
Hello From Your SDTA President 

 

 

2017 Pre-State Convention Newsletter 
http://southdakotataxidermistassoc.com 

 

PRESIDENT 

Derick Wenck                                        

500 Rosewood Drive                              

Harrisburg, SD 57032                              

(605) 881-8474 

kcnew6@hotmail.com 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

Jamie McNutt 

17417 404th Ave 

Doland, SD 57436 

(605) 460-1221 

mcnutt@nvc.net 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Newsletter Editor/

Webmaster 

Glenda McNutt 

17417 404th Ave 

Doland, SD 57436 

(605) 460-2133 

mcnutt@nvc.net 
 

BOARD MEMBERS       

Scholarship Committee *                       

Tom Hansen * 

33461 430th Ave                                     

Windom, MN 56101                                 

(507) 830-0633 

thansen30@hotmail.com 

 

Lance Johnson *  

110 3rd Ave S                                                  

Casselton, ND 58012                                   

(701) 367-4298                                          

wctaxidermy1@gmail.com 

 

Ronn McDaniel 

46861 SD Hwy 15                                           

Wilmot, SD 57279                                       

(605) 228-5007   

grand_doctor@yahoo.com 

 

John Willer *  

24303 K42                                                

Merrill, IA 51038                                         

(712) 938-2612                                         

jnjcwiller@yahoo.com 

 

Kyle Schlesser 

29337 150th Street                                              

Le Mars, IA 51031                                                 

(712) 540-5868                                  

schlessertaxidermy@frontiernet.net 

     Wow, every year I am shocked how fast the show comes around!  Not sure about you all, but I am ready to have 
another fun year with everyone from the SDTA.  I really hope everyone is having a great taxidermy year and hunting 
season as well. What a year it was for me, I actually got to sneak out west for a mule deer hunt. It was a fast paced 
hunt, I left Thursday night from Harrisburg at 4:30 pm got to Buffalo, SD a little after midnight. That night/morning I 
slept in my truck, woke up scouted all day Friday and found a nice old mature mule deer. Opening morning I got up 
and got out to the buttes I spotted him in the day before. Took me a bit to get on him and belly crawled to within 
115 yards and put him down. I had him all quartered out and packed him out by 10:30 that morning and was on the 
road headed for home to get ready for deer to start coming in Sunday night. I put on 1550 miles in 3 days well 
worth it. Then after 3 weeks of archery hunting on the opener of our east river rifle season I snuck into my stand 
that evening. To my surprise after 15 min in the stand I had bucks traveling, rattled a nice (15 pointer for you Minne-
sota people), and that was the end to my deer season.   
     Every year we have been growing the show and I can't wait to see what this year has in store for us, as this is a 

BIG MILE STONE...{5¢! ƛǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ мр ¸9!w{Σ thank you for being a part of that. If there is anything 

you would like to see for seminars give me a shout, I am open for ideas.  We have been contacting the judges and so 
far the seminars are looking good;  it just amazes me the new stuff that we learn about every year.  I hope you can 
join us for a great weekend of fun, laughter and learning. 
     ! ŦŜǿ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦΦΦthis year as you bring your items in for registration—EVERYONE will use the doors located 
on the northeast side of the Event Center, Entrance άGέΣ we will have an area set up for preening, have a photog-
raphy area set and then a setting committee will set your mounts in the display area (THE DISPLAY AREA WILL BE 
CLOSED TO MEMBERS).  Glenda will be setup back here as well to get your pre-registration packet.  WE WILL NOT 
BE USING THE FRONT DOORS TO REGISTER.   Also please note, w9DL{¢9w!¢Lhb ²L[[ .9 Cwha уΥлл ǘƻ млΥлл ŀƳ.  
Any mounts that show up after 10:00 will not be registered  for judging (unless we are having bad weather). With 
our show growing each year, we have to speed the process and stay on schedule and do not want loitering in the 
display room.  If you have issues with this, please address a9Φ  
     Competition room will open Saturday morning at 8:00 am, this is when you can go in and vote for your 
άTaxidermist Choiceέ winner.  All ballots must be turned in by 9:00 am.  At 9:00 you can then post your business 
cards or a postcard sized sign next to your mounts as the competition will be open to the public.  It is your responsi-
bility to do this. 
     If you are planning on winning any άCompetitor Awardsέ we ask that you please make sure you are present at 
the awards banquet to win (and be dressed appropriately) as we have to have photos of all winners to send in to  
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A Word From Your Vice-President 
     WOW another year has slipped by! I hope you all have had a great year of fishing and hunting.  It has been a very busy year for me, in June and July I 

