TRINITY TOPICS: 2019
From Rev. Nancy
We are so blessed to still have some beautiful color on the trees which I am enjoying during my
drives to Troy. As I have reflected this autumn, I am struck by how the bringing out of colors
is like our own true nature coming forth—who we are truly created to be in God’s image. For
me the falling leaves symbolize the letting go that happens as our true selves are revealed.
As we approach the end of the church year, and the coming of the Advent season, we become
more and more aware of this time of letting go - of our pride, our fears, our neediness, our
possessiveness, restlessness, anxiety.
Let us enter this time of Advent with the knowledge that the light that is coming into our world
in Jesus wants to bring light into our darkness. When the light of God shines into those whose
hearts our dark and sorrowful we find our moods brightening.
Advent is a season in which we find ourselves invited to face our darkness and bring it to the
light of Christ so that his light might shine within us, and we may pass that light on to others.
Consider how Christ, at Christmas, shines his light into every “room” in your heart .
Allow this light to find those places in your life that are in greatest need of it.

ADVENT BOOK STUDY TO BEGIN!
Thursday, November 14: 11:30 am - 12:30 am
Love in Flesh and Bone: Exploring the Christmas Mystery
- by Amy Richter
On the weekend of April 22, 2012 the St. Anne's Church
website received thousands of visitors. That Sunday, in
the New York Times Magazine, an article appeared about
the Rev. Dr. Amy E. Richter competing in a physique
competition. The strong reactions to the article got Richter
and her husband and fellow clergyperson, the Rev. Dr.
Joseph Pagano, thinking about the scandal of the
Incarnation. The claim that God entered fully into our fleshand-blood human existence makes some of us squeamish.
And yet, this shocking claim is at the heart of the good news
that in Christ God is with us no matter what. There is
nothing that can happen to us--no pain, no humiliation, no
anguish--that can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
In sermons for the seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, Richter and
Pagano proclaim the good news of the scandalous love of God in flesh and bone.

WARDEN'S WORLD
On a recent vacation to Oregon, Susan and I attended a lovely Episcopal Church in Sisters, looking out at
the Three Sisters Mountains. As luck would have it, I listened to my first Stewardship Sermon of the
season. Let me share “Whose Fries Are These?”
One day James wanted to do something special with his five-year-old son Jimmy. He asked, “Son, is
there anything you’d like to do right now?” Jimmy responded, “I want some McDonald French Fries.”
His father said, “If that’s what my boy wants, then that’s what my boy gets.”
They got into the blue and white Chevy truck and headed toward McDonald’s. Jimmy’s lips and tongue
were silently moving as he could taste the fries before they even reached the store.
His Dad made the order, and Jimmy’s heart pounded when his Dad said, “Make it a Super-Size fry.”
James took the money out of his wallet to pay for the fries and a drink. Jimmy’s little teeth were ready
to sink into those hot golden fries, before they made it to the table.
When they sat down, grace consisted of “God bless this food amen,” but it seemed like way too many
words to Jimmy who was eager to delight himself with this huge blessing of French fries. James was
pleased to see his boy so happy over something so simple. He decided to join in the fun. He reached
over to get a couple of fries for himself.
To his surprise, his son quickly put his arms around his fries as though building a fort and pulled them
toward himself and said, “No, these are mine.” His father was in a state of shock for a moment. He
could not believe what had happened.
James pulled back his hand and began to reflect about his son’s attitude toward the fries. Let’s walk
together through the things that went through his mind. He was thinking, my son failed to realize that
I am the source of those French fries.
I was the one who gave the cashier the money from my wallet. I did not give him the size fry he
requested, but something twice as big. Yet here he is talking about HIS French fries.
Not only was I the source of the French fries, he has forgotten that at 6ft. 1 and 195 lbs. I have the
power to take all the fries despite his little arms surrounding them as a fort. Or that if desired, I could go
back to the counter and bring him so many fries he could never eat them all.
He also does not understand that I don’t need his French fries. I could go back to the counter and get as
many fries as I wanted.
As James pondered about it, one or two fries really would not have made much of a difference for him
that day. What he really wanted was for his son to invite him into the wonderful little world he had made
possible. He wanted his son to be willing to share the very blessing that he had provided.
God takes us to McDonald’s on a regular basis in our lives. God blesses us. He blesses you and God
blesses me. God desires to sit down at the table with us for some fellowship. When God reaches over
to use some of the blessings he has given to us, far too often we respond, “No God, these are mine!
Go and get your own.” We try building our own little forts around our blessings.
God is the source of all we receive.
How about sharing some of those fries?
Peace,
Jim
Sermon Collection of the Week
Contributed by Rick Gillespie-Mobley, Nov. 5 2002

