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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation
of the World.
Dear Congregation,
We sometimes call it striking a nerve. When something happens or is said that just hits us
like cold water on a raw nerve in a tooth. We have all been there when someone passionately
responds to a particular set of circumstances that doesn’t seem to bother anyone else. While the
rest of the world sits idly by, the person with conviction sparks a needed change or at least gets us
to take a second look at what is happening. There is a time and place for fiery Christian conviction. Never apologize for conviction. Maybe the world needs more people to respond with some
fire in their stomach in reaction to what goes on around us every day. Maybe there is a place for
fighting fire with fire?
Mark 10:51, “And a young man followed Him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body.
And they seized him but he left the linen cloth and ran away.” What a strange sentence. Who was
this young man in the Garden? Why was he only wearing linen cloth? Most of all, what was it
that struck the nerve of the Pharisees? They stripped him of the cloth and sent him running away
naked. They were fired up at him. What made them so angry? The Greek word for ‘linen cloth’
refers to a burial sheet. To make things even stranger this young man wasn’t wearing an ordinary
bed sheet. He was wearing a burial cloth. I believe this only makes sense if that young man was
Lazarus. It was Lazarus who was dead and buried for four days who Jesus raised from the dead
and gave life. I think the reason the Pharisees were so angry was that Lazarus followed Jesus into
the Garden and quietly walked into the chaos wearing his burial sheet as a silent reminder of his
faith and trust in Jesus. After all it was his death and resurrection that began the active man-hunt
for Jesus. He really struck a nerve with the burial cloth.
As we approach the holiday season do not apologize for Christian conviction. Stand up for
what you believe even if it strikes a nerve. Lazarus is a great picture of how Jesus exchanges the
burial cloth of the grave for an eternal robe of righteousness. That is good news that we confidently share with the world.
Happy Thanksgiving. Pastor George

“SACRED SPACE”
by Dr. Bill Harvey

“THINGS GO BETTER”
I was talking with a friend about the importance of starting the day with prayer. He said, “Yes,
things go better for me when I start the day with prayer.” Jesus gave us the pattern. After a
full day of healing people and before beginning another busy day, “Very early in the morning,
Jesus got up and went off to a lonely place where he prayed” (Mark 1:35). The writer of Psalm
5 says, “In the morning, Lord, You hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you
and wait expectantly.” One of our Methodist leaders, Ralph Spaulding Cushman, affirmed the
importance of morning prayer in his poem, “The Secret.”
I met God in the morning, when the day was at its best,
And His Presence came like sunrise, like a glory in my breast.
All day long the Presence lingered, all day long He stayed with me,
And we sailed in perfect calmness, o’er a very troubled sea.
Then I thought of other mornings, with a keen remorse of mind,
When I too had loosed the moorings, with the Presence left behind.
So I think I know the secret, learned from many a troubled way;
You must seek Him in the morning if you want Him through the day!
Friends, let’s begin every day with prayer, and prove for ourselves that
“Things go better.”

From the Trustees….

Faithful Heart is taking orders for Church T-shirts.
There are 2 different designs to choose from!
Each only $15!
There is a order sheet in the Sanctuary and on the
bulletin board across from the Office.

UMW Members……
Mark your calendars! The All Circle Tea will be on
Wednesday, December 18th at 1p.m.
Please make sure to sign up on the bulletin board if
you are planning to attend!

Work Orders
The Trustees have created a Work Order to be
used by any individual or group requesting
special work from Rick. This can include: setting
up tables, helping with an event, etc. The forms
are in the Office and must be filled out in a
timely manner so that the request can be
reviewed by the Trustees and approved. This
will help Rick maintain his normal schedule and
prioritize his jobs. All submissions must be
signed by the person submitting the Work
Order. Any questions, please contact any of the
Trustees. Thank You!