helped a friend build his lake home on Lake Kampeska in Watertown. Then in August we broke ground in Doland for a commercial retail building that will 

house GlendaΩs flower shop (Just Beecuz Floral & Gifts) and 2 other retail stores.  Once the dirt work was done we had to wait over a month to pour con-

crete. I had originally hoped to have Glenda in her unit by Dec 1st but with the delay I was now hoping for the first of the year.  She was open the first 

week of the New Year. It sure didnΩt leave much time for hunting!  Dalton and I went west river archery hunting and had a lot of fun and some close calls 

but we came home empty handed. Dalton had a west river firearm any deer tag and 9 minutes into the season shot a 22 in wide 3 x3 mulie with brow 

tines.  East River came and went Dalton shot a nice 5x5 and Glenda and I both shot 4x4s. Ice fishing has started off OK I guess, not a lot of fish but have 

been getting some nice ones (Dalton pulled up an 8 pounder a few days ago) and havenΩt been skunked yet!  Knock on wood!   

     I have started getting some things ready for the competitions and have been trying to decide where I will be able to get to. The Wisconsin and North 

Dakota shows are high on my list to attend as well as Nebraska, I donΩt believe I will make the World Show again this year as Dalton graduates on Satur-

day and I would have to leave early to make it home for that.  I read on Taxinet that the hotel for the World Show would not guarantee 2 queen beds; 

some people might end up with 1 king. It might make for some strange sleeping arrangements if you are splitting a room with somebody.  Anyway, I wish 

the best of luck to the South Dakota members that go.  For those of you that have asked, yes we are set back in the big ballroom this year at the event 

center and yes the vendors will be in closed doors.  Everything should be back like it was and good to go. 

     Just a reminder to everyone to pre-order from the vendors that will be coming to our show, this not only saves you money on shipping costs but also 

shows that the members do appreciate all the time and hard work it takes for them to travel to our show.  It is getting harder and harder to find new 

vendors willing to come to a state show.  This year we are pleased to have Matuska, McKenzie, The Wildlife Gallery, RoostinΩ Ridge and please welcome a 

new vendor - H & H Fur Dressing.  Get your pre-orders placed with them today! 

     Rick Krane has said he would judge fish for our show in 2018 and 2019 but we will still need a whitetail judge and a bird judge. I think Clint Rickey 

would be a good whitetail judge and Randy Holler or Dale Manning are 2 bird judges I can think of.  There are a lot of shows on the same weekend as ours 

and the good judges are going to book up quick. There will be 2 board members coming up for vote as well as President, Vice President and Secretary 

Treasurer, please put on your thinking caps so we are prepared to talk about all this at our board meeting.  Looking forward to seeing all my SDTA friends 

very soon. 

Jamie McNutt, SDTA Vice President                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

A Trophy of a Lifetime Taxidermy Studio 

Continued from President 
the companies sponsoring these awards and it looks pretty bad to send in a photo without the winner. 
     Just the last minute reminders:  9±9w¸hb9 please  tw9-w9DL{¢9wΧ if you do not pre-register, you will not get discounted rates for the hotel rooms, 
you will be paying more for your convention registration and meal tickets will bh¢ .9 !±!L[!.[9 at the door.  We are sorry for doing this, but with 
bigger venues we have to let catering know ahead of time on how to plan for our meal, size, staff, etc.  Also once again, there /!bbh¢ be any outside 
food or beverages outside the hospitality room or your hotel room.  If anyone tries to bring something in the Event Center and the staff seeΩs you you 
will be asked to leave no matter what.  This is your warning!  
     LetΩs get those creative minds working, I know some of you have already been working on your stuff (makes me jealous); I am amazed by all the 
creative work everyone come up with and that is part of the fun, just seeing everyoneΩs creativity.   
 
Derick Wenck, SDTA President 
Diggers Taxidermy 

https://www.taxidermy.net/wtc/ 





 

 

A Word From Your Secretary/Treasurer 
     Well it has been a great year for me, this time not so much to do with hunting but just following my dreams. Early spring I learned that my current 

location for my flower shop was no longer going to be available for rent at the end of the year as it was going up for sale with this news didnΩt fly so well 

with me.  I was not sure what that meant for my future, I had come so far to just let my dream go so what was I going to do.  Well after some talking and 

lots of praying an opportunity approached me and that is when I decided to build.  And that is where I Thank God I know a good carpenter/husband/

taxidermist, have a great family, have a hometown lender that is wanting to promote growth in our community and a strong backbone that isnΩt willing 

to give up a fight.  Long story short (visit my Facebook page Just Beecuz Floral & Gifts to see the photo album άNew Shopέ and read the articles) we built 

a new retail shop in Doland.  Many volunteer hours went into this project, but I can proudly say that άI did itέΦ  On the day of Christmas Eve, with lots of 

friends help and support, I moved into my new shop. 

