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From the President’s Desk  

We all know the old saying, “If only these walls could talk…what a tale they would have to share!” I’m sure that is 
especially true with our Woodward Mansion.  Its walls, paneled with imported wood, seem to depict the warmth 
of a storied home. Children have been born within these walls.  Elegant social events and the company of some of 
San Antonio’s most interesting citizens have breathed life and joy into the house from its earliest days.  Walls are 
mostly mute but I’m sure at our first General Meeting of the year on October 6th, we will be entertained and 
enlightened with a family member’s talk about life in the early days of our beautiful Mansion.   Mr. Tom Bagby, 
great-grandson of the Mansion’s builder, David Woodward, is our October program speaker.   More information for 
the October meeting is on page 3 of this newsletter. 
 
Now what about events that may have occurred just outside the Mansion walls?  For example, it is an often-
repeated story that in 1865, a coil-spring driven “air ship” took flight in San Pedro Park next to where our Club 
stands today (documents in the DRT Library confirm the basic design and local financing of the machine).  The 
alleged “first” flier was Jacob Brodbeck, a university graduate from Germany who was an inventor and teacher 
among other talents.  After enduring two months of stormy weather on a ship crossing the Atlantic Ocean to 
America, Brodbeck decided it would be better to fly.  He made his way to the Texas Hill Country with the dream to 
design an “air ship”.  Here he earned the moral and financial support of local investors including Dr. Ferdinand Herff 
in San Antonio.  Brodbeck’s coil-spring driven machine reportedly succeeded in “sailing” over the treetops.  
However, he could not keep the springs wound up, so the plane would not continue to fly.  Whether or not this new 
Texan beat the Wright Brothers in powered flight, the one thing historians agree on is that Brodbeck’s “air ship” 
crashed upon landing.   Oh, by the way, to add to the story of this pioneer in flight – Jacob was my great-great 
grandfather. 
 
At our annual Fall Luncheon this month we have another opportunity to “step back in time”; this time to enjoy the 
music of a pioneer of the Grand Ole Opry.  Come enjoy a musical program as Patsy Cline “comes alive” through the 
talents of international recording star Patsy Torres.  The show and luncheon will take place September 15th at the 
San Antonio Country Club.   We are excited to offer our outstanding boutique and silent auction at the event.   We 
are anticipating a sell-out luncheon so don’t wait to get your paid reservations in to Tina Zimmerman at the WCSA 
office.  The reservation deadline is September 8th.  See you there!                                                                       



Meetings & Luncheons 
Virginia Van Cleave, Vice-president  

ANNUAL FALL LUNCHEON ~ “SWEET DREAMS OF PATSY” 

September 15th, 11:00 a.m.  

San Antonio Country Club 

 

Featuring international recording star and entertainer Patsy Torres. 

Ticket price for the luncheon and entertainment is $75.00. 

Valet parking available 

Cash bar opens at 11:00 

Annual WCSA Silent Auction opens at 11:00 
 

Luncheon Reservations must be received by Wednesday, September 8th w/ $75 payment. 
Call House Supervisor, Tina Zimmerman, WCSA office phone 210-732-4811 between 10:00 – 3:00 M-F. 

 

Bring friends and family to see Patsy Torres perform for our Annual Fall Luncheon.  Our decorating team has set 

the theme of “Grand Ole Opry” for her musical program which will highlight the life and music of the legendary 

Country superstar Patsy Cline.  Patsy Torres embodies the voice, appearance, and characteristics of Patsy Cline 

who was her childhood idol.   The Club is so excited to have her as our special guest at the Fall Luncheon. 

~  Luncheon Menu  ~ 

Goat Cheese and Roasted Pear Salad with Demitasse Cup of Hot Tomato Basil Soup 

Baked Chicken Cordon Bleu with Rosemary Roasted Red Potatoes and Haricot Verts 

Bailey's Milk Chocolate Creme Brule with an Almond Amaretto Cookie. 

