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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings and happy spring!
Well, my crocuses were blooming beautifully. Then we
went away for spring break and returned to snow! That's
Illinois weather for you!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS:
Joyce Beutler—2nd

Julie Skrypnyk—8th
Barbara Schwind—18th

Spring certainly was in the air at the Garden Clubs of Illinois District IX annual meeting earlier this month! I had
the chance to attend with Joanne Dugenske and Julie
Tsuchida, and it was thoroughly enjoyable.

Joyce Kuflak—20th

It was the first time I attended a GCI or district meeting,
and of course the company was wonderful, the program on
floral design was rewarding, and the food and atmosphere
at The Cotillion in Palatine was fabulous.

Herb Gardening—Learn how to start
and maintain an herb garden and add
herbs to an existing perennial garden.
Presentation by Deborah FinchMurphy from U of I Extension.

I was like a kid in a candy store browsing the raffle gifts
and picking up enticing brochures and fliers advertising plant sales, garden walks, and other garden events
such as the District IX Annual Spring Outing to Elawa Farm
June 16.
The best part of the luncheon, though, was the opportunity
to represent the club and accept awards I wasn’t even expecting. It was an honor to accept a blue ribbon for our
yearbook, and the Gold Seal Award for Club Horticulture,
as well as a National Garden Clubs Certificate of Commendation for our website. I only wish Karen Coulter and
Chong Li could have been there to bask in the accolades
that resulted from their leadership and dedication, as well
as the hard work of their committees!
Continued on next page….

APRIL PROGRAM

HOSPITALITY & RAFFLE
Annette L is hosting with Chong Li,
Kendall V., and Julie S.
CALENDAR
April 4th—General Meeting, 7pm
United Methodist Church Hall
April 18th—Board Meeting
22nd—Earth Day
23rd—SPRING CLEAN UP, 9am
29th—Arbor Day
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Our yearbook, which earned 99.5 points, was on display with the other winning entries,
and many attendees complimented the book and wanted to know “how we did it.” So the
Antioch Garden Club, out of more than 60 clubs, wrote the recipe for yearbook success,
thanks to Chong!
Meanwhile, Joanne and Julie spread the word about our annual plant sale May 14 by placing our full-color flier on every table. Thanks, Cindy Cartner, for creating such an eyecatching advertisement for our club’s pivotal fundraiser.
Speaking of fundraisers and events. I want to close by putting in a plug for participation in
activities and representation of our club to the community, our district, the Garden Clubs
of Illinois and beyond. I would never advocate engaging in activities and projects merely to
gain recognition. However, the more every member contributes and is fully engaged in
what our club is about, the more “points” we’ll earn for awards that ultimately will help
accomplish our mission of cultivating a nicer community, while adhering to the principles
of the Garden Clubs of Illinois (the pledge we make every meeting).
Plus, it is just fun to participate, as this luncheon proved. It was exciting to be recognized
and, at the same time, satisfying to learn – and share what we’ve learned. Congrats Antioch
Garden Club! I look forward to more members participating in these types of events in the
future.
Garden on,
Jayna
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Antioch Garden Club
General Meeting Minutes
3/7/2016

WELCOME: J ayna Legg, Pr esident

CALL TO ORDER: 7 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND GARDEN CLUB PLEDGE
BUSINESS MEETING:
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The minutes fr om the last gener al meeting wer e published in T he Garden
Dirt. No additions or changes, and report was accepted and filed

TREASURER’S REPORT: The tr easur er ’s report was published in The Garden Dirt. No additions or
changes, and report was accepted and filed.
CORRESPONDENCE: (Nancy Zitkus r ead in Betty Collins’ absence) Thank You from Lake House.
Lincoln Memorial Newsletter.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
PROGRAMS: Next Month: Herb Gardening, Deborah Finch-Murphy, Master Gardener, U of I Extension
MEMBERSHIP:
a. New member Diana Fox
b. Dues are due! See Nancy, but make sure to include form

PUBLICTY: Cynthia Stepanek –
A. Chair– absent
B. Newsletter – Alise – absent
C. Website – Chong added photos fro Hauserman trip to website
HOSPITALITY: Linda, Nancy, Judy and Cindy this month (Linda filled in for Andrea)
SPECIAL PROJECTS: None at this time.
PHILANTHROPY: J oanne Dugenske – No report.
SCHOLARSHIP-EDUCATION GRANT: J ulie Skr ypnyk not pr esent. No r epor t fr om committee.

