Before we left this week for our vacation, 


I knew that when we returned, 



I needed to be ready to preach on living stones



 as one of the ways we reflect God's glory.  

The cleverest thing I had come up with before I left, 


was the neighboring town to Bozeman, MT was Livingston, 



a close name lacking just an “E”.  


With that, 



I thought of the last name that became popular with the saying, 




“Dr. Livingston I presume.”

As we drove from Skagway, 


through the White Pass, 



to Whitehorse and beyond, 


I saw lots of stone.  



None of it looked living to me though.  

For the car ride, 


Eva requested the Chronicles of Narnia audio books



and we currently are on the Last Battle.  


But a few illustrations from the first six books 



popped into my mind of what a living stone might be. 

The third piece that the Spirit put in front of me to consider 


was a hike we did in Kluane region on Rock Glacier.  


I kept on being taken aback by these signs 



that talked of stones living and moving in a National Park.  

Finally, 


we attended a terrific ranger talk on the Canadian Lynx 



that discussed snowshoe hairs as a capstone species.  




An animal that determines the health of the larger population, 





including the Lynx.  

It is from these four areas 


that I would like to explore what a living stone is like.

To start with, 


we know that stone is a great material to build things that last.  



Castles have been around for hundreds, 




even thousands of years.  



Mountains for hundreds of thousands




to millions of years.  

Part of stones allure 


is the ability to whether all kinds of elements and not change.  


To stay the same,



 no matter what kind of elements it is facing.  

In the end, 


the wind and the water can 



and do eventually change the stone, 


but all kinds of other things do not.  

I think that is part of what Peter is getting at 


with the stone example.  

He is calling the church to stand strong in the face of the persecution 


and challenges that lay ahead.

I ran into the difficulty that Peter presents 


when he uses a paradoxical term.  

Stones are some of the clearest examples of inanimate objects.  


If I want something to stay where it is, 



I put a rock on it.  


If I want it to fly away, 



I take the rock off it.  

Hiking the Rock Glacier trail, 


which led through where a glacier once was 



and since melted, 


leaving the rock debris behind.  

It was here 


that the idea of moving, living stones 



was not so much of a paradox. 

But the reality was 


that the rocks themselves were not causing the movement, 


but the glacial ice.  

As the ice came and went,


 the rocks formed waves, 


flowed down hill, 



and gave room for other things to take root 




in a otherwise hostile environment.  



Whether that was lichen 



or the pika, 



or aspens.  


Living stones plural,



just as the you is plural, help build up the world around them. 


 They create and respond to the actions of another 



that establishes them into who they are to be more and more.

The idea of a capstone animal 


is highlighted as Peter goes on to talk about Jesus Christ.  

As we respond to Jesus, 


so goes our fate.  

Just as when the snowshoe hairs thrive, 


so do the lynx.  

Those who realize that Jesus is the capstone 


and allow him to be, 



find that their world works, 



makes sense, 



and are never put to shame.  

Those who reject Jesus as their capstone 


find themselves falling into chaos.  

Now there is debate about what exactly Peter meant here.  


Did he mean capstone as the NIV translates it 


or ''cornerstone” as the NLT and others go with?  

The question really boils down to 


what you think is the most important stone in your building.  

In Roman architecture, 


with its high arches, 



the capstone at the top 




is essential for all else to be standing.  

In Jewish architecture, 


with the more rectangular beam and column architecture, 



the cornerstone is the most critical piece.  


If it is not square and true,



 the whole building will be off 



and a constant headache for building.  


Can I get an “Amen” 



from anyone who has ever tried to work on a Skagway house?  


Square and true are figments of our imagination.

If we  are living stones, 


we have to decide who we are going to align ourselves with.  

There are all kinds of things that we can choose to align with.  


Some are even good 


and resemble some of what Jesus calls us to be.  

But as we see in our houses and other things, 


being a half a bubble off, 


or a degree off, 



doesn't cause much of an issue at first, 


but as it progresses, 



it soon means an inch gap, 



then a foot, 



eventually a mile off course in time.  

We know that we are to be in line with Jesus, 


not a mile off.