     Jamez is starting his third year of acting school out in LA 

and still loves it.  He did come home again this year for the 

summer and Christmas, it never gets easier to say goodbye 

but I know he loves what he is doing and is following his 

dream as well.  Dalton is a senior this year, wow I donΩt 

know where that time has gone.  He had an AWESOME 

year of dirt biking and even won a championship.  He has 

been accepted into LATI in Watertown and will be taking 

Business and Marketing and Management.  He plans to then 

come home and work in the taxidermy business.  He has really shown some great interest and has come up with some good ideas, I have to say that this 

mom is very impressed with the amount of respect and responsibility this 17 year old has developed over the past few years.  We are pretty lucky to 

have such great boys, with their minds set they will go far someday in this huge world. 

     On to SDTA Items -  I think Digger and Jamie have both touched base on everything, just make sure and read through Diggers letter as there are some 

NEW CHANGES taking place this year.  One thing I would like to add is about our Auction - this takes place Friday evening and is for EVERYONE.  It is a fun 

evening to get to know others so please join us if you havenΩt done so in the past.  This is basically our annual fundraiser for our organization and IΩd like 

to see more individuals participate.  With that being said it may be that you just want to come have fun and buy but we are also asking for some of you 

to please donate something.  Weather it be taxidermy supplies from your shop that you are not going to use, maybe a wildlife print, jewelry, put togeth-

er a movie basket for the kids, maybe you garden and would like to share some of your canned goods.  Lets get creative and add some fun for the wives 

and kids this year at the auction!  I canΩt wait to see you all very soon.  Please PRE-REGISTER!!   

Glenda McNutt, SDTA Secretary/Treasurer          A Trophy of a Lifetime Taxidermy Studio 

McNutt Complex, located at the junction of Hwy 212 and 37 in Doland, SD. 

Shane Augeson, Owner                                                               

Wallhangers Taxidermy                                                     

9040 40th St NW 

Milan MN 56262 

(320) 269-3337                             

saugeson@icloud.com 

www.wallhangerstaxidermystudio.com  
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Weõll see you at the 2017                            

SDTA Convention! 

From people to 

animals &                       

everything in   

between weõll 

capture your 

greatest                     

memories & 

achievements!!  

RENEGADE                                                            

Kelsi Grave ~ 605-881-4151 

KEEP UP TO DATE 

with the SDTA 
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Best Western Ramkota Hotel                                             

1901 9th Avenue SW 

Watertown SD 57201 

For Reservations Call 605-886-8011 

There is a special block of rooms reserved with a rate of $95.99 for standard 

rooms or $139.99 for suites, plus tax, so make sure and identify yourself as 

being with the South Dakota Taxidermist Association Group in order to receive 

the group rate.   

RESERVATIONS NEED TO BE MADE ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 17TH, 

2017 in order to receive this group rate. DONôT FORGET, CALL TODAY!!! 

DIRECTIONS TO HOTEL 

The Watertown Event Center and Best Western Ramkota Hotel are 

located on the west side of Watertown on the north side of Hwy 212.  

Lodging 



 

Judges 

Hello from WŜũ aƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ - I have fished extensively throughout Colorado as well as over 

the United States and Mexico.  I used to fish over 250 days a year (that was before I was mar-

ried of course).  I am knowledgeable in warm water, cold water and saltwater species.  My 

wife and I have been lucky enough to have fished all over  the country.  From chasing world  

record Golden Trout in the Wind River Exchange, catching large tarpon in the KeyΩs, salmon in 

Alaska and many other species in between.  In my years of fishing I have caught many trophy 

fish including two line class world record fish; which of course I mounted. 

     It was through years of having my own fish mounted and being unhappy with the quality 

of work I received, that I decided I was going to learn the art of taxidermy.  Throughout my 

training,  some of the best knowledge I received was through competing in taxidermy compe-

titions.  I began doing taxidermy as a hobby in 1995 an started competing in 1997.  I soon 

discovered that I could learn from the advice I received from those who judged my work over 

the years.  It was that year I began doing fish taxidermy full time.   

