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David Neveaux
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Christine Burnette
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Marie Papanicolas
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Kassia Schodroski
Abigail Ewing
10/25
Mary Wiley
10/26
Brad Staup

Did we miss your birthday
or anniversary?
Please call the
Parish Office.

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
Ten Years...and Continuing
Ruth Wallace’s Produce Ministry
Linda Myers, Outreach Chair

It all started with extra zucchini from the garden. In 2005 Fred and Ruth Wallace decided to
share the bounty of their garden with their
church family at COTT. They also visited Fred’s
long time friend, Charlie Harbaugh at his farm
and began bringing his abundant produce to
offer to the COTT family. Soon a donation box
was included with the vegetable display and
collected funds went to the church general fund
for many years. For the first time this year the
funds were donated to SHIP to support homeless Frederick County students.
When Fred passed away in October 2006, he asked Ruth to continue this
produce ministry. She pledged to do so “as long as I am able.” Ten years later
Ruth continues to visit Charlie Harbaugh’s farm every Friday from July to the
end of the growing season in October or November. She returns with boxes
and baskets of fresh produce that ultimately grace the tables of COTT members and visitors. Three years ago, plants needing a little tender loving care
were added to the offerings.
Through her volunteer work at the Middletown Food Bank, Ruth started the
bread fundraiser as well. The Food Bank was unable to store excess bread and
baked goods donated by local businesses, so Ruth brought those items to
COTT and offered them to members and guests of COTT. Collected cash donations were returned to the food bank. With Ruth nothing goes to waste. Bread
and produce past their prime are given to Seed of Life, Inc. to be fed to their
animals or composted for their gardens.
When you see Ruth, please thank her for her faithful ministry. And don’t
forget to drop a few dollars in the donation box and
take home some bread or produce.

Let my words, like vegetables, be
tender and sweet, for tomorrow I
may have to eat them.
- Author Unknown
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Dear Friends in Christ,

From the
Rector’s
Desk

Whenever I receive my weekly issue of The Christian Science Monitor, the
first feature I look for is one called “Points of Progress.” Billed as “A
Weekly Global Roundup,” this section shows a map of the world superimposed by descriptions of events or developments in countries where social,
political, and institutional progress is taking place. Through it I learn, for
example, that Costa Rica recently ran for seventy-six days straight on renewable energy. During the same period, In Malawi, the World Food Program launched a smartphone app to raise funds for school meals in a
drought-stricken region. In Hawaii, the largest protected marine area in
the world has been created. And in Italy, the government is giving a
“culture bonus” to every citizen on his or her eighteenth birthday--to be
spent on books, theater or cinema tickets, concerts, trips to national
parks, or museum visits!
At first glance, and considered separately, these developments may appear isolated and insignificant, and divorced from more pressing needs
(getting money to go to a movie is, after all, not the same thing as feeding a starving child!). But taken together, I think they serve as a collective
sign of hope, a gathered “point” of progress if not a broad brush of
change. And one doesn’t have to see the viability or wisdom in every development to appreciate that in some country at some time somewhere in
the world something positive and creative and life-affirming at least is being attempted. Amid the current devastation and sorrow--so much of it of
human design--other human beings (and, yes, even governments!) are
trying to make a difference in people’s lives that does not involve bloodshed and death, that does not desecrate our planet. It’s a tiny hope,
granted, a small point; but the very fact that it exists I find inspiring and
reassuring.
In his novel Les Miserables, Victor Hugo writes: “Man lives by affirmation
as much as he does by bread.” So we are nourished by hope’s reinforcing
power, imparted through God’s grace, to seek and render the good, even
in the face of evil, even surrounded by adversity. Indeed, the whole moral
and spiritual thrust of the Christian message is hopefulness--the view of
life prevailing over death, joy rising above despair; the memory of love
spread out upon a cross and of a crucified body bursting out of a tomb.
To hope and to foster signs of hope is to affirm life; and it is the most natural, most necessary thing we can do in the time gifted to us on this
earth. It is as precious as breathing; it is as vital as bread.
Let us continue, then, to look for “points of progress”--not just in the
world around us, but deep within ourselves. Let us find daily nourishment
in the knowledge of God’s presence and in his purpose for our lives. In
ways that may seem small at first, even insignificant, let us never stop radiating hope. And let us feed others out of the abundance of our hopefilled store, gathered as it is from the heart of Christ and from hearts eager to do his will.
Many blessings,
Fr. Gordon+
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Memorial Hall Update
The contract with Lancaster Craftsman Builders,
Inc. has been signed by the Senior Warden, and
the initial deposit has been paid to the contractor with monies budgeted for capital Improvements. Once work begins and the loan is in
place, Frederick County Bank will be inspecting
the progress and releasing funds as the stages
of the renovation occur. The amount of
the initial deposit will be the first draw from the
loan and our budget will be reimbursed by that
amount.

Photo by Betsy Hillringhouse

Many folks jumped in for a last-minute effort to
make sure COTT had a booth at the recent
Heritage Day in Middletown. Several thousand
people enjoyed the parade, food and crafts,
and many of them stopped by to check out our
display. Betsy Hillringhouse coordinated the
event and was aided by Bill Spare, Bernadette
Roche, Fr. Gordon+, Linda & Scott Myers, Linda & Mel Galloway, Rick & Jackie Galliher and
Craig & Marusia Zearfoss. Melvin Galloway and
his folks at Valley Graphics deserve a special
thanks for creating some lovely note pads to
use as giveaways on very short notice. Linda
Myers supplied Frederick Chorale cookbooks for
us to sell.
This was the first time in eleven years that
COTT has participated in Middletown Heritage
Day, and we’re sure to be a part of it for many
years to come.

