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FROM THE HELM

Shipmates that have passed over the Bar 2011

Greetings Shipmates & Friends,
In this good old hot summertime, we wish all of
you fun in the shade with a cold one. High temps
bring on the tastes of summer that we all enjoy,
sweet corn, tomatoes, peaches, berries, etc.
Savor it all.
Our 6th reunion will be in the spring of 2012 in
Indialantic Beach, Florida. This is located just due
east of Melbourne. Hope that you are planning to
be there. We anticipate visiting with old
shipmates and friends, and meeting new ones.
The Florida reunion business meeting will have
elections for officers. Those interested in running
for office may give their name. Or you can
nominate someone ( with their permission). Your
input will be welcomed.
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Please share your favorite memories, photos etc.
with our editor of the Kee Bird, Glenn Smith. We
all enjoy reading the "news" in the Kee Bird.
Looking forward to the Florida 2012 reunion.
May all of you have smooth sailing.
The Cover

Editor’s Note

Our Association Logo was chosen as the cover for this
issue. I’m sure we all agree that this was an excellent
design by shipmate Eugene Mollica, ’58-59 &

son Eugene and shipmate Jon Newton, ’58-59.

Kee Bird

Printing of the Kee Bird in Black and White is an
attempt to reduce the cost of printing.
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About the Kee Bird
The Kee Bird is the official
newsletter of the USS Edisto
Association, Inc and is published
three times yearly for members of
the Association. Stories, photos
and other materials relative to
icebreakers should be mailed to
the USS Edisto Association, P.O. Box 747, Mims, FL
32754 and shall become the property of the USS Edisto
Association. We make no guarantee that said stories or
photos will be published and we reserve the right to edit
the content to conserve space to limit printed materials to
keep cost down.
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Ed Hardy informed us that Lewis Bloesing died on Fathers Day
of a heart attack.
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BORN: August 24, 1942
DIED: June 19, 2011
RESIDENCE: Surry, VA

Lewis “Chief” Bloesing, of Williamsburg and Surry, died on
June 19, 2011.
He was born on August 24, 1942 to Arthur and Betty Bloesing and grew up in Michigan. He retired from a career in the
U.S. Navy, served during the Vietnam era. During his time
in the Navy, he served on many ships, including icebreakers, traveling to the North and South Poles. He also worked
in the tugboat industry as an engineer for many years, and
retired from the Jamestown-Scotland Ferry as a Chief Engineer after almost 20 years of service.
Better known as “Crazy Lewie” by his friends and family, he
always made people laugh, and always had excitement
around him. He enjoyed snowboarding and wakeboarding,
as well as working on cars or anything with an engine. Recently, after retiring, he also enjoyed a hobby of model
trains.
He is survived by his daughter, Nora Dahlberg (Jeff); sweetie, Nancy Aschiero; daughters, Julia Bloesing, Lisa Bloesing; two step-daughters, Meladee and Renee; six grandchildren, and many dear friends. He was predeceased by
his parents, and wife, Rosemary Bloesing.
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History Book Update — Last Call
You have no doubt been wondering what’s up with the USS Edisto consolidated history book since it was last
talked about two reunions ago. Our historian/journalist, Jon Newton, reports he has been pursuing the task
but has been frustrated by a lack of photographic material needed to design and produce the high-productionvalue book he envisions and everyone expects. Newton reports he his approaching the go/no go point
in this regard.
It came as somewhat of a surprise to Newton that photo subjects would be the sticking point of this project
and will probably come as a surprise to you, too. We all remember taking lots of pictures on our respective
cruises and we all remember having journalists and photographer’s mates aboard who documented the
journey. And then there are all those official and unofficial sources that exist in on the Internet, right?
Unfortunately, nearly all of the photos sent in by members, while interesting, have been of the snap-shot
variety and not useable for this purpose. In other cases, digital images have been sent in but the vast majority
were scanned at too low a resolution for print reproduction and the request for the originals has produced
little. Official sources have been interrogated but the material so far has not been abundant and is hard to
ferret out. The Internet has been encouraging at times but, by nature, the images are monitor resolution and
tracking down the originals for rescanning has been difficult bordering on impossible.
Still, Newton feels there must be some good material out there among our members that we are not seeing.
Additionally, some who sent in photocopies have promised to send originals but have either forgotten or lost
interest. It is not too late to fix this but it is getting close. If you said you were going to follow up with
original material please accept this reminder to do so. Otherwise, take another look in your scrapbooks,
basements, and attics for anything you may have missed.
If you are reluctant to part with originals send them to Newton via some trackable means (UPS or FedEx)
and give Newton a heads up they are coming. For his part he promises to take good care of your stuff and get
it back to you safely. Please do not digitally scan the material and send the images unless you can do it in
high resolution (300 ppi for a 5-inch wide subject). If you are in doubt call Newton. Tips on material from
other sources are also very much welcomed. And don’t forget sea stories and details on events that maybe
didn’t make it into your cruise book.
Here is the contact information once again:
Jon Newton
USS Edisto Association Historian
946 Mill Road
Bryn Mawr, PA 19101
Email: jonvnewton@gmail.com
Ph: 610-527-0177
The plan was to have the history book completed by now. The new plan is to have it in time for the next
reunion (Florida April 2012), but only if it can be a first rate piece.
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