     After several years of competing, I started judging competitions in 2001.  I have been hon-

ored to have been able to judge at State shows, Nationals and The Worlds, including the Eu-

ropean Championships.  Attending these competitions allows me to keep up with modern 

techniques around the world to give the best to my clients. 

     I take pride in doing the most lifelike mounts with 

modern techniques that will provide lasting memories 

from mounting someoneΩs άonce in a lifetimeέ trophy 

to a little oneΩs first fish.   

I look forward to working with you,                                            

Jeff 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ aŜƴƎ - Gameheads and Mammals  .ǊŜǘ YƛǊƪ - Birds 

.Ǌƛŀƴ hƭǎƻƴ - Whitetail Deer Heads   WŜũ aƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ - Fish 

     Hi, IΩm .Ǌƛŀƴ hƭǎƻƴ from Platteville, WI.  I am 50 years old and 

began taxidermy in 1983.  I currently sculpt manikins for Matuska 

Taxidermy Supply Company and I run a full time studio in Platteville.  

We mount about 100 game heads and a lot of full mount pieces a 

year. 

     Awards won: Best in World, National Championship, State Compe-

titions, 3 Best of Show, 5 Wasco and Hundreds of miscellaneous rib-

bons at state shows. 

     My goal as a judge in South Dakota is to teach your members some 

of the things I have learned over the years and hopefully make some-

one a better taxidermist.  I canΩt wait to be back for my second year.  

See you soon,                                                                                                                               

Brian 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ aŜƴƎ of Dakota Taxidermy is an exceptionally talented 

young man. With connections to several zoos and museums in Ohio, 

Daniel has had the opportunity to handle live animals and the hides of 

animals most of us can only dream of. 

     At 14, Daniel was commissioned by the Cleveland Museum of Natural 

History to mount a cheetah. In 2009 he entered the World Taxidermy 

Championship and won the Best Novice category at age 15. By age 21 

Daniel has won several awards at National and World level, including the 

2016 World Champion Large Mammal award with a Leopard. DanielsΩ 

extensive knowledge of mammals and time spent working with many 

World Champions makes Daniel a welcome addition to the 2017 SDTA 

Judges line up. 

 

.ǊŜǘ YƛǊƪ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 

46th Annual                         

National              

Taxidermists 

Association 

Convention, Competition and Trade Show 

July 12 - 15, 2017 

Davis Conference Center    Layton, UT 

For more information contact the NTA at                        

618-669-2929   info@NationalTaxidermists.com 

$500 SDTA Scholarship now available                                                             
For more information go to the ñscholarship guidelines                      

and application formò link found at                         

www.southdakotataxidermistassoc.com                                                         
APPLY 

NOW 



2017 SDTA Convention Schedule of Events                                                                 
 Watertown Event Center                                                                                                                                                                                                          

1901 9th Ave SW  ~  Watertown, SD 57201   605-886-6127 

THURSDAY, MARCH 16 

5:00 pm ï 9:00  Vendor and Competition Room Set-Up, Suppliers may set up.       

9:00 pm  Board of Directors Meeting at Minervas (inside motel) 

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17             

 When dropping off mounts, please enter through the North Event Center Entrance ñGò located on the northeast of Event Center.                                  

COMPETITION PIECES ACCEPTED UNTIL 10:00 am!  If there are problems meeting this deadline, contact Derick Wenck at (605) 881-8474 

8:00 am ï 10:00 am Registration and entries accepted for competition. (Glacial Lakes Ballroom)                                                                         

All mounts will have a photo taken w/o the taxidermist prior to being placed in the competition area.  COMPEITION AREA WILL BE CLOSED TO ALL MEM-

BERS AT THIS TIME, a setting committee has been formed to set your pieces.  ANY ENTRIES ARRIVING AFTER 10:00 AM WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR 

JUDGING. 

(8:00 am on Friday until 9:00 am on Saturdayï Competition Room is CLOSED to ALL Competitors for Judging.) 

 11:15 am - 12:00 pm Welcome Meeting for everyone (Heritage Theater)  

              10:00 am - 9:00 pm Vendor Room Open for Business (Whitewood) Must have name tag to get in.     

    Vendor Room will be CLOSED during all seminars, but will remain open during the auction.   

 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm Seminar 1 (Heritage Theater) Brian Olson - Eye Shape and Sitting on a mule deer.  

 3:30 pm - 5:30 pm  Seminar 2 (Prairie) Brandon OôHare - Mounting a pedestal bobcat mount  

 5:30 pm    Judges meet in competition room with board members to go over specialty awards.  

