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Welcome
Message from Your President
October Blue Ribbon
Winners.
Congratulations!

Dear Members,
I’m so happy to announce we will be hosting
our annual holiday party and it will be held at a
new location, Aloft Hotel, in downtown Delray.
Last year, we had to cancel the party and we
missed seeing each other and sharing a festive
meal together. This year, the celebration will
continue and details are below.
In the spirit of the Holiday Season, we will continue to support theMilagro Center by
asking you to donate $25 Target gift cards to local needy children. Please read about
this worthy endeavor below and how you can help.
Our November, 10 th, meeting will feature our very own member, Annette Jackson, as
she presents the Roadshow program, Introduction to Growing Beautiful Orchids. For the
past several years, we have visited local libraries, communities and clubs and given this
interesting and informative lecture. Please, let me know if you would like us to visit your
group and present this orchid program.
Board Nominations: We are looking for nominations for our 2022 Board. If you’re
interested in becoming more involved in your society, please reach out to me via phone
(954) 695-7889 or email molovesorchids@gmail.com.

LET'S CELEBRATE TOGETHER
Get your dancing shoes on and wear your sparking holiday attire. Join us for our annual
holiday party at the new Aloft Hotel in downtown Delray Beach. There will be fabulous
door prices, a scrumptious seat down dinner, and our DJ will spin our favorite songs. We
will also have a New Members table and encourage you to join us for a fun evening.
This is also our annual meeting, where we will vote in the new Board, thank out-going
Board members and welcome the new 2022 Board.
Date: Sunday, December 12, 2021
Time: 6:00pm – 6:30pm. Welcome Reception and Cash Bar
6:30 - 10:00pm. Dinner and Entertainment
Price: $55.00 per person for members; $60.00 per person for non-members, which
includes dinner, door prizes and your choice of either renewed membership
(normally $15) OR a beautiful orchid plant.
Location: Aloft Hotel , 202 SE 5th Avenue, Delray Beach, FL 33483
561 496-0550 . Parking Self/free
Menu Selections
Mixed Garden Salad with Assorted Dressings & Dinner Rolls
Roast Chicken breast OR
Atlantic Salmon OR
Roast Beef
Choice of Dessert
Coffee, Hot & Iced Tea and Soft Drinks
Please sign up at the November meeting or mail your payment by December 1, to
Barbara Shaw, 3102 NW 10th Place, Delray Beach, FL 33445. For questions, please call
Barbara at 716 574-9573.

See you at Veteran's Park, 802 NE 1st Street, on Wednesday, November 10, 2021 at
7:00 pm .
Michele Owens, President
Delray Beach Orchid Society
MoLovesOrchids@gmail.com
954 695-7889

OCTOBER'S MEETING: BACK TO VETERAN'S PARK

Helping Delray Students this Holiday Season

Can you help us bring some Holiday Cheer to 44 local students? For several years
we held a toy drive for the Milagro Center's after school students but last year we
started donating money toward $25 Target Gift Cards.
The Milagro Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is to ensure
the social and academic success of underserved children and youth, through
cultural arts, living values, academic support, and mentoring. We spoke with the
Milagro Center and asked how we could help; they suggested giving Target gift
cards. For this reason, the Board has decided to assist the underprivileged families
in our community this year by donating Target gift cards. To learn more about the
MilagroCenter please visit their web site: www.MilagroCenter.org.
We are asking members who would like to participate, to kindly bring $25 to the November meeting or mail us
your check, payable to the Delray Beach Orchid Society, by Friday, November 19, 2021 . This gives us plenty of
time to purchase Target gift cards, in your name, for these needy families. Mailing address : Delray Beach Orchid
Society, PO Box 6571, Delray Beach FL 33482.

AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY: BEGINNERS NEWSLETTER

I've Got This Orchid - now what do I do?
Six easy tips to keep your Phalaenopsis (Moth) orchid alive
If you have purchased or were lucky enough to be given an orchid you are
about to enter the wonderful world of growing these great plants!
Water
How often you water will depend on the type of orchid and the potting
medium. In this issue, we are specifically addressing Phalaenopsis, or Moth
Orchids; the most popular orchid for the home. Bark retains less water than
moss. If your plant is potted in bark, watering once a week is generally sufficient. If your plant is potted in moss,
water when the top feels dry. Another good way is to stick a wood or bamboo skewer down into the pot, being careful

to avoid roots. Remove the skewer and if it feels damp, your plant does not need water. After a few waterings you
will be able to tell by the weight of the pot whether or not it is time to water again. If in doubt, wait a day. More
orchids are killed by overwatering than by neglect!
When you water an orchid you want to let the water run through the plant for a minute or so. Don't use cold water as
this will shock the plant. Do not use salt softened or distilled water. Take your orchid to the sink and let tepid water
run through the pot to water thoroughly. Be sure to let the plant drain completely. If water remains in the crown of
Phalaenopsis plants (where the leaves join in the center), it can provide a perfect environment for fungus or bacteria
to do their dirty work. Use a paper towel to blot the water to avoid crown rot.
The amount of light and heat your plant receives will also affect how soon your orchid needs watering. Summer
months will need more frequent watering, winter will need less.
To read the other 5 tips go to the American Orchid Society, click here. By: Greg Allikas, July 2009 Reprinted from the
American Orchid Society.