Breads and Kornettes                                                                                                            Iced Tea and Coffee 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Annual Fall Luncheon Silent Auction Details 

In addition to the Grand Ole Opry theme, the luncheon will be festive with tables for the Silent Auction.  You can 

help make it the best ever.  Don’t forget to bring your items for the Fall Luncheon Silent Auction to the WCSA 

Office no later than Monday, September 13th!  Silent Auctions are pure profit for our Club – we love getting 

decorative items and gift cards of any kind!  Our members always donate unique items for our Silent Auction – 

that makes it fun!!  Please give House Supervisor, Tina Zimmerman, a call at the office (210-732-4811) to make 

arrangements to drop off your donation.  Always good to call ahead as Tina does have varying hours depending 

on the activity at the Club.     

Need pick-up service?  Just give Silent Auction Chairman, Ginger Vlieger, a call. 



OCTOBER 6th REGULAR MEETING & LUNCHEON  

Program:  “A Big Man with BIG Ideas” 
A Grandson’s Remembrance of David J. Woodward, San Antonio Builder 

 

October is a big month for the Woman’s Club of San Antonio.  This October we celebrate the 

123rd anniversary of the oldest continuous service/social club for women in San Antonio. For 

ninety-five of those years, we have formed our bonds and served our community from the 

comfort of the Woodward Mansion.  This year, in addition to honoring our eighteen Charter 

Members, we will have a special program on the early history of the Woodward Mansion and 

its first family, the David Woodward family.  The program will be presented by Mr. 

Woodward’s great-grandson, Tom Bagby.  Mr. Bagby is bringing stories of the early years in 

the Mansion AND an original furnishing of the Mansion which the Bagby family wishes 

returned to 1717 San Pedro after almost 100 years.  

 

We not only share a home with the Woodward family, we 

share a history of commitment to the city including 

Fiesta traditions.  In 1905 Mr. Woodward reigned with 

the first Fiesta royalty as King Selamat.  His daughter, 

Hazel, was Fiesta royalty in 1915.  This October the 

Woman’s Club of San Antonio will announce our 2022 

Fiesta Teen Queen and Princesses – your vote counts!  

        David J. Woodward                Location: At the Woodward Mansion 

       San Antonio Mason              Time: Social @ 10:30, meeting @ 11:00, lunch to follow 

                                                         

Guest Speaker:  Mr. Tom Bagby, great-grandson of David J. Woodward  

Luncheon Reservations:  By noon Monday, October 4th, call the office: 210-732-4811 

October Luncheon Hostesses:  The WCSA Board of Directors                                                           Hazel Woodward (Tips) 1915                                                                                                                                

Community Care and Concern: The Woodward Mansion Restoration Fund.                                   Dressed for her Coronation                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                      

Your ballot for the 2022 Fiesta Teen Queen is included with this newsletter. 

We will not vote for our Fiesta Teen Queen at the October meeting this year.  The vote will be as follows: 

Option 1:  Print a copy of the ballot & mail your signed ballot to:  The Woman’s Club of San Antonio, 1717 San 

Pedro, SA, TX 78212 by September 24th.  Scroll to the end of this document to Attachment 2, Teen Queen Ballot. 

Option 2:  Email your ballot (with your name and your choice) to womansclubofsa@aol.com by Oct. 1st.   

See pages 4, 5, and 6 of this newsletter to learn more about our amazing Fiesta Royalty candidates Gabby 

Geppert, Sarah Stone, and Avery Walker.  Scroll to the end of this document to Attachment 2, Teen Queen Ballot. 

 

NOVEMBER 3rd REGULAR MEETING & LUNCHEON  

Presentation to Honor Past Presidents, Patrons, and New Life Members 

Program: “Update on the Alamo and Alamo Plaza” 

The program on the Alamo will be presented by Rebecca J. Viagran Alamo 

Citizens Advisory Committee, Tri-Chair; and, Alamo Management Committee, 

Vice Chair.  

November Luncheon Hostesses: Books and Letters Round Table                                                                                            

                      Community Care Concern: Cotton Elementary School  

            



Woman’s Club Fiesta Teen Queen Candidate:  Gabrielle Olivia Geppert 
Sponsor: Patricia Geppert 

Year joined Ingenue Round Table: 2017 

Number of Coronations Participated in: 13 

 

This will be my fifth year as an Ingenue.  As an Ingenue, I have been given the 

opportunity to contribute and support the Woman’s Club of San Antonio’s 

philanthropic mission through numerous activities, including hosting the 

Christmas Parties for the children at Respite Care of San Antonio, making 

holiday cards for the Golden Girls, helping with the WCSA Garage Sale, setting 

up and serving the summer luncheon, cleaning out the attic at the Woodward 

House, and making treats to sell at the Christmas Faire.  Of these activities, my 

favorite has been hosting the Christmas Parties for Respite Care of San Antonio.  