 7:30 pm    Ice Breaker Party and Live Auction (Cottonwood) cash bar available.                                                                     

    Get the good deals on forms and supplies from your favorite supply companies!!! 

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 18              

 8:00 am - 9:00 am   Competition Room Opens (Judging Complete) - ñTaxidermistôs Choice Awardò ballots must be turned in by 9 am. 

 9:00 am - 4:00 pm  Vendor Room Open  

 9:00 am - 5:00 pm  Competition Room Open to Public  Mount Critiques can be done at this time without score sheets.                                     

    Taxidermists may set business cards/signs out (nothing bigger and a postcard 4x6).    

 9:00 am  - 11:00 am Seminar 3 (Prairie) Brett Kirkï Mounting a Pheasant 

 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm Seminar 4 (Heritage Theater)  Daniel Meng - Molding and Casting a Jaw Set   

 3:30 pm - 5:30 pm  Seminar 5 (Prairie)  Jeff Mourning - Fish Painting Techniques    

 5:00 pm   All officer election ballots, ñPeopleôs Choice Awardò ballots must be turned in.     

 5:00 pm   Competition Room is CLOSED to everyone for Ribbon Setting - viewable after banquet    

 6:30 pm   Social Hour (Cottonwood) cash bar available.                                 

 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm   Banquet and Awards Presentation (Cottonwood)         

    Semi-formal dress attire please for camera-friendly purpose. (NO T-SHIRTS/SWEATSHIRTS)   

 9:30 pm   Competition Room Re-Opens to Competitors for ribbon viewing.                                                                                

    Mount critiques to continue with all judges.                                                                                                                

    Photos for winners with piece will be taken at this time.                  

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19 

 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Competition Room Open to Public                                                                 

 10:00 am  - Noon  General Membership Meeting and Elections (Heritage Theater) -                                                             

    Everyone is encouraged to attend, Drawing for $200 gift certificate for those in attendance.  

 12:30 pm   Mounts Released - No entries are allowed to leave until this time. - Please make sure the                 

    public has cleared out of the rooms. 

 Tear Down - VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

Thank You EVERYONE For Your Participation, Hope You Have A Safe Drive Home And See You Again Next Year! 



 

Travis Roberts was the winner of the second SDTA Scholarship which 

was given away last year at the state convention.  Travis used his $500 

scholarship to go train with Shane Augeson a master taxidermist in 

fish. 

ȰTravis was fortunate enough to see Tom Hanson, Ronn McDaniel and 

I work on a group life-size piece for the show as well as get some white-

tail finishing tips from me during some of our down time in between 

steps with his fish.  In general, I think the scholarship program is a 

good opportunity for anybody wishing to increase their knowledge no 

matter what level they are at, novice to master,ȱ said Shane. 
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We encourage EVERYONE to look over the awards listed below and take them into consideration when preparing your entries 

for this years competition.  If the award sponsor is not present to choose their award winner, it will be chosen by the judges.                                                                                                       

Award Sponsored By 

Artisan Award - Competitors Choice United Taxidermist Association 

Best All Around Taxidermist - Based on Score (best score on four mounts, four different categories) Nick Genereux,  2016 Winner 

Best Whitetail Deer in Professional Division - Sponsors Choice  The Wildlife Gallery 

Best in Commercial Division Overall - Based on Score Walnut Creek Hardwood, Inc. 

Best Exotic Animal - Sponsors Choice Safari Club International, Sioux Falls Chapter 

Best Wall Mount Whitetail Deer - Sponsors Choice Glacial Lakes Whitetail Unlimited, Watertown, SD 

Best Whitetail Deer on Pedestal - Sponsors Choice  Glacial Lakes Whitetail Unlimited, Watertown, SD 

Best 360Á Fish - Sponsors Choice Walnut Creek Hardwood, Inc. 

Best Large Game Head with Open Mouth- Sponsors Choice  Walnut Creek Hardwood, Inc. 

Best Mount on Walnut Creek Wood Panel or Base - Amateur Division - Sponsors Choice Walnut Creek Hardwood, Inc. 

Best Mount on Walnut Creek Wood Panel or Base - Novice Division - Sponsors Choice Walnut Creek Hardwood, Inc. 

Best Mount on Walnut Creek Wood Panel or Base - Professional Division - Sponsors Choice Walnut Creek Hardwood, Inc. 

Best Mount on Walnut Creek Wood Panel or Base - Masters Division - Sponsors Choice Walnut Creek Hardwood, Inc. 

