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Mining Song Medley Various recording artists

Welcome/
Introductions

Tom Garner
President, Mid-Lothian Mines & 
  Rail Roads Foundation

Dedication
Speakers

The Hon. John C. Watkins
Senator, 10th Senatorial District

The Hon. Daniel A. Gecker
Chairman, Chesterfield County
    Board of Supervisors

The Press Gang

Sixteen Tons The Press Gang

Appreciation

Mid-Lothian Miner

Tom Garner

Speakers

Michael S. Golden
Director, Chesterfield Parks & Recreation

Ribbon cutting Speakers, MM&RR Foundation Board Mem-
bers & Executive Director, Headstock Amphi-
theater Project Managers & Developers 

John Watkins needs no introduction. He is descended from the historically 
long Watkins line of esteemed business and political leaders from Chester-
field County. In addition to heading his family business, Watkins Nurseries, 
he has served in the Virginia House of Delegates for sixteen years and the 
Senate for the past fourteen years, where he has earned tremendous biparti-
san respect as a voice of wisdom and statesmanship and as an expert on 
agriculture, conservation, commerce, finance and transportation issues. In 
addition to his many legislative committee assignments and state commis-
sion memberships, John also serves on numerous prominent local business 
and volunteer organization boards.

Dan Gecker is very well known and respected by residents and officials in 
Chesterfield County and throughout the metropolitan area for his leader-
ship, expertise in urban planning and rehabilitation of historic structures 
and keen analytical mind and legal expertise in managing the myriad chal-
lenges of one of the most prosperous counties in Virginia. He was the 
Midlothian District Planning Commissioner for seven years, serving as 
Chairman for three years, and now is in his second four-year term on the 
Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors, where he has served as Vice-
Chairman for two years and is now in his second year as Chairman. Dan 
also serves on several important regional commissions and volunteer 
boards and has taught graduate-level Urban Studies courses at Virginia 
Commonwealth University as an Adjunct Professor.

Mike Golden is the Director of Chesterfield County’s most popular 
department--Parks & Recreation. He and his 108 full-time and 101 part-time 
employees manage 49 parks on 4,465 acres, 64 shared use sites on 888 
acres, 96 soccer and football fields, 26 picnic shelters and 36.5 miles of 
trails with an annual $9.8 million operating budget and $17.7 million capital 
improvement funds. There are 27,000 youth sports participants, 6,177 active 
coaches cards and 4,700,000 park visitors. Mike has been at the helm of this 
inestimable institution for twelve years and is pioneering his department’s 
preservation, development and interpretation of  the County’s nationally 
significant historic sites.

Please join Peppy Jones and Bryan Truzzie for a tour of the Mid-
Lothian Mines Park and Grove Shaft ruins. The tour will traverse 
North Woolridge Road via the pedestrian tunnel, which we plan to 
modify to resemble a mine shaft. Peppy is the Executive Director of 
the Mid-Lothian Mines & Rail Roads Foundation and Bryan is the 
County Parks & Recreation Historic Sites Specialist.

Mid-Lothian Mines & Rail Roads Foundation
WWW.MIDLOMINES.ORG
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