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Welcome Everyone!
We are glad to have you with us this morninglf you need assistance in finding anything, one of our
ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are foundn the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the sanctuary.
Proceed up the stairs and through the double doors. Unisex bathrooms are available through the kit
in the office area.

Sunday Church Schodior preK through middle school meets each Sunday at 9 a.m..

A nursery is availabldor children of pr&kindergarten age during the worship service. Please check
with an usher for the location of the nursery.

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ
truly is present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Those not wishing to
commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing. To indicate this, please cross your
arms over your chest. If you are not able to come forward, please inform the ushers and the
meal will be brought to you.

Please remembeto turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymnsfor the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and
numbered by hymn, not page.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation, which
means we welcome and support all people regardless of their sexual orientation, their
gender identity or that of their children, parents, siblings or friends.



Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 5, 2017

INTRODUCTION

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that wh
we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks
forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the ligh
of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others.
Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ.

CALL TO WORSHIP

PRELUDE
The assembly stands to face the baptismal font.
CONFESSION AND FORGI VENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minist

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinitly, one God, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us
all.

Congregation Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P Loving God,

C we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not
spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those
we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others;
we have thought less of ourselves thanewought. Turn us around, and
give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your childreAmen.



P Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have
messed up, God puts wus together. Go
calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, fol
the sake ofl Jesus Christ our Savior.

C Amen.
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Gone  is the dark night of sin; in  comes the light.
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and we are giv - en a new start. A - men_ A-men. A - men_
GATHERING HYMN
532 Gather Us In
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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catch the—  least breeze. And  peo - ple would shout,
ress - ing— the crowds. And  peo - ple would sigh,
might - ty,—— a - lone, And peo - ple would cry,
hymns of praise end. Al - might-y and yet
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ;
P Let us pray.

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. I
your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power t
do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
The assembly is seated. qu
(
+ WORD +

FIRST READING : Isaiah 58:19a [9b-12]

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the i
their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fast
acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the na

1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people
their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their 8fest day after day they seek me and delight
to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsz
the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw ne:
toGod.3%0 Why do we fast, but you do not see
notice?¢6 Look, you serve your own inte
4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting :
you do today will not make your voice heard on Higlsuch the fast that | choose, a day

to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth anc
ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptableden?e

6ls not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of tt
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break everylgake®dt to share your bread

with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked.
cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own&ih&n your light shall break

forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go be-
fore you, the glory of theorD shall be your rear guafd@lhen you shall call, and the

Lorbp will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am.



[°of you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evi
19f you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your ligh
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the no#fiiti@y.oRD will guide you
continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters ag<@urfaih-

cient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you ¢

be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.]

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm 112:9 [10] We sing the psalm responsively.
0 |
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LeaderHallelujah! Happy are they who | fearltb&D
and have great delight in

C 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;
the generation of the upright | will be blessed.

L 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house,
and their righteousness will | last forever.

C 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.

L Slt is good for them to be genégpus in lending
and to manage their afairs with justice.

C 8For they will nev | er be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlast| ing remembrance.

L They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting | inltio&D.

C 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink,
until they see their desire up| on their enemies.
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L 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever;
they will hold up their | head with honor.

C [1The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine
away;
the desires of the wick| ed will perish.]

Spoken after the Psalm is sung.

C Amen.

SECOND READING : 1 Corinthians 2:112 [1316]

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisd
l'y presents Godds hidden wisdom which i
ourselves and others in |ight of Godos

IWhen | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the mystery of Gc
to you in lofty words or wisdor#-or | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and him crucifiedAnd | came to you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling.4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, bt
with a demonstration of the Spirit and of po%erthat your faith might rest not on

human wisdom but on the power of God.

6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of
the rulers of this age, who are doomed to peissh.t we speak Godds
hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our $llanye of the rulers of this age
understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of@byas it

is written, OWhat no eye has seen, nor
has prepared f offhede things Godlnas relealeddo uhthrough the
Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths dffcdwdvhat human being
knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one
comprehends what i s tr ul2dow@ehhd seceevedna p t
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gift
bestowed on us by God3And we speak of these things in words not taught by human
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.

“Those who are unspiritual do not recei’
to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned
B“Those who are spiritual di scern all thi
scrutiny.
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W For who has known the mind of the Lor
mind of Christ.]

R The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.

The assendtgnds.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Gospel Acclamation

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1320

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth ¢
worl d, doing good works and keeping God

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesussaidd You are the salt of the earth; bu
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled
underfoot. 40 You are the |light of the wNol d.

one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gi\
light to all in the housédn the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Do not think that | have come to abol |
abolish but to fulfill18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter,
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accompgshecefore,

whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the
same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teache
them will be called great in the kingdom of he&dear: | tell you, unless your

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdt

of heaven. 6
9



P
C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON

The assendtgnds.

HYMN OF THE DAY

673 God, Whose Almighty Word

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSON

A

Called to be a light to the nations,

A brief silence.

A

Eternal God, you are oirethree and threm-one. Strengthen the ministry of the
World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. Solidify
ecumenical partnerships as they work to break the bonds of injustice and let the c
pressed go free. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send relief where storms and floods overwhelm. Provide shelter and safe habitat
for all creatures. Protect seeds and bulbs for the spring and fall harvest. Hear us
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ignite the nations with the flame of your justice. Enlighten the leaders of the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank with your wisdom; guide
government officials to seek economic justice in their communities. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort the afflicted, compassionate God. Accompany all who wait on death row
Reconcile families torn apart by crime or addiction. Heal the brokenhearted, the
newly diagnosed, and all who suffer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

10



A Fill those who form the faith of others with insight and energy. Multiply the fruit
of their labor. Grow disciples eager to feast on your living word and embody it
each day. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Let us offer other prayers and thank
O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We thank you for all the saints who dared to shine with the light of Christ. Compe
us to shine freely and witness to your abundant grace each day. Hear us, O God

C Your mercy is great.

P Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one wit
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Chr
The assembly is seated.
CHI LDRENO®S TI ME
ﬂ+
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need

ANTHEM "God Is Love'Haas
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OFFERTORY
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