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THE PROCLAIMER
From Pastor Werfelmann for The Proclaimer
June, 2018
To the People of God at Grace and Our Friends,
This month I want to share with you a sin of the church which is seldom recognized, or even
thought of as a sin. That sin is the sin of niceness. Somewhere we have gotten the belief that
the church is a place for nice people. And most of us try to be nice. Far be it for any of us to
cause dissention in the church. I see niceness in the church all the time. I saw nice people
faithfully attending for a year Saturday planning session. Some people talked, most people just
sat silently, too nice to share what you really felt, let others determine the direction and purpose
of the church. I see niceness when secret votes are taken and only then do people raise their
voices in opposition. I see niceness when people complain in private about what is happening,
but silent at times when you could really do something about it. I see niceness when the majority
of people on an issue kowtow to a minority of people – maybe even one person.
Why is niceness in a church a sin? Because it lacks passion. In Revelation 3:15-16 we read: I
know your works: you are neither cold nor hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot
nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.” We are on the verge of calling a pastor. But if we are
depending on the passion of a pastor to produce a growing church, then we are calling someone
to fail.
Why is niceness in a church a sin? Because it lacks love. In Matthew 18:15 we read, “If your
brother sins against you, go and show him his fault.” Nowhere in Scripture will you find the
command to be nice. Christian niceness is neither Christian nor nice, just like Grape Nuts are
neither grapes nor nuts. Jesus, when confronted by sin spoke directly and precisely. There was
no vague spineless, “I don’t want to hurt your feelings.”
Why is being nice a sin – because it makes you a hypocrite. Now there is something we can
agree upon as a sin. We especially note the sin in someone else. Being a hypocrite means you
are being something you are not. Not wanting to hurt someone’s feelings in some cases is not
only a lack of kindness, it is mostly an act of lovelessness.
I believe that most Christians long for real heart connections with real people. We are unsatisfied
by churches populated with plastic smiles. If we are really friends, which most of you say you
are, then we must speak the truth in love. Also we need to acknowledge that sometimes we
might be wrong.
We have suggestions of pastors who might be good for our congregation. As we look at their
profiles, we must discern their answers, and not be afraid to say,” I don’t think this is the person
for us, and here is why.” Or, “Here is the person for us, and here is why.” That is being kind to
the person you are calling, and being kind to your fellow members. If any old pastor will do, then
let’s just throw the names on a wall, and which ever one sticks – that is good enough. This is not
a time to be nice but to be discerning and allowing the Holy Spirit to speak through each of us as
he moves us.
Yours in Christ,
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JUNE CALENDAR NOTES:
7 Elder’s Meeting 6:30PM
10 Stewardship Meeting following service
11 Council Meeting 6:30PM
14 Flag Day
17 Father’s Day
21 First Day of Summer

Mite Sunday-June 24

Serve the Lord
with Gladness...
Psalm 100:2

June Readers
3 Lonnie Hendrix
10 David Foye
27 Mike Ryan
24 Kathy Lawson

Robert Gillespie
Elaine Pearson
Marilee Ryan
Walt Ziebell

6
8
15
23
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JUNE 2018
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday

Saturday

Friday

1

2

Living Word
Church 6PM10PM
3
4
9:00 Education Hour
10:00a Worship Service
With Holy Communion

7Elder’s Meeting 8
6
Women’s Bible Study 6:30PM
9:30AM
Quilting 12PM

5
Men’s Bible Study
10:00AM

Living Word Church
4PM-9PM
10
11
Council Meeting
9:00 Education Hour
10:00a Worship Service 6:30PM
Stewardship Meeting
after service

12
13
14
Men’s Bible Study  Women’s Bible Study
10:00AM
9:30AM
 Quilting 12PM

Living Word
Church 6PM10PM
19
20
21
Men’s Bible Study  Women’s Bible Study First Day of
10:00AM
9:30AM
Summer
 Quilting 12PM

Mite
Sunday
Living Word Church
4PM-9PM

22

23



Living Word
Church 6PM10PM

Living Word Church
4PM-9PM
24
25
9:00 Education Hour
10:00a Worship Service
With Holy Communion

16



Living Word Church
4PM-9PM
17
18
9:00 Education Hour
10:00a Worship Service
With Holy Communion
Father’s Day

Living Word
Church 6PM10PM
15

9

26
Men’s Bible Study
10:00AM

27
28
Women’s Bible Study
9:30AM
Quilting 12PM

29

30
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To members of Living Word Church for the work that they put in
cleaning out and weeding the flower beds on Holly Drive. What a
difference! It looks great out there! Thank you to all who helped!

We will be having our annual church
picnic in August, (date yet to be
determined.)
Please watch for further details to come!

THE HISTORY OF FLAG DAY
The first celebration of the U.S. Flag's birthday was
held in 1877 on the 100th anniversary of the Flag
Resolution of 1777. However, it is believed that the
first annual recognition of the flag's birthday dates
back to 1885 when school teacher, BJ Cigrand, first
organized a group of Wisconsin school children to
observe June 14 - the 108th anniversary of the
official adoption of The Stars and Stripes as the Flag's Birthday. Cigrand, now known as the
'Father of Flag Day,' continued to publically advocate the observance of June 14 as the
flag's 'birthday', or 'Flag Day' for years.
Just a few years later the efforts of another school teacher, George Balch, led to the
formal observance of 'Flag Day' on June 14 by the New York State Board of Education. Over
the following years as many as 36 state and local governments began adopted the annual
observance. For over 30 years Flag Day remained a state and local celebration.
In 1916, the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 became a nationally observed event
by a proclamation by President Woodrow Wilson. However, it was not designated as
National Flag Day until August 3rd, 1949, when an Act of Congress designated June 14th of
each year as National Flag Day.
Today, Flag Day is celebrated with parades, essay contests, ceremonies, and picnics
sponsored by veterans' groups, schools, and groups like the National Flag Day foundation
whose goal is to preserve the traditions, history, pride, and respect that are due the
nation's symbol, Old Glory.
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