Paul's transition to Phillipi


 seems to need footnotes for all kinds of pieces that are weird, 


likely to be misunderstood, 


or hard to pronounce.  

So I will try to highlight those as we come to them, 


because as we do, 



we hear the text in a clearer, 



healthier way.  

Hearing the text as originally intended, 


we will see that reality that so many of us face 


when we find ourselves wanting to undertake what we feel God calling us to 



and we have no clue how to do so.  


Neither did Paul!  Neither does your pastor!  

From the beginning, 


the disciples of Jesus 



have been clueless of how to go about this Kingdom building exercise.  

They have taken a step 


and seen where it took them, 

then taken the next step, 


and discovered where they were.  

Sometimes, 


when we get in trouble, 



it is because we assume that making a certain step 




gives us carte blanche 




or our course is set from there.  


Many of my college classmates proved this theory wrong.  



They started out as pre-med 



or engineering majors 




and graduated with degrees in music or philosophy.  


Just because we have taken a step in a direction, 



does not mean the future is locked in.

Our text starts just after the breakup of Barnabas and Paul.  


Paul heads via land 



to check in on the churches from the first visit.  

That is the stated goal in verse 36 of chapter 15, 


“to go and visit the brothers in the churches they have preached to 



and see how they are doing.”  

So they, 


now Paul and Silas, 



head north 



and then west through Syria and Cicilia, 




until they reach Derbe and Lystra.  

Where we reach Timothy and a conundrum. 


His mother is Jewish, 


his father is Greek and well known, 



but Timothy was not circumcised.  

For some reason, 


even though Paul and Silas are running around 


preaching and proclaiming to the Jews 



that the gentiles do not need to be circumcised, 




we are told Timothy is circumcised.  

Then they continue telling people about the good news 


regarding no circumcision necessary.  

This seeming contradictory statement occurs, 


for the reasons stated in the text.  



Everyone knew Timothy 




and his family history.  



So any Jews they met, 




would get hung up on why he was not circumcised 





instead of the message of Jesus' resurrection.  



If Timothy was going to approach them as a Jewish Christian, 




it is best he have the sign.  

The controversy in the previous chapter 


was about Gentile Christians needing to undergo the same tasks 



as Jewish Christians.

The three missionaries then continue working through modern day Turkey.  


I don't expect any of you to have your ancient Roman provinces memorized, 



but the text is telling us that they went through the middle of Turkey 



and were not allowed to approach the coast to the South 




which included Ephesus and Laodecia 



or to the North 




which would have brought them into the Mamrae 





and Black Sea Region.  

We do not know the exact way in which the Spirit of Jesus made it clear 


that this was not the way.  

It is not a stretch 


for us to imagine what things could have prevented him, 



as we live in a world where severe weather, 



ferry schedules, 



ferry breakdowns, 



avalanches, 



border closures, 



and COVID tests 


all have the potential to stop a well planned trip.  

I would assume most of us have rerouted 


or changed trip plans for some reason or another.

They finally can see the Mediterranean again in Troas 


and Paul has a vision that night.  

As I said at the beginning, 


Paul doesn't know what he is doing 


or going to do. 

This vision is case in point.  

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 



is the message.  

It is similar to saying, 


“Come to Alaska and help us.”  

A vast land 


covering a majority of modern Greece.  



It does not really narrow down where they are supposed to go.  

“Help us” 

or provide what we need 


is not really a pointed directive.  

My experience with similar requests is, 


the people do not know what they need.  

Do they need physical, 


emotional, 


financial, 


or spiritual aid?

Nonetheless, 


Paul and his crew 



finally have a step to take 



and they immediately take it, 


heading over to preach the gospel to them, 



since that is what they have.  

We get another footnote moment 


with the first of four “We” passages.  

As Luke includes himself in the traveling across the Aegean sea, 


island hopping across with them to Phillippi.  

We then hear 


what sounds like a change in methodology again, 


but is again dictated by circumstance.  

On the Sabbath, 


instead of going to the Synagogue, 


they go to the river.  

It has the makings of a Good southern revival story.  


But there is a  reason for the change, 



there is no synagogue in Phillipi.  

But after asking around for a few days, 


they heard where there was a meeting.  

They go to the river


 and find women gathered for prayer, 



including one named Lydia.

From what we we are told about Lydia, 


some conclusions can be drawn.  

Being well off is easy to see, 


but an understatement.  

She has a house in Phillipi, 


but is from Thyatira, 


back in Turkey.  



So this is a second household.  

Dealing in purple cloth was an exclusive realm, 


as it was only members of Caesar's house who were able to do this, 



due to the distinction of royalty.  

Being mentioned by first name alone 


puts her in the same category as Madonna, Cher, or Cleopatra, 



depending on which century we are talking about.  
Lydia is prominent enough on her own 


to be mentioned by first name 


and have all recognize her.  

God had already been working to have her in place, 


as she was already worshipping Yahweh, 


now she hears more about this Yahweh 



and accepts that as well.  