. . . .use whatever gifts you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace.
~ 1 Peter 4:10
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Sunday Forum will not meet in November.
Bill and Marina are out of town.
Discussion and community building by sharing our thoughts and lives
about “religion in the news” through a weekly topic for reflection and discussion.
The week's subject for discussion posted on Trinity Facebook and Website on Saturday.

Inquirers Class - Adult Christian Formation
Sundays at 9:15 am
In the Education Building - Sunday School Room 3

New Session: October 27 through November 17
How do you pray? What happens when you pray? Or, what do you wish would happen when you pray?
Does (should) prayer change us?
We are fortunate to have Sister Janice Bachman of Columbus to guide us in experiencing four different
ways of praying.
Join us on Sunday October 27 through November 17 in Room 3 of the Education Building at 9:30 am for
these prayer experiences.
During Advent we will be sharing ways to celebrate Advent in our church and homes. What is a Jesse
tree? Do you want to learn how to make an Advent wreath - And more.

All Saints' Sunday is November 3, 10:30 am
Stilton Cheese Reception follows the service,
in memory of Paul Sarber.
"In our Baptismal Covenant we, along with traditional Christians around the globe, profess in the ancient
Baptismal Creed the words: “I believe in... the communion of saints, ... the resurrection of the body, and
life everlasting.” (Book of Common Prayer, page 304)
In our annual observance of All Saints’ Day, and the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed on the
following day, we make those words a tangible reality in the here and now by recognizing and celebrating
our relationship, not only with those around us today, but also with all those who have gone before us in
all times and places.
The Christian custom of setting apart a special day of remembrance for certain of the Faithful Departed on
November 2 was first established by St. Odilo, Abbot of Cluny in AD 998. Lists of the names of those to be
remembered were placed in the proximity of the altar on which the Holy Eucharist was celebrated."
The Rev. Leo Joseph, Priest-in-Charge of St. John's, Lakeport

At Trinity the names of those remembered will be read during the service.
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NEWS TO KNOW
November Birthdays and Anniversaries
Mary Weaver (11/03 - 95 yrs old) Kimberly Schmidt (11/06),
Andrew Allen (11/8), Luke Anticoli (11/14), Joel Cade (11/22),
Doug Jones (11/26), Leslie Schwartz (11/29)
Mary Weaver's Address is:
6745 Fairfield Trace, Suwanee GA 30024-1657
Mary lives with her daughter who has told us that Mary
still faithfully prayers daily for those on our Prayer Ministry List.

Judee Harbaugh died Sunday, October 20. She was able to be at Brookdale with
Phil before her death. Please keep her family in your prayers.
A listing of our committees and the work they do are included in the
October 28 Stewardship mailing along with the Covenant Cards.
As part of our Stewardship Commitment Vestry and the Stewardship
Committee are asking that you consider helping on a committee as part
of your stewardship commitment.
. . .use whatever gifts you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace.

1 Peter 4:10

STEWARDSHIP COMPAIGN FOR 2020
Stewardship messages were delivered during worship on October 13, 20, 27.
A letter from the Stewardship Committee was mailed to parishioners October 21.
A letter from Nancy which includes your Covenant Cards was mailed October 28.
(Additional Covenant cards will be available on the table at the east side of the church.)
Ingathering is November 10. Lunch provided by Vestry, cards are tallied, and results
announced.

Outreach is collecting items needed for the Family Abuse Center
of Miami County in October and November. The list of items are below.
A box will be in the church.

