to our beloved friend, and former service team leader, Karen
Heiss. For those who are unfamiliar, Karen passed away peacefully on 9 November
2018 after a week-long battle with sepsis. She used to bustle around all year preparing
for the Christmas trip by gathering spanish children’s books, hygiene items and
anticipation. While serving in Mexico, she was a force to be reckoned with, as she
brought smiles and love to her friends there. Even while she endured physical pain, she
would light up the room with her willingness and love for others. Truly an amazing