I enjoy playing with the children and seeing the joy that the party and gifts bring 

to them.  

 

 

I want to be the Woman’s Club of San Antonio Official Fiesta Teen Queen to act as an ambassador to raise 

awareness for the Woman’s Club of San Antonio mission, “For mutual improvement and cooperation in all 

charitable and educational undertakings that pertain to the greater good of humanity.”   
 

I have participated in the Fiesta Teen Queen Coronation since I was four years old.  When I was little, I was 

enthralled with the pageantry of the coronation and the Fiesta Teen Queen and Princesses looked so sophisticated.  

I was very proud when my sister Hannah was crowned Fiesta Teen Queen in 2020.  I have been very fortunate to 

represent the Woman’s Club in Fiesta Parades such as the Fiesta Fiesta Parade and the Fiesta Especial Parade, as 

well as many other Fiesta activities.  As the Woman’s Club of San Antonio Official Fiesta Teen Queen, I would be 

honored to represent the Woman’s Club at Fiesta events. 

 

My late grandmother, Sandra Geppert had been a Woman’s Club Member for 14 years, and my mother Patricia 

Geppert and sister Hannah Geppert are also members.  As a family, we strongly support the mission of the 

Woman’s Club of San Antonio and their philanthropic activities, including the offer of college scholarships for 

woman who want to better their lives through education, the support of the San Antonio State Hospital, WINGS 

Breast Cancer Care, and Respite Care of San Antonio and other charities.    

 

I am a senior in high school at BASIS Shavano Park.  I have passed ten college credit Advanced Placement exams 

and completed all of my course work required to graduate and will devote my senior year to special research 

projects. I plan on pursuing  a career in either engineering or computer science.   

 

I have been active in Girl Scouts since second grade.  I have completed by Bronze Award, Silver Award and I am 

working on my Gold Award.  The focus of my Bronze Award project was raising awareness and funding for the Last 

Chance Forever Birds of Prey Center.  The focus of my Silver Award was beautifying the community garden at 

Colonial Hills Elementary School.  For my Gold Award, my project will be focused on improving one of San Antonio’s 

parks under the guidance of the Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas.  I was also a member of the Shadow Cliff 

Sharks Summer Swim League swim team for 11 years. In my spare time, I like to draw, paint, and do photography.   

  



Woman’s Club Fiesta Teen Queen Candidate:  Sarah Stone 
 

Sponsor name:  Patricia Villarreal 

Year joined Ingenues: 2018 

Number of Coronations Participated in:  3 

 

Hello! My name is Sarah Stone and I am a senior at Ronald Reagan 

High School. I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to run for 

Fiesta Teen Queen and to represent the Woman’s Club in a new, 

exciting way. I have been a member of the Ingenue round table since 

2018 and enjoy participating in events that support the house and the 

community. I love volunteering and am passionate about helping the 

community which is one of the many reasons I have enjoyed my time 

as an Ingenue so much. Over the years, I have represented the 

Woman’s club in many fiesta events, my favorite being the Fiesta 

Especial parade. I love all things fiesta and being queen would give 

me the chance to share the rich culture of our city and spread the 

message of our Woman’s club. I would be honored to represent the Woman’s Club as your Teen Queen. 

 

Before becoming an Ingenue, I attended luncheons with my grandmother for as long as I can remember and 

I have always felt a love for the women and the organization. After becoming an Ingenue, I have enjoyed 

making cards for the golden girls, assisting at the garage sales, wrapping presents for the Ingenue respite 

care Christmas party, and being part of the Teen Queen court as a duchess for the last 3 years. My favorite 

event has been decorating the house for Christmas every year. Decorating the house brings so much joy 

and spirit to those around me. Serving at meals for the club and assisting other members as needed also 

leaves me with a feeling of happiness.  

