Writing Prompts 3/23/17


Unexpected Transformation

Write a poem about something that starts off as one thing then, through a maybe surprising, maybe elaborate process becomes something totally different, maybe even its opposite.  This could be a person who changes, a place that changes, an activity (or a song or a pop culture meme) that comes to mean something totally different to someone within the poem.  It is up to you.  The main idea here "unexpected."   


Cockfight, Dialect, Synthesis

Start by imagining two opposing things.  These things might be ideological, as opposite sides of the political spectrum, or groups associated with different ideologies, like Christians and atheists.  On the other hand, what you imagine might, instead, be personal—like two options you might have in your life; two people who exert very different influences on you; two things that, though mutually exclusive, you both love; or two seemingly opposite parts of your identity.

Then put these two things into a poem.  Let both sides be their best selves.  Let both sides be strong, appealing, and interesting.  Be charitable, as charitable as you can, to both sides. 

Let there be tension between these two sides.  Then, using the “logic” of poetry, try to resolve, in some way, this tension.  This might be an advancement in a story, or it might be an ending that contains an image that somehow (maybe paradoxically) blends both sides.  It might be happy or positive or it might be tragic.  Who knows!  It is up to you.  The idea, here, is to let the poetry-making guide you to a resolution.


Counter-Intuitive Choice

Write about a choice that ends up having the opposite effect that you—or a character—intends.  Why does this happen?  What does this show?  