Do you see how Paul had absolutely none of this planned?  


He took the step to Macedonia, 



found himself in Phillipi of Macedonia, 


his only known way meeting people does not exist there, 



he follows the closest thing, 


and finds himself under the care of one of Caesar's family?

If you are not convinced, 


look at what happens next.  

They continue going to the river to meet people 


and run into a woman with a spirit that enables her to predict the future.  

What she is predicting is true, 


but not helpful.  

It is not helpful


in the same way 



that most good stories put the holes in any good prophecy.  


What is predicted 


and what the people think are going to happen, 



do not align.  

While making for a great story line, 


her proclamation does not help people know the work of the Triune God 



we worship today.  

Remember, 


Phillipi does not have a synagogue, 


mainly due to the lack of a Jewish presence.  



Meaning most are unaware of the God of Abraham.  
The two things she is proclaiming, 


the people of Phillipi are hearing in a different way.  

They are most likely hearing the most high God 


as either Zeus if Greek, 


or Jupiter if Roman, 


or possibly Ra if Egyptian.  

In that culture, 


being saved meant something close to the prosperity gospel: 



wealth, 



rescue from disaster, 



or good health.  


Not overcoming the curse of sin and death 



and entering into God's new creation.  

Paul, Silas, Luke, and Timothy had not met and said,


 there is a woman fore seeing the future.  



But her message is a little off.  


Let's drive the Spirit out of her tomorrow when we see her.  

While it had been going on for days, 


it is out of frustration, 


not intention 



that Paul responds to her, 




driving the spirit out of her.  

What frustrated him 


is each person's guess to project their frustrations on.  



Was it the half truth, 



the constant outcry, 



the following them like a shadow, 



the interruptions, 



the way she was being used by others to make a profit, 



the scaring people off from hearing the word, 




or something else.  

Whatever the reason,


 the exorcism leads to trouble, 



because again the gospel has come into conflict with livelihoods 



and ways of making money on false gods and false religion.

Paul and Silas are brought before the magistrates, 


stripped, beaten, flogged, and imprisoned.  

Probably not on the top of the “to do list” 


when they woke up that morning.  

They make the best of it nonetheless.  


These newcomers find themselves in stocks in the inner most cell, 



praying and praising God, 


while the other prisoners listened 



to figure out who exactly these most dangerous prisoners were, 


when about midnight, 



the whole place shook violently with an earthquake.  


The doors fly open 



and chains come loose.  

This mix between prayer, 

singing, 

and the world moving 


leaves everyone in place, 



trying to comprehend what has happened.

Paul seems to be the first to come to grips with the situation, 


as he calls to the jailer to not impale himself with the sword.  

The lights come on 


and the jailer sees everyone still there.  

We would like to read his question 


as being one of responding to God's grace with, 



“What must I do to be saved?”  

Reading the footnotes 


would again establish a different understanding.  



He is not asking about freedom from sin, 




but how do I explain what has happened here?  

Paul's answer works 


no matter how we approach the question.  



“Believe in the Lord Jesus 




and you will be saved.”  

How do you explain to your boss 


that every door was opened 


and chains undone, 



it is the power of the Lord Jesus.  

How do you escape the sinfulness that is holding back your life.  


“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”  
We see Jesus being the answer to all of the Jailer's questions 


as he takes them home 


and has himself 



and his whole family baptized.  

His faith leads to actions 


and visible responses.

Then we reach morning 


where things get complicated.  

The magistrates have kept the peace of the city, 


proven their authority, 



now Paul and Silas can go in peace.  

Until the two reveal their citizenship, 


which means their rights have been violated.  

Add to that 


they have the direct ear of a member of Caesar's household in Lydia.  

The magistrates can see their positions disappearing in that moment.  


Why they did not bring up their citizenship 



before the whips and jail 




is known only by them.  


But there are many ways it could have hurt their ministry.  



It would have set Roman citizenship 




above Kingdom of God citizenship.  



It would have separated the body 




who often were unjustly condemned and beaten, 





because they were not Romans.  

Waiting until now, 


strengthened the church in Phillippi 


and most likely added some extra protection for the young church.  

The magistrates were more likely to follow protocols now 


for anyone connected to Paul and Silas, 



to prevent this scandal from being revisited.

It is hard to fathom 


that Paul and Silas planned these series of events to unfold like this.  

Remember, 


the plan was to “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  

Being there, 


continuing to listen for what the next step would be, 


following the Spirit as it led them, 



is what created a church in Phillipi 




that did not exist before.  

God can do something similar with each of our lives


and this church, 

if we are willing to follow 


and use the various gifts we have, 



when God leads us to use them, 


even if it means we have to suffer for awhile,



 despite our rights and privileges.  

But if we are willing to follow God's lead, 


we will experience 


and share joy with people 



as God breaks through in ways we would have never thought of.  

Ways in which 


someone would have to read the footnotes 



to see how that was even possible.