 

In school, I am extremely active and lead in many ways. I am a member of the National Honor Society, a 

member of Health Occupation Students of America where I have served as the event coordinator, a 3 year 

member of the spirit organization and served as an executive officer for the pep squad, participated in 

Friends club (a service organization), and I am a member of the National Art Honor Society.  All of these 

organizations provided me the opportunity to give back. I volunteered in many events such as helping at the 

local elementary school, gathering food for the food bank, and making bowls to aid in serving. Additionally, I 

have logged over 2,000 hours with the San Antonio Humane Society, supported local hospitals at 

fundraising events, and spent a summer volunteering at the Brooke Army Medical Center 

Hematology/Oncology Clinic. 

 

My grandmother, Patricia Villarreal, is a longtime member of the Woman’s Club and is currently Membership 

Chairman and previously chaired the Newcomers Fiesta Round Table. My mother, Dana Stone, and my 

Aunt Gloria Lopez are both members of the club. After high school I plan to major in biomedical science at 

Texas A&M University with the hopes of pursuing a medical degree in pediatric orthopedic surgery.  

 

I am so thankful for this opportunity, and I am looking forward to what this year might bring as your Teen 

Queen!  Viva Fiesta! 
 

  



 

Woman’s Club Fiesta Teen Queen Candidate:  Avery Walker 
 

Sponsor:  Cathy Carroll ~ Year Joined Ingenues: 2018  ~ Number of Coronations:  4 

The first time I walked into The Woodward House Mansion, I knew this club 

would become a very special part of my life. I am Avery Walker, a 17 year old 

senior at Smithson Valley High School. I am the daughter of Phillip Walker and 

Cathy Carroll, one of our fellow club members. The opportunity to represent The 

Woman’s Club as the 2022 FIESTA TEEN QUEEN would be one of the greatest 

honors and blessings I could be given! I want to have the opportunity to further our 

clubs Mission of “mutual improvement and cooperation in all charitable and 

educational undertakings that pertain to the greater good of humanity.” Fiesta is 

an incredible time for us to showcase our mission to the city, and future members 

of our club. I believe I will be able to demonstrate the diversity that our club 

embraces due to the wide range of activities I participate in. I have been raised to 

be a role model by setting a good example for my peers. Being FIESTA TEEN QUEEN 

would be the greatest opportunity for me to use and expand my abilities as a role 

model. As “FIESTA TEEN QUEEN,” I understand that my job is to represent our club through a positive message, strong 

public speaking, as well as lady like behavior and appearance. San Antonio embraces our history and Fiesta is a 

celebration to honor the memory of the heroes of the Alamo and the Battle of San Jacinto. I want to ensure that The 

Woman's Club is at the center of honoring this rich history, while encouraging San Antonio citizens to celebrate those 

who fell for our freedom. Growing up cerebrating fiesta gets in your heart, and I know that I will be able to share that 

joy with others as your FIESTA TEEN QUEEN!   

During my years in the club, I have been extremely involved with the Ingenue Round Table. My favorite event 

is the Respite Care Christmas Party. Each year I participated, my heart became more and more invested. I purchased 

stuffed animals (the kids favorite) and other prizes for the game booths that brought the children so much joy! I have 

been a part of four coronations, four queens receptions as well as attending the following list of Fiesta activities, 

Three Pilgrimages to the Alamo, King Rey Feo and King Antonio Crownings, The Pioneer Ball, Two Especial Parades, 

attended two River Parades with our Princesses, Flower Show, Botanical Garden Fiesta Event, Armed Forces 

Celebration at the Alamo, Pow Wow, Fiesta Kings Cup Polo Match, Fiesta Gartenfest, Fiesta De Los Ninos Tech Event, 

Piñatas in the Barrio, Fiesta Fiesta Parade, I was selected to ride in the Battle of Flowers Parade for 2020 which later 

was canceled, worked the check in table at the Hat Luncheon and cleaned up after the Queens Reception. In addition 

to Fiesta events, I decorated, served and broke down events for luncheons at the house. I attended the Hat Luncheon 

and Rose Williams Luncheon.  I have participated in Valentine, Christmas and Golden Girl card making events and 

attended Thanksgiving and Christmas events for the Ingenue Round Table. 

