First words of Jesus
it is necessary, or it behoves. A word often used by Jesus concerning his own appointed work, and expressing both the inevitable fulfilment of the divine counsels and the absolute constraint of the principle of duty upon himself. 

Mary’s question was not as to what her son had been doing, but as to where he had been. Jesus, in effect, answers, “Where is a child to be found but in his Father’s house?”

I must be (δει εἰναι με [dei einai me]). Messianic consciousness of the necessity laid on him. Jesus often uses δει [dei] (must) about his work. Of all the golden dreams of any boy of twelve here is the greatest. 

Not “about my Father’s business,” but “in my Father’s house”

note “my,” not “our.”

When the boy first became conscious of his peculiar relation to the Father in heaven we do not know. But he has it now at twelve and it will grow within him through the years ahead in Nazareth.

His statement confirmed that He knew His mission and that His parents also should have known about His mission. However, His parents did not understand this

Behooved it not? (οὐχι ἐδει; [ouchi edei?]). Was it not necessary? The very things about the death of Jesus that disturbed them so were the strongest proof that he was the Messiah of the Old Testament.

the fifty-third of Isaiah and the ninth of Daniel, where the prophets speak so very plainly of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow? 1 Pt. 1:11. 

He could not have been a Saviour, if he had not been a sufferer. Christ’s undertaking our salvation was voluntary; but, having undertaken it, it was necessary that he should suffer and die. Secondly, That, when he had suffered these things, he should enter into his glory, which he did at his resurrection; that was his first step upward.
 and thus the reproach of the cross is for ever rolled away, and we are directed to expect the crown of thorns and then that of glory.

Moses is first with bruised heal, crushed head.

Psalm 22, Israel suffered before being free, 


One of the most annoying parts of life, is doing what is necessary.  For things that we want to do, there are necessary things that must be done first.  In our house, before going outside, it is putting on snowpants, jackets, hats, gloves, sometimes just clothes.  After checking the shrimp pots, it is necessary to cook and shell them afterwards.  Before vacation, it is necessary to pack.  You can skip these things, but you are putting the whole project in peril.


Our last peek at the the bookends of Luke, look at what was necessary for Jesus to do.  Now in our household, what we think is necessary differs.  My earlier tale of clothing to go out in winter, is drastically different from Eva's list, which includes her books, stuffed animals, and hopefully a snack.  So we want to see what Jesus thought was necessary so that we can better understand what was actually necessary.


With Jesus in the temple, it was necessary, a three letter word in greek spelled d-e-i, dei, “to be in my Father's house.”  This is in response to Mary telling him that his father and I were looking everywhere for you.  So there are a couple things to note.  Jesus, age 12, is aware that Joseph is not his biological father and God the Father is.  The second piece to note is, Jesus says, “My father” not “Our Father.”  Jesus, at the age of 12 is aware of the unique calling God has upon his life.  As the story already told us, everyone was amazed at his answers and understanding.  Why were his parents running all around Jerusalem when they should know where he is at, where it is necessary for him to be.  To be anywhere else is foolishness.


As the Gospel of Luke unfolds, there are 5 more “dei's” or it is necessary that Jesus pronounces that should help his disciples understand what is going to happen.  Unfortunately like Mary had, the disciples get caught up in every day life and were not tracking what all this meant in the big picture.  We will look at the five other dei's in the weeks ahead.


Then, we reach chapter 24, where we run into 3 more dei's.  In verses 7, 26, 44.  They are harder to find in the NIV, because they are translated differently.  The angel in verse 7 says to the women at the tomb, “‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’”  That 'must be' delivered is the “it is necessary.”  Then Jesus to Cleopas and Mary in verse 26 says, “Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  It reads better in the NIV, but hear it again with the base translation.  “Was it not necessary the Christ to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  In verse 44, we hear Jesus tell the disciples, “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  Again, “It is necessary for all to be fulfilled.”


Now we come to the human problem that Jesus is trying to address.  Helping us understand what is necessary.  On snowy days, usually we can keep the books inside for Eva, but we have replaced a few library books so far.  But her sister has heard us say what is necessary and gets on her jacket, hat, and boots as soon as she notices anyone going near the door.  She knows it is necessary.  As Christians, we do not fare much better than the disciples.  We are excited about the benefits of following Jesus.  Like Eva, not as ready to get on board with what is necessary to do so.


No one really thought it was necessary for Jesus to be delivered into the hands of sinful men, crucified, and be raised on the third day.  We could defeat Rome without such foolishness.  Maybe deliver him in and then pull a Samson or Trojan horse, and have him conquer them from the inside, but no need for death.  Cleopas had just as hard of time accepting that Christ must suffer.  He should save, but everywhere where the suffering exists, that was for Israel, not their Messiah.  Nor would everything have to be fulfilled that was written.  Just the parts we like.


But Easter does not work with the things that are necessary happening.  Just like going outside does not.  Cutting the corners would achieve some things, but not all.  Jesus was delivered into the hands of sinful men and crucified, because he was taking on all our sin.  Betrayal, injustice, jealousy, power grabs, denial of God, innocent death, and more were heaped on Jesus.  When he was crucified, he had experienced all of these things that sin had brought about in man.  If he would not have suffered all of these things, then one or two could have remained after his resurrection.  Having taken on all of them, even death, he now held the keys to free us from all our sin as our Lord and Savior.


For verses 26 and 44, Isaiah 53 holds the most condemning parts that must be fulfilled.  But if you have walked with us this Holy Week, we also have Psalm 22 that Jesus had to fulfill.  Even Genesis 3, as it described the snake biting man's heal and man crushing the snakes head.  There is no better example of that then what Jesus did on the cross.  Evil put him on the cross.  In doing so, Jesus was able to crush the head of Evil and death in one swift blow.  The rest of scripture tells of God suffering in order to redeem us, because from Adam and Eve, to Abraham, to Moses, to David, and the prophets, we continually do not do what God asks of us.  God suffers while waiting for us to be in a place of getting it right.  To think that our Messiah will not, is to deny the fallen human condition.


Jesus was coming to an understanding of what scripture said at age 12.  By the time he was ready to start doing what he clearly saw it saying was necessary.  Five times in the gospel of Luke, he highlights what will be necessary without anyone heeding his words.  Post-resurrection, three more times, what is necessary is explained.  It is none of the perks that play into our preferred image of God.  I prefer to think that he offered us new life out of his goodness, not that he did so by suffering.  It changes the dynamic, like the difference between getting a loan from a bank or from a loved one who is then unable to do things until they are repaid.  


This weight of redemption was necessary, because Jesus could not have done what Cleopas hoped he would do with out it.  Cleopas had said, “They crucified him.  We hoped he would redeem Israel.”  But the crucifixion was necessary. The suffering was necessary.  According to N.T. Wright, Jesus could have retorted, Cleopas, “They crucified him.  That is how he did redeem Israel.”  It was what was necessary.
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