MEMBER NEWS:
HISTORIAN: J oyce Kufalk – No report.
CONSERVATION HORTICULTURE: Kar en Coulter –Committee will get together end of the month

for preliminary work.
Spring Cleanup is April 23 – All-member activity, then we can get done in hour, two hours at the
most.

WAYS AND MEANS: Plant Sale (Cindy) –May 14, Cindy has containers, read article in newsletter, needs volunteers to organize and plant, bake sale, to place posters about two weeks before, cashier to bring box with money, coffee, everyone is expected to participate in one way or another, same location; parking on the north side, bring plants in
NW corner, start at 8 a.m. for 10 a.m. opening; bring wagons; Cindy showed how to write on craft sticks – name and
color on one side, sun/shade, how tall it gets.
NOMINATING: J udy Miscichowski - Nothing to report.
BY-LAWS: Nancy — Wants committee to get together in next couple weeks.
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TRAVEL AGENT: Cher yl, Linda Fox- Trip to Hauserman’s was wonderful; good weather, nice place, totally free,
no fee for parking, take as long as you want.
a. They want to plan one more outing, late summer
b. Lurie Gardens and Millennium Park in Chicago?
c. Garfield Park is another idea. Julie has information about it.
d. Linda announced the Flower Show this month at Navy Pier.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Spring into Gardening March 12, Paddock Lake, Westosha HS.
Dee is volunteering the 19th at the Flower Show, taking the train, free admission, she invited members to join her.
Current newsletters have 2015 for the year, so members may want to correct it on their copies (Linda told Alise about
it).
NEW BUSINESS: New sub-committee of Ways and Means to discuss 2nd fundraiser – Cindy will wait to discuss after plant sale.

March 21 Board Meeting – are we going to have the meeting or not? Someone else will have to run it.
OLD BUSINESS: Joanne continues to collect stamps
QUESTION BOX: None.
Hat Contest after speaker presentation
Winners: Linda Fox (funny); Annette Lubkeman(spring); Chong Li (creative)
RAFFLE
NEXT MEETING: Monday, Apr il 4 at 7 PM.
ADJOURNED: 8:35pm

SUBMITTED BY: Jayna Legg

HORT REPORT
Spring is officially here, but, Mother Nature is not making it easy to work outside. Perhaps
I am turning into a sissy but that is another issue.. Ha.
I was glad to get the grasses cut down to get ready for the new Spring growth. All the gardens have some grasses but the majority are in the 7 Son and in the swale area behind the
Brad Ipsen memorial bench. I was happy to have Chong, Barb Gollwitzer, and my husband, get this project put to bed.
I want to thank the American Legion of Antioch for donating new flags to our Blue Star
Veterans Memorial. We appreciate their continued support.
Hope to see you all at the Spring Clean Up on Saturday,
April 23. We meet at 9:00 at the Mini Park.
Thank You,
Karen Coulter
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Plant Sale News
Can you believe this spring weather?! Looks like Spring may come early this year, so let’s get
out there and divide some perennials.
Mark your calendars for Saturday May 14th, the annual Antioch Garden Club’s PLANT SALE is
on its way. We’ll be delivering, pricing, and placing plants and all other garden-related items as
they arrive from you on Saturday morning from 8AM till the Sale begins at 10 AM.
This fundraiser needs many hands to make it a success story. Look over the list of duties listed
below, chose a position that best suits you, and contact me at 847-395-8902 or chrysalis40@att.net
-place posters throughout Antioch businesses
-dig/pick-up plants from those that cannot do it themselves
-place tablecloths onto picnic tables by 8AM on Sale morning
-plant receiving, identifying, pricing
-plant placement onto correct tables (ex: Sun perennials, houseplants, hostas, etc)
-placing I.D.photo/info cards into pots once at their proper table
Once the Sale begins we can take it EZ after the 1st heat of buyers are processed.
At the April & May Club meetings I’ll bring pots, trays, and craftstix. The craftstix are wide
enough to write on with the following plant specs:
Name of perennial/plant
Color
Height
Sun, partial sun, or shade requirements
Please write only on one side, as the price will be placed on the
backside.
All Club members should participate someway in this event,
our only, fundraiser. In only 3 hours, we average $1400$2000 profit! We can do even better if good quality, wellfilled pots of plants are donated.
Thanks to all for helping us help the Club and our Community,
Cindy Cartner 847.395.8902
Kendall Victorine 262.857.2097