As an active teenager, scholar and SV ranger, I have been on two competitive dance teams, Smithson Valley 

High School Dance Team, was selected as the SV Leukemia and Lymphoma Student of the Year Candidate in 2020, 

where I raised over $27,000 in seven weeks for blood cancer research, 2020 LLS Hall of Fame, LLS Leadership Board, 

Smithson Valley High School Bass Fishing Team (inaugural member), Central Texas Regional Championship for Texas 

High School Bass Fishing Association, Rowdy Row SV Football Support Organization, Young Life and Selected to 

represent SV supporters in photo shoot for the All Sports program. 

I know these lists can be lengthy to read but I want to make sure that the members of our club understand I 

am the type of young lady that is completely dedicated and follows through with a commitment, the perfect person 

to represent our great club during Fiesta 2022! I look forward to becoming a full member of the club next year while I 

balance my studies at Texas State University, where I will major in Communication Studies.  I plan to follow in my 

mom’s footsteps and pursue a   career in Medical Sales.  In closing, I want to thank the Women of our club for your 

leadership, fellowship and friendship through my years as an Ingenue. I  pray that I will be given the honor of serving 

The Woman’s Club of San Antonio as your 2022 FIESTA TEEN QUEEN! Viva! 



 

Care and Concern    
   As reported from Susan Moreland-Goza 

Member, Sylvia Wong passed away.   
  

Member, Johanna Christiansen's mother-in-law passed away. 
 

Member, Marjorie Douglas is in need of our prayers. 
 

Member, Linda Parsons had emergency surgery following a fall while on tour in Vicksburg, MS.  Her right leg was injured. 
 

Member, Sandy Salinas, had surgery. 

 

Golden Book 
Submitted by:  Patte Pfeiffer, Golden Book Chairman 

 
In Memory of Carl Douglas, Husband of Woman's Club Member Marjorie Douglas 

By Anita Oberle 
 

In Honor of Their Grandparents, Albert and Virginia Van Cleave on their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
With All Our Love, The Van Cleave Grandchildren - Brittany, William, Joseph, Sophia, and Isabella 

 
In Honor of our July Speaker and Emcee Michael Quintanilla 

By The Woman's Club 
 

In Honor of our August Speaker Bill Groneman 
By The Woman's Club 

 
In Honor of Angela Pfeiffer for Her Birthday 

By Helen Jones 
 

 

 

Celebrating September Birthdays



. 
House Report 

Susan Gargotta Chairman 

Susan reports, “We have a new water heater!  I want to 

extend a huge thank you to Patti Villarreal and the 
Faucet Parts Company on Fresno Street for donating a 
new water heater for the House.  The installation was 
donated by Nacho Villarreal of JR’s Plumbing“ (also on 
Fresno).   
 

Thank you to Dana Stone for donating a new set of 38 
black tablecloths.  For our luncheon decorating talents 
– Tina Zimmerman has counted, organized and put this 
new linen set into inventory.   
 

Projects under way:  The new spindles for the upper 
deck (where the old metal fire escape was removed) 
arrived and will be installed soon.   The contractor will 

move the exit signs to indicate our new second floor 

emergency exit at the door at the west end of the 
elevator hall.  He will also install an emergency “push 
bar” at this door.  Replacement of all smoke detectors 
and the regular annual inspection for the elevator are 
scheduled for September. 
 

Completed projects:  A broken basement window was 
replaced with plexiglass and the holes in our crawl space 
underneath the house have been filled with a cement so 
the cats won’t be entering the crawl space any more. 
 
NOTE: If you are putting items away in the attic, please 
ensure they are placed in a plastic bin (NO CARDBOARD 
BOXES). Please also ensure the lids are securely on the 
bins. 
 

Membership Report 
 Patti Villarreal Chairman  

We have new member applications from Elizabeth Ruiz, Blue 

Rose Alvarez, and Lillian Villanova.   Our prospective members 

will be presented to the membership at the October regular 

meeting.   Our guest speaker at that meeting, Mr. Tom Bagby, 

has two Texas granddaughters he hopes to introduce to the 

club for membership. 

Fund Raising Report 

The WCSA received a check for $762.00 from Kendra 

Scott and for $17.70 from One Hope for 

the fundraisers this summer. Congrats were given to 

Carolynn Snyder for coordinating these 

events.                                 