These living stones have one purpose, 


the same purpose that Jesus had as a living stone.  


To bring glory to his father.  

Remember, 


we are a temple, 


a place where the Holy Spirit dwells, 



in order to reflect God's glory to the world, 




so that they too might align themselves with God.


Many of us are quick to realize 


that there are parts of us that do not fit nice and neat next to Jesus.  



We might be able to touch him at some point, 




but we are not flush and square with Jesus.  



We are like a ball next to a cube, 




maybe closer than that.  

But when you go through a rock pile, 


you quickly see that there are thousands of shapes you can be.  

Overtime, 


each one can become more like the cornerstone 


or less.  



We have choices to make, 



actions to take or ignore, 



counsel to listen to or reject.  

Whatever we do, 


we are be formed into something that fits better in line with the chief stone or less.  
One that will work well or be rejected.

This is where the priesthood 

and spiritual sacrifices comes into the picture.  


Taking the time to do what we are called to do.  

In the Silver Chair by C.S. Lewis, 


at the beginning of the story, 



Polly is told by Aslan to repeat 4 things whenever she can, 




so that she can find the lost Prince Rillian.  



Aslan warns her that not remembering to do them 




will make the task harder.  



He also warns her that there will be many things that will distract her, 




it will become hard at times to think clearly, 




and it will be easy to forget to do.  

Sure enough,


 each of the four steps to find the prince are missed, 




because Polly is not doing the simple task 





of repeating the steps in her mind.  

They have to sneak out of Narnia, 


because she did not have Eustace speak to the first old friend he saw there, 


they don't realize they are in the ancient giant city until almost being eaten, 


they don't recognize Rillian when they see him.  

I know the church has done a great job 


of coming up with a thousand ways to help you grow closer to God.  

So much work has been done, 


that it is sometimes overwhelming 


and makes you feel like you are never succeeding.  

But I think we can take a hint from C.S. Lewis 

and follow what he shows Aslan doing.  


Aslan only asks Polly to do one thing, 



that is repeat the directions.  

As I already mentioned, 


we are all different shapes and sizes of living stones.  

For me to prescribe the one thing that we all must do


would be to ignore the thousands of shapes and sizes that are out there.  

But I know that Jesus has one thing 


that each of us could be doing 



to help us align with him more.  

As that practice takes off an edge, 


the time will come for the task to change or grow.  



Depending on whether we are at the chisel stage 



or the sanding stage.  

Chiseling might find us hacking off all kinds of unuseful habits and practices.  

The sanding stage would find us moving from a coarse grit 


to a fine grit in our actions.  



Perhaps moving from praying once a day, 



to praying for certain people or places multiple times in a day.  

I don't know where you are at, 


but you and Jesus probably do.  

If you are not sure, 


myself 


and your brothers and sisters could probably talk with you, 



and after hearing where your heart is restless,  




give you some suggestions 





of things Jesus may be telling you that need attention





and ways that might help address them.  

There is an ugliness that Jesus highlights 


in Luke especially, 



that the Pharisee's had.  

Near the end, 


Jesus uses multiple examples 



of a person focusing on the few things that they are doing well 



and pretending that is good enough. 


This while doing some things that make the hearers skin crawl.  

I found myself thinking, 


“How could they be so thick headed?”  

Only to have God show me soon after


 how I did something similar.  

I have grown much better 


at remembering that God will provide 



than I once was.  

Jesus said, 


“Great, 



now lets move onto this side over here that is out of line.  


How are you with letting me be in control?”  

To which I have to reply, 


“Forget the chisel, 


get out the jackhammer!”

Remember that the sacrifices of the Priesthood 


were constant and everyday.  

We are living stones, 


because we are constantly moving more inline with Jesus, 



but staying firm in who he created us to be, 



ones who reflect his glory.  

Temples or spiritual houses 


are not easily moved by the thoughts of the day.  


They are centered on the eternal one 



and the eternal promises.  

But those eternal words are like the living water 


to the living stone, 



shaping it to align with the capstone or cornerstone, 


so that it will never be shaken.  

Let us continue this great work!