5

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE
BY LAWS OF THE ANTIOCH GARDEN CLUB – 2016-2017
ARTICLE IV: DUES & FINANCE
Section 2: READS: Dues shall be $25.00 per club year (June to June) which includes membership in the National Council of State Garden Clubs, Incorporated. Dues for couples shall be $40.00 per club year (June to
June). Those joining January through April shall pay half of the annual dues. May and June candidates will
pay full payment for the following club year.
TO READ: Dues shall be $30.00 per club year (June to July) which includes membership in the National
Council of State Garden Clubs, Incorporated. Dues for couples shall be $50.00 per club year (June to July).
Those joining January through April shall pay half of the annual dues. May and June candidates will pay
full payment for the following club year. Effective 2017-2018.
RATIONALE: The club needs revenue to keep up its commitments.
ARTICLE V: DUTIES OF OFFICERS
Section 3: The President(s) shall preside at all meetings of the club. She/He shall be a member ex-officio of
all committees, except the nominating committee. She/He may serve, without title, on the Board the following year.
RATIONALE: Some typos in the description of the duties.
ARTICLE VIII: MEETINGS
Section 1: READS: Meetings shall be held on the first Monday except January, July and August. The September meeting will be on the second Monday. The nominated slate of officers and chairmen shall be presented in April and voted on in May.
TO READ: Meetings shall be held on the first Monday except January, February and August. If a holiday
falls on the first Monday, the meeting shall be held on the second Monday. The nominated slate of officers
and chairmen shall be presented in April and voted on in May.
ARTICLE IX: DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES
Section 2: Membership: READS: Sign up members, recruit members, take attendance and conduct the
raffle. Contact members when they have missed several meetings. Send cards and flowers for loss of member, spouse or child. Conduct the initiation ceremony of new members at the Annual Meeting. Help compose the Yearbook, maintain Telephone Tree which is to be activated for emergency purposes as deemed by
the President.
TO READ: Sign up members, recruit members, take attendance and conduct the raffle. Contact members
when they have missed several meetings. Send cards and flowers for loss of member, spouse or child. Conduct the initiation ceremony of new members at a regular meeting. Help compose the Yearbook, maintain
Telephone Tree which is to be activated for emergency purposes as deemed by the President.
RATIONALE: New members will feel more a part of the club rather than waiting until the end of the club
year.
ARTICLE X: ELECTIONS
Section 2: READS: The Nominating Committee prepares a slate of officers and chairmanship of each Standing Committee. This report is presented in April and voted upon at the May meeting. Further nominations
shall be in order from the floor.
TO READ: The Nominating Committee prepares a slate of officers and chairmanship of each Standing Committee. President and Secretary to be elected in the odd years and Vice President (s) and Treasurer in the
even years. This report is presented in April and voted upon at the May meeting. Further nominations
shall be in order from the floor.
RATIONALE: Making it better continuity for the club to seek candidates for two officers for the odd and
two officers for the even years rather all four at one time,
By Law Committee:
Nancy Zitkus
Joanne Dugenske, Norma Lucansky,
Linda Fox - Jayna Legg, President, Cheryl Hoke, Past President
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APRIL CHECKLIST

Gardener’s Bookshelf
Foodscaping: Pracitcal and Innovative Ways to Create an Edible Landscape by Charlie
Nardozzi.
As growing food at
home becomes more
popular, gardeners
have relearned that
ornamental plants
don’t have a monopoly
on beauty, and that
many edibles look
right at home in a mixed border. The book
contains an encyclopedia of “Foodscape
Plants” with cultural information in addition to suggestions of companion plantings. Slowly you can begin eating the attractive plants in your yard without sacrificing any beauty.