Best of Show - Judges Choice Breakthrough Magazine 

Collective Artist - Based on Score South Dakota Taxidermist Association 

Distinguished Service Award - Board Members Choice McKenzie Taxidermy Supply 

McKenzie Choice Best Bird - Taxidermists Choice McKenzie Taxidermy Supply 

McKenzie Choice Best Fish - Taxidermists Choice McKenzie Taxidermy Supply 

McKenzie Choice Life-size Mammal - Taxidermists Choice McKenzie Taxidermy Supply 

McKenzie Choice Best Whitetail Deer - Taxidermists Choice McKenzie Taxidermy Supply 

Competitors Award - Based on Score (best score on four mounts)  Matuska Taxidermy Supply 

Most Artistic - Judges Choice Wasco 

Most Original and Creative - Sponsors Choice Van Dykeôs Taxidermy Supply 

Peopleôs Choice Watertown Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Polytranspar - Judges Choice Wasco 

Habitat Challenge - Judges Choice South Dakota Taxidermist Association 

Species Challenge (Bluegill) Based on Score SDHunting.com 

Star*Fish Best Replica - Sponsors Choice Star*Fish Replicas 

Woody Award - Best Diorama - Judges Choice Taxidermy Today Magazine 

Best Fish - Sponsors Choice Nothinô But Feathers, John Willer 

Best Elk Mount - Sponsors Choice Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Glacial Lakes Chapter 

Best Pheasant Mount - Sponsors Choice Pheasants Forever, Spink County Chapter 

Mayorôs Award - Mayor Steve Thorsonôs Choice  City of Watertown 

Best Large Lifesize Mammal - Sponsors Choice Wes Koehler Taxidermy & Kustom Hydro Graphics 

Best Mixed Group - Sponsors Choice (example:  small mammal & bird) A Trophy of a Lifetime Taxidermy Studio, Jamie McNutt 

Original Art - Sponsors Choice H & H Fur Dressing 

Best Out-of-State Mount - Sponsors Choice Burns Taxidermy, Lance Burns 

Best All Round Perch - Sponsors Choice (skin mount or reproduction)  Glacial Lakes Outdoors and Top Notch Taxidermy 

Most Improved Taxidermist - Sponsors Choice Still Nature Taxidermy - Ronn McDaniel 

Best Large Game Head in Professional Division - Sponsors Choice Coteau Hills Elk Hunts 

Best  Small Lifesize Mammal - Sponsors Choice Certified Testing Services, Inc. 

PRO-1 AWARD (highest scoring masters or professional entry, use of PRO-1 hide paste or PRO-1 tan)  PRO-1 Performance Chemicals 

Old Man of Mikeno Mask Award - Judges Choice (masters entry, based on overall merit)  The National Taxidermist Association 

Awards 



 
 

 

    COMPETITION RULES AND REGULATIONS  

 

 

 

1.  Levels of Competitions 

 AMATEUR:  (18 years old and under) - This division is for the young novice taxidermist and hobbyist. 

 NOVICE:  General idea of anatomy and coloration of species.  Multiple ribbons awarded. 

 PROFESSIONAL:  Mounts should be mechanically sound, technically correct and exhibit the craftsmanship of a professional 

taxidermist.  This division is for the taxidermist engaged in the taxidermy industry for profit.  Multiple ribbons awarded. 

 MASTERS:  Mounts must be original and technically correct, as well as artistically oriented and creative.  This division is for the 

taxidermist who has won 2 ȰBest of Categoryȱ or 3 Blue Ribbon awards at any time in the South Dakota Convention in a particular category 

or anyone who chooses to compete at the highest level.  Multiple ribbons awarded. 

2. Special Divisions 

 COMBINED ARTIST:  This division can be up to 3 taxidermists that have composed a piece together.  They must compete at the 

level of the highest taxidermist.  There is no limit to the number of species in entry, but each entry to be judged has to pay entry fee.  En-

tries are not eligible for Best of Category, Best of Show, Competitorȭs Award or WASCO awards.  The winner will be determined by the pan-

el of judges for best overall presentation.  4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÁØÉÄÅÒÍÉÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ 

ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓȢ 

  COMMERCIAL:  This division is for ALL categories as of 2012. Mounts will be reviewed from 10 foot away, will not be touched, 

and no flashlights will be used.  One ribbon will be awarded to the highest score in each category and then an award will be awarded to the 

highest score over-all. Mounts entered in this division are not eligible for any other awards. 

