Federalism – Chapter 4



NAME________________
Case Study – Hurricane Katrina
Complete while viewing either Spike Lee’s “When the Levees Broke” or Frontline’s “The Storm.”  

Government Response to Hurricane Katrina – 

Under Title, fill in whether that person’s or entity’s authority is on a local, state or federal level.  Fill in the names of these people when possible as you see them interviewed and briefly describe actions taken before, during and after the hurricane.

	Title
	Name of person
	Before
	During
	After

	Mayor


	
	
	
	

	New Orleans Police


	
	
	
	

	New Orleans

Fire/Rescue


	
	
	
	

	Governor


	
	
	
	

	State Police


	
	
	
	

	President/
VP 

(as reps of the Federal Gov’t)


	
	
	
	

	Homeland Security


	
	
	
	

	FEMA


	
	
	
	

	National Guard/
Coast Guard
	
	
	
	

	Army Corps of Engineers


	
	
	
	

	National Weather Service
	
	
	
	

	Other States


	
	
	
	

	Volunteer

Organizations


	
	
	
	

	Foreign Aid


	
	
	
	

	Charities


	
	
	
	


Also consider the following questions while viewing –
1. What warning did the people of New Orleans have about Hurricane Katrina?  In your opinion, was the warning adequate?
2. What step(s) were taken by government (federal, state or local) prior to the Hurricane arriving to prepare?  What about the hurricane seemed to catch people off guard?
3. Why did people in New Orleans head to the Superdome and what were the conditions like?

4. What was the initial economic impact of the hurricane on New Orleans?  What has been the lasting impact? 

5. How did the re-organization at the federal level after 9/11 affect the response to victims of the hurricane?  Or did it?
6. How did the Insurance Companies respond to claims filed from New Orleans?
7. What happened to communications in New Orleans?  How does that play a role?

8. How do you think the following played a role in New Orleans? Or did they?

Racism –

Ageism –

Classism – 

9. Generally, from the people interviewed, there seem to be very few people or entities that get a positive review, but there are a few – describe a person or organization that helped New Orleans in a positive manner.

10.   What can the government do differently?  How can the government repair its public relations in New Orleans?

