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For immediate release:  June 10, 2020 

 
Community of Churches for Social Action held a press conference 

today at Antioch Missionary Baptist Church to release the following 

statement on the killing of George Floyd and acts of violence 

inflicted upon African Americans by Police Officers. 

 

San Antonio, Texas — The Community of Churches for Social Action deplores 

the recent killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota and vehemently 

denounces this act and other acts of violence inflicted by police upon defenseless 

African American citizens. 

 

Since 1619, acts of violence against African Americans have resulted in perpetual 

disenfranchisement of the American descendants of slavery.  This systemic 

oppression is made even worse by a blatant disrespect for the lives of African 

Americans and the repeated killing of some of the most vulnerable of our society by 

neighborhood vigilantes and racist police.  We are deeply grieved and our pain 

erupts into anger at the thought of the loss of our brothers and sisters—from 

Trayvon Martin to Michael Brown to Tamir Rice to Philando Castile to Eric Garner 

to Sandra Bland to Botham Jean to Atatiana Jefferson to Breona Taylor to George 

Floyd—among many, many others.  While we acknowledge that there are far more 

good police than bad, the wanton disregard for the lives of African Americans by 

bad police must not be overlooked, excused, or exonerated. 

 

We call upon all citizens of good will, black, white, and brown, to publicly 

denounce acts of police brutality inflicted upon defenseless African Americans.  We 

implore all citizens to demand that the police discontinue such acts of brutality 

immediately. 

 

We call upon Police Departments and Sherriff’s offices everywhere, particularly in 

San Antonio and Bexar County, to faithfully incorporate cultural sensitivity training, 

embrace community policing, reject the militarization of police, abandon racial 

profiling, and adopt transparent police officer evaluations.  In cases of alleged police 

misconduct, we call upon the Police Department and the Sherriff’s Office to appoint 

citizen-led independent review counsels.  In addition, we call upon the San Antonio 

Police Department and the Sherriff’s Office to appoint African Americans to 

responsible positions at the highest levels of leadership. 
 

We call upon elected officials, the Chief of Police, and the County Sherriff to 

publicly affirm that Black lives matter, with the acknowledgment that while all lives 

matter, the lives of black people have been historically, systematically, and 

categorically demeaned and disrespected over 400 years. 

 

We also call upon white and brown clergy to preach and teach messages that affirm 

the lives of African Americans and to reject a posture of silence on these critical 

issues.  Furthermore, we call upon African American clergy to preach messages that 

address the sociopolitical disenfranchisement of the vulnerable and to instill a sense 

of hope within the community through relevant action.  
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We call upon all citizens of our community to public service and civic engagement.  Moreover, we implore every 

citizen to register and vote for candidates that fully embrace positive change for the collective good of our city, county, 

state, and nation. 

 

Finally, we call upon people of faith and love to pray and to become involved in meaningful dialogue with diverse 

peoples of the community, knowing that a change of behavior starts with a change of the heart. 

 

We will use the full power of our faith, the constituency of our churches, the goodwill of our supporters, and the 

righteousness of our cause to ensure that these changes come to fruition.  No longer will we tolerate the knee of the 

powerful upon the necks of the powerless. 

 

 

 
 
The Community of Churches for Social Action is a 501(c)3 organization made up of a coalition of interdenominational 
churches who have come together to enhance and enrich the condition of our city by bringing a prophetic voice and 
providing services such as economic development, housing, education, and supportive services to those traditionally 
under-served and/or live in disadvantaged communities. 

 

VISION - CCSA’S “PRO’S” MINISTRY 
 
PRO-phetic... A voice piece for God providing spiritual perspective on issues we face  
PRO-active… Putting forth vision that will seek to not only respond but head off issues   
PRO-ductive… God empowering ourselves to make a difference in our community, city, state and nation  
PRO-gressive...Building upon our positive tradition and moving forward through confrontation, collaboration, and 
compromise 
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