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JOIN US FOR EASTER WEEK ACTIVITIES.
SHARE THE JOY!
April 14 – Palm Sunday, 9:30 am
Join us for this palm-waving processional of praise.

April 18 – 7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday Service

We’ll be remembering the Last Supper Jesus shared with his disciples and his journey
to the cross as we gather for a quiet service of communion, Scripture and song.

April 20 - 11 am RBC Egg Hunt

Saturday morning, rain or shine, for toddlers - 5th grade

April 21 – EASTER SUNDAY

8:00 am
All Church Easter Breakfast
(Fellowship Hall)

9:30 am
Easter Celebration in the Sanctuary

Newsletter 1

RBC KIDS PREPARE FOR EASTER SUNDAY
RBC Kids will experience the events and characters of Holy week as they visit the upper room and then the
empty tomb.
3/31
The children will prepare the upper room for the Passover meal and learn that serving others shows the
love of Jesus.
4/7
The children will experience a goodbye party hosted by Jesus and learn about Communion and God's
eternal love.
4/14
The children will experience the empty tomb and hear from some of the characters that were present on
the first Easter morning, while learning about how Jesus was victorious over death and about God's great
gift of forgiveness.

Can a Zebra change it stripes?

Congregational
Input Event
Sunday, March 3
Beginning during worship
and continuing until 11:30 am
Refreshments and coffee will be provided
Hosted by the Pastoral Search Team

Change is part of life, but how well do you handle change?
That’s the focus of the annual women’s retreat.
Friday, April 12 & Saturday, April 13
Here at RBC in the Youth room
Cost is $15
Register begins March 10
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A word from our Interim Pastor:
PRE-EXPLOSIVE BAMBOO

In his book, The Purpose-Driven Church, Rick Warren describes the Chinese Bamboo tree as one of the
real oddities of nature. You stick the bamboo shoot in the ground and water it and fertilize it for four or five
years, with no results. Then, it suddenly explodes in growth. The World Book Encyclopedia records a
bamboo tree that grew three feet in 24 hours, and reached 90 feet in height within six weeks!
A church-between-pastors can be like that, but the right preparation is necessary if we want to see later
growth. Karen left an indelible impression on our congregation over the past almost-eleven years of her
ministry, and Martin before her, but those chapters, like every other pastorate over our 140 year history, are
now closed and we are turning the page to a new future. We’ve been entrusted with rich soil that has been
faithfully tended over these 140 years, and this interim season provides an otherwise unavailable opportunity
to step back from our usual routines, examine and evaluate everything we do, explore new ministries and
priorities, and experiment with the inheritance that has been handed over to us. Now is the time to prune and
water and fertilize, and even though we might not see much happening right now, if we are undergirding our
efforts with energy and passionate prayer and thoughtful attention, we can expect to see explosive growth
later. How exciting is that!
Our Town Hall meeting on February 17 was a case in point. It provided an open forum for all of us to
sort out our identity, process our present ministries, and rethink our future. We talked about our strengths
(the Nursery School, worship, and how deeply we care for each other). We noted some of the challenges we
face (many have grown tired and maybe too comfortable, and we have not been attracting new members).
We made suggestions for ways to move forward (by building relationships rather than programs, taking
risks by the leading of the Holy Spirit, re-emphasizing prayer, taking time to listen, rethinking budget
priorities, and paying more attention to people in the community who are not like us or who may be
hurting). It was a wonderful time of engaged participation as we heard from each other. And the
conversation has been ongoing since then, with at least two newly-sparked initiatives that are now being
discussed. Our Town Hall meeting left me with the impression that RBC, as a whole, is taking this interim
season seriously, with positive and prayerful energy and interest rather than as a time to sit on our laurels.
How exciting is that!
Over the past many months, as you know, our Search Team has been diligently and methodically
pursuing its work. They are at the point now where they have been seeking additional congregational input.
The Town Hall meeting was one source of that information, and that experience is being followed up with a
second congregational “event” on March 3 that will even more directly help them shape our congregational
profile and more easily recognize the kind of pastor RBC will need to lead us into the future. Whatever
emerges from these conversations will also help all of us better understand our strengths and core values and
challenges, know ourselves more fully, and see more clearly where we’re headed. And before you know it,
the Search Team will introduce you to that unique person whom they believe the Lord is calling to RBC.
That’s when this “season” of preparation will end, and the fulfillment of the Spirit-driven vision will begin
under the leadership of your new pastor. How exciting is that!
Of course, as with any preparation time, there are lots of “dry days” ahead when we do the right things
but it seems as if nothing is happening. There are tough challenges that we are facing (with leadership and
finances and reaching new people and an aging building). And because these questions loom large, we need
to keep talking about these matters, perhaps in additional congregational meetings, but certainly in our small
groups, Bible study classes, over the dinner table, and whenever you’re together with other friends and
members of the church. We need to hear your out-of-the-box observations and ideas and solutions, because
all of us are being carried along by the Holy Spirit, and all of us are preparing the way toward the great
future that awaits RBC.
(Continued on Page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
The movement toward growth and an
exciting future begins here and now. That’s
why it’s important to stay faithfully
connected, give sacrificially of our time and
money, “talk up” RBC out in the
community, and “lean toward” an exciting
new day. When it arrives, at just the right
time, the bamboo will begin its growth
season. Do you remember the little story
that Jesus told about the small mustard seed
that is sown and grows over time? Much
like the Chinese Bamboo, when the time
was right, that little seed became such a
large shrub that birds made their nests in its
branches (Matthew 13:31-32). That’s just
around the corner for us! Our Lord is
faithful and will continue to guide and bless
us as we work with diligence toward this
new chapter in the ongoing history of RBC.
How exciting is that!