AUGUST LUNCH AND LEARN 

“Remembering September, Twenty Years Later”  
Guest Speaker: Mr. William “Bill” Groneman, FDNY, Retired. 

 
 

We hope you were with us on August 18th to 

share two major events – one a commemoration, 

the other a celebration. Bill Groneman shared 

poignant memories of what he imagined and did upon 

seeing the mushroom cloud in the Manhattan skyline 

on September 11, 2001.  He shared many personal 

and impactful photographs to give an understanding of 

what New Yorkers experienced and how it changed 

their city.  Mr. Groneman has written books about 9/11 

and about Western history, especially the Alamo.  

Many of our members were able to have a copy of one 

of his books autographed at the event.  Mr. Groneman 

was presented with our appreciation plaque by Virginia 

Van Cleave.  He was also given a special San Antonio 

medal commemorating twenty years since the first 

responders like Mr. Groneman faced the tragedy at 

the World Trade Center 

 

 

And the celebration….if you were at the meeting, you shared in the birthday celebration of the Club’s president, 

Jane Stone.  Jane and her husband, Marshall Stone, were also celebrating their anniversary on August 18th.  

Their daughter, Krystal Patel, a member of SAWC, and her handsome five-year old grandson, Royce, came from 

Austin for the event.  Krystal presented a cake and champagne for all to toast Jane and Marshall at the luncheon.  

 

Janice McGraw did the fancy and fanciful decorations for the luncheon.  The day was made even more festive 

with Graciela Carrillo’s display of her beautiful wearables including her hat creations available for sale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Membership Last Call! 
The fiscal year for the Woman’s Club runs July 1st to June 30th and dues were due on 31 July 2021.  Life 

members are not assessed 2021-2022 dues.  Only a few members are not on record as having renewed.  

Please check your records.  Dues not paid by October 1st will result in loss of membership to the Club & 

reapplication/reinstatement requires a new initiation fee.  

General Membership Dues Including Late Payment: 

 

 Paid September 1st – October 1st *$180 if paid by cash or check ($185.40 credit card)  

Please make your check payable to the Woman’s Club of SA & include “2021-22 Dues” in the memo line. Mail to 

the Club - 1717 San Pedro, San Antonio, TX 78212.  

If you wish to pay by credit card or have any questions about your dues: Call Karen Ward.    

 

 

Attachments: 

1) Ballot – WCSA Fiesta Teen Queen and Princesses (scroll down to page 11 of this pdf document) 

2) 2021- 2022 Dues/Yearbook Form  (scroll down to page 12 of this pdf document) 

 

 
RUSTLING LEAVES is published monthly by the Woman’s Club of San Antonio. 

Editor: Cyndi Munch                                                                                                                                                          Assistant Editor:  Patsy Pelton  

Members are invited to submit relevant photos of people or events for possible use in the newsletter and/or Facebook to 

womansclubnewsletter@gmail.com.   Advertising in Rustling Leaves is available at the following rates:  full page - $100; half page - $50; 

and, quarter page - $25. Your ad may include business cards, recognition/celebrations, and announcements of upcoming events.  The 

deadline for submission and payment for advertising is the 15th of the month prior to the publication month. 
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Newsletter Attachment 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Fiesta Teen Queen 2022 Ballot 

 
Your Signature: _________________________________________(required) 

 

My choice for Fiesta Teen Queen is:  

 

____    Gabrielle “Gabby” Olivia Geppert sponsored by Patricia Geppert (mother) 

 

 

 

____ Sarah Stone sponsored by Patricia Villarreal (grandmother) 

 

 

____  Avery Walker sponsored by Cathy Carroll (mother) 

 

Instructions for voting: 

During normal times, we vote for our Queen at the October General Meeting.  However, please note, we will 

NOT vote for our Queen at the October general meeting this year.  This is how we will vote: 

Option 1:   Print a copy of this ballot.  Make your selection and sign your name.  Mail your ballot no later than 

September 24, 2021 to The Woman’s Club of San Antonio, 1717 San Pedro Avenue, San Antonio, Texas 78212 or 

drop by the club office and give it to Tina Zimmerman. 

Option 2:  Email your ballot with your name and your choice selected to womansclubofsa@aol.com no later than 

Friday, October 1, 2021.  

  



 

 


