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Split Rock Wilds Mountain Bike Trail is Open!
By Haley Searls
On the afternoon of June 15th, the wide yellow ribbon marking the Split Rock Wilds Mountain Bike Trail was cut as a small gathering celebrated the trail's opening. The Split Rock Wilds
Mountain Bike Trail currently consists of 21
miles of challenging trails, accessible through
either Shipwreck Creek Campground, located
on the south end of the trail, or through Cove
Point Lodge property, located on the north end
of the trail. The majority of the trails in the system are rocky, offering the highest level of challenge in this region. This is due to the naturally
rugged terrain of the area, which features rocky
ridges and narrow valleys.
The trail opening celebration began with
Janelle Jones, the executive director of Lovin'
Lake County, thanking everyone for coming and
commenting on what an exciting day it was in
Lake County with the opening of the trail. Jones
said that it was really exciting, a dream come
true, and it would be a great attraction on the
North Shore.
Lake County Land Commissioner Nate Eide
spoke next, telling the story of how the Split
Rock Wilds Mountain Bike Trail came to be.
Back in 2015, Eide noticed that the area around
Split Rock would be great for mountain bike
trails. The Lake County Board agreed, seeing
ahead to the potential impact such trails might
have for revitalizing the Beaver Bay and Silver
Bay area. Eide knew that Split Rock was a key
area for the trail due to its unique terrain and
topography. “Kind of a no-brainer to put a bike
trail here,” he said, hoping that the trail would
create a great place for families to come and
enjoy the outdoors.
Dave Cizmas, Lake County's Recreation Forester, spoke next, picking up with the story of
the trail where Eide left off. In 2020, Lake
County Forestry started building the trails,
partnering with the Iron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation Board (IRRR), Greater Minnesota Parks and Trails Legacy Fund, and the One
Track Mind Foundation to make the vision of
the trail a reality. In 2021, nine additional miles
of trail were added, giving bikers the option of
riding a loop. Cizmas commented on how the
trail was “an amazing team effort”, and that
everyone working on the project helped to make
the trail very special and unique.
Representative Rob Ecklund expressed his
gratitude for being invited to the trail opening.
Representative Ecklund is a member of the
IRRR Advisory Board, and has introduced a lot
of trails to the legislature. He predicts that
people will come from all over to ride the trails
- because where else can you ride 21 miles of
bike trails and then go to Lake Superior?

Split Rock Wilds Mountain Bike Trail ribbon cutting event, July 15, 2022.
(photo submitted by Lovin’ Lake County)
Jim Plummer, in charge of Mining and Reclamation at the IRRR, is a mountain biker who
got to work on the trails. He supports investment into quality of life type projects such as
the trail, because a healthy business environment makes the host community more liveable and vibrant. Attracting tourists and spending to an area creates a demand for existing
businesses to expand and for new businesses
to start. Plummer says that the trail is a great
opportunity for families and youth to get out
and go biking. People want to work where they
play, so the trail may bring more job growth
to the North Shore. Northeastern Minnesota
is becoming a world class biking area, featuring some of the best trail builders in the country. Plummer states that the return on the investment put into the trail will be great.
Andy Hubley from the Arrowhead Regional
Development Commission (ARDC) spoke
last. Hubley leads ARDC Planning's land use
and transportation planning efforts in the Arrowhead region. According to Hubley, in his
25 years of trail planning he has never worked
on a trail project with more support than the
Split Rock Wilds Mountain Bike Trail.
After Hubley finished speaking, the ribbon
marking the trail was cut and guests were invited to help themselves to refreshments before trying out the trail. Spokengear provided
mountain bikes to guests who didn't have one,

VanHouse Construction

• Dirtwork • Excavation • Concrete Work
• Home Building & Remodelling

Steve VanHouse
General Contractor
Lic. # 20077107

23 Marks Drive
Silver Bay, MN 55614

Cell: 218.220.1212
House: 218.226.4233

www.northernconsultinganddev.com

and I rode the “beginner friendly” (though still
fairly difficult to me) loop near the Shipwreck
Creek Campground. For those looking for a bigger challenge, the trail gets more rocky and technical as it heads towards Cove Point. Across the
creek from the Shipwreck Creek Campground,
on Pine Knob, there are multiple advanced and
expert level trails with jumps, drops, and rock
rolls. The upper trail then remains rocky and
technical until descending into Cove Point,
while the lower trail is less physically challenging.
Despite the challenge, the trail was beautiful,
with all the different shades of green forest mingling together into one calming hue. The green
was accented by the grays and browns of rocks
and dirt, and the sounds of the woods and the
warm sun was relaxing. As visitors come this
summer and the summers after to bike the Split
Rock Wilds Mountain Bike Trail, I am sure
some will find it as peaceful as I did.