This Photo by Unknown Author is

The First Fruits Garden is in its 9th year. During those
years we provided much appreciated, fresh vegetables
to the Royersford Food Pantry from April through
October. Though it is snowing as I write this, soon it
will be time to make plans for the garden. We would
like very much for this ministry to continue.
But we need to hear from you—the congregation. Do
you feel this is an important ministry? Would you like
to know more about it? Are you interested in being
involved in the garden—planting, harvesting, weeding,
or delivering the harvest to the food pantry? Or do you
see a different use for the garden?
If you are interested in being a part of the First Fruits
Garden in any capacity or have ideas for its use, please
talk to Ginny Dearolf or Sandi Rosenberry.

David M. Brown

Registration for the 2019-2020 school year at Royersford Baptist Church
Nursery School is underway. Limited spots remain. Please contact Kris
Christopher at director@rbcns.org for more information.

Christian Citizens in a Democracy This Adult Selectives class is based on a seminar about being a
Christian citizen in a democracy that was first brought to Baptist leaders in Myanmar (Burma). It continues
through March and will include the following topics:
March 3: RBC’s Values and Vision (conducted by the Pastoral Search Team)
March 10: Salamanders and Fair Voting (guest speaker: Rich Rafferty from Fair Districts-PA)
March 17: Wise Snakes and Riverboats (Confronting unjust laws)
March 24: Security and faith (Presentation on gun violence in church)
March 31: So What? (Concluding discussion)
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RBC Youth
I was sitting in the youth room during a youth group night talking with one of our students when I
couldn’t help but hear laughing and giggling out in the hallway from what sounded like half the group. So
out of curiosity we went to see what was so funny to find a cluster of teenagers circled around our youth
bulletin board reminiscing and laughing at all the photos of our group. We have our group photo from our
previous Reach mission trip that always sparks joy, sitting next to the photo of two of our boys sitting in the
kiddie Dumbo ride at Six Flags that sets above the photo of our failing human pyramid. These photos
absolutely hold value and mark a treasure in the lives of our youth. But the thing that identifies the value of
these photos to me is the fact that this scene that I have just described to you, happens every… single…
week.
I update the photos on this board once or twice in a year, but for some reason, every week is like it is
the first time they are looking at them. During our pockets of free time during youth group, you will always
find a few kids looking at, laughing at, and smiling at these photos. In fact I have come to discover the
incredible power and value placed in these photos that I have invested in a nicer camera for the youth group,
not only to enhance the photos on the board, but to increase the production value of things like our Youth
Group Facebook page and Instagram page, which have grown to be the number one way to reach the parents
(Facebook) and the students (Instagram).
Photos and images are super important for the life of a youth group, as they mark the path the group
has taken. And when a student can look tangibly at all they have done with this group, then they start to
really make it their own, and they start to identify this community as family. But not only is it marking
where we have been to those who have been with us, it shows what’s to come and what someone who is new
can be a part of. It shows the life of this group, and the life of this church. What we don’t have are pictures
of our building, or even of our brand-new couch, which is amazing, by the way. We have pictures of our
faces smiling and laughing, pictures of our hands doing, and pictures of our arms around each other.
-Ryan Seckman

American Baptist Men
of Pennsylvania and Delaware
65th Annual ABMOPAD
Men and Young Men's Retreat
Friday, July 26 – Sunday, July 28, 2019
Shippensburg University
Shippensburg, PA
www.abcopad.org
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CONCERTS FOR A CAUSE
Royersford United Methodist Church will
host Concerts For A Cause: three concerts that
include a variety of music (Traditional, Celtic,
Gospel, World Music, etc.) by entertainers with
regional reputations.
Concerts For A Cause will raise funds for
Spring-Ford Project Outreach through
donations and freewill offerings. 100% of the
donations from the concerts will go directly to
Spring-Ford Project Outreach.
The concerts will be held on Friday nights at
7:30 pm at Royersford United Methodist
Church, 380 Church Street in Royersford,
March 15, April 5 and April 26. See the
Outreach bulletin board for more details.