 SPECIES CHALLENGE:  This yearȭs challenge, 2017, will be a BLUEGILL of any type, can be skin mount or reproduction, has to be 

a 360°. All mounts will be given the same consideration by the judges regardless of division.  The highest scoring mount out of 

all of the bluegill entries from this category will be the award winner.  This yearȭs award winner will choose the 2018 challenge species.  

Mounts entered in this challenge are also eligible for all other ribbons and awards. 

 BEST-ALL-AROUND TAXIDERMIST:  Must have mounts in four different categories and earned a combined total score of at least 

 350 points.  The winner of the Best All Around Taxidermist Award will be responsible for sponsoring next yearȭs award. 

3. Categories 

 UPLAND BIRD:  any upland bird;  permits must accompany protected species. 

 WATERFOWL:  any waterfowl;  permits must accompany protected species. 

 FISH:  any fish with actual skin;  cast head and artificial fins allowed.  Masters Division fish are scored on a 360° position,  

 Professional Division fish can be wall mounts or 360° position. 

 DEERHEADS:  whitetail deer only. 

 GAMEHEADS:  all game heads including mule deer;  excluding whitetail deer;  including half-life sizes;  no rugs. 

 LARGE LIFESIZE MAMMALS: any mammal larger than a mountain lion. 

 SMALL LIFESIZE MAMMALS: any mammal coyote size and smaller. 

 REPTILES:  any reptile. 

 REPRODUCTION:  any medium other than skin mounted taxidermy;  commercial and self-made reproductions will be accepted.  

ORIGINAL ART: including acrylic, fiberglass, bronze and woodcarving, this category will be judged on peopleȭs choice. 



4. SDTA Point System - All ribbons (except the commercial division) will be awarded based on the following point system: 

 FIRST PLACE:  90-100 

 SECOND PLACE:  80-89 

 THIRD PLACE:  70-79 

 HONORABLE MENTION:  65-69 

5.  All persons attending seminars must be current SDTA members and also pay the convention registration fee.  For those wanting to use just 

vendor privileges you must be a current member.  This includes husbands, wives and children over 18.  Children 18 and under only pay the 

mount entry fee if applicable.  You CANNOT go to the seminars, etc. without paying the Convention registration. 

6.  Anyone 18 and under who is competing and does not have a Parent/Sponsor competing in the show will be assigned a Sponsor who is compet-

ing in the show.  These 18 and under Competitors will only pay the fees associated with each mount entered.   

7. ȰFamily Membershipȱ consists of a husband/wife and any children 18 and younger. 

8. Antlers in velvet and turkey heads may be freeze dried and used, but must be painted by competitor.  Freeze drying may not be used as an aid 

to control shrinkage on competition entries, other than the exceptions listed above. 

9. Protected species must be accompanied by the proper permits throughout the show. 

10. Distasteful entries will not be allowed.  If questionable the competition committee will decide and their decision will be final. No mounts de-

picting cruelty by man.  

11.  The decision of the judges on each entry is final.  Discourteous behavior toward judges, competition committee, or show officials will not be 

tolerated. 

12.  Entries in showcases must have removable tops and sides to allow for judging.  Tops and sides must be removed by competitor prior to judg-

ing and replaced by competitor after judging is complete. 

13.  Reference material may be submitted with any entry at the registration table to substantiate pose, color, etc. 

14.  After judging is complete, business cards may be placed next to entry. 

15.  No competitor will be allowed in the competition area while judging is being done, except competition committee members.  Doors shall re-

main locked until judges are done judging. 

16.  An entry must receive a numerical score of 90 or better, in order to receive a Best of Category ribbon. 

17.  The young of a species will be judged in the same category as the mature adult of the same species is judged. 

18.  Novelties may be entered, but will not be considered for any of the competitive categories. 

19.  Half life-size entries will be judged as a game head, however extra points may be given for good work on legs. 

20.  If you have more than one specimen on an entry and you would like them all judged, you must pay an entry fee for each specimen. 

21.  A competitor winning ȰBest of Categoryȱ one year must enter the next level of competition the following year until the Master level is 

achieved. 

22.  Every precaution will be taken to secure your entries but, under no circumstances will the SDTA officers or board members be held responsi-

ble for loss or damage.  Everyone is advised that accidents are possible and that the competitors should purchase insurance on their mounts 

through their local insurance agent. 

23.  Photographs of the competition pieces may be taken.  The Officers and Board Members of the SDTA can in no way control the posting of 

these photographs on the internet. 

24.  Anyone in violation of rules will be subject to lose any and all awards with no refund of entry fees or registration.   

25.   I WILL NOT bring any outside food or beverages outside of designated areas, hospitality suite or my personal hotel room.  