Meanwhile, Joe Hines, Architect, will submit the
sealed plans to Frederick County for final approval and permits- this will probably take another two to three weeks, and when final approval is granted, we will be renting a storage
POD for the items we will be keeping and reusing. The POD will be placed in the gravel parking lot, and then we can begin the final clearing
of Memorial Hall.

Some things that will be replaced or no longer
needed will be available for "pickers”. A list will
be posted on the church bulletin board and in
the bulletin, and any item not chosen by a member of the congregation will eventually find its
way to Goodwill or the Food Bank.
Frederick County Bank has granted formal approval of a loan of $350,000 to fund the renovation. The initial document was signed by the
Senior Warden at the last Vestry meeting with
Vestry members having first given their approval. An appraiser will be sent by the bank to review our physical plant, and the settling attorney
will be completing the title work necessary for
settlement on the loan. A date for settlement
will be forthcoming.
It appears that the month of October should be
our starting point, and we can look forward to a
Hallowe'en with lots of treats and NO TRICKS.
It's all very exciting.

Blessing of
the
Animals
Sunday, Oct.
2
4:00 p.m.

Janet Roberts, Senior Warden

Artist Concept of Building Entrance
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Yvonne V. Stone Memorial

Ladies’ Lunch Group

By Sue Wirths

[Editor Note: While the memorial is seen by all who
visit our church, many of our newer members do
not know its importance. Sue, a friend and neighbor
of Yvonne, offers this remembrance.]

Photo by Robin Rolph

The COTT Ladies' Lunch Group met in Memorial Hall on September 20 to celebrate the 17th
anniversary of the group's inception. Linda Galloway brought soup and Susan Wirths provided
dessert.
Yvonne V. Stone, part of the original group
of members of All Saints in Frederick who
helped found The Church of the Transfiguration, touched many lives in her time here in the
Braddock Community.

Because of their tradition of service, the COTT
Ladies are determined to continue meeting
even while their usual meeting place, Memorial
Hall, is undergoing renovations. The group has
decided to meet on October 18 at noon at the
Bob Evans Restaurant on Rt. 40 (next to Weiss
Supermarket). Each attendee will buy their own
lunch.

Yvonne was born in Greece in 1925. She and
her parents fled WWII and went to Oxford,
England. She took courses at the Women’s College and then came to Washington, D.C.,
All COTT women are welcome to join us. Call
where she earned her medical degree. At some
Linda Galloway (301-371-6326) or Susan
point Yvonne met Tom Stone who was also
Wirths (301-644-4274) for information.
working on medical training. They married and
came to live in Braddock Heights where Tom’s parents owned property. Yvonne and Tom had a
home on Jefferson Blvd across from the [old] fire station. When children came and more space was
needed, they bought property on Hargett Lane off Ridge Road. Tom was an avid gardener, enjoyed
Botany, and developed a pond and grounds which eventually were put in conservation.
Yvonne had extensive training in the Arts, including music, piano and organ. She knew calligraphy, painted, and was talented in sewing and needlework. She was active in the Braddock Heights
quilting group and did a variety of activities including organizing and sponsoring a well-attended
Senior Citizens group here at COTT. At the request of Reverend Johnathan Ford she made a number
of banners which are currently in storage. Her artistic talents were frequently used on special occasions, like creating clusters of flames to hang from the rafters for Pentecost. Of course the children,
Helen, Diane and Alan were growing in the church family. These children were “stair steps” older
than mine, and since we lived nearby, the families were close for a wide variety of activities over the
years. Yvonne had an “open door” to folks needing counseling and a “cup of tea.” There are still
members who were part of her outreach. Even though she never practiced medicine, it was safe to
ask her for advice.
There is so much which can be told about Yvonne and her connection to the church – those of us
who knew her as I did could add many more stories.
The following prayer is one which she passed on to me –
Teach us O Father, to trust thee with life and with death
And though this is harder by far,
With the life and death of those that are dearer to us than our own life
Teach us stillness and confident peace in thy perfect will.
Deep calm of soul and content in what thou will do with these lives thou has given
Teach us to wait and be still.
To rest in thy self.
To hush this clamorous anxiety.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

2

3

Healing - both services 9:00a Morning Prayer
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

4

5

6

7

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of

7:30p Choir

12:00p AA

Healing

4:00p Blessing of the
Animals

9

10

11

8:00a H.E. II
10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA
7:00p B & F

6:00 Chorale

8

8:30p AA

12

13

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

14

15

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

19

20

21

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of

7:30p Choir

8:30p AA

12:00p AA

8:30p AA

Fr. Gordon attending Clergy Conference

16

17

18

8:00a H.E. II
10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00 Ladies' Lunch

22

11:45a Vestry
Healing

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

6:00 Chorale

23

24

25

26

27

28

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

29

8:00a H.E. II
10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA
6:30 Men's Dinner

7:30p Choir
8:30p AA

5:45 Chorale

Rector Vacation

30

31

8:00a H.E. II

9:00a Morning Prayer

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

5:45 Chorale

VESTRY
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Do you have a question about
anything regarding C.O.T.T?

Dorothy Beaird

Barbara Collins

Mel Galloway

Bill Spare

Richard Galliher

Jim Hubbard

Our Vestry members are here to
help Talk to one of them or
Fr. Gordon any time.

Marusia Zearfoss

Debbie Knipe

Tony Traini

Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden
Craig Zearfoss – Treasurer
Marsha Burrell - Clerk

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Hospitality
1st Sunday of each month Anointing and Prayers for Healing
follow each service
Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office Phone Number:
301-371-7505
Rectory Phone Number:
301-371-6227
Church E-mail Address: transfiguration1@verizon.net
For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail
at transfiguration1@verizon.net
Email Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514
www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
PO Box 87
6909 Maryland Avenue
Braddock Heights, MD 21714