DONATION REQUESTS:
Paper products:

Cleaning Supplies:

Misc: New/gently used:

Personal Hygiene:

Paper plates
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Tissues
Napkins
Disposable Cups
Plastic ware

Clorox wipes
Dishwashing liquid
Dishwasher pods
HE Laundry soap
Windex
Bathroom cleaner
Toilet bowl cleaner

Silverware
Pots and pans
Plates & bowls
Glasses & mugs
Towels and wash cloths
Bedding
Small kitchen appliances

Shampoo
Conditioner
Toothbrushes
Tooth paste
Hairspray
Deodorant
Body Wash

At this time we are in need of larger size diapers and pull ups. We also have a great need for men's and
women's deodorant.
Our next Outreach Craft Day will be November 16, 10-12:00 pm in the Parish Hall.
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The Kirkin' o' The Tartans
Sunday, November 17, 2019

Pictures from
Kirking, 2018

On the Sunday of the Kirking of the Tartans at Trinity bagpipes and drums play and Scottish clan
banners are blessed during the service. The Order of Service is taken from the Prayer Book used in
Scotland today.
The Kirking of the Tartans is an old Scottish Highland custom
literally meaning “Churching” of the Tartans.
The tartan is a fabric woven according to a certain thread-count design.
The clear, distinctive cross-line patterns represent
specific clans (families), regions, and regiments.
They are popularly known as Scottish plaids.
At the reception that follows the service, the Haggis (a savoury pudding concoction) will be piped
in and special Scottish refreshments will be served.

Parishioners are asked to bring a dish to share for this occasion.
Appetizers, finger sandwiches, fruits, desserts are all needed. If you have any questions
regarding this, please contact Evanthia Owen (eowen@woh.rr.com) or her cell: 937-602-3372.
Banner Carriers are also needed.
A sign-up sheet for banner carriers is in the Parish Hall on the counter.
* If you have a banner you will carry, please indicate.
* If you don't have a banner, but would like to carry one, please indicate.
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PET BLESSING, 2019

Thank you Pat Marchal, our Trinity photographer!

6

ON THE CALENDAR WEEKLY
SUNDAYS:
CHOIR PRACTICE
SUNDAY FORUM:
INQUIRERS CLASS:
WORSHIP:
FELLOWSHIP HOUR:
WEDNESDAYS:

9:00 am in the Sanctuary
9:15 am in the Workman Lounge NO FORUM IN NOVEMBER
9:15 am in Room 3 of the education building.
10:30 am Rite II
Follows the service.
7:00 pm Celtic Evening Prayer:
A quiet time of reflection may be just what you need in the
middle of the week. Following the service we gather in fellowship
for conversation, wine, and cheese in the Parish Hall.

NOVEMBER 3

10:30 am

All Saints Sunday. Remembrances. Stilton Cheese Reception

NOVEMBER 10

10:30 am

Ingathering - Reception.

NOVEMBER 17

10:30 am

Kirkin O' the Tartans and Reception.

ON THE CALENDAR MONTHLY
Nov. 3

(1st Sunday of each month)
* Healing Prayers
* Loose Plate Offering designated for the Discretionary Fund. Donations
accepted any time: CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO: TRINITY CLERGY
DISCRETIONARY FUND. (There is a separate account in which the funds are deposited.)

Nov. 6

(1st Wednesday for the month)
No Pranic Healing Clinic this month.

Nov. 10

(2nd Sunday of each month)
12:00 pm Worship Committee Meeting

Nov. 11

(2nd Monday of each month)
10:00 am Building and Grounds Committee in the Parish Hall
7:00 pm

Vestry Meeting

Nov. 14

(2nd Thursday of each month)
1:00 pm
Fellowship Committee in the Parish Hall

Nov. 16

(3rd Saturday of each month)
10-12:00 pm Outreach Craft Day in the Parish Hall.

Rev. Nancy:
Email: Rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org / NHardin62@gmail.com
Church Office: 937-335-7747
Website: www.trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
Email: trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
8:30 am - 1:00 pm Mon-Fri., 10:00 am-12:30 pm on Sat.
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