Do not worry about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let
your requests be made
known to God. Phil 4:5
Health Concerns
Margaret C; Rebeca R; Lilliam V; Eli; Ella;
Jeanne M; Janelle M; Martha
Personal Issues
Domestic violence victims, abusers, survivors;
children who are victims of physical and
emotional abuse
Our Missionaries
Stephen & Nancy James; Dwight & Barbara
Bolick; Kihomi Ngwemi & Nzunga Mabudiga;
David & Joyce Reed; Stan Slade; Carole Sydnor
World Issues
Pray for peace in our world; our political leaders
and the campaign process; peaceful resolution of
conflicts; those suffering from natural disasters;
Please help us keep this list up-to-date as
changes occur by notifying the church office.

Our gifts to the America For Christ Offering impact thousands—through ministries with marginalized
children, disaster response, prisoner re-entry and aftercare, immigration and refugee resettlement, public
witness and advocacy, resources that equip Christian leaders, chaplains who bring comfort to those in
hospitals and nursing homes, and so much more. Please give generously as we receive the America For
Christ Offering throughout March.
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April
Jose and Haydee Ortiz
Bob and Amelia Yeoman
Herb and Bernice Rogers

5
12
22

March
Dan and Rose Stauffer

2

March
Tyler Parker
Jenny Bedford
Fred Neiffer
Haydee Ortiz
Scott Ritchie
Beth Smith
Bill Wanner
Alverna Bedford
Bob Dearolf
Ken George
Amy Wheeler
Amelia Yeoman
Marilyn Weikel
Marty Murray
Jason Ritchie

2
3
3
3
10
11
12
14
14
17
19
19
20
22
26

April
Julie Williams
Danielle Crist
Rose Stauffer
Peg Pascale
Herb Rogers
Rebecca Romain
Joan Russell
Weegee Neiffer
Mickey McDaniel
Bob Yeoman
Bernice Rogers

2
9
11
15
15
20
21
25
27
28
29

The birthday/anniversary lists of active
members/regular attenders has been updated.
If there are any additions/changes that need to
be made, please contact the church office.
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Royersford Baptist Church
452 S. Lewis Road
Royersford, PA 19464
The Vine is published 6 times a year by
Royersford Baptist Church (RBC)
Office - 610-948-4170
Email - rbcabc@rbcabc.org
Website - www.rbcabc.org
Staff Rev. Dr. David M. Brown, Interim Pastor
Ryan Seckman, Youth Director
Lee Kratz, Administrative Assistant
Lara Cifelli, Worship Coordinator
Sharon Brownback, Choir Director
Alex Cifelli, Accompanist
Ralph Eichelberger, Interim Custodian
Kristin Christopher, Nursery School
Director
RBC is affiliated with American
Baptist Churches in the USA
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, please contact
Lee Kratz at 610-948-4170 or send an
e-mail to rbcabc@rbcabc.org

Office Schedule
Monday through Friday 8 am - 2 pm
Pastor Dave’s office hours
Monday through Thursday
9 am – 12 pm
If these times don’t work for you,
please call the office. We will help
you schedule an appointment for
a time convenient for you.
Ryan’s Hours
Monday Off
Tuesday 11 am – 3 pm
Wednesday 10 am – 3 pm
Thursday 12 pm – 4 pm
Friday 11 am – 2 pm

Sunday Schedule
9:30 am – Worship
10:10 am – RBC Kids
11:00 am – Adult Classes

RBC Lay Leadership

Church)

Moderator - Bob Brownback
Vice Moderator - Ken George
Education - Millie Collins
Adult Education Program, RBC Kids, RBC
Nursery School, VBS
Worship - Janelle Trulson
Choir, Communion, Drama, Hosts,
Planning, Technology, Worship Leaders
Spiritual Growth & Caring – Robin Sexto
Gifts Discovery, Small Groups, Social Event
Planning, Women’s Ministries
Mission & Outreach – Reid Trulson
ABC Missions, CROP, Evangelism, Hands-onWorship, Mission Trips, RBC Players
Administrative Support - Dave Messer
Buildings and Grounds, Kitchen Team,
Finance/Business, Office Volunteers, Staff
Relations, Website/Public Relations
Youth Ministry – Allison Fisher
Small Groups, Student Leadership, Summer
Mission, After School Program, Youth Group

If you have been touched by
the ministry of RBC, you can
be part of continuing our
ministry together through your
financial gifts. Our website has
online giving options that make
it possible for you to be a part
of supporting the work of
Royersford Baptist Church.
Your gifts and your prayers
make a vital difference in the
Kingdom of God.

For the latest in news
and information about
Royersford Baptist Church
go to

www.rbcabc.org
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