September

Year to Date

September

Income

$23,499.06

$211,593.40

ROC

$

165.00

Expense

$19,913.60

$188,419.59

Pantry

$

20.00

$ 3,585.46

$ 23,173.81

Trustees $ 1,300.15

We strive to keep most of our giving in the local area. Over the last two months we’ve purchased
$380 worth of toiletry items and laundry supplies for the lady’s recovery house in Lisbon—Fleming
House and the men’s house here in Salem—Renaissance House. The county lost its grant to cover
these items. Many of the people in these alcohol and drug recovery houses come with nothing.
Your giving is helping local people in need. Thanks

Our group continues to move forward. There are several people from our congregation involved but
there are just as many from other churches. We have adjusted our aim from purchasing and remodeling a house for the ministry to coming alongside Family Recovery Center to combine our efforts.
They already run three local recovery houses. We currently foresee our part as working in the areas
of mentoring, holding recovery meetings with residents, helping them find employment, and transitioning into clean independent living. We are working through the process of forming a 501 (c) 3
non-profit. More to come….

There have been some recent updates for some of the soldiers we pray for on our Wall of Honor
outside the Parlor. If you know one of these soldiers, if their rank or post have changed, please let
Fred Bennett know so their information can be updated. If you’re praying for a soldier who is not on
the wall, please give Fred their information so we can add to your prayers. Please pray for these
brave women and men who serve our country and all of us insuring our freedoms.

And above all things have fervent love for one another,
for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”
1 Peter 4:8

Thomas & Carol Patterson
Kevin & Angela Madjarac
John & Carol Stilts
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11/03
11/25
11/29

2019 Fellowship Meals
We are still in need of groups, committees or individuals to
sponsor the December fellowship meal. There is a sign up
sheet on the bulletin board across from the church office.
Please see Fred Bennett for details on how you can help!!

Please remember to keep the church office up to date on
changes to your address, phone number and email!
Also, please keep us informed if you or a family member is
hospitalized. Due to the privacy laws, it is now impossible
to know who is in the hospital. So, your help in this will
enable us to maintain visitation with those that are in
need!

Charge Conference
Just a reminder that Charge Conference is scheduled for
Wednesday, November 6th at 6:30 pm at Poland UMC.
Members of the Administrative Board are encouraged to
attend.
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Café Non–Curmudgeon
We provide a space of fellowship of men
(all ages)

Open every Tuesday 7:30-9:00 am
A light breakfast provided!

Free Breakfast
Monday, November 11
from 7-11 am
Gednetz-Ruzek & Brown Funeral
home is sponsoring a free
breakfast for Veterans and guest
in the Fellowship Hall.
Thank you for your service!

Attention Copeland Residents:
Please join Pastor George, on the 4th Wednesday of the
month, for a time of food and fellowship in the Terrace
Dining Room at 11:30 am. All residents of Copeland
affiliated with Salem First U.M.C. are invited to attend.

Calling All Widows!
God has given the world a simple gene pool. From
your parents you receive blonde, red or brunette
hair—blue, green or brown eyes—your tall or short
and your thin or fluffy.
In my opinion, that was to keep track of each and
everyone of us and HE does!
If you come to the Widows’ Group you may not look
like anybody else, but I would wager you’re walking
the same path.
Come with an open heart and experience the many
positive blessings God has bestowed upon us.
Monday, November 25th
12 Noon—Church Café
Soup Lunch Provided

Sunday, November 3rd
Our Thanksgiving Service this year will be Sunday,
November 3rd in conjunction with our Fellowship
Meal. The menu for the meal includes: pork,
beef, real mashed potatoes, homemade
applesauce and baked beans!
If you would like, you could bring a covered dish,
a salad or desert!
Our goal is to provide an opportunity for people
from all three services to come together to share
the Elements of Communion, with Pastor Fitch
leading the service after the meal.
Hope to see you there!

Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Bring Your Bible to Church Day

Salem Memorial Building
November 28, 2019
The donation lists will be posted on
October 27th. We need everything from
roasted turkeys to dinner rolls.
Please sign-up on the 27th to provide food
for this event. Servers are also always
welcomed.
Please see Nancy Miller for details on how you
can get involved in this annual ministry.

Sunday, November 17th
In hopes to encourage kids to carry their
Bibles to school, the Men’s Bible Study
sponsors “Bring Your Bible to Church
Day”! Help us show our children that is it
OK to bring their Bible!
Bring your Bible on November 17th and it
may help a movement to get God back in
our schools!