Please welcome our newest
member, Diana Fox!

Out to Lunch Bunch
We will meet on the second Wednesday and
fourth Friday of each month at 12pm.
Please welcome new members, friends, and neighbors that may be interested in joining Garden
Club and getting to know each other in a small
group setting. Separate checks.
Please contact Carolyn Yoakem by phone (see
yearbook) if you are attending so she can provide
details & make appropriate reservations if needed.



When a handful of soil remains in a tight moist
ball after it is squeezed, the soil is too wet to work;
if it can be crumbled like chocolate cake, it is
ready.



Plant early potatoes, lettuce, radishes and turnips
through mid April.




Prune yews in late March to early April.



Plant outdoors: peas, asparagus, mustard, onion
sets, spinach, rhubarb, cabbage, carrots, chard,
kohlrabi, parsnips, beets, cauliflower, endive, Jerusalem Artichoke, pansies, violets, snapdragons,
alyssum, Shirley and Iceland poppies, phlox, forget-me-nots. Thin seedlings when 1” -2” high.



Plant indoors: cucumber, eggplant, melon, pepper, squash, tomato.



Begin to remove mulch in careful stages, while
watching the weather for hard freezing temperatures.







Seed bare patches in the lawn.




Prune raspberries.



Divide perennials as ground thaws, except peony
(divide in September), iris (divide in July and August) and poppy.
Use fast-germinating radish seeds to mark rows of
slower seeds.



In late April, begin to harden off broccoli and beet
seedlings.



Clean and fill birdbath.

Repair trellises, arbors, gates, walls and other
structures.

Plant trees and shrubs.
Test soil PH.
Repot houseplants as needed.
Transplant raspberries, roses, day lilies and lily-of
–the-valley.
Begin gladiolus sets. Continue at 2 week intervals
through July.

~NOTICE~
DEAR MEMBERS,
PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, DEE
OBROCHTA, JACKIE HORNECK OR NANCY NECKERMAN,
KNOW IF YOU OR ONE OF OUR MEMBERS IS HOSPITALIZED,
SERIOUSLY ILL OR HAS LOST A FAMILY MEMBER. WE ARE A
CARING CLUB.
THANK YOU!
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Arbor Day is April 29th
“Arbor Day…which has already transplanted itself…to every state in the American Union and has
even been adopted in foreign lands…is not like other holidays. Each of those reposes on the past,
while Arbor Day proposes for the future.” - J. Sterling Morton
Tidbits:


J. Sterling Morton founded Arbor Day in 1872 with the simple idea of setting aside a special
day for tree planting.



Illinois celebrates Arbor Day the last Friday in April.



State tree is the White Oak.



The tree has appeared throughout history and literature as the symbol of life.

Awesome idea to celebrate: Gift Trees - Packaged in tubes for easy distribution, these hardy little
evergreens come with planting instructions and the option for a customized label. Available trees
include Colorado blue spruce, Norway spruce, Arizona cypress, ponderosa pine, coast redwood,
baldcypress, longleaf pine and white pine.
Check out www.arborday.org for a variety of information and resources.

Got junk or random odds-and-ends?
Put them to use!

Upcycled container ideas for the

Plant Sale or your own home

For more ideas and guidance, check out

www.diynetwork.com
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“ All through the long winter,
I dream of my garden.
On the first day of spring, I dig my fingers
deep into the soft earth. I can feel it’s
energy, and my spirits soar.”
~Helen Hayes

~ANTIOCH GARDEN CLUB MEMBER DUES 2016-2017~
$25.00 per year (Couples: $40.00 per year)
Membership Dues apply June to following June

Due by April 1st
Make checks payable to: Antioch Garden Club
Membership includes: Garden Clubs of Illinois Central Region District IX National Garden
Clubs, Inc.

Please fill out the following information and return it to Membership
------------------------------------------detach--------------------------------------------NAME:_______________________________________________________
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________
CITY:_______________________________ST_______ZIP_____________
HOME PHONE:________________________________________________
BUSINESS PHONE:____________________________________________
EMAIL ADDR:________________________________________________
(leave blank) Paid_________________________

Date_________________________
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