!,, ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÏÒÓ -534 ÓÉÇÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÏÒÍ ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÂÅÙ ÂÙ ÁÌÌ ÒÕÌÅÓȢ   

 

ΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌ    ΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌΌ 

4ÁØÉÄÅÒÍÉÓÔ 3ÉÇÎÁÔÕÒÅ       $ÁÔÅ 

 

2ÅÖÉÓÅÄ ήα-ΰή-ΰήίδ 



CLASS CATEGORY SPECIES TYPE SPECIAL AWARDS 

Amateur, Novice,  
Professional,    
Masters 

Upland Bird, Waterfowl, Deerheads, Gameheads, Large 
Lifesize Mammal, Small Lifesize Mammal, Fish, Reptiles, 

Reproduction, Original Art 

Example:  Mallard, 
Deer, Pheasant, Fox, 

Elk 
Wall, Table or 
Floor 

(BAA, Species Challenge, Combined Artist,     
Habitat Commercial, Polytranspar, Walnut Creek, 

PRO-Hide Paste, PRO-1 Tans) 

          

          

          

          

     

     

I will not be attending the Convention and/or General Business    

Meeting, but please include the  following nominations for position. 

_____________________________                                                                      

President 

_____________________________                                                                                

Vice-President 

_____________________________                                                                        

Secretary/Treasurer 

_____________________________                                                                          

Board Member (2 year term)  

_____________________________                                                                                    

Board Member (2 year term)  

REGISTRANTôS Name:_______________________________________________ Business Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Spouseôs Name (if attending):___________________________________ Childrenôs Name (under 18, if attending):________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:______________________________________________________    City:_______________________     State:_____    Zip:____________   Phone:______________________ 

Email Address:__________________________________________   Business Website:___________________________________     O    Check if you would be interested in volunteering at show 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP (Renewal) Single $40/Family $50 - NEW members (you have NOT been an SDTA member for the past 3 years) can waive this fee for 2017.   

The membership period runs from convention to convention.          $______________ 

The annual membership pays for your newsletter costs, email updates, website for the organization and vendor privileges only at convention.  You CANNOT go to any seminars etc., without paying the convention registration. 

  

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP Single $500, Two-Person $750           $______________ 

This covers the cost of your annual memberships for life.  You will also receive a jacket from the organization as well as a framed certificate showing that they are a SDTA Lifetime Member.    

CONVENTION ENTRY FEES                                  

$50.00 for 4 mounts (PRE-REGISTER DISCOUNT if postmarked by March 1, 2017)        $_______________              

$75.00 for 4 mounts (at the door, NO EXCEPTIONS)          $_______________          

ADDITIONAL MOUNTS  # of entries____________ x $10.00 ea.         $_______________      

AWARDS BANQUET TICKET MUST be pre-registered - NO banquet tickets available at the door                                                         

 # of adult tickets____________ x $30.00 ea.          $_______________              

 # of child tickets____________ x $8.00 ea. (ages 10 and under)        $_______________          

COMBINED ARTIST CATEGORY  # of entries____________ x $20.00 ea.        $_______________          

BEST ALL AROUND TAXIDERMIST (BAA)  $10.00 entry fee         $_______________           

SPECIES CHALLENGE   $5.00 entry fee           $_______________        

HABITAT CHALLENGE # of entries____________  $10.00 EA         $_______________           

COMMERICAL DIVISION - ANY CATEGORY  # of entries____________ x $5.00 ea.        $_______________           

CREDIT CARD FEE 3% - I understand that if I choose to pay with my credit card, I will be charged a 3% credit card fee on my total amount due.   $_______________       

             

            TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $_______________                   

_______________________________________________  ___________ __________ 

CREDIT CARD NUMBER    EXP DATE  CVV#  

___________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE 

I understand that by pre-registering, my convention packet will be ready for me to pick up at the registration 

desk when I arrive in Watertown, SD.  I understand that once I receive my convention packet, I am totally 

responsible for all identification badges and tickets for the award banquet, hands on seminars, etc. The 

identification badges MUST be worn at all times. If I am forced to cancel my plans to attend the convention, 

I understand that after March 1, 2017 there will be NO REFUNDS ON MEAL TICKETS.                                     

Enclose your payment (made payable to SDTA) and mail to:                                                                         

SDTA, 17417 404th Ave, Doland, SD 57436                      Email:  mcnutt@nvc.net 

2017 SDTA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM                                                                                                                 
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLE AND FILL OUT IN FULL. 