Our packing day during the Sunday School Hour will be
November 10th in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. All Sunday School classes will be asked to
participate in this Sunday School wide collaboration. The
Christian Education Committee will provide a light breakfast
for this event.
Sign up lists for donated items will begin to circulate on
September 30th.

Let’s Get PACKING!

Marvelous Methodist Meatloaf
Please make your check payable to U.M.W.
The deadline to order is Sunday, Nov. 17th and pick up day is Sunday, Nov. 24th
Name _______________ Phone # ________________
Meat Loaf

Ham Loaf

____ 1# (2 Meals)

$7.00

____ 1# (2 Meals)

$7.00

____ 2# (4-5 Meals)

$14.00

____ 2# (4-5 Meals) $14.00

Cookie Ministry
Cookies are due in the main kitchen for
our shut-ins on Sunday, December
15th. Distribution will be on Monday,
December 16th.
Please keep an eye out for sales on
flour & sugar. Don’t be afraid to make
EXTRA!!
See Corrine Martig for more details!

Mark Your
Calendars!
The Children’s Christmas
Program will be held on
Sunday, December 1st.
This program will be done in
conjunction with the
December Fellowship Meal!

IT’S POINSETTIAS TIME AGAIN!
The deadline to order poinsettia's
for the Christmas Season is
Sunday, November 24th.
Order forms will be available in the bulletins
and on the Welcome Center. The poinsettias
will arrive at the church on Saturday,
December 15th and will remain on the altar
until after the Christmas Eve service.

The Faithful Hearts will be holding
their Annual Cookie Walk on
Sunday, December 1st.
This event will be held the same day as
the December 1st Fellowship Meal and
the Children’s Christmas Program.
Please invite friends and family to
church that day and be sure to stop by
their tables and pick up some delicious
treats.
Please see Lori Brooks
for more information!

Saturday, November 23rd!
Please come and help us decorate the church
for the Advent and Christmas Season!
Everyone is welcome to come and
participate in this annual event.
A light lunch will be served following
the decorating.
Please see Chris Brown for info on
how you can get involved!

Ministries
November 2019
GREETERS
11/03
11/10
11/17
11/24

Joe & Lynn Popa
Ned & Carolyn Jones
Scott & Lori Brooks
Richard & Joann Hiner

ALTER CHAIR
Sandy Coe & Helen Guiler
ALTER FLOWERS
11/03 Open
11/10 Open
11/17 Open
11/24 Open
COFFEE HOUR HOST
11/03 Open
11/10 Men’s Group
11/17 3M Class
11/24 Open

11/03
11/10
11/17
11/24

NURSERY
Lisa Toy & Kathy Bennett
Cecelia Hrovatic, Linda Oesch, Kiersten
Schell & Kay Davidson
Lisa Toy, Samara Anderson &
Jenny Toporcer
Karen Zeigler & Jenny Toporcer

Substitutes: Mary Jo Kidd, Ellie Kidd & Samara
Anderson
READERS
8:30 Gloria Cecil
10:30 Jan Keene

ATTENDENCE FOR SEPTEMBER
Sunday, October 6, 2019
8:30—39 SS—82
10:30—108
11.00—25
Sunday, October 13, 2019
8:30—46 SS—94
10:45—94
11:00—30
Sunday, October 20, 2019
8:30—39 SS—92
10:45—111
11:00—22
Sunday, October 27, 2019
8:30—39 SS—81
10:45—100
11:00—

11/03
11/10
11/17
11/24

USHERS
Team #2—Hiner
Team #3—Shively
Team #4—Guiler
Team #5—Peppel

SECOND HOUR HELPERS
11/03 Barb Irwin
11/10 Janet Borders & Missy Iler
11/17 Lora Herbert
11/24 Lynn & Joe Popa
VAN DRIVERS
Steven Lutsch & Bob Floor

Lloyd Briggs, Dalbert Zimmerman,
Linda Kelly, Lisa Zeimke & Kim Fullum
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
Dear Salem FUMC’ers
Please consider receiving the Mirror electronically. It will save the Church the
expense of the paper, printing and postage. You can view the current and past
Mirrors on our website at www.firstumcsalem.org.
You may notify the office if you choose to do this, and give us your email
address by emailing us at office@firstumcsalem.org. Thank you!

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., PO Box 463 Salem, Ohio 44460
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