FROM THE AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY

Did You Know?
Orchids as a hobby became fashionable in the 1830's. Legend has it that the 6th
Duke of Devonshire, William Spencer Cavendish, first encountered an Oncidium (now
Psychopsis) papilio at an horticultural exhibition and was captivated by its charm. He
became 'hooked' on orchids to the extent that within 10 years he possessed the
largest private collection of orchids in existence at that time.
Reinikka, Merle, A History of the Orchid,
Timber Press, Portland Oregon, 1995, p. 26-27
Psychopsis papilio 'Von Scholl' HCC/AOS

MYSTERY ORCHID

CAN YOU NAME THIS ORCHID?
See below for the answer.

NOVEMBER GROWING BY DR. MOTES
Fortunately, this October has been much drier than usual. Coming at
the end of an exceptionally wet rainy season, the well-spaced rainfall
of this October provided relief for our plants from the disease
pressures which had built from an early start and continued with a
rain filled summer. Our orchids which have evolved to withstand
drought are now in the ascendency over their existential enemy,
fungus. We must keep them that way by judiciously watering early in
the day and only when really, really necessary. Many sympodial species are slipping into dormancy
and will need little or no more water than will be provided by the passing cold fronts as the dry season
progresses. Hybrids, with their persistent vigor, may well be breaking new growth that must be fed and
watered but with care.
The early cold front has provided the chill which our Phalaenopsis needed to initiate spikes. If you
have been growing them inside in the air conditioning, take them outside to experience the next cool
down. In any case, be sure to feed and water them to maximize the size and quantity of bloom. Our
vandas also are likely to be stimulated to spike and provide an abundance of flowers for the holidays.

Remember that thrips are still a threat in November, although much less likely to be severe. Four to five
days without rain and with temperatures creeping into the upper 80s provide an opportunity for these
grinches to steal the bloom off Christmas. Now is an excellent time to apply cooking oil at 1.5 oz per
gal to control both thrips and mites. Follow in exactly seven to ten days with 2 oz per gal of liquid
dishwashing soap. This early control of mites will pay dividends well beyond Christmas through the
entire winter.
With the weather picture perfect, now is a great time to be with our plants, neatening, sweetening,
and rectangularizing. Great time to catch up on weeds and get the growing area as immaculate as
possible. Sympodials that have finished growing can be repotted now if care is taken to insure they are
immobile until they develop roots in the spring. It is always good to get a head start on potting.
Also, if you have not yet discovered that S. Florida is one of the best places on the planet for
vegetable gardening, November is a great time to start as the planting calendar is wide open.
Check out Dr Motes' YouTube videos: Florida Orchid Growing: Part 1 Introduction to Orchid Growing
Dr. Martin Motes Motes Orchids

Mystery Orchid from New World Orchids
Porroglossum portillae, named for the Portilla family of Ecuagenera fame, is typical in form with highly textured dark
green leaves. The tiny flowers are .03 inches and showier than most Porroglossum species: a combination of purple
petals and spotted yellow sepals. Plants are vigorous growers and do great in terrariums, as well.
https://newworldorchids.com

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS
by
using Smile.Amazon.com.
Amazon Smile will donate a portion of
the eligible purchases to DBOS, just
name Delray Beach Orchid Society as
your favorite charity and shop at
Smile.Amazon.com

==============================

Board Members
President: Michele Owens
Programs: Judith Cohen
Membership: Chickie Tobias
Treasurer: Priscilla Roper
Recording Secretary: Donna Holt
Corresponding Sec.: Bernadette Garfinkel
Trustees:
Nancy Boyle
Pamela Boyle
Barbara Shaw

Check out the American
Orchid Society's web site for
plenty of interesting articles
and photos on awarded
orchids. Pests, fungus, cold,
rain damage? Click here:

==========================

Upcoming Events
Veteran's Park Recreation building is located on
the west side of the intracostal waterway on
the north side of Atlantic Avenue. It is in the
the same entrance as Chico's .
Scheduled Meetings:
November 10, 2021, Annette Jackson: Orchid
Roadshow: Introduction to growing beautiful
Orchids.
December 12, 2021: Holiday Party
January 12, 2022. Chris Plontas of Chris Cares

Buddy Rapaport
Ilene Shulan

Orchids: What are the Three Best Orchids to
Grow in South Florida?

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris

Find out what is happening on our Facebook
page. Join Us On Facebook
Website: www:DelrayBeachOrchidSociety.com

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Michele Owens at at 954-6957889 or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary, Bernadette Garfinkel at 561 3986315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Chickie Tobias

